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From the President

oo We hope this finds y
- T well as we say fare

to the summer season and
- hello to fall. Our club has R
- |the good fortune o
~ cooperativenough weath
. [for us to observe our fif

“three events this 5(

anniversary season: Opening Day, Big Birds, a
E-Fly, all successful events.

This summer has been one of unrelenting
and drought, and these conditions challengec
keeping our last two events, but Somerset R{
prevailed and weodre ¢
going forward. With some cooler weather, w¢
honor the legacy of deceased club member
Gray at our next event named in his honor. W
reprinting his member profile, written by L§..

which first appeared in the newsletter in J nuary

2021 as we approach our warbirds event. W
unable to inaugurate it last year due to weatl
this will mark our first year to hold the event.

Whether you knew Larry or not, you will
reading perhaps for the first time oraading hi
lively account of his passion for RC warbirds.

were




Larry loved warbirds and his moniker in the club was Warbi
Larry. This moniker is no doubt officially retired from future pse i
our club, because quite simply, Larry owned the title.

I had the honor of addr es$ s i
and had the satisfaction of sharing with his family and friengls th
esteem and affection that we had and still have for him, and whe
he meant to the club.

We will be honoring Larry along with members of his family
who will be present with us at our warbirds event at North Branc
on Saturday, September 3rd. Our opening ceremony will bggin &
9:30, so please join us as we celebrate the life of our friend|Larr
Gray.

District Il VP Eric Williams honored Somerset RC at ouf
50th Anniversary Opening Day on May 21st at North Branch. Eri
presented our club with a commemorative plaque. District 1| new
for the month of July 2022 in Model Aviation Magazine featpred
our event. We thank Eric for joining us and recognizing us gn ou
special day.

Wishing you well in your days ahead.

We are family. We are Somerset RC.
Domecq Smith
President, Somerset RC
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On May 21, 2022, | artendec] the Somerset N
Chub's soth Annivessary Fly In at North Branch
Park in Brldgewater, New Jarasy. Maintamead by
e Suencrsel County Pazk Commission, e Lying
sita and the chub are featured prominently on
the park commission's websins Trambks oo sgoml
relatlonship with the cluly, the county dees a
greol job ol supporting the hobby!

The Sommerse: event was marled by several
apegial mmembranoes, a banner tow, and a
Hag rlsing ceremoeny, Cadkel Command Sxl.
Renneth Hiraldo and Cadet Ma|. Irisden Zehe of
the Frunklin Townuhip JROTC presented the
oo e aned performed a maving ceremony that
apenen] e Sestivilles,

Altvough the day's temsperalume was high,
numerous small and large models powered by
gas, glow, and electric flew at North Branch. Tt
wis @ wonderful mix of acrobutic and Scale
atrcraft, The club provided free fond and
relreshuments, which wis srcatly spprociakd,
Net to be outdonie wis the "ladies’ temt™ that
fratured apecialty foods,

SMike Do) and son, darow Chere with Somarsol
3redoeet Domecg Seih,

Iuring the day, | had e peividege of catching
up with District 1 Assoctole Yice President emur
irus Tom Murray, as well as Districr 11 Viee
Providve ceneritus Wey Do Cou, who alws servad
aF AMA's Westarn Region flying site conedizaror,
Falsomet Asron U hean, oneof Sueneead’s young
plots who has passed his pilot's tese. Boeh Aaron
and his father, Wike, are club members.

Dresentason af 138 MMA deard of Rscogntar ts the
Jomer et b olfcurs,

The highlaght of my duy was the presestation
of an AMA Award of Recognition o the ol ubs for
its colebration and “in recognition of & halt
century of nutsanding ab iealvemen: and
supporting model aviation we o fumily oefontod
community acrivirg.” Congratulations to the
Surncrset RC Club aesd bore's o aputher suocesstal
o0 VERIS,

Remember, it's not about what vou fly, it's about
the Frivend s yom rnake! i

Modedie stien >0m




AMA

ACADEMY OF
MODEL AERONAUTICS

Academy of Model Aeronautics

An associate member of the

National Aeronautic Association

And Aeromodeling Representative in the United States of America of the Fédération Aéronautique Intemationale.

Presents this Award to

Somerset RC Club
Award of Recognition

In recognition of a half century of outstanding club involvement and
supporting model aviation as a family oriented community activity.

District Vice President

4@%2 el i oA s —

Congratulations, Somerset RC
50 Years of Service




Feature Construction-Article

Using a Phone App to Check Incidence
by TimCullen

I f;}.ie‘l ;.‘e‘.’ ,‘H (“‘!”(if;.;
oz | bunch of retract sets, with 4 or more rolls of
Monokote covering laying around then|you
probably have one of these contraptions.

I f your shop has balsa dust, several spinpers,

a0 1‘\"

Ye s | | t O0s a wing Il nci de
probably 30 years old, and unfortunately the meter r
untimely demise years ago. Of course, | needed an ir
meter during a build, so it got me looking on the internet.
than purchasing a new meter, | came across a great app psing
cell phone as a level. The app accuracy was much better|than
mechanical swinging pendulum style of the original meter]Now
just had to adapt it to the existing rail. After a few measurgmer
and some solder, the new holding fixture was ready to bg test
Just rest my cell phone on the holding fixture (The buttons|of tr
phone case might throw off the reading just a bit. Nothing & sm:
piece of tape candot fiIx.).
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While working on a new plane, | wanted to check the inc
of the wing and tail. According to the plans, they are supp
be identical at 0.0. The model came to me already glassed |
for finishing. After setting the fuselage on my worktable,
showing .9 degrees pitch down. | installed the incident metg
are the results:

ider
DSEeC
hnd

It w
r, H




The wing and stab were exactly where they should be
and equal on both sides. My meter worked great, but more
was the quality built GP Sportster 90/120.

A few months back, club member Mike Slein was helpirg

out his parentdos home, and
never me t Mi ke ds dad, Shel
Unfortunately, our paths never crossed. Obviously, | coul

at
Nnote

cl
C
I

learned a few things from him about building. He knew How

build beautiful planes. The Sportster needed to be finished &
the electronics and engine
maiden it this week at North Branch and get it dialed in.

)
1 he
1
r
!

nd
i

| t 6s good t o know atrehlgstimongfo d

a quality buil der. | ol | hav

e
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Shelly Slein built Sportst

Rebirth

A Tim Cullen
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| Watem Looking Back at Last Year

I t was a summer of water. This is what cancelled our first Larry
Gray Warbirds Over North Branch event.

I t was August 23. Our inaugural Larry Gray Memorial Warlirds
event was only five days away (anybody got a wet vac?) The
water drained. The event cancelled. But 11 days later...

Tt
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Sme 17 days later w i
ry land reclaimed, E

Brouillard and Dave Sze,
cleaned and raised
bulletin board
frequency box, built
Bill. Since then our pos
rules have been renewe
the efforts of Bill Heizi
and Jeremy Keys.




Mystery Plane Challenge

ldentify the plane and the stripeshirted pilot. In the picture, this
control profile ship on Dacron lines powered by a Cox .049 on $0%
nitro glow fuel is ready for a flight. It is a word in the last sentence|that
IS the big hint as to who the pilot is (No, he does not still fbcantrol).
Send answers to domecgsmith@msn.com

An epic plane even
standards, the Carl Goldberg
Valkyrie was originally a free flight
design easily converted to RC today.
Congratulations once again krnie
Evonfior correctly identifying the
plane.
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Me mb er Pr of |

As far back as elemenfary
school, | always had a yast

love for flying. If there had been a
“'way for me to pursue a careqr as
an airline pilot, | would'ye
| definitely set sail on that course,
but back in the 70's there wgsn't
any opportunities that |1 knew |of
for a young Africahmerican kid from the ghettos of Newprk,
New Jersey to become an airline pilot. | grew up and liveql ab
three miles from Newark Airport. | remember days laying|in tr
park on a blanket on my back and just watching the airplangs fly
overhead on their final approach to Newark Airport. | fant@size
about being one of those pilots. In my early high school days, I I

this great idea on how to become a pilot. I'c#&i'{, ga—
the Air Force. | was all set to put this plan’ | -

action. | went down to the local recruiting Stisg, 17
and had a long talk with the recruiter. | set@Suts.
date to come back and take this test calldEigE
AVSAEiT Armed Services Vocational Aptit$
Batteryi a multiplechoice test that helps iderg
which military occupational specialties wouj
best for you. So to my dissatisfaction, |
informed that | did not score high enoug
enlist as a pilot. The recruiter told me 1 did ¢

14



high enough to enlist as an aircraft mechanic. The only g
there was, | didn't want to be an airrr=F

mechanic. | wanted to fly. So the w e
Air Force plan went out the window, &
of course | didn't enlist. If | had it to
all over again, | definitely woulc
enlisted as an aircraft mechanic.

flight and nothing to fly. There was a hobby shop in

robl

Ne

Brunswick, NJ which | went into one day, and | saw some very r

remote control airplanes. | thought it would be great to own
one of these airplanes, so | saved my coins and ever
purchased a highing red and white Cessna trainer. If | reme

and
tual
mbe

correctly, it had a Cox .049 engine in it. The plane came \vith

transmitter. | purchased some glow fuel and practiced get
engine running. | had breezed through the instructions tha

ing
t ca

with the plane and it was time for the maiden flight. My girlfriend

the time back in 1970 or so was Edee Jackson...man she
cool girl friend. Shedd be
shoes and socks off and her feet on the dashboard gazin

was
n
g a

and hanging on my every word. She was as excited as | was
this airplane and the maiden flight. She lived in New Brunswjick «

that's where we decided to maiden the airplane.

We found a nice open area. | started the airplane and
for takeoff. The plane rolled down the runway straight as ar
She nosed up, left the ground, and began a beautiful climb

rep:
arr
into

sudden, | realized | didn't know how to turn the airplane

sky. Wings level she was slightly climbing and flying out.%ll 0

our

15



and that was the last | seen of that airplane. Well you knpw t
super cool girlfriend of mine...I've never seen Edee Jacksgn la
so damn hard....in fact she laughed for three days. That wag enc
for me.

As a young man, my two favorite things to do were |to g
fishing and bowling, and for the next 45 years or so, that'q whe
did, although the love of flying never left my soul. | had nolidea

= \WOuld be 40+ years before | ended up |with
e another transmitter in my hands. There was .
S hobby shop in the next town over that | must have
L A8 nassed a thousand times and each time sayipg, «
= day I'm going in there. Champion Hobbigs in

&  Hillside, NJ on Route 22. One trip in the storg wa:

W% allit took to get the fire burning again. After gbou

€ ¥ a year of dabbling with helis and really gettifpg th

~ crap kicked out of me, a FB friend suggedted
give fixeewing a try. | started out really small, ultra micro pma
I've always had a love for military aircratft.
If it was fast, looked good and could [N
you to kingdom come, | needed to bjs
the pil ot 654 andg ¢ha 4
Corsair were my first and only u
micros.

| flew the wings off those planes &
after day before | moved on to wha
thought was a huge airplane. The /
Hobbies Brushless 39" Corsair. Man &8

16



was a beauty. At this stage of the hobby, | was learning as | w
along. | had no one to instruct and inform me on things |like
simple check list before you fly. | knew to check my gontr
surfaces. Everything worked just fine, but what | didnjt pec
attention to was that the ailerons were reversed. She took|off :
rolled right, | gave what would've been the proper stick input bt
well, you know what happened. The great thing about Ipeinc

videographer/photographer is | just about to have every flight I"
flown on video. For your enjoyment, you can see the flighf I ju
~described to you at
. https://www.youtube.com/watch?
s v=kinWW4iHPN4

n Warbird Larry

(written NovembebDecember 2020)
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