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From the President 

Opening Day for Somerset RC was 
celebrated with the dedication of  a 
new flag pole, field bulletin board, 
and introducing eight Boy Scouts to 
some of  the agony and ecstasy that 
our hobby can offer. We had a 

grand turnout 
of  our 
membership 

and guests. I thank Tony Rossi for  his pictures 
of  the event currently posted on our website. I 
thank him because I was bent over the 
uncooperative engine of the scoutõs newly built 
Kadet for all of  the morning as well as some of  
the afternoon. It was an engine whose 
cantankerousness just about converted Rich Blatt 
to the electric cause. When I later saw the 
pictures, I was surprised at how many planes had 
actually taken to the air that day. We were 
eventually able to get the engine running 
consistently, and all of  the scouts had the opportunity to fly it via buddy-
box. Thanks again to Dave Rollino (field cafe), Bill Brouillard , Dave 
Szabo, and Larry Gray (flag pole and bulletin board), Rich Blatt,  Jon 
Gerber, Larry Gray and Jim Vigani (instructors), and John Samtak 
(music). 
 

Please note that you will shortly be receiving a link to a survey. To 

better serve our members we want to collect information about your 
flying preferences and what you would like to see our club doing in the 
future. Your identity will not be asked, and the survey platform can not 
collect IP addresses. We will share the results in our next newsletter. 
Thanks to Dave Szabo who is undertaking this research. 
 

 In this  issue, we present Part 1 of  Bob Bothõs recent build of  

his 34% Krill Extra 330 LX. Itõs epic build reading. * Dave Szabo 
contributes an article about how to install an internal speaker system into 
your transmitter. * I report to you about recent developments regarding 
field accessibility at North Branch. * You can also read about George 
Mariasz unique story of  model aviation in our member profile. * And 
of  course our mystery plane challenge awaits you. 
 

ñDomecq Smith, President, Somerset RC 
    domecqsmith@msn.com 

Domecq handing a transmitter to scout 
Logan Shepherd after a buddy-box flight 

with him on Opening Day. 
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Feature Construction Article 
Building a GiantñKrill Extra 330 LX  Part 1 
by Bob Both 

M y winter project for this year was a 34% 

Krill Extra 330 LX. Krill models are composite and 
made in the Czech Republic. The Extra 330 LX was 
designed in collaboration with Krill by world 

champion Gernot Bruckmann.  
 

I chose the 34% version due to size limitations for me to handle and transport such 
an aircraft. Itõs very close in size to my Sukhoi that I had from Krill; its wing span is 
103ó, its length 97ó, and the finished weight is about 30 pounds.  
 
The Krill 330 LX was designed more for precision maneuvers as flown in IMAC 
and limited 3D. Krill has a 330 SC for 3D. 
 
Power is a DA 120 with the new carburetor and vent, and a pair of  newly 
designated KS 3086 cans for the DA 120. These are about 3 ½ inches longer than 
what was previously recommended and are rear dump. The plane has eight digital 
servos, three each Fromeco 5400 batteries, three Fromeco badger switches, Smart 
Fly power expanders, regulators at six volts and equalizers. Also, SWB pull/pull 
system, 27x10 three-blade prop, and a 32 ounce tank. It also has a Taildraggers tail-
wheel assembly. Radio will be my JR9503 with a JR 921 receiver and MKS 777 
servos delivering about 400 oz/in per servo at six volts. Last but not least, a whole 
lot of  paper with a portrait of  Benjamin Franklin on the front.  
 
I placed my order in October 2018 with Chief  Aircraft on a plane they had on 
order with Krill with a forecasted delivery date of  mid-November. November came 
to a close and no airplane. I became concerned, as the holiday rush was on, and the 
area truckers have not been kind to us modelers in the delivery of  our airplanes. 
With a model out of  Krill, any issues from damage would take months to replace. I 
couldnõt get the images out of my mind posted on òFlying Giantsó by another flyer 
in the area who last spring had a custom composite ARF trashed, and recently, 
there were two identical airplanes delivered just after Christmas to club members 
from the same company, and one was trashed and the other not a scratch.  
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I received an email when the delivery would happen. The 
plane arrived via FedEx truck to my home. When the driver 
opened the door, there, at the back of  the truck was my plane 
in its box, with a large hole in it! 
 
I took a deep breath and helped the driver off-load the box. I 
quickly removed the outside frame, and opened the box to inspect it for damage, and 
there was none. Chief  Aircraft took extra precautions and built a frame around the 
factory box. Even with that and a top name freight company, there was a hole the 
size of  a softball in the box. 
 
I hurried inside to assemble it for the first time. Once assembled, taking a step back, 
I got the whole effect, and believe me, it was an eye-full. The colors are bold and 
vibrant, and not a busy scheme, and the fit of  the wing saddle, 
canopy, cowl, and horizontal were all great.  
 
Sitting down with a cup of  coffee, looking at the plane, I was, 
oh, so thankful that it was here, finally, and in one pieceñ
Wow!  
 
So then I looked at the goody-bag with the plane. Krill offered nothing in the way 
of  instructions, or a bill of  materials of  what was included. If  you order a Krill, 
expect very limited information and support from the factory and Chief  Aircraft. I 
would also suggest you order their main wheels and tail wheel assembly. The wheel 
pants are narrow and finding a decent 4ó wheel that doesnõt require hogging out the 
side of  the wheel pant and weakening it is difficult. Same goes for the tail wheel. 
Their unit is well below what the asking price is here.  
 
So after initial inspection and assembly, I found a missing control horn from the bag 
of  hardware. I let Chief  know within two hours of  delivery, and almost six weeks 
later, I was still waiting for the missing part. The horn was special, and could not be 
duplicated here in the states, and finding it in Germany, the cost of  one was about 
$10 with another $35 for postage. After four weeks, they said they sent one to me, 
regular post. Without any documentation, I was told that it wouldnõt make it past 
customs. I waited two weeks after their first mailing, and let 
them know of  my feeling on their lack of  support. Three days 
later after another call to Chief  Aircraft, they sent one 
registered priority mail. It arrived on the 5th of  February. 
Their mistake cost them 90 Euros in mailing plus the $10 part.  
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So with all my parts, now I could focus on the build, and order what I needed. 
 
Getting the plane on its feet was the first plan of action. I purchased a set of 4ó 
DuBro main wheels and a Taildraggers RC tail wheel. The DuBro were the 
narrowest I could find in the diameter I required. Hogging out the side of  the pants 
weakens them, and custom matching pants from Krill are hard to come by and 
expensive.  
 
When I mounted the pants, I first reinforced the wheel pants inside with 1/8 light 
ply. Generally, the wheel pants were not thick enough for a blind nut and I used one 
for retaining the wheel pants on the landing gear. I then drilled and tapped the CF 
gear 5/16x24 fine threads for the axel. Locating the center for the axel on the pants 
for the desired wheel on the outside, I drilled a ½ inch hole in the pants on that 
center. The ıó hole is the same diameter as the outside of the 7/16 face of the 
DuBro axel. The axel face sets neatly in the hole and it only requires one blind nut to 
hold in place. Avoiding the cut-out for the typical mounting fashion with a slot cut in 
the wheel pants helps maintain the strength of  the wheel 
pants and they are less able to flex and crack. 
 

Mounting the Taildraggers tail wheel was straightforward. I used three 4/40 blind 
nuts with pocket washers and Allen cap screws.  
 
Since this model has no inside structure in the fuselage for mounting components, I 
took a little guidance from a friend that built the 330 SC and copied his designed for 
an internal ½ shelf  within the motor dome. This shelf  holds the throttle servo, 
ignition battery and ignition regulator. I also fabricated a small mount for the top of  
the motor dome for the ignition module.  
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Motor mounting can be a real pain. Iõve seen guys stand the fuselage straight up to 
mount the motor and use that method instead of  trying to hold the motor in place 
while on the wheels. Again, no help from Krill, but I found a layout for a DA 100 or 
3W on the internet at RC-Network.de for the 330 SC. The bolt pattern for the 100 
and 120 are the same, but not really certain of  this information, I came up with a 
system: I mounted the cowl and took the backplate of  the spinner to use for 
centering the motor. Taking a set of  V blocks to hold a carbon fiber shaft square and 
centered on the backplate of  the spinner, I located the spinner centered on the cowl, 
and with another carbon fiber shaft and Bic pen tip, transferred the center to the 
firewall. I covered the firewall in blue painters tape to lay out the bolt-pattern from 
the center that I established. The layout from a thread on RC-Network.de was close, 
but with small changes between models, it was better to be sure.  

 
The DA 120 needed 5/8ó stand offs to put the backplate of the 
spinner a strong 1/16 off  the cowl. I have read that on all of  the 330 
SCs built, that the plane ends up tail heavy. That seems to be relevant 
to almost all of  our models lately. Reading the history on several 
build forums, I learnt that Krill seems to prefer the use of  the Czech 
MVVS motor that is almost two pounds heavier than a DA or ZDZ. 
With that in mind, I had a sheet of  green phenolic and glued five 
layers together. The block of  material ended up weighing 10 ounces. 
The weight may not be enough, but it was a start. 
 
I drilled the phenolic for the bolt pattern of  the DA and grabbed some ¼ x 20 
screws to mount the motor. With the motor mounted I bolted on the headers to 
locate the cutout for them and the cans. The bottom of  the motor dome is angled so 
it was fairly easy. The opening had to be large enough to facilitate sliding the cans in. 
 
Next was to establish a mount for the KS soft mounts for the cans. The new 3086 
were 3 and ½ inches longer than the mufflers that were historically used with the DA 
120. The KS cans also have a reinforced area for the clamps from the soft mount, 
but using that mounting area was complicated.  


