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“Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?”. . . [Jesus] said to them, “Then
give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are
God’s.”
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There’s an old saying, that we can count on two things in life, “Death and taxes”. Well,
here we are in March, and some of us are in the midst of doing or thinking about doing
our taxes. I'm really thankful to my wife who does our taxes, but | occasionally get

nervous, wondering how much we are going to owe Uncle Sam this year. I'm certainly
not the first person to fret about taxes. As referenced in the above passage, taxation goes back a long
time. But I’'m not writing this to encourage you to do your taxes. What | hope to share in this brief article
is more of a focus on the second half of Jesus statement. “Give to God, the things that are God’s.” How
would you answer the question, “What do | owe God?” What things in your life are God’s? When you
think about your life, when you consider all that you are and all that you possess, to what extent do you
really act as if everything belongs to God? If you’re aware of a part of your life that you’re holding back
from God, talk with the Lord about this. Be honest in telling Him why you’re reluctant. And ask the Lord
for help in surrendering more fully to Him. Lent is a very appropriate season, to embrace surrendering
our lives to God. | hope you'll consider it. You may just discover that the more you surrender yourself to
Him, God sets you free to discover His abundance,
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