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New Clinical Recommendations Reinforce Need for Federal Action
on Breast Cancer Screening

CINCINNATI, OHIO—This month, the Women'’s Preventive Services Initiative
(WPSI) released updated clinical recormmendations calling for women at average
risk of breast cancer to begin mammography screening between ages 40 and 50,
with screening occurring every one to two years and continuing through at least
age 74. The guidance also emphasizes that women may require additional
imaging, such as MR, ultrasound, or diagnostic mammography, alongside
pathology evaluation, to complete the screening process or evaluate findings for
malignancies.

While these recommendations represent an important step forward, they also
highlight a critical national coverage gap. Many women still cannot access the
full range of screening they need, particularly if they have dense breast tissue or
are on Medicare.

Dense breast tissue is present in nearly half of all women and can both increase
cancer risk and make tumors harder to detect on standard mammograms. Yet
current federal law does not guarantee coverage for the supplemental imaging
that dense-breasted women often require, leaving many to forgo essential tests
due to cost. Similarly, Medicare does not consistently cover supplemental
imaging, even though age is the greatest risk factor for breast cancer.

These gaps put lives at risk.

That is why advocates, clinicians, and survivors across the country are calling on
Congress to pass the Find It Early Act, a bipartisan federal bill that would ensure
all health plans, including Medicare, cover the full spectrum of medically
necessary breast imaging regardless of risk, and with no out-of-pocket costs.

“The science is clear: early detection saves lives,” said Pink Eraser Project
Founding Executive Director Michele Young. “But early detection only works
when women can actually access the imaging their doctors recommend. The
Find It Early Act closes the gaps that continue to leave too many women behind.
It's time to make early detection a right, not a privilege.”

“These updated guidelines swiftly reaffirm the importance of regular screening
and follow-up imaging, but guidance alone doesn’t guarantee access. The Find It
Early Act is the missing piece that ensures women, no matter their income or zip
code, can access the very tests that could save their lives,” said Erin Weldon,
Director of Strategic Impact at the Pink Eraser Project.


https://www.womenspreventivehealth.org/recommendations/breast-cancer/
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1514640216403624
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/types/breast-cancer/screening-tests-and-early-detection/mammograms/breast-density-and-your-mammogram-report.html#:~:text=in%20your%20browser.-,Why%20is%20breast%20density%20important?,I%20have%20dense%20breast%20tissue?
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-care/told-get-extra-breast-cancer-screenings-stuck-bill-rcna191446
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/19/health/dense-breast-mammograms-medicare.html
https://delauro.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/delauro-fitzpatrick-and-katie-couric-reintroduce-find-it-early-act#:~:text=%E2%80%9CEarly%20detection%20is%20key%20%E2%80%94%2099,no%20cost%20to%20the%20patient.

As WPSI's recommmendations reaffirm the importance of regular screening and
timely follow-up imaging, the need for federal action has never been more
urgent. Passing the Find It Early Act would ensure that every woman, regardless
of age, income, insurance type, or breast density, has access to the care required
to detect breast cancer as early as possible.

In fact, studies show that investing in early detection lowers both human and
financial tolls. For instance, the American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network
(ACS CAN) estimates that removing out-of-pocket costs for follow-up screening
nationwide could prevent 7,568 cases of late-stage breast cancer each year.
Another study found that when the indirect and direct costs are added, including
lost productivity in later stages and unnecessary deaths, the cost savings from
early detection and treatment are extraordinary. According to a 2024 McKinsey
Health Institute report, improving women's health outcomes could boost the U.S.
economy by $1 trillion per year by 2040 and allow the equivalent of 137 million
women to fully participate in the labor market.

The Pink Eraser Project has been working to close the gaps in the breast cancer
care system to ensure women have access to early detection:

e InJune 2022, Young sponsored the passage of House Bill 371, which brought
diagnostic screening to all women in Ohio.

e In October 2022, an interview with Young helped to inspire the Find it Early
Act at the national level to ensure women have access to the screenings they
need.

e Since 2025, the Pink Eraser Project has been advocating for House Bill 271, the
BEST Act, which will expand coverage and reduce costs for diagnostic tests
and scans.

e In 2025, the Pink Eraser Project released its first Pink Paper on the financial
toxicity of breast cancer.
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The Pink Eraser Project is a non-profit organization founded in 2024 out of the
lifelong collaborative vision of Michele Young, a stage IV breast cancer survivor,
lawyer, and mother of five. It is committed to saving lives by transforming the state
of breast cancer care and advancing the policies that will #EraseBreastCancer
today and for future generations. Visit PinkEraserProject.org to learn more. Follow
Pink Eraser Project on Facebook and Instagram @PinkEraserProject.
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https://www.mckinsey.com/mhi/our-insights/closing-the-womens-health-gap-a-1-trillion-dollar-opportunity-to-improve-lives-and-economies
https://www.mckinsey.com/mhi/our-insights/closing-the-womens-health-gap-a-1-trillion-dollar-opportunity-to-improve-lives-and-economies
https://www.uchealth.com/en/media-room/press-releases/uc-health-ohio-legislators-announce-expanded-breast-cancer-screening-access
https://katiecouric.com/podcast/next-question/katie-couric-daughters-on-breast-cancer-diagnosis-news/
https://www.cincinnati.com/story/news/2025/05/09/breast-cancer-screening-is-costly-state-lawmakers-want-to-change-that/83511422007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=false&gca-epti=z116153p000050c000050u116253d00----v116153&gca-ft=230&gca-ds=sophi
https://pinkeraserproject.org/pink-paper%3A-nationwide
http://pinkeraserproject.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pinkeraserproject
https://www.instagram.com/pinkeraserproject/

