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Vows – What are they?
There are two types of vows: Legal Vows and Personal Vows
The vows are the most important part of the wedding ceremony, for this is the moment when the couple make their promises to each other. While your personal vows can include almost anything you desire, there is a short statement that both parties must legally say along with all the other lovely things the Legal Vows:
"I call upon the people here present to witness that I [full name of Party 1], take you, [full name of Party 2], to be my lawful wedded [wife/husband/spouse/partner in marriage]."
These mandatory words must include your legal given names, not nicknames; surnames may be excluded provided they are said at some earlier stage of the ceremony. Many couples ask me what exactly these legal vows mean - they're phrased in an unfamiliar (and somewhat archaic!) way. Basically, you're asking all your guests to be witnesses to you taking your beloved to be your legal spouse! The legally required wording must be included at some stage in the ceremony. 
HOWEVER! It is very common in ceremonies to say more than what is legally required of you. This where the Personal Vows, come in. This is your time, in front of your friends and family, to proclaim how proud and lucky you are to marry the other person up there. That’s where this Vow Pack comes in handy.
If you'd like to try writing your own vows, I'd be more than happy to give you a hand if you're struggling to find the right words, but I encourage you to give it a go. This is your chance to tell your partner what you promise for your relationship to come; make your vows a response to the awe-inspiring moment you're taking part in (your marriage ceremony) and the even more inspiring person you are in that ceremony with. Make sure your significant other knows with no doubt how you feel, how they make you feel, and what vow you are making in response to the commitment you're both entering into. On the next page there are some questions you could respond to as a starting point for writing your vows.
While you can choose to write your own vows (and I encourage you to try!) please don't feel any pressure to come up with something completely unique, or to be Shakespeare! If it's just not working for you, I have plenty of samples (the next pages include just some of my vow samples) and there are plenty of resources on the internet to draw from (see page 3 of this pack for some links). 
One more thing to think about is whether you would like to repeat the vows and the ring ceremony wording after me or hold cue cards and read them yourselves without the cues from me. I don't recommend attempting to memorise the words here - your wedding day is an extremely emotional one and you're bound to forget something really important!
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Things to keep in mind:
You don’t need to put the Legal Vows inside your Personal Vows, unless you really want to 
- Usually we say them later.
PLEASE DON’T USE AI - For the love of your partner, the moment, and in the name of being true and honest and speaking from the heart, please please please use your own words. 
(Going online for inspiration and jumping off points is fine but please resist the urge to use someone/thing else's words in your vows)
Vows can be any length; a short, sweet heartfelt sentence, a declaration of love, or a full page of stories, moments you cherish and promises you want to make to your favourite person in front of everyone. As long as it feels like you and will make your soon to be spouse laugh and cry, I’m here for it!
Most of the time I find the 350-word mark to be the gold standard, most readers get through this in about 3 or 4 minutes, which when doubled (there’s two of you up there) makes for a beautiful 10ish minutes in the ceremony. 
It’s about finding a nice middle ground, light-heartedness, and tear jerkers. In-jokes and playing around mixed with what you are looking forward to about being married.
When thinking of things to say, focus on memories you have of your partner, what do they do that you love? Actions and features, “I love how seriously you take the choice of your evening tea” or “I love the look you get just before you’re about to do something cheeky”.
Try to stay away from mentioning too many things they do FOR you, switch up the wording to tell them what they ARE. “I like that you make me breaky each morning” isn’t as nice as “You’re a great cook, No one makes porridge like you do! Every morning is a perfect start”.
Keep it positive! A bit of banter and light ribbing is a great laugh during the ceremony, but please stay away from language like “I haven’t always been the best partner” or the dreaded “Thanks for putting up with me.” If you are going to follow one of those sentences up with “But I promise to… XYZ” just open with the promise! 

Jumping off points:
What was your first thought when you met them/fell in love with them?
What do you love most about them?
When are you happiest with them?
What is the Smallest/Biggest gesture they do/have done that makes you feel loved?
What is your favourite memory of them?
What has your partner taught you?
What do you have now that you didn’t before?
What is in your future together? / What are you looking forward to?
What promises do you want to make today? 


Vow Writing Prompts
Writing your vows from scratch can be an overwhelming prospect, and many of my couples tell me they don't know where to start. Instead of trying to construct sentences, answer all or some of these questions, or finish the sentences. From the answers you’ll have, I think you’ll have a pretty good foundation for creating some heartfelt and purposeful vows. Remember your vows should be meaningful, personal, and in your own words.
· What is the purpose of YOUR wedding vows?
· Why are you getting married?
· When did you know you wanted to marry your partner?
· Why do you want to marry them?
· What do you hope will change, or improve, when you are married?
· How do you want your partner to feel as they hear the vows?
· What commitment are you actually making?
· What is something cute your partner does?
· What was a defining moment in your relationship?
· What defines your relationship now?
· What will define your relationship in the future?
· What do you just love about them?
· Why do you love them?
· Why will you always love them?
· Is there something special you want to promise?
· Where do you see you both being in 1 year? 5 years? 50 years?
· I love the way you…
· I love you for teaching me…
· I feel so lucky…
· Thank you for giving me…
· I promise to be…
· Thank you for showing me…
Now you’ve answered those questions or finished the sentences, use your answers as the basis for your vows. Start out by making them feel like a million dollars. Compliment them, encourage them, affirm them. Let them know you’re here for them and them only. Now, make a promise, make a vow, perhaps even many promises or vows. This is the “why” behind the “let’s get married”. Then wrap it all up with a quick look to the future, create a path forward for the both of you.
Now you’re vowing! 


FRAMEWORK
If you want to write really lovely and succinct vows, Just work your way through these four topics. 
In Order.
Gratitude: What are you grateful for? This is the WHY of the thing, Why are you standing up here? Why are you getting married? Who is this person standing up here to you?
Reflection: Look backwards, What has your partner taught you? How have you grown? What have you achieved? What have you survived? This is a good spot for an anecdote or an old joke/ in joke.
Anticipation:  Now look forwards, What are you looking forward to? What makes you excited about the future? Both concrete and abstract plans. A house, a holiday, a family, more dogs? Are you secretly looking forward to your 50th wedding anniversary? Are you looking forward to coming home and having the most wonderful lap to lay your head on?
Promise: They're called Vows for a reason. Finish up with a Promise, a Vow. This can be heartfelt and ephemeral, a promise to be the keeper of their heart, or 100% a “Wedding Chore” you are taking on.  I LOVE the idea of giving yourself a “task” to maintain your marriage. A promise to always wake up first and put the kettle on, might just be the small thing that you ALREADY DO but now its an affirmation of your marriage vows. And 10 years down the track when that one day you aren't home for whatever reason and your partner has to do it themselves, hopefully they get to have that moment of gratitude when it dawns on them, 3000 cups of tea ago they never had to boil water.

Vow Suggestions
There are a LOT of resources available on the internet to help you write your vows. The following blog posts and blog post collections have some great suggestions for writing authentic, heartfelt vows, and you might find any or all of them useful in developing your own vows!
http://www.sarahaird.com.au/awesome-wedding-vows/
https://www.wedshed.com.au/how-to-write-your-own-wedding-vows-a-guide/ 
https://www.i-do.com.au/wedding-tips/wedding-vows-wedding-readings-poems/41-modern-wedding-vows/1698/
http://www.easyweddings.com.au/articles/25-fun-wedding-vows-for-modern-couples/
http://offbeatbride.com/tag/vows/
https://lover.ly/planning/celebrity-buzz/movie-and-tv-show-vows/
http://www.bridesdiary.com.au/on-the-day/articles/101/writing-your-wedding-vows
http://apracticalwedding.com/write-wedding-vows/
https://www.theknot.com/content/how-to-write-your-own-wedding-vows
https://www.weddingclub.com.au/inspiration/reception-ceremony/vows-readings/20-tips-for-writing-your-own-wedding-vows
http://tailoredfitphotography.com/ultimate-wedding-vow-guide-writing-wedding-vows-wedding-vow-templates/
http://www.brides.com/story/guide-to-writing-your-own-wedding-vows



Vow Examples

My dearest [Name], standing here today, I look back at the last 7 years together with so much joy, and I feel excited about the future that is ahead of us.  
We have visited 16 different countries together and have had many Australian trips as well, and with each adventure, we have grown closer together.  However, it is maybe in-between all these adventures that our relationship has really blossomed.  
Together, we have created such a wonderful home, in no small part because of your dedication to the details, such as the flowers and the gardens.  
It is a place that I love to come home to, where we can share about a long day at work and then turn into couch-potatoes.  
You are such a strong and caring person.  I’m amazed by your ability to connect with everyone around you.  Whether it is a family member, a friend, or a colleague in need, you are the first to offer help, and you are the first person they rely on.  Life has not always been fair, and the last few years have included many challenges.  
In these, I hope I have been able to provide you with as much support and care as you have given to me.  You are my rock, and I promise to be yours, offering a hug or a shoulder to lean on whenever you require.  
[Name], you are the most incredible person I know.  
I love you, and I feel proud to be able to call you, my partner.  Together, we will have many more adventures, at home and abroad.  There are so many more food places to try!  
(And at least now I no longer have to add every visited country to my immigration applications).  
Whatever our plans might become, I know that we will be happy together, and that together we can face what life throws at us.


[Name]. I never imagined myself getting married, or being unconditionally loved by someone as intelligent, handsome and witty as you. Some people never get to meet their soulmates but I am so lucky to have found mine so early and to have created a friendship with you that will last forever.
You’re the calm to my chaos, my stability and security. Not even that, to so many people, you are the greatest son, brother and friend. You have been the greatest uncle to our nephews and nieces. Not many people would have the patience to spend over 2 hours creating an a2 sized card that included a pop out dinosaur for their niece’s 4th birthday. It’s the little things like this that you do that makes everyone love you.
I have said this since Year 11 and I’ll say it forever, I absolutely adore you. Your ongoing acts of kindness and bursts of silliness where you break out into a song or force Archie to do his pre-breakfast dance are my favourite parts of every day. Thank-you for making me fall in love with life all over again.
I often say I love you more and I mean it. But not in the competitive, humorous way that we often say it. I love you more than any distance that has and may keep us apart. I love you more than any of the bad days. I love you more than any challenge or obstacle that we may have to overcome. I love you more than anything. I pinky promise that I will be the best version of myself for you, for our dog and for the kiddies that we will have one day. I promise to be present with you, to ride the waves of life with you, to challenge you and to return the unconditional love and support that you have always provided me.
Anywhere with you is everywhere I want to be and I am so excited to spend the rest of my life with you. I love you more.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
My handsome groom, my best friend. Today we begin the start of our new journey in life together as one. Looking back on our time together I truly believe that the person who’s right for you won’t be hard to love. Being by your side has been effortless and not a day has gone by where you have let me believe I’m anything but the only person for you.
Your support and hard work to provide us with a life we love is unmatched, even if it means I have to wake up super early to pack you a work lunch everyday. I have been lucky enough to be a part of your growth over the years and watch you become the loyal, understanding and compassionate man that we all know and love today.
The unwavering love you have for our little family will forever be my most valued possession. I am madly in love with the man you are today, and I cannot wait to have a front row seat to witness you pour the same love and care you have for me into our children one day.
The concept of getting old can be scary, but the thought of growing old with you, my best friend, is something to truly look forward to.
I promise to love you unconditionally, continue to be your biggest cheerleader and always push you to be your best self.
I know life will throw us challenges, but I will never leave your side, you never have to doubt that.
You are my life partner and nothing will ever change that.
To my soul mate, partner for life, and now my husband. I will always love you.


Well, this feels weird…
Weird to stand up here, and declare our love for each other, when I feel we do this every day in our own little ways.
From the day we met, you always wanted to do everything for me, and as a strong, independent woman, this was a completely foreign concept for me. But, I quickly learnt that this is your love language; acts of service. And, I adore this.
I love how you never fail to text me ‘Good morning, babe, I hope you have a good day’, that you check on me when I’m sleeping, creepy but I get it and especially when an amazon package mysteriously arrives, usually containing something I have said I liked the day before. I love that you drive slower when I’m in the car, that you read the subtitles out loud when I can’t see, or how you always ensure I have fresh sheets so I can collapse into bed after a big event finishes.
 I often hear that marriage changes you, and I kind of hope it does, as I’m really over you stacking the dishwasher like a big dopey ape, leaving a trail of destruction in the house and how you always forget to take the bins out, to the point where our lovely neighbours send you reminders. Bin day is always Tuesday babe.
But, if that is the worst of it, then life is pretty great!  I think you are perfect, and that we are a total vibe. I promise to never call you Hubby, if you promise to never call me wifey, I promise to stop leaving my dirty tissues inside teacups and to always put the lids inside the cans. I will always endeavour to have Cheese & Bacon shapes in the pantry and grab you a cold red bull every time I go to the servo. This is my love language.
 I can’t wait to grow old with you, although it feels we already are, no cap. I look forward to one day retiring to our humble hobby farm, where you can weld all day and I can bake pies for the local store. Like we always say ‘I love us’ and I hope that ‘us’ is forever.


[Name]. We made it!
After all our time together, hours and hours and weeks and years of wedding planning, tears, temptations of eloping and much excitement. I'm so so happy to finally be standing here with you today.
As I'm writing these, you've come to give me a hug and tell me it's time for bed by climbing on the chair I'm on and almost tipping it over. Its little goofy moments like these that remind me how much I love you.
I appreciate all of the support you give me. I especially want to take a moment to thank you for making me coffee every morning so I'm not late to work. I'm sure all the people who are on the road with me on my way to work, and my colleagues thank you too.
You've been here for me through some of the hardest things I've faced and you are one of my biggest reasons for wanting to be alive today. I am my favourite version of me when I am with you. You bring out my best, and I feel my strongest with you by my side.
I'm looking forward to our big future adventures like travelling to see the Northern Lights or fighting battles with our friends and the quieter moments like cuddles, cups of tea and sitting together with our fur babies.
On this day I promise to keep loving you as much as I can, to support you to be the person you want to be and hold you in moments of vulnerability. There is no one else I'd want by my side through a pandemic, problem solving social, job changes or anything else life wants to throw our way.
[Name], you are one of a kind. They say opposites attract but I never knew how much they could compliment each other.
You're my spontaneous to my planning, the loud to my quiet, the calm to my ferocity, the tall to my short, the sensible to my impulsivity, the decisive to my many many questions and my favourite human. I love you so much and one of my main goals from this moment on is to make sure you feel that every single day. 


I have no idea how to put into words just how much you mean to me, but here goes.  
Little did I know that in that moment I met you, It would lead to this day.  Me standing here in front of the most beautiful person I'd ever meet, getting to marry them.  
I still can't believe just how lucky we are to have found each other.  We danced around each other in similar friendship groups for a very long time, but I'm glad we somehow managed to meet at just the right time.  
Looking back at the last 9 years I have loved and cherished every moment with you.   I knew we were something good right from the first 4th of July we spent together, in our “borrowed” American outfits, forever to be known as the first Loss of Independence Day.   
I love how intelligent, strong and dedicated you are at everything that you do.  You're the life of the party and make everything better just by being around.  Whether I like it or not, I am constantly reminded that you're my better half.  Every time I go somewhere the first thing I get asked is; Where is Jacinta?
I love how you're always eager to go on any adventure with me, big or small.  And over the years there have been quite a few.  From big overseas trips like travelling Asia, Europe or America or short weekends away to the high country, you're always looking for activities to do, mountains to climb, and rocks to scramble on.  We always have the most amazing times together, and never mind getting lost in the hunt for the promise of somewhere interesting.   
I love how effortlessly we communicate with each other and can always sense how the other is feeling.  It's still hard to believe that we spent the better part of a year living in a van together and didn’t have a single fight.  Even when I tried my best to gas us out in Oregon.  We have the most honest conversations together and are always able to share our opinions and how we're feeling.  When we do disagree with each other, there'll never anything a bottle of wine and a tub of ice cream can’t fix.  
I love how you're always willing to speak your mind, you don’t put up with any rubbish, especially mine.  You always let people know your opinion, whether they’ve asked for it or not.
I love how you go along with my dumb ideas, then always try to one up them.   If I suggest sneaking into the spa at a hotel we're not staying at, you're right there getting the staff to serve us our own "imported" drinks.  If I suggest we pretend that we’re members at a winery, you're right in there doubling down on the ruse inventing an entire Canadian side of the family to make it seem plausible we belong.  
I love how you are endlessly entertaining.  You always carry the conversation or come up with a competitive game to play when we're bored or on a long car trip.  I'm still not sure why you try to tell people you don’t talk much.  You're the most talkative person I know, and it’s amazing.  I'm sure at this stage that I can recite your life since you were 5 as if I had been there the whole time.  I wouldn’t have it any other way.  
You’re the most amazing person I know, my best friend.  You continue to challenge me and make me always want to be better.  We’ve come so far together, and today is really a celebration of everything that we are.  I cannot wait for the endless stream of adventures the future holds for us.  
I love you with all my heart, and now I get to call you, my wife.


[Name], 
If anyone had told me 12 years ago that I’d be standing here in a wedding dress marrying you I would have laughed. But boy is life full of surprises, and I know we are practically married already but something about making it official today is so special. We haven’t even started the day but it’s already turning out to be one of the best days of my life!!
I want to take this time to tell you how grateful and lucky I feel to have crossed paths with you all those years ago. Our first date was still one of the best nights of my life. And I love how we still have that much fun together. Whether it’s travelling or sitting at home on our own having spicy margs. 
You are my best friend and not a day goes by that you don’t make me laugh. I love looking out into the garage and watching you tinkering all day on your bikes mate how much work those things need. But it makes me smile watching you. I love that we built a home for you to enjoy doing the things you love.
I love how you support me with everything I do. I love how you love my daughter and support her. I love how you walk the dogs most nights because I can’t be bothered, I love how you fill up my car with petrol because you know I hate it ! I just love the way you love me.
I love doing life with you babe and I’m so happy i get to be with you forever.  I promise to keep loving you and being your best friend. I promise to try and not spend all our money on the home gym I never use and other random shit but most of all I promise to laugh with you in times of joy and comfort you in times of sorrow. I vow to be your partner in all things, and to create a life filled with laughter, love, understanding and adventure. Today, tomorrow, and always.

Hey [Name],
I stand here today to express my love and lifelong commitment to you. From the first moment our paths crossed, I knew I had found my life partner and best friend.
I can't help but think about how lucky I am to have you by my side. From the moment we met, I knew there was something special about you. Your beauty, your intelligence, your zest for life—everything about you drew me in, and I knew I had found someone amazing.
You know, you have this way of making everything better. Your beautiful smile can make my day, you make me laugh, you inspire me, you make me happy.
As we take this next step together, I want you to know that I'm all in. I promise to love you with everything I've got, to be there for you through thick and thin, and to always put us first. We're a team, you and me, and together, there's nothing we can't handle.
In the future, I see us growing old together, still laughing and joking like we do now. I see us taking on new adventures together, travelling the world. I see us growing stronger than ever, still deeply in love and more connected than ever.
[Name], you're my rock, my best friend, and the love of my life. And I can't wait to spend the rest of our life together.
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