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[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]
Introduction
Thank you for selecting me as your celebrant for your wedding day. I understand that your wedding will be one of the most important days in your life, and I look forward to working closely with you to craft a ceremony that will be uniquely yours.
This guide is divided into several sections. Following some important information about things for you to consider and do before your wedding is the Ceremony Builder (the fun part!). Ultimately, as long as you include the legally required wording and sign the official certificates, your ceremony can take whatever form you would like. You don't have to follow my ceremony outline or use any of the included samples, but the Ceremony Builder contains a range of ideas that you might like to incorporate, or that you may like to use as inspiration to develop your own special words. Please review the Ceremony Builder before our next meeting, at which time we can work through the booklet together, or you can let me know about your own ideas (and remember, I'm good enough that I can manage anything you throw at me, so feel free to include any whacky suggestions you may have!).
The final part of the guide contains important information for you about the legal aspects of getting married and using a celebrant. Please do not hesitate to ask me questions or discuss any issues raised by the information provided here. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Role of the Celebrant
Today, approximately 76% of marriages in Australia are performed by Commonwealth Registered Marriage Celebrants. The Marriage Celebrants Program was introduced in 1973 to provide a meaningful alternative for couples not wanting to marry in a religious institution or at a Registry Office. Civil celebrants are appointed by the Commonwealth Attorney General's Department to conduct ceremonies. Celebrants must be committed to professionalism and sensitivity in their performance of marriage ceremonies, and must follow a complex set of legal rules. 
It is the celebrant's role to explain the legal ramifications of marriage to couples and ensure they understand the relationship they are entering into; to complete legal paperwork that provides for the registration of the marriage; to write and deliver a ceremony that both satisfies legal requirements and is personal and special to each couple, and to respect and recognise the social, cultural and legal importance of marriage in Australia.

[bookmark: _heading=h.1fob9te]Legal Requirements for Marriage in Australia
In order to marry in Australia, parties to the marriage must meet the following criteria:
· Parties must be aged 18 years or over
· Parties must not be married to someone else (or each other)
· Parties must not be in a prohibited relationship
· Parties must give real consent.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3znysh7]Preparing for Your Big Day
[bookmark: _heading=h.2et92p0]Completing the Notice of Intended Marriage (NOIM) 
Couples who meet the criteria listed in the previous section are free to marry in Australia, and must give notice to the Commonwealth Government through their celebrant that they wish to marry. The Notice of Intended Marriage must be completed no less than one month, and no more than 18 months, prior to your ceremony. The completed NOIM remains with me until after the wedding is solemnised, at which point I will lodge it, along with your other wedding documents, with the Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages.
I need to see originals of the following documents:
· Proof of your date and place of birth: either your official birth certificate OR passport. Passports are a convenient way of confirming your date and place of birth. However all the other information required to complete the NOIM (such as your mother’s full maiden name) can be found on your birth certificate, so if you don’t know this information it’s easier just to get a copy of your birth certificate! If the document you present is in another language, I will need to see a formal translation of it.
· Photo identification: your passport, driver's licence, or proof of age card. 
· Evidence of the dissolution of your most recent marriage if you have been married previously: a divorce certificate or death certificate.
I need to sight the original (not a certified photocopy) of each of these documents preferably at the time we complete the NOIM, which will be at our next meeting, but absolutely no later than 48 hours prior to the ceremony. If you are having trouble obtaining these documents, please contact me to discuss as soon as possible.
To complete the NOIM I will also need the following information (some of it may be included on your birth certificate):
· If you were born outside Australia, the total number of years and months you have been resident in Australia
· Father's full name and country of birth
· Mother's full maiden name and country of birth
· Number of previous marriages, and date of each previous marriage ceremony
· Number of children of the previous marriage/s and their year/s of birth.
[bookmark: _heading=h.tyjcwt]Signing the Declaration of No Legal Impediment to Marriage (DONLIM)
Both parties to the marriage will need to sign a declaration before the wedding that states that you are not currently married, that you are not in a prohibited relationship (e.g. siblings or parent and child), that you are of marriageable age (over 18 years old), and that you believe there is no other legal impediment to your marriage. It is often most convenient to do this at the rehearsal, but we can do it directly before the ceremony.
[bookmark: _heading=h.3dy6vkm]
Witnesses  
Under the Marriage Act, a marriage may not be solemnised unless at least two persons are present at the ceremony who appear to be over the age of 18 years. They will sign the marriage certificates in their capacity as witnesses to your marriage. 
It is your responsibility to arrange for the attendance of two witnesses. Many couples use their primary attendants as their witnesses, however you may like to invite other people such as your mothers or other guests to be the witnesses. The only rules are that the witnesses need to appear to be over 18, and need to be able to hear and understand the ceremony.
I will need you to let me know the full names of the witnesses prior to the ceremony so I can prepare the marriage certificates.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1t3h5sf]Venue	
If your ceremony is going to be outside, you MUST have a back-up plan for rain (if it’s a change of venue, how will guests find out?) or extreme heat (shade for the wedding party at the very least, water for guests). I cannot stress enough how important these back-up plans are - they need to be realistic and reliable! 
We also need to discuss whether the venue will provide a table, tablecloth and two chairs for signing the official certificates. If not available at the venue, we can discuss other options. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.4d34og8]Wedding Party
It is completely up to you who you choose to stand beside you at your ceremony, or even if you have a wedding party at all. A wedding party may include bridesmaids, groomsmen, bridespeople, groomspeople, flower girls/people/boys, page boys/people/girls, ring bearers, whatever and whomever you like! Remember that you don't HAVE to have a wedding party at all, and if you do have one, that the numbers of attendants on each side DON'T have to be equal.
[bookmark: _heading=h.2s8eyo1]Rehearsal
It is completely up to you whether or not you hold a rehearsal, personally I don’t find them exceptionally useful, but it can be calming for the nerves and allow us to go over some finer details about the ceremony. I suggest having anyone that is doing anything special during the ceremony . ie wedding party, anyone giving a reading/moving, but don't feel you can't have a rehearsal if you can't get everyone together; it can be difficult enough to get them all there on the wedding day, let alone for a rehearsal in the week before! Take the time to run through the processional (the entrance of the wedding party), where everyone stands, how to physically move between the different sections of the ceremony, if there is anyone standing up and coming forward for a reading etc
I encourage you to book a time with the venue for approximately one week prior to your wedding. Organise this with the venue and me as early as possible.
I don’t attend rehearsals – I don’t think I’m particularly useful and can organise everything we need in the hour before the ceremony. When it comes to the processional, I’ll be up the front there and its simple enough to signal to your wedding party and to you both where to stand in the moment you come down the aisle.
[bookmark: _heading=h.17dp8vu]
Positioning	
You will need to decide how you would like to stand during the ceremony. I usually have the couple stand next to each other (facing each other for the vows and ring ceremony), and I stand in between (The priest position) but I can also stand between one party and their primary attendant, with the other attendants flowing out from either side. Which side who stands on and other positioning issues can depend on the shape of the ceremony space at your venue, the size of your wedding party, and other factors such as sun position and wind direction. The rehearsal is a great opportunity to figure this out!
[bookmark: _heading=h.3rdcrjn]Music	
Music is a really important part of the wedding ceremony. I generally suggest you select at least four of your favourite songs or pieces of music:
· One for the processional (walking down the aisle)
· Two to be played while the official paperwork is signed
· One for the recessional (after you are presented as a newly married couple and walk back up the aisle)
You may also want background music if you choose to have a ritual, or you may choose to have a special song performed instead of a reading. One of the things I like to do at the rehearsal is practise the processional to the song you have chosen to make sure the timing works well.
I have a large playlist of songs and music you may wish to consider, or you can choose songs that have a special meaning for you as a couple. Please make sure you listen to all the lyrics of any songs you choose, not just the chorus, to ensure they're completely wedding appropriate!
[bookmark: _heading=h.26in1rg]Unplugged Ceremonies
An unplugged ceremony is one where I ask your guests to put aside their cameras and phones and not take any photos during the ceremony. There are a few reasons you might want to consider this:
· You've hired a (probably expensive) professional photographer and you don't want anyone to obstruct their work.
· You want your guests to be truly present during the ceremony rather than fiddling with Instagram filters.
· When you look at your guests, you want to see their faces rather than the backs of their phones.
This is absolutely not compulsory (you might want your guests to go crazy with pics and post them all over social media!) but definitely something we can discuss if it's meaningful to you. 
If you are comfortable with your guests posting pictures to social media, you might want to consider having a hashtag for the day so that you can easily search for and find those images later on.

[bookmark: _heading=h.lnxbz9]Ceremony Builder
This is the fun part! This is a guide to help you choose exactly what you would like to include in your wedding ceremony.
Below is an outline of a basic traditional ceremony. Remember, you don't need to follow this outline, or you can follow it but change the order of the steps. As long as the legally required sections (in bold below) are included and the marriage certificates are signed, your ceremony can take whatever form you want!
In this booklet, you will find a range of ideas that you might like to incorporate into each section of your ceremony. If you have any questions or concerns let me know and I will be happy to help. I also want to hear your ideas - the traditional ones as well as the completely whacky ones! Let's work together to build something really unique that is just about you and your relationship.
With all sections, in many cases you can choose as many or as few of the provided options as you like, or simply use them as a starting point to develop your own.
[bookmark: _heading=h.35nkun2]Rules
There are no rules! Throw out anything that doesn’t mean something to you as a couple. If you can’t find a good reason for doing something other than “it’s tradition” or “because that’s what everyone does,” I strongly suggest you consider not doing it.
Also remember that if you don't like any of the samples in this book, don't worry - they're not the only options you have! We can always find some other words that better resonate with you.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1ksv4uv]Outline of a Basic Ceremony
· Processional
· Welcome/Introduction 
· Family blessing and acknowledgement
· Readings/poems and/or rituals
· Your story
· The Monitum - must be before the vows
· Personal Vows
· Ring ceremony
· The Asking
· Legal Vows
· Declaration of marriage
· Signing of certificates
· Conclusion
· Presentation of the couple to family and friends
· Recessional 
Remember you don't have to adhere to this outline; it's only provided for inspiration! 
[bookmark: _heading=h.44sinio]
Processional
There are several options for the entrance of the wedding party. Some options are as follows.

	1. 
	Partner 1 and attendants are already in place at the top of the aisle. Partner 2's attendants enter to music, followed by Partner 2 and escort/s.

	2. 
	All attendants are in place at the top of the aisle. Both partners enter together to music.

	3. 
	Nobody is in place before the beginning of the ceremony. The attendants enter in pairs to music, followed by both partners.

	4. 
	Nobody is in place before the beginning of the ceremony. Partner 1's attendants enter followed by Partner 1 and their escort/s. Partner 2's attendants enter followed by Partner 2 and their escort/s.


In terms of who escorts the partners down the aisle, again there are many options. Either or both partners may choose to be escorted by one or both parents, a child, or another special person in their life. Remember there are no rules here, no "should dos" - make sure you feel comfortable and happy in your decision.
[bookmark: _heading=h.2jxsxqh]Welcome/Introduction
The introduction is a lovely opportunity for me to set the scene and introduce the wedding party. I have provided below a number of items that can be included in the introduction, and you may choose as many or as few as you like. Please note, as a legal requirement Option 1 must be included as it is compulsory for me to introduce myself to your guests as the Commonwealth Registered Marriage Celebrant who will be officiating the wedding.

	1. 
	A short and personalised introduction that welcomes your guests, introduces me and thanks everyone for coming. 

	2. 
	Introduction of the wedding party (generally just by first name works well).

	3. 
	A welcome to all guests with special mention of those who have travelled a long way to be at the ceremony, and how much the couple appreciate the effort they've made to be at the ceremony.

	4. 
	A special mention of loved ones who were unable to attend or who have passed away, mentioning that they are with us in spirit.             


[bookmark: _heading=h.z337ya]
Family and Community Blessing and Acknowledgement
Following the Introduction is a section providing the families of both partners the opportunity to give their support and blessing to the relationship (derived from the traditional giving away of the bride). 

	1. 
	This could be as simple as having your Dad/Mum/chosen person walk you down the aisle, give you a kiss, then sit down.

	2. 
	Include both parents (or other significant people) on each side by saying something like the following:
Celebrant: Parents are very special. They have helped shape your lives to this point. Their continued love and support are needed. We want to give the parents of both partners the opportunity to publicly affirm your relationship. [Parents], do you affirm this relationship and welcome [Partner 1 and Partner 2] into your families?
Parents: We do. 

	3. 
	I can give a brief talk about how the parents from both partners' sides have loved and supported you, and by them being here today, they are showing their acceptance of your relationship and their promise to continue their support towards you as a married couple.

	4. 
	After one of the above statements sometimes a token of thanksgiving is shared by the partners and their parents, such as a rose for the mothers, or some other symbol that will have meaning for those who spent so many years of their lives loving and raising you.

	5. 
	After the processional, I can ask "Who of all here present brings [Partner 2] to be married to [Partner 1]", at which point the person who has escorted you down the aisle stands and says "I do".

	6. 
	Everyone in attendance (not just families or parents) can be asked to give their blessing and support to the relationship.


If you have any other suggestions you would like to include in this section, just let me know. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.3j2qqm3]Your Story
A lovely personal inclusion in the ceremony could be your story: how you met, why you want to get married, special memories, what you love about each other. This is completely optional, and can be as long or as short as you like, but it can be a nice way of telling your guests more about the relationship they are there to celebrate. It's also a lovely way to inject some humour into the ceremony; this section is a great place to include funny anecdotes of your time together.
Please note, if you would like this option included, you will need to complete my couple's questionnaire so I can use the information to create a story about you and your relationship. I will send this to you following our planning meeting three months before your wedding.


[bookmark: _heading=h.1y810tw]Readings and Poems
Having one or more special people share a reading or poem can be a nice way to include them in your ceremony, but try to select people who will do the task justice. Talk to your readers about the piece they are to read and ensure it resonates with them as well as with you. I have included some of my favourite readings below, but I have MANY more examples, some traditional, some not. You may have a reading, poem, passage from a book or a film, or lyrics of a song that is particularly meaningful to you as a couple. You may want to choose more than one: I am happy to read one for you, or you both may want to read one together. 
	Reading Suggestions

	1. 
	i carry your heart with me (E.E. Cummings)
i carry your heart with me (i carry it in
my heart) i am never without it (anywhere
i go you go, my dear; and whatever is done
by only me is your doing, my darling)
i fear
no fate (for you are my fate, my sweet) i want
no world (for beautiful you are my world, my true)
and it's you are whatever a moon has always meant
and whatever a sun will always sing is you
here is the deepest secret nobody knows
(here is the root of the root and the bud of the bud
and the sky of the sky of a tree called life; which grows
higher than soul can hope or mind can hide)
and this is the wonder that's keeping the stars apart
i carry your heart (i carry it in my heart)

	2. 
	Gorecki (Lamb)
If I should die this very moment,
I wouldn’t fear,
For I’ve never known completeness,
Like being here,
Wrapped in the warmth of you,
Loving every breath of you,
Still my heart this moment – or it might burst.
Could we stay right here,
Till the end of time
Till the earth stops turning
I want to love you till the seas run dry,
I’ve found the one I’ve waited for
All this time I’ve loved you
And never known your face,
All this time I’ve missed you
And searched this human race
Here is true peace,
Here my heart knows calm,
Safe in your soul – bathed in your sighs

	
Could we stay right here
Till the end of time
Till the earth stops turning
I will love you till the seas run dry,
I’ve found the one I’ve waited for … 
All I’ve known
All I’ve done
All I’ve felt
Was leading to this.

	3. 
	Marry your best friend (N’Tima)
Marry your best friend. 
I do not say that lightly. Really, truly find the strongest, happiest friendship in the person you fall in love with. 
Someone who speaks highly of you. 
Someone you can laugh with. The kind of laughs that make your belly ache, and your nose snort. The embarrassing, earnest, healing kind of laughs. 
Wit is important. 
Life is too short not to love someone who lets you be a fool with them. 
Make sure they are somebody who lets you cry, too. Despair will come. 
Find someone that you want to be there with you through those times. 
Most importantly, marry the one that makes passion, love, and madness combine and course through you. 
A love that will never dilute - even when the waters get deep, and dark.”
	

	4. 
	Love Me When I Am Old (Bee Rawlinson)
Love me when I’m old and shocking
Peel off my elastic stockings
Swing me from the chandeliers
Let’s be randy bad old dears.
Push around my chromed Bath Chair
Let me tease your white chest hair
Scaring children, swapping dentures
Let us have some great adventures
Take me to the Dogs and Bingo
Teach me how to speak the lingo
Bone my eels and bring me tea
Show me how it’s meant to be
Take me to your special places
Watching all the puzzled faces
You in shorts and socks and sandals
Me with warts and huge love-handles


	
As the need for love enthrals
Wrestle with my damp proof smalls
Make me laugh without constraint
Buy me chocolate body paint
Hold me safe throughout the night
When my hair has turned to white
Believe me when I say it’s true
I’ve waited all my life for you


	5. 
	Everything I Know About Love (Neil Gaiman)
This is everything I have to tell you about love: nothing.
This is everything I've learned about marriage: nothing.

Only that the world out there is complicated,
and there are beasts in the night, and delight and pain,
and the only thing that makes it okay, sometimes,
is to reach out a hand in the darkness and find another hand to squeeze,
and not to be alone.

It's not the kisses, or never just the kisses: it's what they mean.
Somebody's got your back.
Somebody knows your worst self and somehow doesn't want to rescue you
or send for the army to rescue them.

It's not two broken halves becoming one.
It's the light from a distant lighthouse bringing you both safely home
because home is wherever you are both together.

So this is everything I have to tell you about love and marriage: nothing,
like a book without pages or a forest without trees.

	

Because there are things you cannot know before you experience them.
Because no study can prepare you for the joys or the trials.
Because nobody else's love, nobody else's marriage, is like yours,
and it's a road you can only learn by walking it,
a dance you cannot be taught,
a song that did not exist before you began, together, to sing.

And because in the darkness you will reach out a hand,
not knowing for certain if someone else is even there.
And your hands will meet, 
and then neither of you will ever need to be alone again.
And that's all I know about love.



[bookmark: _heading=h.4i7ojhp]
Symbolic Rituals
Some couples choose to include a symbolic ritual during their wedding ceremony that signifies their love for one another, and the integration through marriage of two into one. Some of these rituals have been handed down for generations; you may like to ask your parents if they included any symbolic rituals in their wedding ceremony. Below are just some examples of possible symbolic rituals. I have sample wording available for all rituals listed, and there are many more available online. I would also be delighted to include any cultural rituals that may be relevant to you.

	Ritual Suggestions

	1. 
	Unity Candle Ceremony
The Unity Candle symbolises the very essence of the wedding ceremony. Two taper candles representing the couple as individuals are used to light a single centre candle as a visible symbol of their commitment to each other. There are many variations on the ceremony and the individual words are completely up to you.
There are several popular options for lighting your taper candles. You can have your parents come forward to light the side tapers as a symbol of your two families coming together as one. At this point, some couples choose to present their mothers with a rose. If you wish, the primary attendants can light the tapers, or perhaps the celebrant could do it. Or you may light the tapers yourselves from a candle on the table. 
You may choose to leave the individual tapers lit or extinguish them.

	2. 
	Love Locks Ceremony
Throughout the ages, lovers have looked for ways in which they can prove to the world that their love is the real thing - a commitment that will last for eternity. From poetry to a romantic serenade; from inscribing hearts on the school desk to carving initials on a tree.
More recently, the world has seen the rise of a new and profound method of professing love and commitment. Lovers engrave their names or message onto a padlock, lock it to a fence or railing and throw away the key. The symbolism of throwing away the key is all important, representing the commitment to love, a memory that can never be unlocked.
A unique ceremony idea uses love heart shaped padlocks with your names and special date engraved on them, locked together and affixed to a chain joined together in a never ending circle. As this is quite a new ceremony in Western cultures, there is no "traditional" wording associated with it, however there are several readings available that fit nicely with the ceremony.

	3. 
	Unity Bowl Ceremony
The unity bowl ceremony is a way to honour the multiple generations who influence the lives of both partners. The celebrant presents a special bowl (pre-selected by the couple) and explains its meaning as the foundation of the family. Family members such as children, parents/step-parents, grandparents, siblings, and godparents are given a small pouch or container each filled with a different coloured stone or marble. Each family member is invited to pour their stones or marbles into the unity bowl. The celebrant mixes the stones before asking both partners to add theirs.
The unity bowl is taken home and kept in a prominent place in a couple's home.

	4. 
	Unity Sand Ceremony
This is based on a Native American tradition and is becoming quite a popular option to have in today’s wedding ceremonies. Many feel it is a nice way to symbolise the joining of two (or more) lives. It is also perfect if children are involved in the ceremony as each different colour of sand can represent each family member within the marriage. 
Each party to the marriage pours sand of a different colour into a vase. The sands mix and create a beautiful pattern. Just as the grains of sand can never be separated and poured again into the individual containers, so will your relationship be.

	5. 
	Stone Casting Ceremony
In early Australia, our convict forebears and many of our early settlers could not afford the normal symbolic presentation of rings at a wedding ceremony. To confirm their vows, instead of a ring or rings being given and received, the bride and groom cast a stone each into a nearby river or ocean, thus symbolising their remaining together while the tides of time ebbed and flowed over their lives. This ritual can be performed at any ceremony taking place near a body of water.

	6. 
	Hand Fasting Ceremony
This is a ceremonial statement of a feeling that binds two people together, where the couple's hands are loosely tied together with a ribbon, the knot of which is then kept tied to symbolise the binding together of the couple. There are many variations to this type of ceremony.

	7. 
	Love Letter and Wine Box Ceremony
This is a beautiful ceremony that creates a lasting reminder of a wedding day. A few weeks before the wedding, the couple write private letters to one another, expressing why they fell in love with each other, how excited they are to be marrying them, and their hopes and dreams for the future. 
The Wine Box should be opened on the first wedding anniversary. 
There is only one other reason the box should be opened before this anniversary. If there should come a time when the couple hits a bumpy road in their relationship, before they give up or make any irrational decisions, they should sit down together, open the Wine Box, uncork the wine and read the letters they wrote to each other at the time of their marriage. Even if they are not seeing eye-to-eye at that very moment, it will remind them of all the reasons they chose each other as their partner and all the things that helped shape the life they've created together. 
The romantic sentiments they wrote, the declaration of love, the clear thoughts about why each chose the other as their life partner will help put the couple back on even ground. This is the perfect ritual to remind a couple of their wedding day and their intention to love and cherish each other in good times and bad for as long as they both shall live.
When things are back on an even footing, write new love letters to each other, replace the bottle of wine, and reseal the box, ready for the next difficult patch or the next anniversary.


There are some lovely options for communal blessing rituals that involve your guests - ask me if you're interested in this!

The Monitum
The Monitum (the legal wording that explains the nature of the marriage relationship) MUST be read out by the Commonwealth Registered Marriage Celebrant during your ceremony before any vows are spoken. This is a legal requirement. It doesn’t, however, need to be said all in one go – I usually say the first sentence in my introduction, and the rest just before the vows. 
The Monitum is as follows:
“I am duly authorised by law to solemnise marriages according to law. Before you are joined in marriage, in my presence and in the presence of these witnesses, I am to remind you of the solemn and binding nature of the relationship into which you are now about to enter. Marriage, according to law in Australia, is the union of two people to the exclusion of all others, voluntarily entered into for life.”
There are a few minor substitutions you can make to this wording and we can discuss these if you wish. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.3whwml4]Vows 
There are two types of vows: Legal Vows and Personal Vows
The vows are the most important part of the wedding ceremony, for this is the moment when the couple make their promises to each other. While your vows can include almost anything you desire, there is a short statement that both partners must legally say along with all the other lovely things:
"I call upon the people here present to witness that I [Name], take you, [Name], to be my lawful wedded [wife/husband/spouse/partner]."
These mandatory words must include your legal given names, not nicknames; surnames may be excluded provided they are said at some earlier stage of the ceremony. Many couples ask me what exactly these legal vows mean - they're phrased in an unfamiliar (and somewhat archaic!) way. Basically, you're asking all your guests to be witnesses to you taking your beloved to be your legal spouse! The legally required wording must be included, and you may add any personal form of vows. There are some minor changes we can make to these words; let me know if you'd like to discuss these.
If you'd like to try writing your own vows, I'd be more than happy to give you a hand if you're struggling to find the right words. This is your chance to tell your partner what you promise for your relationship to come; make your vows a response to the awe-inspiring moment you're taking part in (your marriage ceremony) and the even more inspiring person you are in that ceremony with, your partner. Make sure your significant other knows with no doubt how you feel and what vow/s you are making in response to the commitment you're both entering into. On the next page there are some questions you could respond to as a starting point for writing your vows.
While you can choose to write your own vows (and I encourage you to give it a go!) please don't feel any pressure to come up with something completely unique. If it's just not working for you, I have plenty of samples (the next pages include just some of my vow samples) and there are plenty of resources on the internet to draw from.
One more thing to think about is whether you would like to repeat the vows and the ring ceremony wording after me, or hold vow cards and read them yourselves without the cues from me. I don't recommend attempting to memorise the words here - your wedding day is an extremely emotional one and you're bound to forget something really important!

[bookmark: _heading=h.2bn6wsx]Vow Writing Prompts
Writing your vows from scratch can be an overwhelming prospect, and many of my couples tell me they don't know where to start. I’ve sent you a “Vow Pack”  to help you get started but in brief here’s a little bit of it.
Instead of trying to construct sentences, answer all or some of these questions, or finish the sentences. From the answers you’ll have, you should have a pretty good foundation for creating some heartfelt and purposeful vows. Remember your vows should be meaningful, personal, and in your own words.
· What is the purpose of YOUR wedding vows?
· Why are you getting married?
· When did you know you wanted to marry your partner?
· Why do you want to marry them?
· What do you hope will change, or improve, when you are married?
· How do you want your partner to feel as they hear the vows?
· What commitment are you actually making?
· What is something cute your partner does?
· What was a defining moment in your relationship?
· What defines your relationship now?
· What will define your relationship in the future?
· What do you just love about them?
· Why do you love them?
· Why will you always love them?
· Is there something special you want to promise?
· Where do you see you both being in 1 year? 5 years? 50 years?
· I love the way you…
· I love you for teaching me…
· I feel so lucky…
· Thank you for giving me…
· I promise to be…
· Thank you for showing me…
Now you’ve answered those questions, use your answers as the basis for your vows. Start out by making them feel like a million dollars. Compliment them, encourage them, affirm them. Let them know you’re here for them and them only. Now, make a promise, make a vow, perhaps even many promises or vows. This is the “why” behind the “let’s get married”. Then wrap it all up with a quick look to the future, create a path forward for the both of you.
Now you’re vowing! 
Vow Suggestions
If writing isn’t your thing, or you just want to keep the personal bit between you and your person. You might also want to go with just saying something kind, generous and semi-formal during the ceremony.
The following are some suggestions for (non-legal) vows. Feel free to have a read and mix or match. They also aren’t bad to sneak into your personal vows if you wanted an aid to get started with some Romantic/Touchy-feely moments. 
Don’t worry, I get it. This stuff is hard! 

	Vows Suggestions

	1. 
	[Name], all that I am, and all that I have, I offer to you, in love and in joy. From this day forward I will love and comfort you, hold you close, prize you above all others, and remain faithful to you all the days of our lives.

	2. 
	[Name], I choose you above all others to share my life in marriage. I promise to love and cherish you always, forever increasing that love over the passage of time. I promise to stand by you in all things and provide for you warmth, tenderness, understanding and protection. I promise to nurture a home environment filled with love, light and laughter. 

	3. 
	To say I love you is not enough. To try to condense the depth of my feelings into a few words is impossible. It doesn’t tell of the respect I have for you as an individual, nor how tender and caring you are, nor the joy I find in your laughter, nor the tears I hold back for your pain, nor the strength I give when I need it, nor the pleasure I feel in your touch. But if to say I love you means all these things, then let me say I love you more each day.

	4. 
	[Name], I take you to be my partner, to have and to hold, from this day forward. I give to you my unending love and devotion. I promise to be true to you, to cherish you, and to share my thoughts, hopes, and dreams with you. I look forward to spending the rest of my life with you, my best friend. I will love you forever.

	5. 
	[Name], I want to be with you always just as you are. I choose you above all others to share my life in marriage. I love you for yourself, and I want you to become all that you can be. I promise to honour this pledge as long as I live. I ask everyone present to witness that I take you as my partner in marriage.

	6. 
	[Name], today I will marry you, my friend, the one I will live with, dream with, and love forever. I take you to be my [wife/husband/spouse]. From this day forward I will cherish you. I will look with joy down the path of our tomorrows, knowing we will walk it together side by side, hand in hand, and heart to heart.

	7. 
	…to have and to hold from this day forward, for better or for worse, for richer or for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to hold, and to be faithful together until death do us part.

	8. 
	All that I am and all that I have I offer to you in love and in joy. From this day forward I will love and comfort you, hold you close, prize you above all others, and remain faithful to you all the days of our lives.

	9. 
	As my friend and love, beside me and apart from me, in laughter and in tears, in conflict and tranquillity asking that you be no other than yourself, loving what I know of you, trusting what I do not know yet, in all the ways that life may find us.

	10. 
	As we begin our married life, I make this commitment to share my life with you. I will always be there for you as your partner, lover, friend and buddy as we embrace the experiences of life together. [Name], I know my love for you will continue to grow, and that we will enjoy our lives together. 

	11. 
	…loving what I know of you, and trusting what I do not yet know. I eagerly anticipate the chance to grow together, getting to know the man/woman you will become, and falling in love a little more every day. I promise to love and cherish you through whatever life may bring us.

	12. 
	I am proud to take you as my [wife/husband/spouse]. I promise to love and respect you, and provide for your needs as best I can. I will always be open and honest with you, support you through difficult times and try my utmost to bring you happiness. In the presence of our families and friends, I make the following promise: at all times I will support and respect you, when you speak I will listen and when you need me to I will share my thoughts with you. I will forever hold our love and commitment above all else.

	13. 
	I will always love you without reservation, give you comfort, support you in each and every way, laugh, cry and share experiences with you, grow with you in every way, always be open, honest and forgiving, cherish and support you as long as we both shall live.

	14. 
	On this special day, [Name], I give to you, in the presence of all these witnesses, my promise to stay by your side, in sickness and in health, in joy and in sorrow, through the good times and the bad.
I promise to love you without reservation, comfort you in times of distress, encourage you to achieve all of your goals, laugh with you and cry with you, grow with you in mind and spirit, always be open and honest with you, and cherish you, for as long as we both shall live.

	15. 
	Today I marry my friend. The one I have laughed with and cried with; the one I have learned from and shared with; the one I have chosen to support and encourage through all the days given to us to share. Today I marry the one I love.

	16. 
	Today I will marry my friend, the one I will live with, dream with and love. I take you to be my [wife/husband/spouse]. From this day forward I will cherish you. I will look with joy down the path of our tomorrows knowing we will walk it together side by side, hand in hand, and heart to heart.





[bookmark: _heading=h.2xcytpi]The Asking – (The “I DO” bit)
There is nothing in Australian law that requires you to say "I do" at any point in the marriage ceremony. "I do" comes from the Christian church wedding ceremonies, and is not required in a civil ceremony. Having said that, we've all grown up watching couples say "I do" in the movies, and some people don't feel like they're really married if they haven't said it! You're more than welcome to include an asking in your ceremony if you wish. There are some samples below, but I can also use your answers from your questionnaires to build an Asking.

	1. 
	[Name], will you take [Name] to be your partner? Will you commit your life to [her/him/them], embracing all joys and sorrows, all triumphs and hardships? Will you be there for [her/him/them] when [she/he/they] needs your support? 
Answer: I will.

	2. 
	[Name], on this day will you take [Name] to be your partner, to live together, to support [her/him/them] in every way? Will you show love, forgiveness, compassion, and cherish [her/him/them] from this day forward, being loyal from this day forward as long as you both shall live? 
Answer: I will.

	3. 
	[Name] will you take [Name] to be your partner? Will you love [her/him/them] and comfort [her/him/them], respect [her/him/them] and be honest with [her/him/them], always stand by [her/him/them], and forsaking all others keep true to [her/him/them] so long as you shall live?
Answer: I will.

	4. 
	Do you [Name] take [Name] to be your partner in life and love; will you love [her/him/them] and comfort [her/him/them], honour and keep [her/him/them], in sickness and in health, and forsaking all others keep only unto [her/him/them], so long as you both shall live? 
Answer:  I do or I will.

	5. 
	Do you [Name] take [Name] to be your partner in life and love, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better or for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish; until death do you part? 
Answer: I do.

	6. 
	Today you have come here to offer each other the precious gift of love. Knowing [Name]’s love for you, acknowledging [her/his/their] strengths, [her/his/their] weaknesses, yet loving [her/his/their] as [she/he/they] is, do you [Name] take [Name] to be your partner in life and love? 
Answer: I do.  

	7. 
	Do you [Name] and you [Name] take each other as partners in life and love? Will you share in all things, encourage and support one another, so that you may fulfil your dreams? Will you both be there for each other in all your tomorrows and spend the rest of your life striving for a happy life? 
Answer: We do.

	8. 
	[Name] and [Name], will you both as partners in life and love accept the discoveries and treasures of growing old together, provide strength in times of weakness and support one another in all things, for the rest of your journeys on earth? 
Answer: We will.

	9. 
	[Name] do you take [Name] to be your partner? Do you promise to love [her/him/them] and comfort [her/him/them], respect [her/him/them] and be honest with [her/him/them], Do you promise to clean up for floor-drobe and leave the toilet seat down as long as you shall live? 
Answer: I do.

	10. 
	Do you [Name] take [Name] to be your partner in life and love, to have and to hold from this day forward, for better or for worse, for richer, for poorer, when the Pies lose on the weekend or when the Bachelor gives a rose to the wrong person? 
Answer: I do.

	11. 
	Do you [Name] take [Name] to be your [Husband/Partner/Wife]? Do you accept them for who they are in this moment and promise to love, cherish and offer wisdom and support for the rest of your lives together?
Answer: I do

	12. 
	[Name] and [Name], will you both as partners in life and love accept the discoveries and treasures of growing old together, in hairy backs and crow’s feet? 
Answer: We will.

	
	Sometimes it’s a bit of fun to include a less than formal promise towards the end after asking if you will Love and Cherish and Share in all things and be Honest with your partner, it’s often fun to also ask: 
Do you promise, from this day forward, to be the one to pick up the dog poo?
Do you promise to make a coffee for your partner every morning?
Do you promise to join your partner on their Sunday runs?
Do you promise to come to at least one game each season?
Do you promise not to watch ahead in the series you're meant to be watching together?
Do you promise not to roll your eyes when a house project is suggested?
Do you promise not to interrupt the movie, no matter how fun the fact may be?
Do you promise to stack the dishwasher the way [Name] prefers, and do you admit it is the true and right way it should be stacked?
Do you promise to watch Lord of the Rings (extended versions) before your one year anniversary or having failed to do so accept it as a worthy use of time for your anniversary to do?


[bookmark: _heading=h.1ci93xb]


[bookmark: _heading=h.qsh70q]Ring Ceremony
With the ring exchange, you can slip the rings on directly after you've said your vows, or you can some further words about what the ring represents. My suggestion is that if you are going to use some ring ceremony wording relating to the exchange of rings, we completely separate it from the vows (so Partner 1 says their vows and Partner 2 says their vows, followed by the ring exchange).
Following are some suggestions of ring ceremony wording. Again, feel free to mix and match or completely write your own. I have listed here just a selection of the ring ceremony wording suggestions I have available; please ask me if you'd like to see more samples.

	Ring Ceremony Suggestions

	1. 
	As a symbol of how endlessly happy you make me, I give you this ring so you and the whole world will know how much I will always love you.

	2. 
	As a symbol of how happy you make me feel and as a sign to all that you are the special one that I wish to share life's journey with, may you feel surrounded by my love each time you look at this ring.

	3. 
	As I place this ring on your finger, we begin a new life in love and trust. I ask you to wear this ring with pride.

	4. 
	Because this ring has no end or beginning, it signifies the continuation of true love. As I place it on your finger, I give you all that I am and ever hope to be.

	5. 
	Partner 1/Partner 2: This ring I give to you as a symbol of our love, and of the promises I have spoken to you on this day. 
Partner 2/Partner 1: I shall wear this ring as a symbol of our love, being always mindful of the vows we have spoken on this day.

	6. 
	This ring I give to you as a token of my love and devotion. I pledge to you all that I am and all I ever will be. With this ring, I gladly marry you, and join my life to yours.

	7. 
	I give you this ring as a symbol of my love. As it encircles your finger, may it remind you always that you are surrounded by my enduring love.

	8. 
	I want to be with you always just as you are. I choose you above all others, to share my life with me in marriage. I love you for yourself, and I want you to become all that you can be. With this ring I promise to honour this pledge as long as I live

	9. 
	This ring I give to you as a token of my love and devotion to you. I pledge to you all that I am and all that I will ever be as your [wife/husband/spouse]. With this ring, I gladly marry you, and join my life to yours.

	10. 
	This ring is a token of my love. I marry you with this ring, with all that I have and all that I am. I give you this ring to wear with love and joy. As a ring has no end, neither shall my love for you. I choose you to be my [wife/husband/spouse] this day and forever more.



[bookmark: _heading=h.3as4poj]Declaration of Marriage
This is a great bit of the ceremony as I get to jump up and down, make a bunch of noise and pronounce you officially married!
My usual way of saying the Declaration of Marriage is:
"Then, with these words, and the exchanging of vows and rings, we have witnessed the beginning of a marriage. And so, it is my absolute honour to officially pronounce you… “
Husband and Wife!  / Officially Married! / Husbands! / Wives! / or just simply - Married! 
Whatever you want: “Wifeys for life-y!” / Officially Hitched! 
It's quite traditional at this point to give one partner permission to kiss the other, but I'm tending to move away from this. For one thing, you don't need my permission to kiss; you've probably been kissing for quite a long time before I came along. For another thing, I think kissing should be a mutual activity! Of course we can do this bit if you are looking forward to these words. 
You may now kiss the bride / You can seal this wedding with a kiss / It’s time for SMOOCHES!
Please also remember you don't have to kiss - there's nothing in the Marriage Act requiring a kiss for your marriage to be legal. If you show your affection to each other in some way other than kissing (high fiving, fist bumping, hugging, handshaking all being perfectly valid options) that's absolutely fine by me.
If there’s a different way you would like me to declare you are married, just let me know.
[bookmark: _heading=h.1pxezwc]Signing the Certificates
There will usually be a signing table nearby during the ceremony, and on it will be a folder containing three certificates for you, your witnesses and myself to sign.
· There are two copies of a certificate listing your details and the details of your marriage; one of these is my copy, and the other is the official copy I send to Births, Deaths and Marriages.
· The “decorative” certificate is your copy that you get to take home with you.
You will sign them first, then your two witnesses, and finally I sign all three copies. 
Both partners sign the certificates with your usual signature (maiden or previous name) as the signatures on your certificates needs to the same as the ones on the other paperwork you've signed (the Notice of Intended Marriage and the Declaration of No Legal Impediment to Marriage). Therefore, even if either or both of you are going to change your name once you're married, you don't sign with your new name at this point.
This process usually takes five minutes, maybe a little longer if you wish for a photographer to take some professional photos of the signing. 
Remember it’s a pretty good idea to get some music playing during this bit, 5-6 minutes is usually more than enough. (Two song, One to play through and then a back up to play the first 30 seconds of if we take our time.) 
You may like to select some meaningful songs to play during this time. Or just start getting the party started, after we get back from the signatures theres about 3 mins of chatting and then your off into MARRIED LIFE!
[bookmark: _heading=h.49x2ik5]Conclusion 
The wedding party and I will go back to our starting positions and at this stage I like to thank you for having me as your celebrant, and on behalf of all your guests I wish you both all the happiness possible as you share your lives together as a married couple.
If you like I can include any or all of the following options:

	1. 
	Tell your guests where they are to go for a group photo.

	2. 
	If you have a short time between the ceremony and reception in which to have your wedding party photos taken, I can ask your guests to keep their congratulations for the reception.

	3. 
	Inform your guests what time and where refreshments will be served.

	4. 
	Instruct your guests when and where to throw the confetti / rose petals / bubbles you've provided.

	5. 
	Anything else you might feel appropriate.


[bookmark: _heading=h.2p2csry]Presentation of the Couple 
The final part is when I congratulate you both and present you as a married couple to your family and friends. It is important that you have thought about which names you would like to use to be introduced. Options here include, for example:

	1. 
	Presenting the newly married couple, Mr and Mrs [surname]

	2. 
	Presenting the newly married couple, Mr [Partner 1's given name] and Mrs [Partner 2's given name] [surname]

	3. 
	Presenting the newly married couple, Mr/Ms/Mx [Partner 1's full maiden name] and Mr/Ms/Mx [Partner 2's full maiden name]

	4. 
	Presenting the newly married couple, [Partner 1's given name] and [Partner 2's given name]


Of course these can all be altered for a Mr and Mr or Mrs and Mrs. 
[bookmark: _heading=h.147n2zr]Recessional
After being presented to your family and friends, the wedding party walks back up the aisle to start the celebration. Usually the couple walks first, followed by their attendants, parents and families, and then the rest of the guests. You may choose to set up a receiving line outside the ceremony venue where you can greet your guests as they leave and thank them for coming. Alternatively, you may move straight to the official photos and then on to the reception.

[bookmark: _heading=h.3o7alnk]Guest Participation
Some couples are quite happy for their guests to be in attendance simply as audience members, watching them make the commitment of marriage to each other. Some couples would like their guests to be more involved in the ceremony, and there are plenty of options for making this happen. Here are just some ideas for involving your guests in your ceremony; I'd love to hear if you have other suggestions.

	1. 
	A group sing-along to a song that's important to your relationship. You could have someone hold up big cards with the lyrics, or hand out sheets with the lyrics printed on them. This can be done during the ceremony, or as the processional or recessional song. 

	2. 
	Ask several of your guests to read one line each of a reading you've chosen, rather than having just one or two people present the reading.

	3. 
	Have glasses of bubbles handed out during the signing section so everyone can toast the couple before they walk back up the aisle after being presented.

	4. 
	Ask your guests to make the first vow of the day, promising to have an amazing time!

	5. 
	Pass the rings around to all guests (or a select few, depending on how many guests you have attending), asking them to inject all their good wishes for your marriage into the rings.

	6. 
	Choose the official witnesses out of a hat. If you're finding it too hard to choose who you'd like to act as your official witnesses, write down the names of anyone you'd be happy having in that role, and we'll pull two names out of a hat at the start of the ceremony. (This is a slightly safer option than playing heads or tails, or putting a sticker on two chairs for selecting witnesses; you could end up with dad's old mate Tommy, the one you've never met, signing your certificates with either of these methods!)

	7. 
	Ask for some advice from the longest-married couple in the room; this may be your grandparents or other guests. Ahead of time, ask them what their tips are for a long and happy marriage, and I can include them in my ceremony.

	8. 
	If there are several children in your lives (whether your own or simply part of your community), creating a reading out of their thoughts on love and marriage can be completely adorable.

	9. 
	Ask guests to bring a flower from their garden, then collect them into your bouquet as you walk up the aisle.




[bookmark: _heading=h.23ckvvd]
Ways to Include Children
If either partner already has children, vows can be written to include them in the ceremony. It’s a nice way for any children from previous relationships to feel accepted, loved and part of the new family.
I do not suggest asking a child to answer a question or make a vow to the adult/s - kids can be unpredictable and you just never know what might come out of their mouth on the day! Also, this is not about promising to be the child's new parent; it's about promising to be there for them, to support them and to love them no matter what.
Many of these options are also lovely for couples who have had children together before they got married.

Sample wording for blended families
Celebrant: [Child/ren], you will have a share in this marriage, for your lives will be touched by the promises made by your step-parent today. Your participation will be needed to develop the bonds of this new family. You will all join together to create a family of mutual help, respect and support. You will all help to create a home and a way of life in which all of you may grow into the best people you can be. 

[Name] and [Name], as you give yourselves to one another in love and loyalty, will you also promise always to keep room in your new life together for [Child/ren]? Will you commit yourselves to respect and honour them as individuals and members of this family? Will you pledge to cherish, encourage and tenderly care for them as long as they need you?
Other options for including children
· You could all sign a Family Certificate in addition to the formal marriage certificates
· They can walk one or both partners down the aisle
· You can include them as part of a candle lighting or sand ceremony
· They can come up and give you the rings before your vows
· They can read a poem
· You might exchange gifts with your children during the ceremony
· They can hand out ceremony booklets or flowers to the guests
· They can blow bubbles during the ceremony/photos
· They can throw rose petals during the declaration of your marriage



[bookmark: _heading=h.ihv636]Legal Obligations and Other Information
This section contains important information about my legal obligations in acting as your celebrant and a section on how to change your name after your marriage is registered.
[bookmark: _heading=h.32hioqz][image: Description: AJD]Code of Practice for Marriage Celebrants
(from Marriage Regulations 2017, Schedule 2)

1. [bookmark: _heading=h.1hmsyys]Application of this Code of Practice
This Code of Practice applies to marriage celebrants.
Note 1: A marriage celebrant is a person registered under Subdivision C of Division 1 of Part IV of the Marriage Act 1961: see subsection 5(1) of that Act.
Note 2: Under paragraph 39I(1)(b) of that Act, if the Registrar of Marriage Celebrants is satisfied that a marriage celebrant has not complied with an obligation under section 39G of that Act, including this Code of Practice, the Registrar may take disciplinary measures against the marriage celebrant.

2. [bookmark: _heading=h.41mghml]High standard of service
A marriage celebrant must maintain a high standard of service in his or her professional conduct and practice. This includes (without limitation) ensuring the following:
(a) appropriate personal presentation for marriage ceremonies;
(b) punctuality for marriage ceremonies;
(c) accuracy in preparation of documents and in the conduct of marriage ceremonies.

3. [bookmark: _heading=h.2grqrue]Recognition of significance of marriage
A marriage celebrant must recognise the social, cultural and legal significance of marriage and the marriage ceremony in the Australian community, and the importance of strong and respectful family relationships.

4. [bookmark: _heading=h.vx1227]Compliance with the Act and other laws
A marriage celebrant must:
(a) comply with the requirements of the Marriage Act 1961 and the Marriage Regulations 2017 which apply to the marriage celebrant; and 
(b) observe the laws of the Commonwealth and of any State or Territory in which the marriage celebrant solemnises marriages; and
(c) avoid unlawful discrimination in the provision of marriage celebrancy services.
5. [bookmark: _heading=h.3fwokq0] General requirements for marriage ceremonies
A marriage celebrant must respect the importance of the marriage ceremony to the parties and the other persons organising the ceremony. This includes (without limitation) the following:
(a) giving the parties information and guidance to enable them to choose or compose a marriage ceremony, including information to assist the parties to decide whether a marriage ceremony rehearsal is needed or appropriate;
(b) respecting the privacy and confidentiality of the parties, including by:
(i) arranging for appropriate facilities to interview parties; and
(ii) dealing appropriately with personal documents and personal information; and
(iii) maintaining appropriate facilities for the secure storage of records; and
(iv) ensuring the return of all personal documents belonging to the parties as soon as practicable (unless it is necessary to keep the documents for the ceremony);
(c) giving the parties information about how to notify the Commonwealth Attorney-General’s Department of any concerns or complaints they may have regarding the marriage services provided by the marriage celebrant.

6. [bookmark: _heading=h.1v1yuxt]Knowledge and understanding of family relationships services
A marriage celebrant must:
(a) maintain an up-to-date knowledge about appropriate family relationships services in the community; and
(b) inform the parties to the marriage about the range of information and services available to them to enhance, and sustain them throughout, their relationship.



[bookmark: _heading=h.4f1mdlm]Making a Complaint about an Authorised Marriage Celebrant
If at any time you are unhappy with the service I provide, please do not hesitate to discuss the situation with me.  I will be only too happy to do everything in my power to rectify the situation.  I want your ceremony to be unforgettable for all the right reasons.
In the event that I am unable to amend matters to you satisfaction, please be aware that there is a special procedure set out in the Marriage Regulations to enable complaints concerning the performance of marriage celebrants to be responded to.  
For full details regarding the complaints procedure, please contact the Attorney General’s Department at the address below or visit the Department’s website:  
http://www.ag.gov.au/FamiliesAndMarriage/Marriage/Pages/Complaintagainstamarriagecelebrant.aspx
The Registrar of Marriage Celebrants
Commonwealth Attorney-General's Department
3-5 National Circuit
BARTON ACT 2600
Australia

[bookmark: _heading=h.2u6wntf]Privacy Statement
My business is bound by the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth), including the Information Privacy Principles, and also by the Code of Conduct for Marriage Celebrants.
I use the personal information you give me to complete the legally required forms for your marriage and to communicate with you during the process of creating your ceremony. I disclose information to other organisations only where required for your marriage to be legally registered. If you do not provide all the information requested, your marriage might not be able to be legally registered.
I maintain a record of the marriages I perform in the form of the Official Certificate of Marriage signed during the ceremony. I keep these certificates for a minimum of six years as per the requirement in the Marriage Regulations 2017.
You can access and correct the personal information I hold about you. Contact me via mail, phone or email.
Weddings by the Beard
95 Barkly St, Carlton, VIC, 3053
0480143944
Lachlan@weddingsbythebeard.com
ABN: 86 768 265 615


[bookmark: _heading=h.19c6y18]What Happens If I'm Sick?
[bookmark: _heading=h.3tbugp1]I would have to be exceptionally unwell to not attend your wedding ceremony, but emergencies do sometimes occur. In the highly unlikely event that I am unable to marry you, I would find a replacement celebrant to conduct your ceremony, and pass all legally required documentation and the ceremony on to them. I know a LOT of celebrants, so I can guarantee you that I would be able to find someone amazing to take over on your special day.

[bookmark: _heading=h.28h4qwu]Information on Relationship Education
A good marriage is a truly beautiful thing, but like many beautiful things it requires commitment, care and often hard work for it to flourish. Sometimes you may need guidance from others to strengthen your marriage when you hit a rough patch. The following organisations are there to help you with your relationship both before your wedding day and on your journey through life together, and I strongly advise you to consider undertaking one of these courses.

	Name

	LifeWorks Relationship Counselling and Education Services
www.lifeworks.com.au
lifeworks@lifeworks.com.au

	Relationships Australia: Victoria
www.relationshipsvictoria.com.au
reception@rav.org.au

	FMC Mediation and Counselling Victoria
www.mediation.com.au
enquiry@mediation.com.au

	Relatewell Family Relationships Institute
www.relatewell.org.au
relate@relatewell.org.au






[bookmark: _heading=h.nmf14n]Information on Interpreters
According to section 112 of the Marriage Act (1968), "where an authorised celebrant considers it desirable to do so, they may use the services of an interpreter in, or in connection with, a marriage ceremony". It is incumbent upon the celebrant to ensure that all parties to the marriage are able to fully understand the information provided prior to the ceremony, and the content of the ceremony itself. I need to be satisfied that both of you fully understand the relationship you are entering into and all that it entails. 
The interpreter must not be a party to the marriage. The information in the table below has been provided to assist you in engaging an accredited interpreter if required. I will also need to liaise with the interpreter to complete the legally required paperwork.
If any of your documents providing evidence about your date and place of birth and/or identity are in another language, you will need to provide me with formal translations. The organisations below will also be able to assist you with this.

	Name
	Services 

	Australian Multi Lingual Services
189 Queen Street
Melbourne VIC 3000
Ph: 1300 308 983
www.amls.com.au
translations@amls.com.au
	· NAATI accredited interpreters and translators
· Consecutive or simultaneous interpretation in all languages
· Document translation in all languages
· Price for all services depends on language and other factors - quotes available via the website or by phone or email

	ONCALL Interpreters and Translators
Level 2, 150 Albert Road
South Melbourne VIC 3205
Ph: 03 9867 3788
Fax: 03 9867 4472
www.oncallinterpreters.com

	· NAATI accredited interpreters and translators
· Consecutive or simultaneous interpretation in all languages
· Document translation in all languages
· Price for all services depends on language and other factors - quotes available via the website or by phone or email
· Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

	Australian Interpreting Service
PO Box 5026
Pinewood VIC 3146
Ph: 03 9561 6081
Fax: 03 9561 6071
www.australianinterpretingservice.com.au
	· NAATI accredited interpreters and translators
· Consecutive or simultaneous interpretation in all languages
· Document translation in all languages
· Price for all services depends on language and other factors - quotes available via the website or by phone or email





[bookmark: _heading=h.37m2jsg]Changing Your Name after the Wedding
Once you are married, one or both of you may wish to change your surname. To make this process a little easier for you I have provided information about what is required by some organisations in order to change your name. There are also many resources available online to help you with changing your name, including some name-change kits you can purchase.
Please note you don't actually need to change your name on any documentation if you don't want to. Many newly married people use their married name in social circles but keep their birth name on official documentation or for professional purposes. Also be aware that this is not a formal name change process through Births, Deaths and Marriages; you will not be issued with a new birth certificate as you would if you were formally changing one of your names given at birth for a reason other than marriage. When you change your name by marriage, basically you tell every organisation that has your name recorded that you want them to call you by a different name, and you produce your BDM issued Official Marriage Certificate as proof you are allowed to use that different name.
It's also worth remembering that both or either party can change their name after marriage. There are several options available to both parties. The Australian Passport Office says: 
"The parties may choose one of the following family name options on a passport due to marriage:
· Retain your existing family name
· Adopt your spouse's family name
· Adopt of combination of your family name and your spouse's family name with or without hyphens.
For example if Lisa Smith marries Tom Jones her name after marriage could be:
· Lisa Smith
· Lisa Jones
· Lisa Smith Jones
· Lisa Jones Smith
· Lisa Smith-Jones
· Lisa Jones-Smith."

[bookmark: _heading=h.1mrcu09]Step 1
The first step is to apply for a BDM Issued Official Marriage Certificate. Please note the decorative certificate I give you after your wedding ceremony is NOT sufficient evidence for most organisations to change your name. You can go right ahead and change your name on Facebook and some other places on the day of your wedding, but most legal entities won't change your name without this documentation.
The easiest way to apply for a BDM Issued Official Marriage Certificate in Victoria is to apply online to Births, Deaths and Marriages Victoria (www.bdm.vic.gov.au). If you are married outside Victoria, you will need to apply to the appropriate Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages in the State or Territory in which you were married. 
Please note that outside peak wedding season it takes approximately 4 weeks for your marriage to be registered after the ceremony (up to 8 weeks during wedding season, November-March), and it can take a further 2 weeks to produce the marriage certificate. I will let you know as soon as my online system shows that your marriage has been registered, at which time you can go ahead and apply for your official marriage certificate. It is best not to order your certificate until you know your marriage is registered. 
If you have any other questions about applying for a marriage certificate please give me call and I should be able to help you.

[bookmark: _heading=h.46r0co2]Step 2
Once you receive your BDM Issued Official Marriage Certificate you will then be able to change your name on your Driver's Licence and Passport. The requirements to change these documents are:
Driver's Licence 
You must visit a VicRoads office and show them: 
· Official Marriage Certificate issued by Births, Deaths and Marriages
· Your Driver’s Licence (current or expired less than two years ago).
Passport 
You will need to complete a Passport Renewal Application form (available at the Post Office or Online at www.passports.gov.au) and submit it at your nearest Passport Office, usually a local Post Office.  You will also need to show them: 
· Official Marriage Certificate issued by Births, Deaths and Marriages
· Your current passport.
NOTE: You can still travel on a valid passport in your previous name. In this case, it is recommended that you also obtain your tickets in your previous name - buy your honeymoon tickets in your birth name!

[bookmark: _heading=h.2lwamvv]Step 3
Now that you have your BDM Issued Official Marriage Certificate and have changed your Driver's Licence and/or Passport, you should be able to change your name with all other organisations.  The main places people need to change their details are listed on the following page, however this list is not exhaustive and there may be other organisations you need to notify. 


	Organisation / Service
	Name Changed

	Alumni - university, high school
	

	Ambulance membership
	

	Australian Business Register if you're the director of a company 
	

	Australian Electoral Commission
	

	Australian Organ Donor Register
	

	Australian Tax Office
	

	Bank/s - accounts, credit cards, ATM cards, loans, cheque books, term deposit accounts
	

	Births, Deaths and Marriages
	

	Centrelink
	

	CityLink account
	

	Council - rates and animal registration
	

	Driver's licence and car registration
	

	Frequent Flyer and other loyalty clubs
	

	Home phone account
	

	Insurance - car, house, contents, health, life, insurance protection
	

	Internet account
	

	Investments and shares
	

	Magazine and newspaper subscriptions
	

	Medicare
	

	Memberships - DVD library, book library, sports clubs, gym
	

	Mobile phone account
	

	Online – Instagram/Facebook, ebay, LinkedIn
	

	Passport
	

	Subscription Services
	

	RACV breakdown cover
	

	Real estate agency if you're renting
	

	Regular service providers - hairdresser, mechanic, vet, accountant, lawyer, doctor, dentist
	

	Superannuation
	

	Utilities - electricity, water, gas 
	

	Voicemail
	

	White Pages listing
	

	Your children's school
	

	Your employer
	

	Your will 
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