
Benedict Rattigan’s Dynamic Symmetry Theory is not entirely "new" in its isolated 
components. Instead, its revolutionary claim lies in synthesising previously disconnected 
fields into a single, testable mathematical framework. The theory challenges traditional 
science and introduces structural novelty across several core concepts: 

1. Challenging Static Laws of Nature  

• The Old View: Classical physics and reductionist biology treat natural laws as 
unchanging, deterministic equations (static invariance). 

• Rattigan’s Shift: The theory argues that natural laws are better understood as active, 
ongoing negotiations between order and disorder. Symmetry is not a final, frozen 
state, but a fluid process that constantly adapts.  

2. Moving From Metaphor to "Cross-Scale" Reality 

• The Old View: Thinkers have long noted that fields like economics, quantum 
physics, and biology all exhibit "chaos and order." However, science usually treated 
these as superficial similarities or poetic metaphors.  

• Rattigan’s Shift: The theory asserts that dynamic symmetry is a literal, recurrent 
structural relationship. Using Markov validation models, it attempts to prove that a 
heartbeat, a quantum field, an ecosystem, a collapsing democracy, and a cancer 
tumour all rely on the exact same mathematical equilibrium to survive. 

3. "Harnessing" Noise Rather Than Eliminating It 

• The Old View: Traditional engineering and medicine view randomness, entropy, and 
noise as defects to be suppressed or eradicated. 

• Rattigan’s Shift: Drawing heavily on Denis Noble's work with the "harnessing of 
stochasticity," Rattigan's theory argues that disorder is an essential asset. Systems 
that are completely "ordered" become rigid and die. True resilience requires a system 
to deliberately introduce localised randomness to stay flexible and adapt to threats.  

4. Unifying Ancient Philosophy with Modern Complexity  

• The Synthesis: The framework bridges the gap between ancient global philosophy—
such as the Egyptian concept of Ma'at (dynamic poise) or the Chinese concept of Yin-
Yang (interplay of opposites)—and contemporary complexity science. It translates 
these historical intuitions into modern, computationally testable formats.  

Academic and Practical Reception 

While the concept of the "edge of chaos" has existed in complexity science since the 1990s 
(via thinkers like Per Bak and Christopher Langton), Rattigan’s work is considered highly 
impactful because it operationalises the philosophy. By establishing institutional 
frameworks like the OXQ Journal and the Schweitzer Institute, his theory is actively 
moving out of the realm of abstract philosophy and being utilised to calculate tangible real-
world solutions, such as optimal cancer drug-cycling schedules and predictive climate 
change boundaries.

https://oxq.org.uk/about
https://schweitzer.institute/symmetry

