0\“? Parish September 13, 2026

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

c o M M u N ' 1 v Sirach 27:30-28:7 / Romans 14:7-9 / Matthew 18:21-35
The Debt We Have in Common

THOMAS M. SANTA, CSsR

As we hear today’s Gospel of the servant whose enormous debt is forgiven, yet who refuses mercy to
a fellow servant owing far less, we cannot help but ask: how can this be? This is the first question
that comes to mind. How could a person be forgiven so much and then, just a few minutes later, refuse

to forgive something inconsequential in comparison? Selfishness doesn’t really explain it. Being so full of
oneself doesn’t explain it. Being completely dense and obtuse is perhaps closer to the truth, but even that
explanation comes up short.

The truth is that the exaggeration of the debt is secondary to the story. What is essential
to the story is the invitation to reflect on what it means to be a human being. It is to
acknowledge that, when all is said and done, everyone owes a huge debt. No one is exempt
from gratitude. An honest acceptance of who we are—completely and totally dependent

on God who created us—is the core truth. To be so disconnected from this truth as to not LEARN ABOUT
recognize one’s own dependence and be completely unaware of the need to be grateful—that is 3;‘%’,‘,‘;2}2?&,

the real challenge the story considers. ® COMMUNITY

Reflect

How am I at forgiveness—with others and with myself?
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Week of September 19, 2026 September 20, 2026

Lector Laura Long Carlyle Telesford
Linens Lisa Schafer
Communion Ginger Wilkinson Jessica Galtelli
Liz Posey Katie Reese
Ginger Creel Melissa Morphis
Offertory Ginger Creel Aureli Family

Liz & Leslie Posey

Greeters Rita Fratesi Anna & Christina Lugay

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS & FELLOWSHIP

INFANT OF PRAGUE GUILD: Meetings are held quarterly in the school
cafeteria. Please watch here for announcements

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: First Sunday of each month - 7:00 p.m.
Finance Council - Thursday, Sept. 17t - 5:00 p.m.

Pastoral Council- Thursday, Sept. 17t - 6:15 p.m.

< PARISH FELLOWSHIP <>

SACRED HEART BRUNCH - First Sunday — Oct 4" Following Mass
ST. MICHAEL'S BRUNCH- Second Sunday — Sept 13 Following Mass — PC




LITURGY SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Saturday September 12 4:00 pm Adoration

5:00 pm Danny Fostert
Sunday September 13 8:30 am Frank B Alpet

10:30 am Tom & Jan Martin
Monday September 14 NO MASS
Tuesday September | 15 6:00 pm William Billings ¥
Wednesday September | 16 8:00 am Allen Creelt

5:30 pm Junior Vegat
Thursday September | 17 8:00 am Theresa McGinnist
Friday September | 18 8:00 am Mike Burroughs¥
Saturday September 19 4:00 pm Adoration

5:00 pm Tom Formant
Sunday September 20 8:30 am Jo Zachary

10:30 am Jim & Lee Maconit

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Carli Albrecht, Bangie Camper, JoAnn Vega, Patsy & Danny Haynes, James Bell, Charlie Dabbs, Ginny Kimbrell,
Carlton Coveny, Carla Sanderson, Kathleen Alparo, Baby Arabella, Ward Roberts, Melanie Beyer, Fairley Vega,
Olivia Vega, Richard Gunter, Steve Marasco, llluminata Wilhelmi, Nancy Ellis Hays, Cathy Stockbridge, Theresa
Black, Mary Ann Tyrone, Donald Turlich, Vickey Stanford, John Baioni, Will Hutcherson, Mandi Tacker, Matthew
Bain, Edna Alpuente, Joan McCarty, Jane Rice, Neil Sponer, Tracey Tyrone Cox, Grace Pulliam, Alaina Goldsby,
Janet Long, Jim Pugh, Jose Cantu, Balthasar Arellano, Joe Alvarez, Jay Guiltner, Scott Goldsmith, Ruben
Saldivar, Joanna Kim, Mayson Hall, Walter Smith, Freddy Crabtree, Richard Batkey, Leroy England, Gloria
Anderson, Cindy Dabbs, Juan Perez, Jr., Lillie Clark, Eric Densford, Joan White, Tina Imboden, Kay Loney, Johnny
McMullin, Victims of War and Violence in our country and throughout the world, especially in the Ukraine. All
persons serving in our Military, The Seminarians of the Diocese of Little Rock, and the Religious Men and \WWomen
of Arkansas.

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION:

September 6,2026 St. Michael $8,419.00
Sacred Heart $1,203.00
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Dear Padre,

If Catholics say the Confiteor at Mass, then
why do we still need to go to confession?

Recall when Jesus told Simon and his fishing companions
to lower their nets after they had caught nothing. (See
Luke 5:1-11.) When their boats began to sink with so
many fish, Simon fell at Jesus’ feet and said, “Leave me,
Lord, for | am a sinful man.” Likewise, at Mass, we're so
filled with awe upon entering the presence of God that

we become aware of our own sinfulness.

The penitential act prepares the assembly to enter the celebration in a proper spirit of humility. The priest
and the faithful observe a period of silence to acknowledge their sinfulness and confess their awe of Christ’s
love and mercy. This is expressed in different forms, one of which is the Confiteor, a general confession that
invokes the support of the communion of saints and the specific community gathered at Mass. It includes the
instruction to strike one’s breast, an ancient gesture of humility and penitence. (See Luke 18:13; 23:48.) The rite

concludes with the priest’s absolution, but it “lacks the efficacy of the sacrament of penance” (General Instruction

of the Roman Missal, 51). Thus, the penitential act isn’t a substitute for absolution from sins confessed in the

sacrament of penance, particularly serious, mortal sins. Rather, it prepares the faithful as a unified community to

properly listen to God’s word and celebrate the Eucharist worthily (GIRM 46). ®

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
In the Church there is...a place for everyone, and...
every Christian is called to proclaim the gospel

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?

Go to DearPadre.org to send your question
and to learn more about Dear Padre.

and bear witness in every environment.... Thus, Monday Wednesday Saturday
this people shows its September 14 September 16 September 19
catholicity, welcoming The Exaltation Sts. Cornelius, Pope, Weekday
the wealth and resources of the Holy Cross and Cyprian, Bishop, 1 Cor 15:35-37,
of different cultures Nm 21:4b-9 Martyrs 42-49
and, at the same time Phil 2:6-11 1 Cor 12:31-13:13 Lk 8:4-15
) )

offering them the In3:15-17 Lk 7:31-35 Sunday
newness of the gospel to Tuesday Thursday September 20
purify them and to raise September 15 September 17 Twenty-fifth Sunday
them up. Our Lady of Sorrows ~ Weekday in Ordinary Time

% 1 Cor 12:12-14, 1 Cor 15:1-11 Is 55:6-9

: GENERAL AUDIENCE, 27-31a Lk 7:36-50 Phil 1:20c-24, 27a
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