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Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

c o M M u " ' T v Zechariah 9:9-10 / Romans 8:9, 11-13 / Matthew 11:25-30

[Jesus said,] “For my yoke is
easy, and my burden light.”
MATTHEW 11:30
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Take Up the Yoke

ANN M. GARRIDO

he invention of the yoke 6,000 years ago marked one of the great advances in human history. The yoke—a
wooden beam fitted across the neck—harnessed the energy of two cattle pulling in the same direction,
hastening the tilling of soil and transport of goods.

It is easy to see why, among many ancient peoples, the yoke became a symbol of subjugation. When the
Roman army won a battle, they forced defeated soldiers to walk beneath a “yoke” of spears to indicate they were
now in a state of servitude. The prophet Jeremiah once walked through Jerusalem wearing a yoke to warn the
people they were about to be conquered by Babylon.

In Judaism, however, the Torah was also sometimes referred to as a yoke. It was a law to be submitted to, but
it also was a way of life that offered an alternative to the cruel “yokes” imposed by kings. The Book of Sirach
encourages youth to “Take [Torah’s} yoke upon your neck; that your mind may receive her teaching.... See for
yourselves! | have labored only a little but have found much” (Sirach 51:26-27).

It is unclear exactly what Jesus meant when he invited us to accept his yoke, but it is likely that he was echoing
the invitation of Sirach. He wanted us to know that following God’s law makes it possible for us to work together,
accomplishing much that we could not do on our own. And that God’s law is a gentle law—one that enables
rather than oppresses. Are you willing to receive Christ’s gentle teaching and make it your own? @

Reflect
Is there a teaching of Jesus you find challenging?
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ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCH SACRED HEART- Crawfordsville, AR
411 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301 Mission Church

Mass Times 216 S. Main St., Crawfordsville, AR
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Church Office Pastor: Fr. Gilbert Tairo, CSSp

410 Pine St., West Memphis, AR
Phone: 870-733-1212

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 899, West Memphis,
AR 72303
Email:westmemphiscatholic@gmail.com
Office Hours:

Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Secretary: Gladys Hampton

St. Michael’s Catholic School

Email: smcswm@sbcglobal.net

Website: stmichaelwm.com

Facebook: facebook.com/wmsmcs/

Principal: Michael Beauregard, Ed.D.

Grades: PreK3 & PreK4, K, 1st, 2nd, 4th

405 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301
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		Adoration
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Week of July 11, 2026 July 12, 2026
Lector Laura Long Jessie Drake
Linens Dorothy Foster
Communion Liz Posey Patsy Fletcher

Ginger Creel Bert Jenkins

Ginger Wilkinson

Beth Aureli

Offertory Bonnie Waller Lugay Family
Margie McCain
Greeters Linda Gay Volunteer

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS & FELLOWSHIP

INFANT OF PRAGUE GUILD: Meetings are held quarterly in the school

cafeteria. Please watch here for announcements
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: First Sunday of each month - 7:00 p.m.
Finance Council - Thursday, Aug. 20t - 5:00 p.m.
Pastoral Council- Thursday, Aug. 20t - 6:15 p.m.

<> PARISH FELLOWSHIP <>

SACRED HEART BRUNCH - First Sunday — July 5% Following Mass
ST. MICHAEL'S BRUNCH- Second Sunday — July 12t Following Mass — Guild




LITURGY SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Saturday July 4 9:00 am MSGR Bernard Malone¥
4:00 pm Adoration
5:00 pm Bobby Cassidyt
Sunday July 5 8:30 am Irmgard Paulk®
10:30 am Katy O. Boone¥
Monday July 6 NO MASS
Tuesday July 7 6:00 pm Alivia Hampton (B’day)
William Billingst
Wednesday July 8 8:00 am Danny Fostert
Thursday July 9 8:00 am Paul Holtzt
Friday July 10 8:00 am Irmgard Paulk®
Saturday July 11 4:00 pm Adoration
5:00 pm Scott Goldsbyt
Sunday July 12 8:30 am James Sibley Il
10:30 am Irmgard Paulk¥

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Joni Lyne, Patsy & Danny Haynes, James Bell, Charlie Dabbs, Ginny Kimbrell, Carlton Coveny, Carla Sanderson,
Kathleen Alparo, Baby Arabella, Ward Roberts, Melanie Beyer, Fairley Vega, Olivia Vega, Richard Gunter, Steve
Marasco, llluminata Wilhelmi, Nancy Ellis Hays, Cathy Stockbridge, Theresa Black, Mary Ann Tyrone, Donald
Turlich, Vickey Stanford, John Baioni, Will Hutcherson, Mandi Tacker, Matthew Bain, Edna Alpuente, Joan McCarty,
Jane Rice, Neil Sponer, Tracey Tyrone Cox, Grace Pulliam, Alaina Goldsby, Nancy Jackson, Janet Long, Jim Pugh,
Jose Cantu, Balthasar Arellano, Joe Alvarez, Jay Guiltner, Scott Goldsmith, Ruben Saldivar, Joanna Kim, Mayson
Hall, Walter Smith, Freddy Crabtree, Richard Batkey, Leroy England, Gloria Anderson, Cindy Dabbs, Juan Perez, Jr.,
Lillie Clark, Eric Densford, Joan White, Tina Imboden, Kay Loney, Johnny McMullin, Victims of War and Violence in
our country and throughout the world, especially in the Ukraine. All persons serving in our Military, The Seminarians
of the Diocese of Little Rock, and the Religious Men and Women of Arkansas.

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION:

June 28,2026 St. Michael $3,520.70
Sacred Heart $447.00
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Dear Padre,

Is it appropriate to display the American flag in
our church?

A diocesan bishop—who often delegates this matter to the

discretion of the pastor—determines regulations on whether

and how to display the American flag in a Catholic church.

Displaying the flag, and a book of remembrance for those

serving in the armed forces, seems to have originated in many

US parishes during World War Il. The practice has continued through subsequent wars and national tragedies.

While the Bishops’ Committee on the Liturgy advised that national symbols should not be permanent fixtures
of a worship space, they may be appropriate at worship services on a civil holiday, etc. This same committee
discouraged pastors from displaying the American flag within the sanctuary itself—a space reserved for the altar,
ambo, presidential chair, and tabernacle—but instead to place the flag in the vestibule of the church together
with a book of petitions for the living and deceased.

Fundamentally, a church building is where the liturgical assembly gathers as one body in Christ—the same
Christ of the Eucharist who is beyond time and place, who came to unite our divisions. “The church building is
a sign and reminder of the immanence and transcendence of God—who chose to dwell among us and whose
presence cannot be contained or limited to any single place” (US Conference of Catholic Bishops, Built of Living
Stones, 2000). ®

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?

A WORD Go to DearPadre.org to send your question
FROM POPE and to learn more about Dear Padre.
LEO XIV
There is a
burning Monday Thursday Saturday
Lo July 6 July 9 July 11
question in Weekday Weekday St. Benedict, Abbot
our hearts, a Hos 2:16, 17c- Hos 11:1-4, 8e-9 Is 6:1-8
need for truth 18, 21-22 Mt 10:7-15 Mt 10:24-33
that we cannot ignore, which leads us to ask Mt 9:18-26 Friday Sunday
ourselves: what is true happiness? What is the Tuesday July 10 July 12
true meaning of life? What can free us from Juty 7 Weekday Fifteenth Sunday in
being trapped in meaninglessness, boredom, Weel;dzy 1 Hos 14:2-10 Or dma(r) Y T’lme
and mediocrity?... We need to lift our eyes...to Hos 8:4-7, 11-13 Mt 10:16-23 Is 55:10-1
) . Mt 9:32-38 Rom 8:18-23
the “things that are above” (Colossians 3:2). Mt 13-1-23 or
Wednesday .
HOMILY, TOR VERGATA, AUGUST 3, 2025 July 8 13:1-9
The quotations from Pope Leo XIV are printed with permission, Weekday
ight © Dicaste la C icazione-Libreria Editrice Vati b
;{ilpgllggts reseﬁaesdf?mper a Comunicazione-Libreria tditrice Vaticana. HOS 101_3’ 7—8’ 12
Mt 10:1-7
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