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Dear Padre,
I look at  what’s going on in our world today, 
and I start to lose faith. How can I keep my 
faith strong in a time that seems faithless?
 Evil isn’t a new phenomenon. The Book of Judges, 
for example, presents a faithless time that may rival 
 what’s happening in our world today. Judges’ twenty-
one chapters are so full of vandalism and war, murder 
and assassination, fratricide and suicide, that it makes 
a grim statement on the worst of humanity. Judges  reminds us of humanity’s need for salvation. In A Catholic 
Guide to the Bible, author Oscar Lukefahr writes, “Left to itself, humanity degenerates into a frightful caricature 
of what we ought to be. We see such lessons repeated in recent history…. In the Book of Judges, we see our 
need for God.” It’s easy to lose faith when our focus is on how bad the world  is rather than on how we can do 
our part to make it holy. Pope St. John Paul II wrote in Crossing the Threshold of Hope, “Awareness of our own 
sinfulness, including that which is inherited, is the fi rst condition for salvation; the next is the confession of this 
sin before God, who desires only to receive this confession so that he can save man. To save means to embrace 
and lift up with redemptive love, with love that is always greater than any sin.”  Don’t lose Christian hope! While 
Christ already triumphed over sin and death, the reality of evil remains until God’s kingdom is fully realized on 
earth as it is in heaven. (See 1 John 5:18–20.) ●

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question 

and to learn more about Dear Padre.
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A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
Mission is not so much about “departing,” but 
instead “remaining”  in 
order to proclaim Christ 
through hospitality and 
welcome, compassion 
and solidarity. We are 
to remain…so as to look 
upon those who arrive 
from lands that are 
distant and violent; to 
remain and open our arms and hearts to them, 
welcoming them as brothers and sisters, and 
being for them a presence of consolation and 
hope.

HOMILY, ROME, OCTOBER 5, 2025

The quotations from Pope Leo XIV are printed with permission, 
copyright © Dicastero per la Comunicazione–Libreria Editrice Vaticana. All 
rights reserved.A
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Monday
July 13
Weekday
Is 1:10–17
Mt 10:34—11:1

Tuesday
July 14
St. Kateri Tekakwitha, 
Virgin
Is 7:1–9
Mt 11:20–24

Wednesday
July 15
St. Bonaventure, 
 Bishop and Doctor of 
the Church
Is 10:5–7, 13b–16
Mt 11:25–27

Thursday
July 16
Weekday
Is 26:7–9, 12, 16–19
Mt 11:28–30

Friday
July 17
Weekday
Is 38:1–6, 21–22, 7–8
Mt 12:1–8

Saturday
July 18
Weekday
Mi 2:1–5
Mt 12:14–21

Sunday
July 19
Sixteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time
Wis 12:13, 16–19
Rom 8:26–27
Mt 13:24–3 or
13:24–30
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Leaving Room for the Unexpected
FR. THOMAS M. SANTA, CSSR

The Father is the reckless Sower. He sows not only in the good soil, where a harvest might be anticipated, but 
also in the diffi cult soil, where nothing  seems to take root. He sows with abandon, seemingly wasting good 

seed, for no other reason than to experience the joy of creation and the endless possibilities of expecting to be 
surprised.

There is nothing wrong with well-laid-out plans and careful, methodical use of the resources 
available. However, planning should not exclude the possibility of the creative manifestation of 
the power of God in an unanticipated manner. Our planning should not restrict and constrict but 
rather enable and encourage. We have all experienced the unexpected fl ower that somehow lives 
surrounded by pavement. Or the hardy tree that clings to the side of the mountain. They should 
not be there. It should not be possible. Nothing can grow there. Yet, there they are, doing the 
impossible and proclaiming the improbable.

Thankfully, we serve a God who sees more than we are ever able to see. Who imagines for us 
more than we have ever dreamed  possible. Who not only sows but also tends and waters, enabling stupendous 
growth, until it is time for the abundant harvest. ●

July 12, 2026

Fift eenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

Isaiah 55:10–11 / Romans 8:18–23 / Matthew 13:1–23 or 13:1–9

Refl ect
Have you ever been surprised by grace? Could you have missed it?

[God said,] So shall my word be that 
goes forth from my mouth; It shall not 
return to me empty, but shall do what 
pleases me, achieving the end for which 
I sent it.

ISAIAH 55:11
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Financial Council Members

LITURGY SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION:
June 28,2026  St. Michael $2,292.00

Sacred Heart $985.00

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Patsy & Danny Haynes, James Bell, Charlie Dabbs, Ginny Kimbrell, Carlton Coveny, Carla Sanderson, Kathleen 
Alparo, Baby Arabella, Ward Roberts, Melanie Beyer, Fairley Vega, Olivia Vega, Richard Gunter, Steve Marasco, 
Illuminata Wilhelmi, Nancy Ellis Hays, Cathy Stockbridge, Theresa Black, Mary Ann Tyrone, Donald Turlich, Vickey 
Stanford, John Baioni, Will Hutcherson, Mandi Tacker, Matthew Bain, Edna Alpuente, Joan McCarty, Jane Rice, 
Neil Sponer, Tracey Tyrone Cox, Grace Pulliam, Alaina Goldsby, Nancy Jackson, Janet Long, Jim Pugh, Jose Cantu, 
Balthasar Arellano, Joe Alvarez, Jay Guiltner, Scott Goldsmith, Ruben Saldivar, Joanna Kim, Mayson Hall, Walter 
Smith, Freddy Crabtree, Richard Batkey, Leroy England, Gloria Anderson, Cindy Dabbs, Juan Perez, Jr., Lillie Clark, 
Eric Densford, Joan White, Tina Imboden, Kay Loney, Johnny McMullin, Victims of War and Violence in our country 
and throughout the world, especially in the Ukraine. All persons serving in our Military, The Seminarians of the 
Diocese of Little Rock, and the Religious Men and Women of Arkansas.

Shelley Pugh
Joanne Smith
Ken Thomas

Ginger Wilkinson
Phillip Wray

Donna McAlister
Kevin Meyers

Parish Council Members

Tony Bell
Mary Jane Flowers
Claude Hunt
Ricardo Ledezma

Patsy Fletcher (President)
Lisa Schafer (Vice President)
Margaret Henson (Secretary)
Beth Aureli

Tim Marconi
Joanne Smith
Lauren Wray
Jo Zachary

ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCH
411 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301
Mass Times
• Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
• Sunday: 10:30 a.m.

SACRED HEART– Crawfordsville, AR
Mission Church
216 S. Main St., Crawfordsville, AR
• Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m.

Church Office
410 Pine St., West Memphis, AR
Phone: 870-733-1212
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 899, West Memphis, 
AR 72303
Email:westmemphiscatholic@gmail.com
Office Hours: 
Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Secretary: Gladys Hampton

Parish Religious Education (PRE)
Director: Libby Burroughs
PRE Classes: Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. (Grades K–12)

St. Michael’s Catholic School
Email: smcswm@sbcglobal.net
Website: stmichaelwm.com
Facebook: facebook.com/wmsmcs/
Principal: Michael Beauregard, Ed.D.
Grades: PreK3 & PreK4, K, 1st, 2nd, 4th
405 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301
Phone: 870-735-1730

Pastor: Fr. Gilbert Tairo, CSSp

 

Saturday July 11 4:00 pm  
5:00 pm 

Adoration 
Scott Goldsby  

Sunday July 12 8:30 am 
10:30 am 

James Sibley III 
Irmgard Paulk  

Monday July 13 NO MASS 

Tuesday  July 14 6:00 pm   Danny Foster  

Wednesday July 15 8:00 am   EB & Evelyn McLemore 

Thursday July 16 8:00 am   Gary Sella 

Friday July 17 8:00 am   Michael Gabour   

Saturday July 18 4:00 pm 
5:00 pm 

Hilda Phillips 
Mike McCain 

Sunday July 19 8:30 am 
10:30 am 

Jo Zachary 
Horace McNeil 
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PARISH ORGANIZATIONS & FELLOWSHIP

INFANT OF PRAGUE GUILD: Meetings are held quarterly in the school     
cafeteria. Please watch here for announcements
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: First Sunday of each month · 7:00 p.m.
Finance Council - Thursday, Aug. 20th · 5:00 p.m.
Pastoral Council- Thursday, Aug. 20th · 6:15 p.m.

                                          ✧ PARISH FELLOWSHIP ✧

SACRED HEART BRUNCH - First Sunday — Aug. 2nd  Following Mass
ST. MICHAEL’S BRUNCH- Second Sunday — Aug. 9th  Following Mass – Knights

Week of July 18, 2026 July 19, 2026

Lector Kevin Meyers Mary Lou Hall
Linens Mary Lou Hall
Communion Elizabeth Reece Sarah Horton

Fairley Vega Libby Burroughs
Jo Ann Vega Volunteer Needed

Offertory Liz & Leslie Posey Hampton Family
Ginger Creel

Greeters Kaden McKinnon Volunteer Needed
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Dear Padre,
I look at  what’s going on in our world today, 
and I start to lose faith. How can I keep my 
faith strong in a time that seems faithless?
 Evil isn’t a new phenomenon. The Book of Judges, 
for example, presents a faithless time that may rival 
 what’s happening in our world today. Judges’ twenty-
one chapters are so full of vandalism and war, murder 
and assassination, fratricide and suicide, that it makes 
a grim statement on the worst of humanity. Judges  reminds us of humanity’s need for salvation. In A Catholic 
Guide to the Bible, author Oscar Lukefahr writes, “Left to itself, humanity degenerates into a frightful caricature 
of what we ought to be. We see such lessons repeated in recent history…. In the Book of Judges, we see our 
need for God.” It’s easy to lose faith when our focus is on how bad the world  is rather than on how we can do 
our part to make it holy. Pope St. John Paul II wrote in Crossing the Threshold of Hope, “Awareness of our own 
sinfulness, including that which is inherited, is the fi rst condition for salvation; the next is the confession of this 
sin before God, who desires only to receive this confession so that he can save man. To save means to embrace 
and lift up with redemptive love, with love that is always greater than any sin.”  Don’t lose Christian hope! While 
Christ already triumphed over sin and death, the reality of evil remains until God’s kingdom is fully realized on 
earth as it is in heaven. (See 1 John 5:18–20.) ●

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question 

and to learn more about Dear Padre.
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A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
Mission is not so much about “departing,” but 
instead “remaining”  in 
order to proclaim Christ 
through hospitality and 
welcome, compassion 
and solidarity. We are 
to remain…so as to look 
upon those who arrive 
from lands that are 
distant and violent; to 
remain and open our arms and hearts to them, 
welcoming them as brothers and sisters, and 
being for them a presence of consolation and 
hope.

HOMILY, ROME, OCTOBER 5, 2025

The quotations from Pope Leo XIV are printed with permission, 
copyright © Dicastero per la Comunicazione–Libreria Editrice Vaticana. All 
rights reserved.A
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Leaving Room for the Unexpected
FR. THOMAS M. SANTA, CSSR

The Father is the reckless Sower. He sows not only in the good soil, where a harvest might be anticipated, but 
also in the diffi cult soil, where nothing  seems to take root. He sows with abandon, seemingly wasting good 

seed, for no other reason than to experience the joy of creation and the endless possibilities of expecting to be 
surprised.

There is nothing wrong with well-laid-out plans and careful, methodical use of the resources 
available. However, planning should not exclude the possibility of the creative manifestation of 
the power of God in an unanticipated manner. Our planning should not restrict and constrict but 
rather enable and encourage. We have all experienced the unexpected fl ower that somehow lives 
surrounded by pavement. Or the hardy tree that clings to the side of the mountain. They should 
not be there. It should not be possible. Nothing can grow there. Yet, there they are, doing the 
impossible and proclaiming the improbable.

Thankfully, we serve a God who sees more than we are ever able to see. Who imagines for us 
more than we have ever dreamed  possible. Who not only sows but also tends and waters, enabling stupendous 
growth, until it is time for the abundant harvest. ●

July 12, 2026

Fift eenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

Isaiah 55:10–11 / Romans 8:18–23 / Matthew 13:1–23 or 13:1–9

Refl ect
Have you ever been surprised by grace? Could you have missed it?

[God said,] So shall my word be that 
goes forth from my mouth; It shall not 
return to me empty, but shall do what 
pleases me, achieving the end for which 
I sent it.

ISAIAH 55:11
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