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Dear Padre,
I occasionally need to be reminded why 
I should remain Catholic. Can you  help?
Whether our faith was inherited at birth or adopted later, 
 it’s healthy to periodically reexamine our beliefs and 
practices with the intent to grow closer to God.  Saint Paul 
uses the metaphor of moving beyond milk to solid food 
to explain our maturing faith. (See Hebrews 5:12–14). 
Questions or doubts are not necessarily signs of crisis or disloyalty to God or the Church. Indeed,  it’s often when 
we challenge pat answers that God moves us to a deeper meaning and stronger relationship—that is, if we’re 
steadfast on the path to holiness. People remain Catholic for numerous reasons, including:

• the Church’s belief in God’s goodness to us through the sacraments;
• a 2,000-year tradition of living the gospel in a universal, multicultural community of faith;
• a proven  track record as an agent for personal and spiritual growth and social transformation.

When Church members’ behavior is contrary to Christ’s mission, and our confi dence to remain is tested,  it’s 
good to recall that the Church is divinely fortifi ed and humanly composed. People remain Catholic because 
the Church exists to bring us into full communion with God, through Christ, by working toward the fullness of 
the kingdom. “The Church ‘is the visible plan of God’s love for humanity,’ because God desires ‘that the whole 
human race may become one people of god, form one body of Christ, and be built into one temple of the Holy 
Spirit’” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 776). ●

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org
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Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question 

and to learn more about Dear Padre.

Monday
October 26
Weekday
Eph 4:32—5:8
Lk 13:10–17

Tuesday
October 27
Weekday
Eph 5:21–33
Lk 13:18–21

Wednesday
October 28
Sts. Simon and Jude, 
Apostles
Eph 2:19–22
Lk 6:12–16

Thursday
October 29
Weekday
Eph 6:10–20
Lk 13:31–35

Friday
October 30
Weekday
Phil 1:1–11
Lk 14:1–6

Saturday
October 31
Weekday
Phil 1:18b–26
Lk 14:1, 7–11

Sunday
November 1
All Saints
Rv 7:2–4, 9–14
1 Jn 3:1–3
Mt 5:1–12a

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
Health cannot be a 
luxury for the few.… 
Universal health 
coverage is not merely 
a technical goal to be 
achieved; it is primarily 
a moral imperative 
for societies that wish 
to call themselves 
just. Healthcare must 

be accessible to the most vulnerable, then, not only 
because their dignity requires it but also to prevent 
injustice from becoming a cause of confl ict.

ADDRESS TO CONFERENCE PARTICIPANTS, 

ROME, MARCH 19, 2026
The quotations from Pope Leo XIV are printed with permission, copyright © 
Dicastero per la Comunicazione–Libreria Editrice Vaticana. All rights reserved.
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Love Is a Verb
FR. THOMAS M. SANTA, CSsR

“L ove makes the world go ’round.” Or another saying: “Love is all you need.” Love, so necessary, so welcome, 
and seemingly so elusive. How can something be so needed, so valued, and so treasured and at the same 

time be so rare and even, at times, so diffi cult? Philosophers, poets, and scribes all provide different insights, 
each capturing something of the truth yet remaining somehow incomplete.

Jesus changes the context: love understood not as a feeling or as an emotion, but as a commandment. In 
God’s kingdom, love is not something you pursue or something you hope to fi nd. Living in God’s kingdom, love is 
something you do. It is core; it is essential. It is how you live. It is how you form your judgments and perceptions. 
It is what energizes your choices and your decisions.

We come closer and closer each day to loving God fully when we understand the need to 
embrace the “unspoken” commandment: “[Jesus said,] ‘For whoever wishes to save his life will lose 
it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will fi nd it’” (Matthew 16:25). ●

Refl ect
Do I think of love as a feeling or as an action—as a noun or a verb?

LEARN ABOUT 
THE AUTHORS 
OF OUR PARISH 
COMMUNITY

October 25, 2026

Th irtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

Exodus 22:20–26 / 1 Thessalonians 1:5c–10 / Matthew 22:34–40

“You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.… 
You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

MATTHEW 22:37, 39 
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LITURGY SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION: October 18,2026 
    St. Michael’s  $3,148.00

     St Michael's online $190.00
    Sacred Heart $907.00

Second Collection – World Mission Sunday $894.00

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Sharon Hunt, Oscar Orozco, Holly Adams, Michael Paul, Mark Franceschini, Conrad Wilhelmi, Sarah Pizzolatto, Bobby 
Hollingsworth, Carli Albrecht, Bangie Camper, JoAnn Vega, Patsy & Danny Haynes, James Bell, Charlie Dabbs, Ginny 
Kimbrell, Carlton Coveny, Carla Sanderson, Kathleen Alparo, Baby Arabella, Ward Roberts, Melanie Beyer, Fairley Vega, 
Richard Gunter, Steve Marasco, Illuminata Wilhelmi, Nancy Ellis Hays, Cathy Stockbridge, Theresa Black, Donald 
Turlich, Vickey Stanford, John Baioni, Will Hutcherson, Mandi Tacker, Matthew Bain, Edna Alpuente, Joan McCarty, 
Jane Rice, Neil Sponer, Tracey Tyrone Cox, Grace Pulliam, Alaina Goldsby, Janet Long, Jim Pugh, Jose Cantu, Balthasar 
Arellano, Joe Alvarez, Jay Guiltner, Scott Goldsmith, Ruben Saldivar, Joanna Kim, Mayson Hall, Walter Smith, Freddy 
Crabtree, Richard Batkey, Leroy England, Gloria Anderson, Cindy Dabbs, Juan Perez, Jr., Lillie Clark, Eric Densford, Joan 
White, Tina Imboden, Kay Loney, Johnny McMullin, Victims of War and Violence in our country and throughout the 
world, especially in the Ukraine. All persons serving in our Military, The Seminarians of the Diocese of Little Rock, and 
the Religious Men and Women of Arkansas.

Shelley Pugh
Joanne Smith
Ken Thomas

Ginger Wilkinson
Phillip Wray

Donna McAlister
Kevin Meyers

Parish Council Members

Tony Bell
Mary Jane Flowers
Claude Hunt
Ricardo Ledezma

Patsy Fletcher (President)
Lisa Schafer (Vice President)
Margaret Henson (Secretary)
Beth Aureli

Tim Marconi
Joanne Smith
Lauren Wray
Jo Zachary

Saturday October 24 4:00 pm 
5:00 pm

Adoration 

Adrian Pirani†

Sunday October 25 8:30 am
10:30 am

Carol Burdison†

Miguel Pena† 

Monday October 26 NO MASS

Tuesday October 27 6:00 pm Danny Foster†

Wednesday October 28 8:00 am
5:30 pm

Pherro Nguyen Nghia†
   The Repose of Souls†

Thursday October 29 8:00 am Michael Burroughs†

Friday October 30 8:00 am Bill McKee†
   Junior Vega† 

Saturday October 31 4:00 pm
5:00 pm

Adoration 

Howard Besset†

Sunday November 1 8:30 am 
10:30 am

Holy Souls in Purgatory†

Jennifer Shiberou†



 PARISH ORGANIZATIONS & FELLOWSHIP

INFANT OF PRAGUE GUILD: Meetings are held quarterly in the school     
cafeteria. Please watch here for announcements
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: First Sunday of each month · 7:00 p.m.
Finance Council - Thursday, Nov. 19th · 5:00 p.m.
Pastoral Council- Thursday, Nov 19th · 6:15 p.m.

                                          ✧ PARISH FELLOWSHIP ✧

SACRED HEART BRUNCH - First Sunday — Nov. 1st Following Mass
ST. MICHAEL’S BRUNCH- Second Sunday — Nov 8th Following Mass – Knights

Week of October 31, 2026 November 1, 2026

Lector Rebecca Warner Mary Lou Hall
Linens Lisa Schafer
Communion Elizabeth Reece Bert Jenkins

Fairley Vega Beth Aureli
Jo Ann Vega Patsy Fletcher

Offertory Alex Alpe & 

Julio C. Hernandez

Fletcher Family
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