O“-r Paris’. August 23, 2026

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

c o M M u " ' T v Isaiah 22:19-23 / Romans 11:33-36 / Matthew 16:13-20

Who Do You Say
That I Am?

FR.THOMAS M. SANTA, CSSR

“ ho do people say that the Son of Man

is?” An easy answer if you just report
what other people say and what you have heard.
No commitment. No revelation. No risk. But it all
changes when the question is more to the point:
“Who do you say that | am?” Tell me what you
know, not what you heard. The silence is almost
deafening. Vulnerability, not just anonymous
reporting, is required in the asked-for response.
No surprise—it is Peter who answers. Never one to
hide his emotions or edit his thoughts, it is Peter
who reveals what he knows, perhaps even what he
is unsure of, perhaps the truth that he only hopes
for but has not yet declared. “You are the Messiah,
the Son of the Living God” (Matthew 16:16).

Jesus responds with a prayer of blessing; the
apostles, on the other hand,
remain silent. Although we are
very familiar with Peter’s assent of
faith, his declaration was almost
unheard-of or unexpected from

LEARN ABOUT .
THEAUTHORs @ first-century Jewish man. It was

25,3,%5##5” dangerous to identify someone as
Messiah. It was blasphemous to
name someone as the Son of the Living God. Yet,
in faith and humility, Peter made the declaration
and, in the naming, entrusted his life, his hope,
and all that he believed firmly into the hands of
Jesus. This was no simple act. This was no ordinary

day. @

Reflect

Simon Peter said in reply, “You are the
Messiah, the Son of the Living God.”
MATTHEW 16:16

How would you answer if Jesus asked you, “Who do you say that I am?” (He is asking you!)
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ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCH SACRED HEART- Crawfordsville, AR
411 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301 Mission Church

Mass Times 216 S. Main St., Crawfordsville, AR
e Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. e Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m.

e Sunday: 10:30 a.m.

Church Office Pastor: Fr. Gilbert Tairo, CSSp

410 Pine St., West Memphis, AR
Phone: 870-733-1212

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 899, West Memphis,
AR 72303
Email:westmemphiscatholic@gmail.com
Office Hours:

Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Secretary: Gladys Hampton

St. Michael’s Catholic School

Email: smcswm@sbcglobal.net

Website: stmichaelwm.com

Facebook: facebook.com/wmsmcs/

Principal: Michael Beauregard, Ed.D.

Grades: PreK3 & PreK4, K, 1st, 2nd, 4th

405 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301
Phone: 870-735-1730

Parish Religious Education (PRE)
Director: Libby Burroughs
PRE Classes: Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. (Grades K-12)

Financial Council Members

, Shelley Pugh _ o
Eon-naMMcAllster Joanne Smith G|r.1g.er Wilkinson
evin Meyers Ken Thomas Phillip Wray
Parish Council Members
Patsy Fletcher (President) Tony Bell Tim Marconi
Lisa Schafer (Vice President) Mary Jane Flowers Joanne Smith
Margaret Henson (Secretary) Claude Hunt Lauren Wray

Beth Aureli Ricardo Ledezma Jo Zachary
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Week of August 29, 2026 August 30, 2026
Lector Sandy G. Williford Chuck Brakensiek
Linens Mary Lou Hall
Communion Suzy McAuley Andy Horton
Dorothy Foster Laura Saldivar
Joanne Smith Tony Bell

Offertory Maria & Efren Drake Family
Cabudbud

Greeters Michelle Pirani Volunteer Needed

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS & FELLOWSHIP

INFANT OF PRAGUE GUILD: Meetings are held quarterly in the school
cafeteria. Please watch here for announcements

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: First Sunday of each month - 7:00 p.m.
Financial Council - Thursday, Sept. 17t - 5:00 p.m.

Pastoral Council- Thursday, Sept. 17t - 6:15 p.m.

< PARISH FELLOWSHIP <>

SACRED HEART BRUNCH - First Sunday — Sept. 6t Following Mass
ST. MICHAEL'S BRUNCH- Second Sunday — Sept 13 Following Mass — PC




LITURGY SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Saturday August 22 4:00 pm Adoration
5:00 pm Danny Fostert
Sunday August 23 8:30 am Pam Schroedert
10:30 am Michael Burroughs(Anni)¥
Monday August 24 NO MASS
Tuesday August 25 6:00 pm Beatriz Samsont
Wednesday August 26 8:00 am Joanne Smith
Thursday August 27 8:00 am Mary Lou Hall
Friday August 28 8:00 am Bill McKeet
Bobby Cassidy¥
Saturday August 29 4:00 pm Adoration
5:00 pm Bob & Martha Morrisont
Sunday August 30 8:30 am Fr. Joseph Marconi
10:30am | charles McGinnis#
REMEMBER IN PRAYER

JoAnn Vega, Patsy & Danny Haynes, James Bell, Charlie Dabbs, Ginny Kimbrell, Carlton Coveny, Carla Sanderson,
Kathleen Alparo, Baby Arabella, Ward Roberts, Melanie Beyer, Fairley Vega, Olivia Vega, Richard Gunter, Steve
Marasco, llluminata Wilhelmi, Nancy Ellis Hays, Cathy Stockbridge, Theresa Black, Mary Ann Tyrone, Donald
Turlich, Vickey Stanford, John Baioni, Will Hutcherson, Mandi Tacker, Matthew Bain, Edna Alpuente, Joan
McCarty, Jane Rice, Neil Sponer, Tracey Tyrone Cox, Grace Pulliam, Alaina Goldsby, Nancy Jackson, Janet Long,
Jim Pugh, Jose Cantu, Balthasar Arellano, Joe Alvarez, Jay Guiltner, Scott Goldsmith, Ruben Saldivar, Joanna
Kim, Mayson Hall, Walter Smith, Freddy Crabtree, Richard Batkey, Leroy England, Gloria Anderson, Cindy Dabbs,
Juan Perez, Jr., Lillie Clark, Eric Densford, Joan White, Tina Imboden, Kay Loney, Johnny McMullin, Victims of
War and Violence in our country and throughout the world, especially in the Ukraine. All persons serving in our
Military, The Seminarians of the Diocese of Little Rock, and the Religious Men and Women of Arkansas.

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION:

August 16,2026 St. Michael $4,577.00

Sacred Heart $1,161.00
2nd Collection — Catholic Home Mission Appeal $ 1,128.00
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Dear Padre,

Can a non-Catholic serve and hold an office
in a Catholic parish organization?

According to their knowledge, competence, and

position, the Christian faithful have an obligation
to assist in the necessary works of the Church and

promote the common good of the parish—its worship,
its apostolic mission, its charities, the care of its

ministers, and its care of the poor. (See Code of Canon
Law, 222.) In general, canon law and most diocesan

regulations stipulate that members of primary decision-making entities must be active, registered Catholics who
participate in the sacramental life of the Church. For example, members of a pastoral council must be “in full
communion with the Catholic Church” (CCL 512 §1). However, non-Catholics—such as spouses of parishioners or
experts in their fields (e.g., finance, law, architecture)—are sometimes invited to lend their skills by serving on
advisory boards and committees or in other support roles that are usually in a non-voting capacity. In all cases,
the pastor or bishop has the discretion to involve non-Catholics in specific initiatives. For instance, a bishop

“can invite as observers to the diocesan synod other ministers or members of churches or ecclesial communities
which are not in full communion with the Catholic Church” (CCL, 463 §3). A non-Catholic interested in serving
should consult the local priest about available opportunities, based on the norms of a diocese. ®

g

I genuinely hope that our Christian lifestyle will
always reflect this fraternal, “Samaritan” spirit—
one that is welcoming, courageous, committed,
and supportive, rooted in our
union with God and our faith in
Jesus Christ. Enkindled by this
divine love, we will surely be
able to give of ourselves for
the good of all who suffer,
especially our brothers
and sisters who
are sick, elderly, or
afflicted.
MESSAGE ON WORLD
DAY OF THE SICK,

ROME, FEBRUARY 11,
2026

The quotations from Pope Leo XIV are printed with permission, copyright ©
Dicastero per la Comunicazione-Libreria Editrice Vaticana. All rights reserved.

Liguori

A Redemptorist Ministry

The Redemptorists / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?

Go to DearPadre.org to send your question
and to learn more about Dear Padre.

Monday
August 24

St. Bartholomew,
Apostle

Rv 21:9b-14

Jn 1:45-51

Tuesday

August 25

Weekday

2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17
Mt 23:23-26

Wednesday
August 26

Weekday

2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18
Mt 23:27-32

Thursday
August 27
St. Monica

1 Cor 1:1-9
Mt 24:42-51

Friday

August 28

St. Augustine, Bishop
and Doctor of the
Church

1 Cor 1:17-25

Mt 25:1-13

Saturday
August 29

The Passion of St.
John the Baptist
1 Cor 1:26-31
Mk 6:17-29

Sunday

August 30
Twenty-second
Sunday in Ordinary
Time

Jer 20:7-9

Rom 12:1-2

Mt 16:21-27

Catholic. Pastoral. Trusted. © 2026 Liguori Publications. Imprimi Potest: Fr. Kevin Zubel, CSsR, Provincial, Denver Province, the Redemptorists. Liguori Publications, a nonprofit
corporation, is an apostolate of the Redemptorists. To learn more about the Redemptorists, visit Redemptorists.com. No part of this work may be used in any form without the prior
written permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken from The New American Bible, Revised Edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian
Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. All Rights Reserved. Printed in USA. Visit Liguori.org or call 800-325-9521.
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