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Dear Padre,
Adam and Eve had two sons and  maybe 
others not mentioned in the Bible. How were 
others born without having committed incest?
This is a perfectly valid question, and one that I think 
many people have probably asked themselves at 
one time or another. Unfortunately, it is the wrong 
question, because it does not refl ect the true meaning 
of the story.

The story about Adam and Eve is not a literal story 
or, in other words, a story that would be reported by CNN or FOX News. It is a teaching story, intended to 
encourage belief in the creative power of God at work in his creation. It is not, nor has it ever been, a literal 
step-by-step tutorial of the early days of  the human race.

The bible includes different literary forms: narrative or history, poetry and songs, parables, letters, 
genealogies, and more. Knowing what form is being used, the purpose of the passage, who is writing or 
talking, and the intended audience is the work of Scripture scholars. The story of creation is not intended to 
be literal; it is inspirational. ●

Fr. Th omas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question 

and to learn more about Dear Padre.
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Monday
September 21
St. Matthew,  Apostle 
and Evangelist
Eph 4:1–7, 11–13
Mt 9:9–13

Tuesday
September 22
Weekday
Prv 21:1–6, 10–13
Lk 8:19–21

Wednesday
September 23
St. Pius of Pietrelcina, 
Priest
Prv 30:5–9
Lk 9:1–6 

Thursday
September 24
Weekday
Eccl 1:2–11
Lk 9:7–9

Friday
September 25
Weekday
Eccl 3:1–11
Lk 9:18–22

Saturday
September 26
Weekday
Eccl 11:9—12:8
Lk 9:43b–45

Sunday
September 27
Twenty-sixth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time
Ez 18:25–28
Phil 2:1–11 or 2:1–5
Mt 21:28–32
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A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
It is a great sign of hope—especially in our times, 
traversed by so many confl icts and wars—to know 
that the Church is a people in which women and 
men of different nationalities, languages, and 
cultures live together in faith: it is…a reminder and 
prophecy of that unity and peace to which God the 
Father calls all his children.

GENERAL AUDIENCE, ROME, MARCH 11, 2026

The quotations from Pope Leo XIV are printed with permission, copyright © 
Dicastero per la Comunicazione–Libreria Editrice Vaticana. All rights reserved.
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Next Up!
MIGUEL DULICK

I keep hearing preachers say this is their least 
favorite gospel, because it makes people so 

mad! All the workers in a vineyard get a full 
day’s pay—which folks interpret as heaven—
even the ones who came at the last hour of the 
afternoon. “You mean, I work hard my whole 
life, and some nobody from nowhere just 
waltzes into heaven ahead of me?” But wait a 
minute! You think you deserve your “pay”? None 
of us is anywhere or anything, even breathing, 
without God’s grace. It’s not a competition; it’s 
our only hope! We should be dancing in the 
street to celebrate God’s generosity. Matthew 
himself must have chuckled at this parable, 
since he was also a latecomer, having spent 
his life grinding his own brothers and sisters 
into poverty to feed the tax maw of the Roman 
Empire. Then, Jesus called him! I love the twist 
in the parable: the owner not only pays the last 
ones equally, but he pays them fi rst!

If you don’t like standing in 
line, you could be like Paul, 
who wants to just skip to the 
end: “I long to depart this life 
and be with Christ” (Philippians 
1:23). As he says, “To me life 
is Christ, and death is gain” 

(Philippians 1:21). We should all be so eager. 
Just concentrate on the “fruitful labor” of 
service to others. Put everyone else ahead of 
you, and don’t be afraid of some hard work. 
Any vineyard is a challenge, even when that 
vineyard is the Church. ●

September 20, 2026

Twenty-fi ft h Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

Isaiah 55:6–9 / Philippians 1:20c–24, 27a / Matthew 20:1–16a

Refl ect
Do I feel more deserving than others or struggle with envy?

LEARN ABOUT 
THE AUTHORS 
OF OUR PARISH 
COMMUNITY

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor 
are your ways my ways, [says] the Lord.

ISAIAH 55:8
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LITURGY SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION:
September 6,2026  St. Michael $4,066.00

Sacred Heart $742.00

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Sarah Pizzolatto, Bobby Hollingsworth, Carli Albrecht, Bangie Camper, JoAnn Vega, Patsy & Danny Haynes, 
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Tracey Tyrone Cox, Grace Pulliam, Alaina Goldsby, Janet Long, Jim Pugh, Jose Cantu, Balthasar Arellano, Joe 
Alvarez, Jay Guiltner, Scott Goldsmith, Ruben Saldivar, Joanna Kim, Mayson Hall, Walter Smith, Freddy Crabtree, 
Richard Batkey, Leroy England, Gloria Anderson, Cindy Dabbs, Juan Perez, Jr., Lillie Clark, Eric Densford, Joan 
White, Tina Imboden, Kay Loney, Johnny McMullin, Victims of War and Violence in our country and throughout 
the world, especially in the Ukraine. All persons serving in our Military, The Seminarians of the Diocese of Little 
Rock, and the Religious Men and Women of Arkansas.
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Joanne Smith
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ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCH
411 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301
Mass Times
• Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
• Sunday: 10:30 a.m.

SACRED HEART– Crawfordsville, AR
Mission Church
216 S. Main St., Crawfordsville, AR
• Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m.

Church Office
410 Pine St., West Memphis, AR
Phone: 870-733-1212
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 899, West Memphis, 
AR 72303
Email:westmemphiscatholic@gmail.com
Office Hours: 
Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Secretary: Gladys Hampton

Parish Religious Education (PRE)
Director: Libby Burroughs
PRE Classes: Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. (Grades K–12)

St. Michael’s Catholic School
Email: smcswm@sbcglobal.net
Website: stmichaelwm.com
Facebook: facebook.com/wmsmcs/
Principal: Michael Beauregard, Ed.D.
Grades: PreK3 & PreK4, K, 1st, 2nd, 4th
405 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301
Phone: 870-735-1730

Pastor: Fr. Gilbert Tairo, CSSp

Saturday September 19 4:00 pm 
5:00 pm

Adoration 

Tom Forman

Sunday September 20 8:30 am
10:30 am

Jo Zachary

Jim & Lee Marconi 

Monday September 21 NO MASS

Tuesday September 22 6:00 pm Danny Foster 

Wednesday September 23 8:00 am Adrian Pirani
  

Thursday September 24 NO MASS

Friday September 25 8:00 am Beauregard Family 

Saturday September 26 4:00 pm
5:00 pm

Adoration 

Irmgard Paulk

Sunday September 27 8:30 am 
10:30 am

Lynn Zachary

Danny Foster
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mailto:smcswm@sbcglobal.net


PARISH ORGANIZATIONS & FELLOWSHIP

INFANT OF PRAGUE GUILD: Meetings are held quarterly in the school     
cafeteria. Please watch here for announcements
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: First Sunday of each month · 7:00 p.m.
Finance Council - Thursday, Oct. 15th · 5:00 p.m.
Pastoral Council- Thursday, Oct. 15th · 6:15 p.m.

                                          ✧ PARISH FELLOWSHIP ✧

SACRED HEART BRUNCH - First Sunday — Oct 4th Following Mass
ST. MICHAEL’S BRUNCH- Second Sunday — Oct 11th Following Mass – Guild

Week of September 26, 2026 September 27, 2026

Lector Kevin Meyers Matt Fletcher
Linens Mary Ann Tyrone
Communion Jo Ann Vega Laura Saldivar

Elizabeth Reece Tony Bell
Fairley Vega Andy Horton

Offertory Mary Ellyn Marconi Jacob Wray Family

Rita Fratesi
Greeters Michelle Pirani Marguerite Bond
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Dear Padre,
Adam and Eve had two sons and  maybe 
others not mentioned in the Bible. How were 
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This is a perfectly valid question, and one that I think 
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I keep hearing preachers say this is their least 
favorite gospel, because it makes people so 

mad! All the workers in a vineyard get a full 
day’s pay—which folks interpret as heaven—
even the ones who came at the last hour of the 
afternoon. “You mean, I work hard my whole 
life, and some nobody from nowhere just 
waltzes into heaven ahead of me?” But wait a 
minute! You think you deserve your “pay”? None 
of us is anywhere or anything, even breathing, 
without God’s grace. It’s not a competition; it’s 
our only hope! We should be dancing in the 
street to celebrate God’s generosity. Matthew 
himself must have chuckled at this parable, 
since he was also a latecomer, having spent 
his life grinding his own brothers and sisters 
into poverty to feed the tax maw of the Roman 
Empire. Then, Jesus called him! I love the twist 
in the parable: the owner not only pays the last 
ones equally, but he pays them fi rst!

If you don’t like standing in 
line, you could be like Paul, 
who wants to just skip to the 
end: “I long to depart this life 
and be with Christ” (Philippians 
1:23). As he says, “To me life 
is Christ, and death is gain” 

(Philippians 1:21). We should all be so eager. 
Just concentrate on the “fruitful labor” of 
service to others. Put everyone else ahead of 
you, and don’t be afraid of some hard work. 
Any vineyard is a challenge, even when that 
vineyard is the Church. ●
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