O“r Parish August 16, 2026

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

c o M M u " ' T v Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 / Romans 11:13-15, 29-32 / Matthew 15:21-28

Then Jesus said to her in reply, “O woman, great
is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.”
MATTHEW 15:28

Still Redeemable?

ANN M. GARRIDO

ot once, not twice, but three times in today’s gospel, Jesus dismisses the Canaanite woman who comes to

him for help. First, he refuses to speak to her. Then, he says he has come only for “the lost sheep” of Israel.
Finally, he compares her to a dog. In ancient Judaism, dogs were considered unclean animals, and to call someone
a dog was a harsh insult. How does it feel to hear Jesus speak to a woman in this way? We must admit that it does

not sound like the Jesus we know and love.

With the trajectory of the encounter headed downhill (and picking up speed), it is hard to imagine that
anything could be done at this point to change the outcome. If | were in her situation, | would have been so
offended after the third dismissal that | would have simply slammed the door on the way out. But, remarkably,
the story takes a 90-degree turn when the Canaanite woman enters into a verbal joust with Jesus and jolts him

into taking her seriously. Very seriously. Jesus praises her for her faith.

“Faith in what?” one might ask. Perhaps faith that this relationship could still turn around. Faith
that the antagonistic plotline of history between Jews and Canaanites could still change. Faith that
Jesus could still be something other than a dismissive man. Faith that an ignored voice might still
be worth hearing. Do we have the praiseworthy faith of the Canaanite woman? Do we still believe
that troublesome interactions can yet be redeemed? ®

Reflect

How strong is my faith? Strong enough to be persistent?
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ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCH SACRED HEART- Crawfordsville, AR
411 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301 Mission Church

Mass Times 216 S. Main St., Crawfordsville, AR
e Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. e Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m.

e Sunday: 10:30 a.m.

Church Office Pastor: Fr. Gilbert Tairo, CSSp

410 Pine St., West Memphis, AR
Phone: 870-733-1212

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 899, West Memphis,
AR 72303
Email:westmemphiscatholic@gmail.com
Office Hours:

Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Secretary: Gladys Hampton

St. Michael’s Catholic School

Email: smcswm@sbcglobal.net

Website: stmichaelwm.com

Facebook: facebook.com/wmsmcs/

Principal: Michael Beauregard, Ed.D.

Grades: PreK3 & PreK4, K, 1st, 2nd, 4th

405 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301
Phone: 870-735-1730

Parish Religious Education (PRE)
Director: Libby Burroughs
PRE Classes: Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. (Grades K-12)
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Week of August 22, 2026 August 23, 2026

Lector Rebecca Warner Melanie Beyers
Linens Dorothy Foster
Communion Fairley Vega Melissa Morphis
Jo Ann Vega Jessica Galtelli
Elizabeth Reece Katie Reese
Offertory Chris Warner Fletcher Family
Rebecca & Stewart
Warner
Greeters Rita Fratesi Volunteer Needed

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS & FELLOWSHIP

INFANT OF PRAGUE GUILD: Meetings are held quarterly in the school
cafeteria. Please watch here for announcements

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: First Sunday of each month - 7:00 p.m.
Finance Council - Thursday, Aug. 20t - 5:00 p.m.

Pastoral Council- Thursday, Aug. 20t - 6:15 p.m.

< PARISH FELLOWSHIP <>

SACRED HEART BRUNCH - First Sunday — Sept. 6t Following Mass
ST. MICHAEL'S BRUNCH- Second Sunday — Sept 13t Following Mass — Knights




LITURGY SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Saturday August 15 4:00 pm Adoration

5:00 pm Etta Kelly®
Sunday August 16 8:30 am Frank J. Alpet

10:30 am Cathryn Simpsont
Monday August 17 NO MASS
Tuesday August 18 6:00 pm Danny Fostert®
Wednesday August 19 8:00 am Dale Sella¥
Thursday August 20 8:00 am Libby Burroughs (B'Day)
Friday August 21 8:00 am Mary Ann Tyrone
Saturday August 22 4:00 pm Adoration

5:00 pm Danny Fostert
Sunday August 23 8:30 am Pam Schroedert

10:30 am Michael Burroughs(Anni)#

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Bangie Camper, JoAnn Vega, Patsy & Danny Haynes, James Bell, Charlie Dabbs, Ginny Kimbrell, Carlton Coveny, Carla
Sanderson, Kathleen Alparo, Baby Arabella, Ward Roberts, Melanie Beyer, Fairley Vega, Olivia Vega, Richard Gunter,
Steve Marasco, llluminata Wilhelmi, Nancy Ellis Hays, Cathy Stockbridge, Theresa Black, Mary Ann Tyrone, Donald
Turlich, Vickey Stanford, John Baioni, Will Hutcherson, Mandi Tacker, Matthew Bain, Edna Alpuente, Joan McCarty,
Jane Rice, Neil Sponer, Tracey Tyrone Cox, Grace Pulliam, Alaina Goldshy, Nancy Jackson, Janet Long, Jim Pugh, Jose
Cantu, Balthasar Arellano, Joe Alvarez, Jay Guiltner, Scott Goldsmith, Ruben Saldivar, Joanna Kim, Mayson Hall, Walter
Smith, Freddy Crabtree, Richard Batkey, Leroy England, Gloria Anderson, Cindy Dabbs, Juan Perez, Jr., Lillie Clark, Eric
Densford, Joan White, Tina Imboden, Kay Loney, Johnny McMullin, Victims of War and Violence in our country and
throughout the world, especially in the Ukraine. All persons serving in our Military, The Seminarians of the Diocese of
Little Rock, and the Religious Men and Women of Arkansas.

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION:

August 9,2026 St. Michael’s $3,913.00
Sacred Heart $896.00
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Dear Padre, )

What does the Church teach about evolution?

In 1950, Pope Pius XllI assured believers that there is no
intrinsic opposition between Christianity and the theory
of evolution, provided that God is affirmed as the Creator
of all things and that the human soul is acknowledged a
direct creation of God. (See Humani Generis [On the Human

Person], 36.) In section 6 of his October 22, 1996, address
to the Pontifical Academy of Sciences, Pope St. John Paul
Il sanctioned the acceptance of evolution theories but added that the nature of the soul and its relationship
to God are beyond the realm of science. Thus, the Catholic Church maintains that while evolution explains the
development of life, it is God who initiated and guided the evolutionary process, and that our providential God is
ultimately responsible for creating the human soul.

Many people find Darwin’s evolutionary theory (On the Origin of Species, 1859) hard to reconcile with their
literal interpretation of the biblical account of origins in Genesis 1 and 2. But views on whether God created

o /

human beings in evolutionary stages that span millennia, or literally created human beings in an instant, can
coexist for Catholics. Yet, regarding the latter view, the Catechism of the Catholic Church discourages an overall
literal interpretation of the Bible, encouraging readers instead to recognize its various literary genres. (See CCC
109-117) Recall, too, that the Bible wasn’t written for scientific information, nor was Darwinian biology written

for theological revelation. ®
Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question and to learn more about Dear Padre.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
August 17 August 18 August 19 August 20 August 21 August 22 August 23
Weekday Weekday Weekday St. Bernard, St. Pius X, Pope The Queenship Twenty-first
Ez 24:15-23 Ez 28:1-10 Ez 34:1-11 Abbot and Ez 37:1-14 of the Blessed Sunday in
Mt 19:16-22 Mt 19:23-30 Mt 20:1-16 Doctor of the Mt 22:34-40 Virgin Mary Ordinary Time
Church Ez 43:1-7ab Is 22:19-23
Ez 36:23-28 Mt 23:1-12 Rom 11:33-36
Mt 22:1-14 Mt 16:13-20

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
[T]he pain that moves us to compassion is not the pain of a stranger; it is the
pain of a member of our own Body, to whom Christ our Head commands us
attend, for the good of all. In this sense, our service is identified with Christ’s
own suffering and, when offered in a Christian spirit, hastens the fulfillment of
the Savior’s prayer for the unity of all.

MESSAGE ON WORLD DAY OF THE SICK, ROME, FEBRUARY 11, 2026

The quotations from Pope Leo XIV are printed with permission, copyright © Dicastero per la Comunicazione-Libreria
Editrice Vaticana. All rights reserved.

@ . o Catholic. Pastoral. Trusted. © 2026 Liguori Publications. Imprimi Potest: Fr. Kevin Zubel, CSsR, Provincial, Denver Province, the Redemptorists. Liguori Publications, a nonprofit
ngguOrl corporation, is an apostolate of the Redemptorists. To learn more about the Redemptorists, visit Redemptorists.com. No part of this work may be used in any form without the prior
pUBLICATIONs WTitten permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken from The New American Bible, Revised Edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian
A Redemptorist Ministry - Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. ALL Rights Reserved. Printed in USA. Visit Liguori.org or call 800-325-9521.

MDOLSYILLNHS / SILIVIANSNNNG



	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6

