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Monday
MARCH 23
Lenten Weekday
Dn 13:1–9, 15–17, 
19–30, 33–62 or 
13:41c–62
Jn 8:1–11

Tuesday
MARCH 24
Lenten Weekday
Nm 21:4–9
Jn 8:21–30

Wednesday 
MARCH 25
The Annunciation 
of the Lord
Is 7:10–14; 8:10
Heb 10:4–10
Lk 1:26–38

Thursday
MARCH 26
Lenten Weekday
Gn 17:3–9
Jn 8:51–59

Friday
MARCH 27
Lenten Weekday
Jer 20:10–13
Jn 10:31–42

Saturday
MARCH 28
Lenten Weekday
Ez 37:21–28
Jn 11:45–56

Sunday
MARCH 29
Palm Sunday of the 
Passion of the Lord
Mt 21:1–11
Is 50:4–7
Phil 2:6–11
Mt 26:14—27:66 or 
27:11–54

Dear Padre, 
 I’ve offered many Masses for wife and family, 
thinking if  perhaps they are in Purgatory, it would 
help shorten their time. How can we tell if our 
prayers and Masses are benefi cial? How do we 
know? 
It has been a long- and well-established expression of Catholic 
faith and practice to pray for the departed. Our prayers help us 
as we grieve and mourn the passing of the people we love. Our 
prayers help us keep their passing in perspective—not as the end of something, but rather as the beginning of 
new life in Christ. This is benefi cial and needs no further evidence to illustrate the value of the practice. 

Your question, on the other hand, goes beyond what  the tradition emphasizes. It seems like you are seeking 
some sort of guarantee or warranty, which you assume will be reassuring. Unfortunately, there is no guarantee 
or warranty either promised or implied in this spiritual practice. In death, indeed in the whole of Christian life, 
we bump up against mystery, not certitude.  We are invited to enter into the mystery. To grow  in the mystery. 
To be graced by the mystery. Nothing more is possible. We hope because we believe. We  believe because we 
practice what we hope for. ●

Fr. Th omas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question 
for the Padre?

Go to DearPadre.org to send 
your question and to learn more 

about Dear Padre.
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A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
A very widespread ailment of our time is the 
fatigue of living: reality seems to us to be too 
complex, burdensome, diffi cult to face. And so, 
we switch off, we fall asleep….  But reality has 
to be faced…. Let us go to Jesus: he can heal us; 
he can revive us. Jesus is our hope!

GENERAL AUDIENCE, ROME, JUNE 25, 2025
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I Am the Resurrection
ANN M. GARRIDO

The prophets before Jesus had long spoken of God’s dreams for our world. In seasons of darkness and despair, 
they would offer snapshots of hope for what it would be like in the “kingdom of God.” Those who were blind 

would see. Those unable to walk would dance. Those imprisoned would be free. And those who had died would 
be raised to life again. 

In today’s gospel, we hear that Martha shared in the prophets’ hope. When Jesus tells her that her brother 
Lazarus will rise, she replies, “I know he will rise, in the resurrection on the last day.” In other words, Martha 
believes in the coming “kingdom of God.” But then, Jesus stuns her with his response: “I am the resurrection and 
the life.” That is, “I am the kingdom of God.”

Origen of Alexandria—a third-century theologian—spoke of Jesus as the autobasileia. The term comes from two 
Greek words: auto, meaning “self,” and basileia, meaning “kingdom.” It was his way of expressing that Jesus was 
the fulfi llment of all that the prophets had preached. He was all of God’s dreams for us manifest, not as had been 
anticipated in a future 
time, but in a living 
person.

We still wait for God’s 
dreams to be realized on 
a global scale, but, like 
Martha, we have seen 
what that realization will 
look like already in our 
experience of Jesus. With 
Martha, we can confess 
that he is “the Messiah, 
the Son of God, the one 
who is coming into the 
world.” ●

March 22, 2026

Fift h Sunday of Lent (A)

Ezekiel 37:12–14 / Romans 8:8–11 / John 11:1–45 or 11:3–7, 17, 20–27, 33b–45

LEARN 
ABOUT THE 
AUTHORS OF 
OUR PARISH 
COMMUNITY

I will put my spirit in 
you that you may come 
to life, and I will settle 
you in your land,” [says 
the Lord God].

EZEKIEL 37:14

Refl ect
Where do I see signs 
or snapshots of the 

kingdom of God? 



Financial Council Members

LITURGY SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION:
March 15,2026  St. Michael $3,336.00

Sacred Heart $878.00

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Lynda Ashcraft, Carlton Coveny, Carla Sanderson, Kathleen Alparo, Baby Arabella, Ward Roberts, Melanie Beyer, 
Fairley Vega, Olivia Vega, Richard Gunter, Steve Marasco, Illuminata Wilhelmi, Nancy Ellis Hays, Cathy Stockbridge, 
Theresa Black, Mary Ann Tyrone, Donald Turlich, Vickey Stanford, John Baioni, Carol Burdison, Will Hutcherson, 
Mandi Tacker, Matthew Bain, Edna Alpuente, Joan McCarty, Jane Rice, Neil Sponer, Tracey Tyrone Cox, Grace 
Pulliam, Alaina Goldsby, Nancy Jackson, Janet Long, Danny Foster, Jim Pugh, Jose Cantu, Balthasar Arellano, Joe 
Alvarez, Jay Guiltner, Scott Goldsmith, Ruben Saldivar, Joanna Kim, Mayson Hall, Walter Smith, Freddy Crabtree, 
Richard Batkey, Leroy England, Gloria Anderson, Cindy Dabbs, Juan Perez, Jr., Lillie Clark, Eric Densford, Joan 
White, Tina Imboden, Kay Loney, Johnny McMullin, Victims of War and Violence in our country and throughout the 
world, especially in the Ukraine.  All persons serving in our Military, The Seminarians of the Diocese of Little Rock, 
and the Religious Men and Women of Arkansas.

Shelley Pugh
Joanne Smith
Ken Thomas

Ginger Wilkinson
Phillip Wray

Donna McAlister
Kevin Meyers

Parish Council Members

Tony Bell
Mary Jane Flowers
Claude Hunt
Ricardo Ledezma

Patsy Fletcher (President)
Lisa Schafer (Vice President)
Margaret Henson (Secretary)
Beth Aureli

Tim Marconi
Joanne Smith
Lauren Wray
Jo Zachary

 

Saturday March  21 4:00 pm 
5:00 pm 

 Adoration 
 Eunice Garner 

Sunday March 22 8:30 am 
10:30 am 

Lucille Marconi  
Nestle Cesa Guillermo  

Monday March 23 NO MASS 

Tuesday  March 24 6:00 pm   John Halling  

Wednesday March 25 8:00 am   Sis Young 

Thursday March 26 8:00 am   Sam Britton 

Friday March 27 8:00 am   Frank L. Martin   

Saturday March 28 4:00 pm 
5:00 pm 

Adoration 
Theresa Williams 

Sunday March 29 8:30 am 
10:30 am 

Jimmy Sharp 
Anita Miller 

 

ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCH
411 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301
Mass Times
• Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
• Sunday: 10:30 a.m.

SACRED HEART– Crawfordsville, AR
Mission Church
216 S. Main St., Crawfordsville, AR
• Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m.

Church Office
410 Pine St., West Memphis, AR
Phone: 870-733-1212
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 899, West Memphis, 
AR 72303
Email:westmemphiscatholic@gmail.com
Office Hours: 
Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Secretary: Gladys Hampton

Parish Religious Education (PRE)
Director: Libby Burroughs
PRE Classes: Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. (Grades K–12)

St. Michael’s Catholic School
Email: smcswm@sbcglobal.net
Website: stmichaelwm.com
Facebook: facebook.com/wmsmcs/
Principal: Michael Beauregard, Ed.D.
Grades: PreK3 & PreK4, K, 1st, 2nd, 4th
405 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301
Phone: 870-735-1730

Pastor: Fr. Gilbert Tairo, CSSp

mailto:westmemphiscatholic@gmail.com
mailto:smcswm@sbcglobal.net
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Week of March 28, 2026 March 29, 2026

Lector Kevin Meyers Mary Lou Hall
Sandy G. Williford Jessie Drake

Linens Diana Thompson
Communion Ginger Wilkinson Clay Aureli

Liz Posey Sarah Horton
Ginger Creel Libby Burroughs

Offertory Chris Warner Anna & Christina Lugay
Stewart & Rebecca 
Warner

Greeters Kaden McKinnon Sydney Galtelli

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS & FELLOWSHIP

INFANT OF PRAGUE GUILD: Meetings are held quarterly in the school     
cafeteria Please watch here for announcements
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: First Sunday of each month · 7:00 p.m.
Finance Council - Thursday, April 16 · 5:00 p.m.
Pastoral Council- Thursday, April 16 · 6:15 p.m.

✧ PARISH FELLOWSHIP ✧
SACRED HEART BRUNCH - First Sunday — April 5 Following Mass
ST. MICHAEL’S BRUNCH- Second Sunday — April 12 Following Mass - Guild
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Monday
MARCH 23
Lenten Weekday
Dn 13:1–9, 15–17, 
19–30, 33–62 or 
13:41c–62
Jn 8:1–11

Tuesday
MARCH 24
Lenten Weekday
Nm 21:4–9
Jn 8:21–30

Wednesday 
MARCH 25
The Annunciation 
of the Lord
Is 7:10–14; 8:10
Heb 10:4–10
Lk 1:26–38

Thursday
MARCH 26
Lenten Weekday
Gn 17:3–9
Jn 8:51–59

Friday
MARCH 27
Lenten Weekday
Jer 20:10–13
Jn 10:31–42

Saturday
MARCH 28
Lenten Weekday
Ez 37:21–28
Jn 11:45–56

Sunday
MARCH 29
Palm Sunday of the 
Passion of the Lord
Mt 21:1–11
Is 50:4–7
Phil 2:6–11
Mt 26:14—27:66 or 
27:11–54

Dear Padre, 
 I’ve offered many Masses for wife and family, 
thinking if  perhaps they are in Purgatory, it would 
help shorten their time. How can we tell if our 
prayers and Masses are benefi cial? How do we 
know? 
It has been a long- and well-established expression of Catholic 
faith and practice to pray for the departed. Our prayers help us 
as we grieve and mourn the passing of the people we love. Our 
prayers help us keep their passing in perspective—not as the end of something, but rather as the beginning of 
new life in Christ. This is benefi cial and needs no further evidence to illustrate the value of the practice. 

Your question, on the other hand, goes beyond what  the tradition emphasizes. It seems like you are seeking 
some sort of guarantee or warranty, which you assume will be reassuring. Unfortunately, there is no guarantee 
or warranty either promised or implied in this spiritual practice. In death, indeed in the whole of Christian life, 
we bump up against mystery, not certitude.  We are invited to enter into the mystery. To grow  in the mystery. 
To be graced by the mystery. Nothing more is possible. We hope because we believe. We  believe because we 
practice what we hope for. ●

Fr. Th omas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question 
for the Padre?

Go to DearPadre.org to send 
your question and to learn more 

about Dear Padre.
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A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
A very widespread ailment of our time is the 
fatigue of living: reality seems to us to be too 
complex, burdensome, diffi cult to face. And so, 
we switch off, we fall asleep….  But reality has 
to be faced…. Let us go to Jesus: he can heal us; 
he can revive us. Jesus is our hope!

GENERAL AUDIENCE, ROME, JUNE 25, 2025
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I Am the Resurrection
ANN M. GARRIDO

The prophets before Jesus had long spoken of God’s dreams for our world. In seasons of darkness and despair, 
they would offer snapshots of hope for what it would be like in the “kingdom of God.” Those who were blind 

would see. Those unable to walk would dance. Those imprisoned would be free. And those who had died would 
be raised to life again. 

In today’s gospel, we hear that Martha shared in the prophets’ hope. When Jesus tells her that her brother 
Lazarus will rise, she replies, “I know he will rise, in the resurrection on the last day.” In other words, Martha 
believes in the coming “kingdom of God.” But then, Jesus stuns her with his response: “I am the resurrection and 
the life.” That is, “I am the kingdom of God.”

Origen of Alexandria—a third-century theologian—spoke of Jesus as the autobasileia. The term comes from two 
Greek words: auto, meaning “self,” and basileia, meaning “kingdom.” It was his way of expressing that Jesus was 
the fulfi llment of all that the prophets had preached. He was all of God’s dreams for us manifest, not as had been 
anticipated in a future 
time, but in a living 
person.

We still wait for God’s 
dreams to be realized on 
a global scale, but, like 
Martha, we have seen 
what that realization will 
look like already in our 
experience of Jesus. With 
Martha, we can confess 
that he is “the Messiah, 
the Son of God, the one 
who is coming into the 
world.” ●

March 22, 2026

Fift h Sunday of Lent (A)

Ezekiel 37:12–14 / Romans 8:8–11 / John 11:1–45 or 11:3–7, 17, 20–27, 33b–45

LEARN 
ABOUT THE 
AUTHORS OF 
OUR PARISH 
COMMUNITY

I will put my spirit in 
you that you may come 
to life, and I will settle 
you in your land,” [says 
the Lord God].

EZEKIEL 37:14

Refl ect
Where do I see signs 
or snapshots of the 

kingdom of God? 


	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6



