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Dear Padre,
I am scared of the end times and predictions 
of these dates. I feel saved, but I don’t truly 
know if I would be accepted into heaven. 
What are the Catholic teachings on the end 
times/rapture?
No one but our heavenly Father knows the precise 
time of our Lord’s return. (See Mark 13:32-37.) If this 
uncertainty about when Jesus will return evokes more apprehension than anticipation, it doesn’t help that 
prophets of doom make predictions based on a distorted understanding of apocalyptic literature in the Bible. An 
example of this literary form includes the Book of Revelation. It contains elements of a fi nal judgment and cosmic 
struggle between good and evil written in highly symbolic and imaginative language; however, it wasn’t intended 
to provide a literal description or timeline of how the world ends. In 1 Thessalonians 4:16–17, St. Paul also uses 
apocalyptic imagery to say that all the faithful will be “caught up” (“rapt up”) to meet the Lord at his Coming. Some 
use this single text to vividly imagine true believers being “raptured” from the earth and escaping the destruction 
of humankind at the end times, but it’s a misinterpretation. For Catholics, these apocalyptic passages offer hope 
and guidance: despite the powerful forces of evil, Christ will overcome. His death and resurrection already ushered 
in the last age. We don’t know how long this age will last before the fi nal consummation, hence the need to be 
watchful and prepared. ●

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question 

and to learn more about Dear Padre.
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Monday
May 18
Easter Weekday
Acts 19:1–8
Jn 16:29–33

Tuesday
May 19
Easter Weekday
Acts 20:17–27
Jn 17:1–11a

Wednesday
May 20
Easter Weekday
Acts 20:28–38
Jn 17:11b–19

Th ursday
May 21
Easter Weekday
Acts 22:30; 23:6–11
Jn 17:20–26

Friday
May 22
Easter Weekday
Acts 25:13b–21
Jn 21:15–19

Saturday
May 23
Easter Weekday
Acts 28:16–20, 30–31
Jn 21:20–25

Sunday
May 24
Pentecost Sunday
Acts 2:1–11
1 Cor 12:3b–7, 12–13
Jn 20:19–23

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
Where are you…when the poor are blamed 
for their poverty, forgotten and discarded, in 
a world that values profi t more than people? 
[W]here are you in a hyper-connected life 
where loneliness corrodes social bonds and 
makes us strangers even to ourselves?… 
Fraternity…means 
rediscovering the face of 
the other…the very image 
of God in the face of the 
poor, the refugee, and 
even the adversary.

ADDRESS TO MEETING 

ON FRATERNITY, ROME, 

SEPTEMBER 12, 2025

M
A

RC
O

 IA
C

O
BU

C
C

I E
PP

 / 
SH

U
TT

ER
ST

O
C

K

© 2026 LIGUORI PUBLIC ATIONS • A MINISTRY OF THE REDEMPTORISTS • IMAGE: SHUT TERSTOCK

Stairway to Heaven
MIGUEL DULICK

Even by the Ascension, after forty days of eating and drinking with the resurrected Lord, the obtuseness 
of the Apostles still frustrates Jesus. In Acts, they’re ready for a fi ght, “to restore the kingdom to Israel” (Acts 

1:6). Matthew reports that “they worshiped, but they doubted” (Matthew 28:17). Pentecost cannot come soon 
enough, when they will be baptized with the Holy Spirit, and all will be made known.

So the next nine days are crucial. The apostles and other disciples, 120 persons in all, prepare 
for the arrival of the Holy Spirit, a spiritual retreat, the original “novena.” Only then can the apostle 
go and “make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19).

Jesus, who brought heaven down to earth in the Incarnation, now ascends, taking earth up to 
heaven, with his resurrection. Saint Paul gives us a hint of how special this interchange is when he 
wishes for the Ephesians to receive from Jesus “a Spirit of wisdom and revelation” (Ephesians 1:17). 

Our own obtuseness can block the Holy Spirt when we think we have all the answers. When I 
fi rst preached in Honduras, in the village where I live, I was so prepared. I said everything I could 
think of, all that I had learned in my courses for a masters degree in divinity. But then, when I heard the prayers 
and insights of poor and simple folks, supported by a rich, personal knowledge of the Lord himself, I cut my 
sermons in half and let the “saints,” as St. Paul liked to call the people, fi nish the job. Thank you, Holy Spirit! ●

May 17, 2026

Th e Ascension of the Lord (A)

Acts 1:1–11 / Ephesians 1:17–23 / Matthew 28:16–20

Refl ect
How can I better cooperate with the Holy Spirit?

LEARN ABOUT 
THE AUTHORS 
OF OUR PARISH 
COMMUNITY

[Jesus said,] “You will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you, and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.”

ACTS 1:8



Financial Council Members

LITURGY SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION:
May 10,2026  St. Michael $2,285.00

Sacred Heart $783.00

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Patsy & Danny Haynes, James Bell, Charlie Dabbs, Ginny Kimbrell, Lynda Ashcraft, Carlton Coveny, Carla 
Sanderson, Kathleen Alparo, Baby Arabella, Ward Roberts, Melanie Beyer, Fairley Vega, Olivia Vega, Richard 
Gunter, Steve Marasco, Illuminata Wilhelmi, Nancy Ellis Hays, Cathy Stockbridge, Theresa Black, Mary Ann Tyrone, 
Donald Turlich, Vickey Stanford, John Baioni, Carol Burdison, Will Hutcherson, Mandi Tacker, Matthew Bain, Edna 
Alpuente, Joan McCarty, Jane Rice, Neil Sponer, Tracey Tyrone Cox, Grace Pulliam, Alaina Goldsby, Nancy 
Jackson, Janet Long, Jim Pugh, Jose Cantu, Balthasar Arellano, Joe Alvarez, Jay Guiltner, Scott Goldsmith, Ruben 
Saldivar, Joanna Kim, Mayson Hall, Walter Smith, Freddy Crabtree, Richard Batkey, Leroy England, Gloria Anderson, 
Cindy Dabbs, Juan Perez, Jr., Lillie Clark, Eric Densford, Joan White, Tina Imboden, Kay Loney, Johnny McMullin, 
Victims of War and Violence in our country and throughout the world, especially in the Ukraine.  All persons serving 
in our Military, The Seminarians of the Diocese of Little Rock, and the Religious Men and Women of Arkansas.

Shelley Pugh
Joanne Smith
Ken Thomas

Ginger Wilkinson
Phillip Wray

Donna McAlister
Kevin Meyers

Parish Council Members

Tony Bell
Mary Jane Flowers
Claude Hunt
Ricardo Ledezma

Patsy Fletcher (President)
Lisa Schafer (Vice President)
Margaret Henson (Secretary)
Beth Aureli

Tim Marconi
Joanne Smith
Lauren Wray
Jo Zachary

 

Saturday May 16  4:00 pm 
 5:00 pm 

Adoration 
Theresa McGinnis 

Sunday May 17 8:30 am 
10:30 am 

Frank B Alpe 
Ruben Saldivar (B’day)  

Monday May 18 NO MASS 

Tuesday  May 19 6:00 pm   Sam Britton 

Wednesday May 20 8:00 am 
 

  Alissa Hampton (B’day) 
  Murphy Smith 

Thursday May 21 8:00 am   William Billings  

Friday May 22 8:00 am   Douglas Glasz   

Saturday May 23 4:00 pm 
5:00 pm 

Adoration 
Betty & Etta Kelly 

Sunday May 24 8:30 am 
10:30 am 

Hilda Phillips 
Ernest Miller Sr 

 

ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCH
411 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301
Mass Times
• Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
• Sunday: 10:30 a.m.

SACRED HEART– Crawfordsville, AR
Mission Church
216 S. Main St., Crawfordsville, AR
• Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m.

Church Office
410 Pine St., West Memphis, AR
Phone: 870-733-1212
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 899, West Memphis, 
AR 72303
Email:westmemphiscatholic@gmail.com
Office Hours: 
Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Secretary: Gladys Hampton

Parish Religious Education (PRE)
Director: Libby Burroughs
PRE Classes: Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. (Grades K–12)

St. Michael’s Catholic School
Email: smcswm@sbcglobal.net
Website: stmichaelwm.com
Facebook: facebook.com/wmsmcs/
Principal: Michael Beauregard, Ed.D.
Grades: PreK3 & PreK4, K, 1st, 2nd, 4th
405 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301
Phone: 870-735-1730

Pastor: Fr. Gilbert Tairo, CSSp

mailto:westmemphiscatholic@gmail.com
mailto:smcswm@sbcglobal.net
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PARISH ORGANIZATIONS & FELLOWSHIP

INFANT OF PRAGUE GUILD: Meetings are held quarterly in the school     
cafeteria. Please watch here for announcements
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: First Sunday of each month · 7:00 p.m.
Finance Council - Thursday, May 21st · 5:00 p.m.
Pastoral Council- Thursday, May 21st · 6:15 p.m.

                                          ✧ PARISH FELLOWSHIP ✧

SACRED HEART BRUNCH - First Sunday — June 7th Following Mass
ST. MICHAEL’S BRUNCH- Second Sunday — June 14th Following Mass - PC

Week of May 23, 2026 May 24, 2026

Lector Margie McCain Mary Lou Hall
Linens Mary Ann Tyrone 
Communion Bonnie Waller Libby Burroughs

Lisa Schafer Clay Aureli
James Alpuente Sarah Horton

Offertory Suzy & Max McAuley Aureli Family

Greeters Kaden McKinnon Lauren Wray
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Dear Padre,
I am scared of the end times and predictions 
of these dates. I feel saved, but I don’t truly 
know if I would be accepted into heaven. 
What are the Catholic teachings on the end 
times/rapture?
No one but our heavenly Father knows the precise 
time of our Lord’s return. (See Mark 13:32-37.) If this 
uncertainty about when Jesus will return evokes more apprehension than anticipation, it doesn’t help that 
prophets of doom make predictions based on a distorted understanding of apocalyptic literature in the Bible. An 
example of this literary form includes the Book of Revelation. It contains elements of a fi nal judgment and cosmic 
struggle between good and evil written in highly symbolic and imaginative language; however, it wasn’t intended 
to provide a literal description or timeline of how the world ends. In 1 Thessalonians 4:16–17, St. Paul also uses 
apocalyptic imagery to say that all the faithful will be “caught up” (“rapt up”) to meet the Lord at his Coming. Some 
use this single text to vividly imagine true believers being “raptured” from the earth and escaping the destruction 
of humankind at the end times, but it’s a misinterpretation. For Catholics, these apocalyptic passages offer hope 
and guidance: despite the powerful forces of evil, Christ will overcome. His death and resurrection already ushered 
in the last age. We don’t know how long this age will last before the fi nal consummation, hence the need to be 
watchful and prepared. ●

Fr. Byron Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question 

and to learn more about Dear Padre.
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May 18
Easter Weekday
Acts 19:1–8
Jn 16:29–33
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May 19
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Acts 20:17–27
Jn 17:1–11a
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May 20
Easter Weekday
Acts 20:28–38
Jn 17:11b–19

Th ursday
May 21
Easter Weekday
Acts 22:30; 23:6–11
Jn 17:20–26

Friday
May 22
Easter Weekday
Acts 25:13b–21
Jn 21:15–19

Saturday
May 23
Easter Weekday
Acts 28:16–20, 30–31
Jn 21:20–25

Sunday
May 24
Pentecost Sunday
Acts 2:1–11
1 Cor 12:3b–7, 12–13
Jn 20:19–23

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
Where are you…when the poor are blamed 
for their poverty, forgotten and discarded, in 
a world that values profi t more than people? 
[W]here are you in a hyper-connected life 
where loneliness corrodes social bonds and 
makes us strangers even to ourselves?… 
Fraternity…means 
rediscovering the face of 
the other…the very image 
of God in the face of the 
poor, the refugee, and 
even the adversary.
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Stairway to Heaven
MIGUEL DULICK

Even by the Ascension, after forty days of eating and drinking with the resurrected Lord, the obtuseness 
of the Apostles still frustrates Jesus. In Acts, they’re ready for a fi ght, “to restore the kingdom to Israel” (Acts 

1:6). Matthew reports that “they worshiped, but they doubted” (Matthew 28:17). Pentecost cannot come soon 
enough, when they will be baptized with the Holy Spirit, and all will be made known.

So the next nine days are crucial. The apostles and other disciples, 120 persons in all, prepare 
for the arrival of the Holy Spirit, a spiritual retreat, the original “novena.” Only then can the apostle 
go and “make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19).

Jesus, who brought heaven down to earth in the Incarnation, now ascends, taking earth up to 
heaven, with his resurrection. Saint Paul gives us a hint of how special this interchange is when he 
wishes for the Ephesians to receive from Jesus “a Spirit of wisdom and revelation” (Ephesians 1:17). 

Our own obtuseness can block the Holy Spirt when we think we have all the answers. When I 
fi rst preached in Honduras, in the village where I live, I was so prepared. I said everything I could 
think of, all that I had learned in my courses for a masters degree in divinity. But then, when I heard the prayers 
and insights of poor and simple folks, supported by a rich, personal knowledge of the Lord himself, I cut my 
sermons in half and let the “saints,” as St. Paul liked to call the people, fi nish the job. Thank you, Holy Spirit! ●

May 17, 2026

Th e Ascension of the Lord (A)

Acts 1:1–11 / Ephesians 1:17–23 / Matthew 28:16–20

Refl ect
How can I better cooperate with the Holy Spirit?

LEARN ABOUT 
THE AUTHORS 
OF OUR PARISH 
COMMUNITY

[Jesus said,] “You will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you, and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
throughout Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.”

ACTS 1:8
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