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Dear Padre,
My former boyfriend died recently. He 
was very abusive and caused me a lot 
of pain. Should I pray for him even if I 
believe that no amount of prayer could 
help him?
Yes, you should pray for him and, despite your 
lingering hurt from the relationship, resist the urge 
to make a judgment about him. This decision is not 
only a healthy spiritual choice, but it will also help 
you heal the wounds that you still carry.  Praying 
for him does not mean that you are denying any 
of the hurt that he infl icted on you but rather 
that you are capable of maturity and choices 
that were seemingly beyond his ability. Praying for him really says more about you than it says about him. It 
is also an act of grace-inspired honesty and faithfulness. It is a statement that you believe wholeheartedly in 
the merciful and forgiving God who  is capable of healing the deepest hurts and is even capable of helping his 
faithful people  ultimately forgive those who have infl icted harm upon them. ●

Fr. Th omas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question 

and to learn more about Dear Padre.
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Monday
July 20
Weekday
Mi 6:1–4, 6–8
Mt 12:38–42

Tuesday
July 21
Weekday
Mi 7:14–15, 18–20
Mt 12:46–50

Wednesday
July 22
St. Mary Magdalene
Sg 3:1–4b or 
2 Cor 5:14–17
Jn 20:1–2, 11–18

Thursday
July 23
Weekday
Jer 2:1–3, 7–8, 
12–13
Mt 13:10–17

Friday
July 24
Weekday
Jer 3:14–17
Mt 13:18–23

Saturday
July 25
St. James, Apostle
2 Cor 4:7–15
Mt 20:20–28

Sunday
July 26
Seventeenth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time
1 Kgs 3:5, 7–12
Rom 8:28–30
Mt 13:44–52 
or 13:44–46

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
While unity attracts, division scatters .… 
Therefore, in order to 
be a truly missionary 
Church, one that is 
capable of witnessing 
to the attractive 
power of Christ’s love, 
we must fi rst of all 
put into practice his 
commandment, the only 
one he gave us after 
washing his disciples’ feet: “Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another.”

EXTRAORDINARY CONSISTORY, 

ROME, JANUARY 7, 2026

The quotations from Pope Leo XIV are printed with permission, 
copyright © Dicastero per la Comunicazione–Libreria Editrice Vaticana. All 
rights reserved.G
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Weeds in Wheat
MIGUEL DULICK

Jesus loved parables. “He spoke to them only in parables,  to fulfi ll what had been said through the prophet: 
‘I will open my mouth in parables, I will announce what has lain hidden from the foundation [of the world]’” 

(Matthew 13:34–35).
Indeed, parables spring from creation itself. Wheat and weeds grow, a natural process, 

just waiting for Jesus to read the kingdom of heaven hidden within. Jesus doesn’t force an 
interpretation on these elements; he, more than anyone, follows his own advice: “Whoever has 
ears ought to hear” (Matthew 13:43).

Matthew is the only gospel writer who records this parable. Maybe he liked it because it’s his 
own story. Among the beautiful wheat of the chosen people, he was an ugly weed, a tax collector 
for the Roman Empire. Once Jesus plucked him from obscurity to follow him, Matthew might have 
thought,  Why didn’t God just strike me dead for all the poison I spread among my own brethren?

Now, in the parable, the weeds never become wheat, and they indeed meet a terrible fate, but the point is to 
let the wheat and weeds grow together, lest we uproot the wheat when we pull up the weeds. Oftentimes, it’s 
diffi cult to tell the difference. Those who are “wheat” should not fi nd excuses to separate from those judged to 
be “weeds.” The risk is too great for the damage we may do. Let God do the separating in God’s own time. ●

Refl ect
Are you tempted to give up on someone? Or yourself?

July 19, 2026

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

Wisdom 12:13, 16–19 / Romans 8:26–27 / Matthew 13:24–43 or 13:24–30

LEARN ABOUT 
THE AUTHORS 
OF OUR PARISH 
COMMUNITY

[Jesus said to his disciples,] “If you 
pull up the weeds you might uproot 
the wheat along with them.”

MATTHEW 13:29



Financial Council Members

LITURGY SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION:
July 12,2026  St. Michael $6,839..00

Sacred Heart $872.00
2nd Collection – Peter’s Pence (for the Holy Father) $708.00

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Patsy & Danny Haynes, James Bell, Charlie Dabbs, Ginny Kimbrell, Carlton Coveny, Carla Sanderson, Kathleen 
Alparo, Baby Arabella, Ward Roberts, Melanie Beyer, Fairley Vega, Olivia Vega, Richard Gunter, Steve Marasco, 
Illuminata Wilhelmi, Nancy Ellis Hays, Cathy Stockbridge, Theresa Black, Mary Ann Tyrone, Donald Turlich, Vickey 
Stanford, John Baioni, Will Hutcherson, Mandi Tacker, Matthew Bain, Edna Alpuente, Joan McCarty, Jane Rice, 
Neil Sponer, Tracey Tyrone Cox, Grace Pulliam, Alaina Goldsby, Nancy Jackson, Janet Long, Jim Pugh, Jose Cantu, 
Balthasar Arellano, Joe Alvarez, Jay Guiltner, Scott Goldsmith, Ruben Saldivar, Joanna Kim, Mayson Hall, Walter 
Smith, Freddy Crabtree, Richard Batkey, Leroy England, Gloria Anderson, Cindy Dabbs, Juan Perez, Jr., Lillie Clark, 
Eric Densford, Joan White, Tina Imboden, Kay Loney, Johnny McMullin, Victims of War and Violence in our country 
and throughout the world, especially in the Ukraine. All persons serving in our Military, The Seminarians of the 
Diocese of Little Rock, and the Religious Men and Women of Arkansas.
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Patsy Fletcher (President)
Lisa Schafer (Vice President)
Margaret Henson (Secretary)
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Joanne Smith
Lauren Wray
Jo Zachary

ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCH
411 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301
Mass Times
• Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
• Sunday: 10:30 a.m.

SACRED HEART– Crawfordsville, AR
Mission Church
216 S. Main St., Crawfordsville, AR
• Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m.

Church Office
410 Pine St., West Memphis, AR
Phone: 870-733-1212
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 899, West Memphis, 
AR 72303
Email:westmemphiscatholic@gmail.com
Office Hours: 
Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Secretary: Gladys Hampton

Parish Religious Education (PRE)
Director: Libby Burroughs
PRE Classes: Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. (Grades K–12)

St. Michael’s Catholic School
Email: smcswm@sbcglobal.net
Website: stmichaelwm.com
Facebook: facebook.com/wmsmcs/
Principal: Michael Beauregard, Ed.D.
Grades: PreK3 & PreK4, K, 1st, 2nd, 4th
405 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301
Phone: 870-735-1730

Pastor: Fr. Gilbert Tairo, CSSp

 

Saturday July 18 4:00 pm  
5:00 pm 

Adoration  
Hilda Phillips 
Mike McCain  

Sunday July 19 8:30 am 
10:30 am 

Jo Zachary 
Horace McNeil  

Monday July 20 NO MASS 

Tuesday  July 21 6:00 pm    Catherine Crabtree  

Wednesday July 22 8:00 am   Maury Smith, ofm 

Thursday July 23 8:00 am   Mary Lou Hall 

Friday July 24 8:00 am   Danny Foster  

Saturday July 25 4:00 pm 
5:00 pm 

Adoration  
Etta Kelly 

Sunday July 26 8:30 am 
10:30 am 

Lynn Zachary 
Judy Shearer 
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PARISH ORGANIZATIONS & FELLOWSHIP

INFANT OF PRAGUE GUILD: Meetings are held quarterly in the school     
cafeteria. Please watch here for announcements
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: First Sunday of each month · 7:00 p.m.
Finance Council - Thursday, Aug. 20th · 5:00 p.m.
Pastoral Council- Thursday, Aug. 20th · 6:15 p.m.

                                          ✧ PARISH FELLOWSHIP ✧

SACRED HEART BRUNCH - First Sunday — Aug. 2nd  Following Mass
ST. MICHAEL’S BRUNCH- Second Sunday — Aug. 9th  Following Mass – Knights

Week of July 25, 2026 July 26, 2026

Lector Suzy McAuley Becky Rushing
Linens Mary Mc Dougal
Communion Joanne Smith Katie Reese

Suzy McAuley Melissa Morphis
Dorothy Foster Jessica Galtelli

Offertory Sandy G. Williford Aureli Family
Joanne Smith

Greeters Ginger Creel Volunteer Needed
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Dear Padre,
My former boyfriend died recently. He 
was very abusive and caused me a lot 
of pain. Should I pray for him even if I 
believe that no amount of prayer could 
help him?
Yes, you should pray for him and, despite your 
lingering hurt from the relationship, resist the urge 
to make a judgment about him. This decision is not 
only a healthy spiritual choice, but it will also help 
you heal the wounds that you still carry.  Praying 
for him does not mean that you are denying any 
of the hurt that he infl icted on you but rather 
that you are capable of maturity and choices 
that were seemingly beyond his ability. Praying for him really says more about you than it says about him. It 
is also an act of grace-inspired honesty and faithfulness. It is a statement that you believe wholeheartedly in 
the merciful and forgiving God who  is capable of healing the deepest hurts and is even capable of helping his 
faithful people  ultimately forgive those who have infl icted harm upon them. ●

Fr. Th omas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question 

and to learn more about Dear Padre.
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A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
While unity attracts, division scatters .… 
Therefore, in order to 
be a truly missionary 
Church, one that is 
capable of witnessing 
to the attractive 
power of Christ’s love, 
we must fi rst of all 
put into practice his 
commandment, the only 
one he gave us after 
washing his disciples’ feet: “Just as I have 
loved you, you also should love one another.”

EXTRAORDINARY CONSISTORY, 

ROME, JANUARY 7, 2026

The quotations from Pope Leo XIV are printed with permission, 
copyright © Dicastero per la Comunicazione–Libreria Editrice Vaticana. All 
rights reserved.G
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Weeds in Wheat
MIGUEL DULICK

Jesus loved parables. “He spoke to them only in parables,  to fulfi ll what had been said through the prophet: 
‘I will open my mouth in parables, I will announce what has lain hidden from the foundation [of the world]’” 

(Matthew 13:34–35).
Indeed, parables spring from creation itself. Wheat and weeds grow, a natural process, 

just waiting for Jesus to read the kingdom of heaven hidden within. Jesus doesn’t force an 
interpretation on these elements; he, more than anyone, follows his own advice: “Whoever has 
ears ought to hear” (Matthew 13:43).

Matthew is the only gospel writer who records this parable. Maybe he liked it because it’s his 
own story. Among the beautiful wheat of the chosen people, he was an ugly weed, a tax collector 
for the Roman Empire. Once Jesus plucked him from obscurity to follow him, Matthew might have 
thought,  Why didn’t God just strike me dead for all the poison I spread among my own brethren?

Now, in the parable, the weeds never become wheat, and they indeed meet a terrible fate, but the point is to 
let the wheat and weeds grow together, lest we uproot the wheat when we pull up the weeds. Oftentimes, it’s 
diffi cult to tell the difference. Those who are “wheat” should not fi nd excuses to separate from those judged to 
be “weeds.” The risk is too great for the damage we may do. Let God do the separating in God’s own time. ●

Refl ect
Are you tempted to give up on someone? Or yourself?

July 19, 2026

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

Wisdom 12:13, 16–19 / Romans 8:26–27 / Matthew 13:24–43 or 13:24–30

LEARN ABOUT 
THE AUTHORS 
OF OUR PARISH 
COMMUNITY

[Jesus said to his disciples,] “If you 
pull up the weeds you might uproot 
the wheat along with them.”

MATTHEW 13:29
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