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Dear Padre,
In the Creed, we say we believe in the 
resurrection of the body. So, why is it all 
right to be cremated?
The Catechism of the Catholic Church clearly states 
what many fi nd confusing: “It is very commonly 
accepted that the life of the human person continues 
in a spiritual fashion after death. But how can we 
believe that this body, so clearly mortal, could rise to 
everlasting life?” (CCC 996). The Catechism goes on to 
address several questions: “What is rising? Who will rise? How? When?” (CCC 997–1001). In essence, “Christ 
‘will change our lowly body to be like his glorious body,’ into a ‘spiritual body’” (CCC 999). The disposition 
or condition of the physical body at death will not affect the spiritual body that is raised. Cremation, 
decomposition, mutilation or dismemberment by violence, or the donation of one’s body to science—deemed 
“a noble and meritorious act…to be encouraged as an expression of generous solidarity” (CCC 2296)—does 
not prevent the resurrection of our glorifi ed body. It is only when the act of cremation  appears to be a public 
denial of faith in the resurrection or the sacredness of the body that the practice is forbidden. ●

Th e Redemptorists / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question 

and to learn more about Dear Padre.
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Monday
October 12
Weekday
Gal 4:22–24, 26–27, 
31—5:1
Lk 11:29–32 

Tuesday
October 13
Weekday
Gal 5:1–6
Lk 11:37–41 

Wednesday
October 14
Weekday
Gal 5:18–25
Lk 11:42–46

Thursday
October 15
St. Teresa of Jesus, 
Virgin and Doctor 
of the Church
Eph 1:1–10
Lk 11:47–54

Friday
October 16
Weekday
Eph 1:11–14
Lk 12:1–7

Saturday
October 17
St. Ignatius of 
Antioch, Bishop 
and Martyr
Eph 1:15–23
Lk 12:8–12

Sunday
October 18
Twenty-ninth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time
Is 45:1, 4–6
1 Thes 1:1–5b
Mt 22:15–21
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A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
In the face of…the tragic situations of injustice, 
violence, and suffering that mark our time, it is 
essential that our faith be alert, attentive, and 
prophetic. It should likewise open our eyes to the 
darkness of the world and bring to others the light 
of the gospel through our commitment to peace, 
justice, and solidarity.

ANGELUS, ROME, MARCH 15, 2026

The quotations from Pope Leo XIV are printed with permission, copyright © 
Dicastero per la Comunicazione–Libreria Editrice Vaticana. All rights reserved.

Who Are You 

Wearing?
MIGUEL DULICK

T he closer Jesus gets to his death, the more 
targeted are his parables, specifi cally to the 

“chief priests and elders.” He has no patience with 
their hypocrisy.

The wedding feast has a long history in the 
prophets and the psalms, always a glorious 
celebration of love and delight—God marrying the 
chosen people. But in today’s gospel, Jesus speaks 
of the feast as a massacre. When the guests refuse 
to attend his son’s wedding, and they even kill the 
messengers sent to invite them, the enraged king 
amasses his troops to destroy “those murderers” 
and burn their city to the ground. So, the chosen 
people are  un-chosen. Then, the king tries again, 
this time sending the servants to “whomever [they] 
fi nd.” And then comes a beautiful moment: the 
servants invite the “bad (literally, “evil”) and good 

alike,” and they fi ll up the hall! This 
echoes Jesus’ own promise of the 
cross: “When I am lifted up from 
the earth, I will draw everyone to 
myself” (John 12:32).

There is one more twist to the 
story that keeps Jesus in his own 

uncompromising space. When the king spots a 
guest without a “wedding garment,” he binds 
him hand and foot and throws him out into the 
darkness. Pretty scary—but do stay with Jesus. 
Accept the invitation to the banquet. And let Jesus 
dress you in his own garment of grace.●

October 11, 2026

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

Isaiah 25:6–10a / Philippians 4:12–14, 19–20 / Matthew 22:1–14 or 22:1–10

Refl ect
Do I show up to the banquet (the Eucharist) prepared to listen, pray, and be fed?

LEARN ABOUT 
THE AUTHORS 
OF OUR PARISH 
COMMUNITY

On this mountain the Lord of hosts 
will provide for all  peoples a feast 
of rich food and choice wines.

ISAIAH 25:6
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Financial Council Members

LITURGY SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION: October 4,2026 
    St. Michael’s .5,313.00

     St Michael's online $966.00
    Sacred Heart $767.00

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Holly Adams, Michael Paul, Mark Franceschini, Conrad Wilhelmi, Sarah Pizzolatto, Bobby Hollingsworth, Carli Albrecht, Bangie 
Camper, JoAnn Vega, Patsy & Danny Haynes, James Bell, Charlie Dabbs, Ginny Kimbrell, Carlton Coveny, Carla Sanderson, Kathleen 
Alparo, Baby Arabella, Ward Roberts, Melanie Beyer, Fairley Vega, Olivia Vega, Richard Gunter, Steve Marasco, Illuminata Wilhelmi, 
Nancy Ellis Hays, Cathy Stockbridge, Theresa Black, Mar, Donald Turlich, Vickey Stanford, John Baioni, Will Hutcherson, Mandi 
Tacker, Matthew Bain, Edna Alpuente, Joan McCarty, Jane Rice, Neil Sponer, Tracey Tyrone Cox, Grace Pulliam, Alaina Goldsby, 
Janet Long, Jim Pugh, Jose Cantu, Balthasar Arellano, Joe Alvarez, Jay Guiltner, Scott Goldsmith, Ruben Saldivar, Joanna Kim, 
Mayson Hall, Walter Smith, Freddy Crabtree, Richard Batkey, Leroy England, Gloria Anderson, Cindy Dabbs, Juan Perez, Jr., Lillie 
Clark, Eric Densford, Joan White, Tina Imboden, Kay Loney, Johnny McMullin, Victims of War and Violence in our country and 
throughout the world, especially in the Ukraine. All persons serving in our Military, The Seminarians of the Diocese of Little Rock, 
and the Religious Men and Women of Arkansas.

Shelley Pugh
Joanne Smith
Ken Thomas

Ginger Wilkinson
Phillip Wray

Donna McAlister
Kevin Meyers

Parish Council Members

Tony Bell
Mary Jane Flowers
Claude Hunt
Ricardo Ledezma

Patsy Fletcher (President)
Lisa Schafer (Vice President)
Margaret Henson (Secretary)
Beth Aureli

Tim Marconi
Joanne Smith
Lauren Wray
Jo Zachary

ST. MICHAEL’S CATHOLIC CHURCH
411 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301
Mass Times
• Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
• Sunday: 10:30 a.m.

SACRED HEART– Crawfordsville, AR
Mission Church
216 S. Main St., Crawfordsville, AR
• Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m.

Church Office
410 Pine St., West Memphis, AR
Phone: 870-733-1212
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 899, West Memphis, 
AR 72303
Email:westmemphiscatholic@gmail.com
Office Hours: 
Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Secretary: Gladys Hampton

Parish Religious Education (PRE)
Director: Libby Burroughs
PRE Classes: Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. (Grades K–12)

St. Michael’s Catholic School
Email: smcswm@sbcglobal.net
Website: stmichaelwm.com
Facebook: facebook.com/wmsmcs/
Principal: Michael Beauregard, Ed.D.
Grades: PreK3 & PreK4, K, 1st, 2nd, 4th
405 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301
Phone: 870-735-1730

Pastor: Fr. Gilbert Tairo, CSSp

Saturday October 10 4:00 pm 
5:00 pm

Adoration 

Bobby Cassidy

Sunday October 11 8:30 am
10:30 am

Juanita Alpe

Armando Carranza 

Monday October 12 NO MASS

Tuesday October 13 6:00 pm Danny Foster 

Wednesday October 14 8:00 am
5:30 pm

Junior Vega
   Joe Schafer

Thursday October 15 8:00 am Bill Slaughter

Friday October 16 8:00 am Michael Gabour 

Saturday October 17 4:00 pm
5:00 pm

Adoration 

Irmgard Paulk

Sunday October 18 8:30 am 
10:30 am

Juanita Alpe

Michael Gabour

mailto:westmemphiscatholic@gmail.com
mailto:smcswm@sbcglobal.net


 PARISH ORGANIZATIONS & FELLOWSHIP

INFANT OF PRAGUE GUILD: Meetings are held quarterly in the school     
cafeteria. Please watch here for announcements
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: First Sunday of each month · 7:00 p.m.
Finance Council - Thursday, Oct. 15th · 5:00 p.m.
Pastoral Council- Thursday, Oct. 22nd · 6:15 p.m.

                                          ✧ PARISH FELLOWSHIP ✧

SACRED HEART BRUNCH - First Sunday — Oct 4th Following Mass
ST. MICHAEL’S BRUNCH- Second Sunday — Oct 11th Following Mass – Guild

Week of October 17, 2026 October 18, 2026

Lector Grace Reece Chuck Brakensiek
Linens Mary McDougal
Communion Shelley Pugh Katie Reese

Margie McCain Melissa Morphis
Sandy G. Williford Jessica Galtelli

Offertory Joe Alvarez & 

Ricardo Ledezma

Cubidies Family
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Dear Padre,
In the Creed, we say we believe in the 
resurrection of the body. So, why is it all 
right to be cremated?
The Catechism of the Catholic Church clearly states 
what many fi nd confusing: “It is very commonly 
accepted that the life of the human person continues 
in a spiritual fashion after death. But how can we 
believe that this body, so clearly mortal, could rise to 
everlasting life?” (CCC 996). The Catechism goes on to 
address several questions: “What is rising? Who will rise? How? When?” (CCC 997–1001). In essence, “Christ 
‘will change our lowly body to be like his glorious body,’ into a ‘spiritual body’” (CCC 999). The disposition 
or condition of the physical body at death will not affect the spiritual body that is raised. Cremation, 
decomposition, mutilation or dismemberment by violence, or the donation of one’s body to science—deemed 
“a noble and meritorious act…to be encouraged as an expression of generous solidarity” (CCC 2296)—does 
not prevent the resurrection of our glorifi ed body. It is only when the act of cremation  appears to be a public 
denial of faith in the resurrection or the sacredness of the body that the practice is forbidden. ●
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Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question 

and to learn more about Dear Padre.
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A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
In the face of…the tragic situations of injustice, 
violence, and suffering that mark our time, it is 
essential that our faith be alert, attentive, and 
prophetic. It should likewise open our eyes to the 
darkness of the world and bring to others the light 
of the gospel through our commitment to peace, 
justice, and solidarity.

ANGELUS, ROME, MARCH 15, 2026

The quotations from Pope Leo XIV are printed with permission, copyright © 
Dicastero per la Comunicazione–Libreria Editrice Vaticana. All rights reserved.

Who Are You 

Wearing?
MIGUEL DULICK

T he closer Jesus gets to his death, the more 
targeted are his parables, specifi cally to the 

“chief priests and elders.” He has no patience with 
their hypocrisy.

The wedding feast has a long history in the 
prophets and the psalms, always a glorious 
celebration of love and delight—God marrying the 
chosen people. But in today’s gospel, Jesus speaks 
of the feast as a massacre. When the guests refuse 
to attend his son’s wedding, and they even kill the 
messengers sent to invite them, the enraged king 
amasses his troops to destroy “those murderers” 
and burn their city to the ground. So, the chosen 
people are  un-chosen. Then, the king tries again, 
this time sending the servants to “whomever [they] 
fi nd.” And then comes a beautiful moment: the 
servants invite the “bad (literally, “evil”) and good 

alike,” and they fi ll up the hall! This 
echoes Jesus’ own promise of the 
cross: “When I am lifted up from 
the earth, I will draw everyone to 
myself” (John 12:32).

There is one more twist to the 
story that keeps Jesus in his own 

uncompromising space. When the king spots a 
guest without a “wedding garment,” he binds 
him hand and foot and throws him out into the 
darkness. Pretty scary—but do stay with Jesus. 
Accept the invitation to the banquet. And let Jesus 
dress you in his own garment of grace.●

October 11, 2026

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

Isaiah 25:6–10a / Philippians 4:12–14, 19–20 / Matthew 22:1–14 or 22:1–10

Refl ect
Do I show up to the banquet (the Eucharist) prepared to listen, pray, and be fed?

LEARN ABOUT 
THE AUTHORS 
OF OUR PARISH 
COMMUNITY

On this mountain the Lord of hosts 
will provide for all  peoples a feast 
of rich food and choice wines.

ISAIAH 25:6
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