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Dear Padre,
I am in my third year of sobriety. Can I still 
become a eucharistic minister if I do not 
partake in Christ’s blood?
Yes. Your personal sobriety practice has nothing to 
do with your eligibility for service as a minister of the 
Eucharist. Some would even argue that your commitment 
to sobriety is a powerful witness of your commitment to 
living a responsible and mature Catholic life. Instead of an 
obstacle to ministry, it is a shining example and witness of 
the power of God’s grace at work in your life.

Practically, since ministers of the Cup are often required 
to consume any remaining Precious Blood after holy 
Communion is distributed, it might be a good personal practice to make sure there are enough ministers present 
to perform this necessary step in ablution. If everyone is informed in advance, it contributes to the shared sense 
of reverence and respect that is required of a eucharistic minister. ●

Fr. Th omas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question and to learn more about Dear Padre.
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Monday
August 10
St. Lawrence, Deacon 
and Martyr
2 Cor 9:6–10
Jn 12:24–26

Tuesday
August 11
St. Clare, Virgin
Ez 2:8—3:4
Mt 18:1–5, 10, 
12–14

Wednesday
August 12
Weekday
Ez 9:1–7; 10:18–22
Mt 18:15–20

Thursday
August 13
Weekday
Ez 12:1–12
Mt 18:21—19:1

Friday
August 14
St. Maximilian Kolbe, 
Priest and Martyr
Ez 16:1–15, 60, 63 
or 16:59–63
Mt 19:3–12

Saturday
August 15
The Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin 
Mary
Rv 11:19a; 12:1–6a, 
10ab
1 Cor 15:20–27
Lk 1:39–56

Sunday
August 16
Twentieth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time
Is 56:1, 6–7
Rom 11:13–15, 
29–32
Mt 15:21–28
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A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
We live immersed in a culture of speed, 
immediacy, and haste—a culture of “discard” 
and indifference that prevents us from pausing 
along the way and drawing near to acknowledge 
the needs and suffering that surround us. In the 
parable, when the Samaritan saw the wounded 
man, he did not “pass by.” Instead, he looked 
upon him with an open and attentive gaze—the 
very gaze of Jesus.

MESSAGE ON WORLD DAY OF THE SICK, 

ROME, FEBRUARY 11, 2026
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In the fi rst reading, Elijah is ready for anything—a whirlwind, an earthquake, a fi re—because “the Lord will pass
by” (1 Kings 19:11). But God comes tiptoeing, with a tiny whisper. Elijah, a giant of a prophet, covers his face like 

a child and wraps himself in the  word of the Lord. Ordinarily, at this point, a homily would move on to the gospel. 
But in the second reading, from Romans, we are brought up short. Paul, a giant himself, would love a reassuring 
whisper from God. He is in utter agony, for the doubtful salvation of “my own brothers,” the Jews. Such is his 
distress that he wishes he could offer himself in exchange, even to the extent of being “accursed and separated 
from Christ” (literally, “anathema”) for “my kin.” (See Romans 9:3.) His anguish is heartbreaking, 
especially since it  seems to be a prayer he has repeated  over and over. Paul was no doubt thinking 
of Moses, who dramatically offered his own life to save the Israelites from God’s judgment after 
the golden calf: “[Lord,] if you would only forgive their sin! But if you will not, then blot me out of 
the book that you have written” (Exodus 32:32). Paul’s faith told him that Christ had opened the 
door of salvation to everyone, and even rejection by the chosen people could not close it. In fact, it 
confi rmed its universal promise. A  paradox perhaps, much like when Jesus walked on water, as we 
hear about in today’s gospel. ●

August 9, 2026

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

1 Kings 19:9a, 11–13a / Romans 9:1–5 / Matthew 14:22–33

Refl ect
Is there a situation that is causing you anguish? Do you believe God hears you?

At once [Jesus] spoke to [his disciples], 
“Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.”

MATTHEW 14:27
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LITURGY SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION:
August 2,,2026  St. Michael $2,678.00

Sacred Heart $792.00
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in our country and throughout the world, especially in the Ukraine. All persons serving in our Military, The 
Seminarians of the Diocese of Little Rock, and the Religious Men and Women of Arkansas.
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Patsy Fletcher (President)
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Joanne Smith
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ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCH
411 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301
Mass Times
• Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
• Sunday: 10:30 a.m.

SACRED HEART– Crawfordsville, AR
Mission Church
216 S. Main St., Crawfordsville, AR
• Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m.

Church Office
410 Pine St., West Memphis, AR
Phone: 870-733-1212
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 899, West Memphis, 
AR 72303
Email:westmemphiscatholic@gmail.com
Office Hours: 
Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Secretary: Gladys Hampton

Parish Religious Education (PRE)
Director: Libby Burroughs
PRE Classes: Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. (Grades K–12)

St. Michael’s Catholic School
Email: smcswm@sbcglobal.net
Website: stmichaelwm.com
Facebook: facebook.com/wmsmcs/
Principal: Michael Beauregard, Ed.D.
Grades: PreK3 & PreK4, K, 1st, 2nd, 4th
405 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301
Phone: 870-735-1730

Pastor: Fr. Gilbert Tairo, CSSp

Saturday August 8 4:00 pm 
5:00 pm

Adoration 

Frances McGinnis

Sunday August 9 8:30 am
10:30 am

Irmgard Paulk

Bill Slaughter 

Monday August 10 NO MASS

Tuesday August 11 6:00 pm Lynn Slaughter 
  William Billings

Wednesday August 12 8:00 am Robert Fulton

Thursday August 13 8:00 am Gene McGinnis

Friday August 14 8:00 am Michael Gabour 

Saturday August 15 4:00 pm
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Adoration 

Etta Kelly

Sunday August 16 8:30 am 
10:30 am

Frank J. Alpe

Cathryn Simpson
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PARISH ORGANIZATIONS & FELLOWSHIP

INFANT OF PRAGUE GUILD: Meetings are held quarterly in the school     
cafeteria. Please watch here for announcements
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: First Sunday of each month · 7:00 p.m.
Finance Council - Thursday, Aug. 20th · 5:00 p.m.
Pastoral Council- Thursday, Aug. 20th · 6:15 p.m.

                                          ✧ PARISH FELLOWSHIP ✧

SACRED HEART BRUNCH - First Sunday — Sept. 6th  Following Mass
ST. MICHAEL’S BRUNCH- Second Sunday — Aug. 9th  Following Mass – Knights

Week of August 15, 2026 August 16, 2026

Lector Bonnie Waller Tony Bell
Linens Mary Ann Tyrone
Communion Ginger Creel Libby Burroughs

Ginger Wilkinson Sarah Horton
Liz Posey Tony Bell

Offertory Christina Bolden Galtelli Family
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Greeters Margie McCain Volunteer Needed
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In the fi rst reading, Elijah is ready for anything—a whirlwind, an earthquake, a fi re—because “the Lord will pass
by” (1 Kings 19:11). But God comes tiptoeing, with a tiny whisper. Elijah, a giant of a prophet, covers his face like 

a child and wraps himself in the  word of the Lord. Ordinarily, at this point, a homily would move on to the gospel. 
But in the second reading, from Romans, we are brought up short. Paul, a giant himself, would love a reassuring 
whisper from God. He is in utter agony, for the doubtful salvation of “my own brothers,” the Jews. Such is his 
distress that he wishes he could offer himself in exchange, even to the extent of being “accursed and separated 
from Christ” (literally, “anathema”) for “my kin.” (See Romans 9:3.) His anguish is heartbreaking, 
especially since it  seems to be a prayer he has repeated  over and over. Paul was no doubt thinking 
of Moses, who dramatically offered his own life to save the Israelites from God’s judgment after 
the golden calf: “[Lord,] if you would only forgive their sin! But if you will not, then blot me out of 
the book that you have written” (Exodus 32:32). Paul’s faith told him that Christ had opened the 
door of salvation to everyone, and even rejection by the chosen people could not close it. In fact, it 
confi rmed its universal promise. A  paradox perhaps, much like when Jesus walked on water, as we 
hear about in today’s gospel. ●
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