O“r Par iSh July 26, 2026

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

c o M M U " ' T v 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 / Romans 8:28-30 / Matthew 13:44-52 or 13:44-46

What Image of the Kingdom
Will You Serve Up?

ANN M. GARRIDO

esus’ favorite thing to talk about was a mystery he called the kingdom of God, referred to in the Gospel of

Matthew as the kingdom of heaven. He was not the first to speak of it. The prophets before him spoke often
of God’s dream for the world. They wanted all to know what it would look like when God reigns here on earth as
God already reigns in the heavens. But Jesus added to that teaching by offering vivid new images of what God’s
reign is like. Matthew 13 is filled with such snapshots. The kingdom of heaven will be like a mustard seed, a
pearl, a measure of leaven, a hidden treasure. It will be like a sower casting out seed, a wheat harvest, a net that
catches many fish.

At the end of this litany, however, Jesus offers an image of what he expects of those who have
received his teaching about the Kingdom. They are to be like “the head of a household who brings
from his storeroom both the new and the old” (Matthew 13:52). It sounds as if Jesus’ disciples are

to act like hosts of a banquet, setting the table with stories from across time to feed their guests
with whatever words and images would best help them grasp the mystery of this kingdom. They ~ LEARN ABOUT
are to continue Jesus’ work of developing new ways to illumine a mystery that is in the end too OF OUR PARISH

COMMUNITY
great for words. @

Reflect
What image of God’s kingdom would you offer people of the twenty-first century?
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Week of August 1, 2026 August 2, 2026
Lector Margie McCain Carlyle Telesford
Linens Diana Thompson
Communion James Alpuente Tony Bell
Bonnie Waller Andy Horton
Lisa Schafer Laura Saldivar
Offertory Christina Bolden Jacob Wray Family
Clara & Elizabeth Bolden
Greeters Alissa & Alivia Hampton | Volunteer Needed

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS & FELLOWSHIP

INFANT OF PRAGUE GUILD: Meetings are held quarterly in the school
cafeteria. Please watch here for announcements

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: First Sunday of each month - 7:00 p.m.
Finance Council - Thursday, Aug. 20t - 5:00 p.m.

Pastoral Council- Thursday, Aug. 20t - 6:15 p.m.

<> PARISH FELLOWSHIP <>

SACRED HEART BRUNCH - First Sunday — Aug. 2" Following Mass
ST. MICHAEL'S BRUNCH- Second Sunday — Aug. 9t Following Mass — Knights




LITURGY SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Saturday July 25 4:00 pm Adoration
5:00 pm Etta Kely¥
Sunday July 26 8:30 am Lynn Zachary
10:30 am Judy Shearert
Monday July 27 NO MASS
Tuesday July 28 6:00 pm Danny Fostert
Wednesday July 29 8:00 am Miguel Penat
Thursday July 30 8:00 am Virginia Marcellini (B’Day)
Friday July 31 8:00 am Ginger Wilkinson
Saturday August 1 9:00 am MSGR Bernard Malone¥
4:00 pm Adoration
AU Betty Kelly#
Sunday August 2 8:30 am Hilda Phillips
10:30 am Jack Crabtreet

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Patsy & Danny Haynes, James Bell, Charlie Dabbs, Ginny Kimbrell, Carlton Coveny, Carla Sanderson, Kathleen
Alparo, Baby Arabella, Ward Roberts, Melanie Beyer, Fairley Vega, Olivia Vega, Richard Gunter, Steve Marasco,
llluminata Wilhelmi, Nancy Ellis Hays, Cathy Stockbridge, Theresa Black, Mary Ann Tyrone, Donald Turlich, Vickey
Stanford, John Baioni, Will Hutcherson, Mandi Tacker, Matthew Bain, Edna Alpuente, Joan McCarty, Jane Rice,
Neil Sponer, Tracey Tyrone Cox, Grace Pulliam, Alaina Goldsby, Nancy Jackson, Janet Long, Jim Pugh, Jose
Cantu, Balthasar Arellano, Joe Alvarez, Jay Guiltner, Scott Goldsmith, Ruben Saldivar, Joanna Kim, Mayson Hall,
Walter Smith, Freddy Crabtree, Richard Batkey, Leroy England, Gloria Anderson, Cindy Dabbs, Juan Perez, Jr.,
Lillie Clark, Eric Densford, Joan White, Tina Imboden, Kay Loney, Johnny McMullin, Victims of War and Violence
in our country and throughout the world, especially in the Ukraine. All persons serving in our Military, The
Seminarians of the Diocese of Little Rock, and the Religious Men and Women of Arkansas.

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION:

July 12,2026 St. Michael $3,266.00
Sacred Heart $1,098.00
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Dear Padre,

I'm in the OCIA program. My wife and

| were married civilly. She goes to a
non-denominational church but is not
baptized. Someone said we would have
to get our marriage “convalidated.” Why?
And what does that mean?

Convalidation is a legal term, but it can also be
understood as good pastoral practice and even
more as a wise spiritual choice. Basically, from a

legal point of reference, your marriage took place
outside of the canonical structure of the Church.

It needs to be “regularized” and “documented” for you to move forward. Because your wife is not baptized, it
cannot be a sacramental marriage, which requires baptism, but it can be made valid and recorded in official
Church documentation. Such documentation is helpful, particularly if you have children and intend to raise them
as Catholic. Also, if your wife ever decides to become a baptized Catholic, your marriage would automatically
become a sacramental marriage when she is baptized. Nothing more is required of you. All in all, it is a good
decision and a positive step in your spiritual journey. ®

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
God speaks to us.... [T]he first attitude to
cultivate is listening, so that the divine Word
may penetrate our minds and our hearts;
at the same time, we are required to speak
with God, not to communicate to him what
he already knows, but to reveal ourselves to
ourselves. Hence the need for prayer, in which
we are called to live and to cultivate friendship
with the Lord.
GENERAL AUDIENCE,

ROME, JANUARY 14,

2026

The quotations from

Pope Leo XIV are

printed with permission,
copyright © Dicastero per la
Comunicazione-Libreria Editrice
Vaticana. All rights reserved.

ALiguori

A Redemptorist Ministry

Fr. Thomas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?

Go to DearPadre.org to send your question
and to learn more about Dear Padre.

Monday
July 27
Weekday
Jer 13:1-11
Mt 13:31-35

Tuesday
July 28
Weekday

Jer 14:17-22
Mt 13:36-43

Wednesday
July 29
Sts.Martha, Mary,
and Lazarus

Jer 15:10, 16-21
Jn 11:19-27 or
Lk 10:38-42

Thursday
July 30
Weekday
Jer 18:1-6
Mt 13:47-53

Friday

July 31

St. Ignatius of Loyola,
Priest

Jer 26:1-9

Mt 13:54-58

Saturday

August 1

St. Alphonsus Liguori,
Bishop and Doctor of
the Church

Jer 26:11-16, 24

Mt 14:1-12

Sunday

August 2

Eighteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Is 55:1-3

Rom 8:35, 37-39

Mt 14:13-21

Catholic. Pastoral. Trusted. © 2026 Liguori Publications. Imprimi Potest: Fr. Kevin Zubel, CSsR, Provincial, Denver Province, the Redemptorists. Liguori Publications, a nonprofit
corporation, is an apostolate of the Redemptorists. To learn more about the Redemptorists, visit Redemptorists.com. No part of this work may be used in any form without the prior
written permission of Liguori Publications. Scripture texts in this work are taken from The New American Bible, Revised Edition © 2010, 1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian
Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. All Rights Reserved. Printed in USA. Visit Liguori.org or call 800-325-9521.
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