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Monday
MARCH 2
Lenten Weekday
Dn 9:4b–10
Lk 6:36–38

Tuesday
MARCH 3
Lenten Weekday
Is 1:10, 16–20
Mt 23:1–12

Wednesday
MARCH 4
Lenten Weekday
Jer 18:18–20
Mt 20:17–28

Thursday
MARCH 5
Lenten Weekday
Jer 17:5–10
Lk 16:19–31

Friday
MARCH 6
Lenten Weekday
Gn 37:3–4, 12–
13a, 17b–28a
Mt 21:33–43, 
45–46

Saturday
MARCH 7
Lenten Weekday
Mi 7:14–15, 
18–20
Lk 15:1–3, 
11–32

Sunday
MARCH 8
Third Sunday 
of Lent
Ex 17:3–7
Rom 5:1–2, 5–8
Jn 4:5–42 or 
4:5–15, 19b–26, 
39a, 40–42

Dear Padre,
I’ve been to Latin Masses, and people do not 
socialize in church and seem more respectful than 
at a regular parish Mass, where people are leaving 
before Mass is fi nished, and there seems to be 
constant talking. Why is there such a contrast?
I’d like to caution you about two assumptions. The fi rst is about 
judging people who leave Mass early. We can’t know what is in 
a person’s heart. Some people work on Sundays or have other 
unavoidable commitments that require them to leave at a certain time. 

The second assumption is that socializing before and after a parish Mass is disrespectful. The celebratory 
and welcoming culture of a Christian community that has gathered together to celebrate the Eucharist gives 
glory and praise to God. It is not disrespectful of the Eucharist, but rather a powerful witness to the unity, the 
community, and the faith of the people of God who gather with their Lord and Savior.

There are Eucharistic gatherings that encourage silence, such as the Latin Mass you have experienced as well 
as Eucharistic Adoration and Forty Hours Devotion. We need both—silence as we worship together and joyful 
interaction with our brothers and sisters in Christ. Both give glory to God.

All that being said, to those who enjoy socializing or who must leave the Mass before the fi nal note of the 
fi nal hymn: do be considerate of those praying near you. They might be praying for you! ●

Fr. Th omas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question 

and to learn more about Dear Padre.
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A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
We must also cry out for peace in the world. Let us all say, 
“We want peace in the world!”

Let us pray for peace. Let us pray for peace and be witnesses 
of the peace and reconciliation of Jesus Christ, the light that 
we are all seeking for today’s world. 
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Where Heaven and Earth Meet
ANN M. GARRIDO

H ave you ever noticed that mountains and clouds seem to “go together”? When I was a child, I thought it was 
because the mountains’ height pierced the sky. Turns out, it’s a bit more complicated. Mountains “create” 

their own clouds. When moving air comes across a mountain front, it forces the warm air to rise to cooler zones 
and water droplets in the air to condense. The phenomenon is so common that these clouds have their own 
name: lenticular. They are known for being bright—even colorful—with rays of light peeking out from behind. 

It’s no wonder why, throughout history, people have sought to ascend mountains as part of their spiritual 
journey. It was a way to get closer to the “heavens”—to those radiant clouds. Recall the prophet Elijah, who 
climbs Mount Sinai seeking a face-to-face encounter with God. Or Moses, who, with three of his closest friends, 
ascends Mount Sinai to meet God in a radiant cloud that hovers over the top of the peak.

So, it’s also no wonder why Jesus, with three of his closest friends, might also climb a mountain 
and meet Elijah and Moses there. No wonder why that mountain would be covered in a bright 
cloud that thunders with God’s voice, and why, in that moment, Scripture describes heaven and 
earth as mysteriously yet visibly mingling in the person of the transfi gured Jesus. 

The story of the transfi guration reminds us that just like mountains and clouds were meant for 
one another, heaven and earth were meant for one another. Jesus stands at the point where the 
two meet. ●

March 1, 2026

Second Sunday of Lent (A)

Genesis 12:1–4a / 2 Timothy 1:8b–10 / Matthew 17:1–9

LEARN ABOUT 
THE AUTHORS 
OF OUR PARISH 
COMMUNITY

Refl ect
What places or moments in my life have made me feel close to heaven?

[Jesus’] face shone like the 
sun, and his clothes became 
white as light.

MATTHEW 17:2



Financial Council Members

LITURGY SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION:
February 22,2026  St. Michael $4,626.00

Sacred Heart $1,005.00

REMEMBER IN PRAYER
Carla Sanderson, Kathleen Alparo, Baby Arabella, Ward Roberts, Melanie Beyer, Fairley Vega, Olivia Vega, 
Richard Gunter, Steve Marasco, Illuminata Wilhelmi, Nancy Ellis Hays, Cathy Stockbridge, Theresa Black, 
Mary Ann Tyrone, Donald Turlich, Vickey Stanford, John Baioni, Carol Burdison, Mary Margaret Riley, Will 
Hutcherson, Mandi Tacker, Matthew Bain, Edna Alpuente, Joan McCarty, Jane Rice, Neil Sponer, Peggy 
Mengarelli, Tracey Tyrone Cox, Grace Pulliam, Alaina Goldsby, Nancy Jackson, Janet Long, Danny Foster, 
Jim Pugh, Jose Cantu, Balthasar Arellano, Joe Alvarez, Jay Guiltner, Scott Goldsmith, Ruben Saldivar, 
Joanna Kim, Mayson Hall, Walter Smith, Freddy Crabtree, Richard Batkey, Leroy England, Gloria Anderson, 
Cindy Dabbs, Juan Perez, Jr., Lillie Clark, Eric Densford, Joan White, Tina Imboden, Kay Loney, Johnny 
McMullin, Victims of War and Violence in our country and throughout the world, especially in the Ukraine.  
All persons serving in our Military, The Seminarians of the Diocese of Little Rock, and the Religious Men 
and Women of Arkansas.

Shelley Pugh
Joanne Smith
Ken Thomas

Ginger Wilkinson
Phillip Wray

Donna McAlister
Kevin Meyers

Parish Council Members

Tony Bell
Mary Jane Flowers
Claude Hunt
Ricardo Ledezma

Patsy Fletcher (President)
Lisa Schafer (Vice President)
Margaret Henson (Secretary)
Beth Aureli

Tim Marconi
Joanne Smith
Lauren Wray
Jo Zachary

 

Saturday February  28 4:00 pm 
5:00 pm 

 Adoration 
 James Simpson 

Sunday March 1 8:30 am 
10:30 am 

 Ruben Saldivar 
 Curt Beyers 

Monday March 2 NO MASS 

Tuesday  March 3 6:00 pm    Jim & Mary Noll 

Wednesday March 4 8:00 am 
5:30pm 

   Ann Kynch 
   Ruben Saldivar 

Thursday March 5 8:00 am    Ruben Saldivar  

Friday March 6 8:00 am    Mike & Michael Burroughs  

Saturday March 7 9:00 am 
4:00 pm 
5:00 pm 

MSGR Bernard Malone 
Adoration 
Ernest Miller Sr 

Sunday March 8 8:30 am 
10:30 am 

 Bessie McNeil 
 Cardinal Pengo His Eminence  

 

ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCH
411 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301
Mass Times
• Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.
• Sunday: 10:30 a.m.

SACRED HEART– Crawfordsville, AR
Mission Church
216 S. Main St., Crawfordsville, AR
• Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m.

Church Office
410 Pine St., West Memphis, AR
Phone: 870-733-1212
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 899, West Memphis, 
AR 72303
Email:westmemphiscatholic@gmail.com
Office Hours: 
Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Secretary: Gladys Hampton

Parish Religious Education (PRE)
Director: Libby Burroughs
PRE Classes: Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. (Grades K–12)

St. Michael’s Catholic School
Email: smcswm@sbcglobal.net
Website: stmichaelwm.com
Facebook: facebook.com/wmsmcs/
Principal: Michael Beauregard, Ed.D.
Grades: PreK3 & PreK4, K, 1st, 2nd, 4th
405 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301
Phone: 870-735-1730

Pastor: Fr. Gilbert Tairo, CSSp

mailto:westmemphiscatholic@gmail.com
mailto:smcswm@sbcglobal.net
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Parish Organizations
 Infant of Prague Guild: meetings are held quarterly

 in the school cafeteria.  Watch here for announcements.
 Knights of Columbus business meeting 1st Sundays at 7:00 P.M.
 Parish Finance Council meeting Thursday, March 19h at 5:00 pm.
 Parish Pastoral Council meeting Thursday, March 19th at 6:15 pm.
 1st Sunday Sacred Heart Brunch March 1st, after Mass
 2nd Sunday St. Michael Brunch March 8th,  after Mass - PC

Week of    March 7, 2026 March 8, 2026

Lector Margie McCain Tony Bell

Linens Dorothy Foster

Communion Fairly Vega Libby Burroughs

Jo Ann Vega Clay Aureli

Elizabeth Reese Sarah Horton

Offertory Liz & Lesley Posey Jacob Wray Family

Ginger Creel

Greeters Michelle Pirani Aureli Family
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54



The Catholic Diocese of Little Rock is committed to 
protecting children and young  people. If you are aware 
of abuse or have been abused by Clerics, Church 
volunteers,  or Church workers, please contact the 
State of Arkansas Hotline for Crimes against  Children 
at 1-800-482-5964 and the Chancellor for
Canonical Affairs, Dcn. Matthew A.Glover, 
(501) 664-0340 ext. 361. For pastoral 
assistance please contact the Victim 
Assistance  Coordinator for the Diocese of 
Little Rock: Laura Gottsponer at (501) 664-
0340, ext. 425.  Diocese of Little Rock, 2500 N. 
Tyler Street, Little Rock, AR 72207.

La Diócesis Católica de Little Rock está comprometida a 
proteger a los niños y jóvenes. Si  usted está enterado de 
algún abuso o ha sido abusado por Clérigos, voluntarios 
o funcionarios de la Iglesia, por favor comuníquese a la 
Línea de Ayuda del Estado de Arkansas para Crímenes 
contra Niños al (800) 482-5964 y con el Canciller
para Asuntos   Canónicos, Diác. Matthew A. 
Glover (501) 664-0340, ext. 361. Para asistencia 
pastoral, por favor comuníquese con la 
Coordinadora de Asistencia para Víctimas de la 
Diócesis de Little Rock Laura Gottsponer (501) 
664-0340, ext. 425. Diócesis de Little Rock, 2500 
N. Tyler Street, Little Rock, AR 72207.
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664-0340, ext. 425. Diócesis de Little Rock, 2500 
N. Tyler Street, Little Rock, AR 72207.
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Parish Organizations
 Infant of Prague Guild: meetings are held quarterly

 in the school cafeteria.  Watch here for announcements.
 Knights of Columbus business meeting 1st Sundays at 7:00 P.M.
 Parish Finance Council meeting Thursday, March 19h at 5:00 pm.
 Parish Pastoral Council meeting Thursday, March 19th at 6:15 pm.
 1st Sunday Sacred Heart Brunch March 1st, after Mass
 2nd Sunday St. Michael Brunch March 8th,  after Mass - PC
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February 22,2026  St. Michael $4,626.00
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Mary Ann Tyrone, Donald Turlich, Vickey Stanford, John Baioni, Carol Burdison, Mary Margaret Riley, Will 
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Dear Padre,
I’ve been to Latin Masses, and people do not 
socialize in church and seem more respectful than 
at a regular parish Mass, where people are leaving 
before Mass is fi nished, and there seems to be 
constant talking. Why is there such a contrast?
I’d like to caution you about two assumptions. The fi rst is about 
judging people who leave Mass early. We can’t know what is in 
a person’s heart. Some people work on Sundays or have other 
unavoidable commitments that require them to leave at a certain time. 

The second assumption is that socializing before and after a parish Mass is disrespectful. The celebratory 
and welcoming culture of a Christian community that has gathered together to celebrate the Eucharist gives 
glory and praise to God. It is not disrespectful of the Eucharist, but rather a powerful witness to the unity, the 
community, and the faith of the people of God who gather with their Lord and Savior.

There are Eucharistic gatherings that encourage silence, such as the Latin Mass you have experienced as well 
as Eucharistic Adoration and Forty Hours Devotion. We need both—silence as we worship together and joyful 
interaction with our brothers and sisters in Christ. Both give glory to God.

All that being said, to those who enjoy socializing or who must leave the Mass before the fi nal note of the 
fi nal hymn: do be considerate of those praying near you. They might be praying for you! ●

Fr. Th omas M. Santa, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Do you have a question for the Padre?
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question 

and to learn more about Dear Padre.
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A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV
We must also cry out for peace in the world. Let us all say, 
“We want peace in the world!”

Let us pray for peace. Let us pray for peace and be witnesses 
of the peace and reconciliation of Jesus Christ, the light that 
we are all seeking for today’s world. 
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Where Heaven and Earth Meet
ANN M. GARRIDO

H ave you ever noticed that mountains and clouds seem to “go together”? When I was a child, I thought it was 
because the mountains’ height pierced the sky. Turns out, it’s a bit more complicated. Mountains “create” 

their own clouds. When moving air comes across a mountain front, it forces the warm air to rise to cooler zones 
and water droplets in the air to condense. The phenomenon is so common that these clouds have their own 
name: lenticular. They are known for being bright—even colorful—with rays of light peeking out from behind. 

It’s no wonder why, throughout history, people have sought to ascend mountains as part of their spiritual 
journey. It was a way to get closer to the “heavens”—to those radiant clouds. Recall the prophet Elijah, who 
climbs Mount Sinai seeking a face-to-face encounter with God. Or Moses, who, with three of his closest friends, 
ascends Mount Sinai to meet God in a radiant cloud that hovers over the top of the peak.

So, it’s also no wonder why Jesus, with three of his closest friends, might also climb a mountain 
and meet Elijah and Moses there. No wonder why that mountain would be covered in a bright 
cloud that thunders with God’s voice, and why, in that moment, Scripture describes heaven and 
earth as mysteriously yet visibly mingling in the person of the transfi gured Jesus. 

The story of the transfi guration reminds us that just like mountains and clouds were meant for 
one another, heaven and earth were meant for one another. Jesus stands at the point where the 
two meet. ●

March 1, 2026

Second Sunday of Lent (A)

Genesis 12:1–4a / 2 Timothy 1:8b–10 / Matthew 17:1–9
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Refl ect
What places or moments in my life have made me feel close to heaven?

[Jesus’] face shone like the 
sun, and his clothes became 
white as light.

MATTHEW 17:2
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