O“r Pa.r is h March 8, 2026

Third Sunday of Lent (A)

c o M M u N l T v Exodus 17:3-7 / Romans 5:1-2, 5-8 / John 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42
Are You Listening?

FR. THOMAS M. SANTA, CSSR

4 g f today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.” (See Psalm 95.) Our psalm prayer invites us to respond to

the Word of God. A positive response should be assumed as ordinary: very few among us would deliberately
ignore God’s voice. The challenge is not in responding “yes” to the invitation of the Lord but rather in “hearing”
his voice.

There are so many voices that daily compete for attention. We seem to be bombarded every waking moment
with some kind of noise that demands attention and action. At one time, Neil Diamond might have been able to
celebrate the “Beautiful Noise” of the city, but it is far more difficult for us today. Frankly, the noise around us
is deafening, and most people long for true silence, a break in the pattern, a vacation from the

frantic anxiety that seems to be present.
A wonderful Lenten practice—indeed, a spiritual practice that goes well beyond Lent—is to
freely choose to disconnect from distraction. Resist the temptation to plug in the earbuds. Refrain

from the distraction of social media content. Leave your cell phone in the living room, go sit in CEARN ABOUT
the backyard, and pay attention to nothing. “Be still and know that | am God” (Psalm 46:11), the THE AUTHORS

OF OUR PARISH
psalmist reminds us. Listen for God’s voice, hear his call, and respond to the invitation. @ COMMUNITY

Reflect

Do I need more silence?
Do I find silence difficult?
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ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCH SACRED HEART- Crawfordsville, AR
411 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301 Mission Church

Mass Times 216 S. Main St., Crawfordsville, AR
e Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. e Sunday Mass: 8:30 a.m.
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Church Office Pastor: Fr. Gilbert Tairo, CSSp

410 Pine St., West Memphis, AR
Phone: 870-733-1212

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 899, West Memphis,
AR 72303
Email:westmemphiscatholic@gmail.com
Office Hours:

Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Secretary: Gladys Hampton

St. Michael’s Catholic School

Email: smcswm@sbcglobal.net

Website: stmichaelwm.com
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Principal: Michael Beauregard, Ed.D.
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405 N. Missouri St., West Memphis, AR 72301
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		Saturday

		March 

		7

		9:00 am

4:00 pm

5:00 pm

		 MSGR Bernard Malone

 Adoration

 Ernest Miller Sr



		Sunday

		March

		8

		8:30 am

10:30 am

		Bessie McNeil

  Cardinal Pengo His Eminence 	



		Monday

		March

		9

		NO MASS



		Tuesday 

		March

		10

		6:00 pm

		  Evan Wray



		Wednesday

		March

		11

		8:00 am

5:30pm

		  Agnes Beauregard

  Ray Knapp



		Thursday

		March

		12

		8:00 am

		  Fr. Peter Sabinus Assenga



		Friday

		March

		13

		8:00 am

		  Betty Fletcher 



		Saturday

		March

		14

		4:00 pm

5:00 pm

		Adoration

Hilda Phillps



		Sunday

		March

		15

		8:30 am

10:30 am

		Jean Etoch 

Tommy Goldsby 




















The Catholic Diocese of Little Rock is committed to
protecting children and young people. If you are aware
of abuse or have been abused by Clerics, Church
volunteers, or Church workers, please contact the
State of Arkansas Hotline for Crimes against Children

at 1-800-482-5964 and the Chancellor for
Canonical Affairs, Dcn. Matthew A.Glover,

(501) 664-0340 ext. 361. For pastoral
assistance please contact the Victim
Assistance Coordinator for the Diocese of
Little Rock: Laura Gottsponer at (501) 664-
0340, ext. 425. Diocese of Little Rock, 2500 N.
Tyler Street, Little Rock, AR 72207.

La Didcesis Catdlica de Little Rock esta comprometida a
proteger a los nifos y jovenes. Si usted estd enterado de
algun abuso o ha sido abusado por Clérigos, voluntarios
o funcionarios de la Iglesia, por favor comuniquese a la
Linea de Ayuda del Estado de Arkansas para Crimenes
contra Nifos al (800) 482-5964 y con el Canciller

para Asuntos Candnicos, Didac. Matthew A.

Glover (501) 664-0340, ext. 361. Para asistencia
pastoral, por favor comuniquese con la

Coordinadora de Asistencia para Victimas de la
Didcesis de Little Rock Laura Gottsponer (501)
664-0340, ext. 425. Didcesis de Little Rock, 2500

N. Tyler Street, Little Rock, AR 72207.
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Week of

March 14, 2026

March 15, 2026

Lector

Bonnie Waller

Melanie Beyer

Linens

Mary Lou Hall

Communion

Lisa Schafer

Andy Horton

James Alpuente

Laura Saldivar

Bonnie Waller

Tony Bell

Offertory Sandy G. Williford Fletcher Family
Joanne Smith
Greeters Linda Gay Anna & Christina Lugay

Parish Organizations

@

** Infant of Prague Guild: meetings are held quarterly

in the school cafeteria. Watch here for announcements.

X/ ) ) ) X/
0’0 0’0 0’0 0’0 0’0

Knights of Columbus business meeting 1%t Sundays at 7:00 P.M.
Parish Finance Council meeting Thursday, March 19h at 5:00 pm.
Parish Pastoral Council meeting Thursday, March 19th at 6:15 pm.
15t Sunday Sacred Heart Brunch April 5th, after Mass

2" Sunday St. Michael Brunch March 8th, after Mass - PC




LITURGY SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Saturday March 7 9:00 am MSGR Bernard Malonet
4:00 pm Adoration

5:00 pm Ernest Miller Sr¥
Sunday March 8 8:30am Bessie McNeil
10:30am | cardinal Pengo His Eminence %
Monday March 9 NO MASS
Tuesday March 10 6:00 pm Evan Wrayt
Wednesday March 11 8:00 am Agnes Beauregard¥
5:30pm Ray Knappt
Thursday March 12 8:00 am Fr. Peter Sabinus Assenga®
Friday March 13 8:00 am Betty Fletchert
Saturday March 14 4:00 pm Adoration

5:00 pm | Hilda Phillps

Sunday March 15 8:30am Jean Etoch ¥
10:30am | Tommy Goldsby #

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Carla Sanderson, Kathleen Alparo, Baby Arabella, Ward Roberts, Melanie Beyer, Fairley Vega, Olivia Vega, Richard
Gunter, Steve Marasco, llluminata Wilhelmi, Nancy Ellis Hays, Cathy Stockbridge, Theresa Black, Mary Ann Tyrone,
Donald Turlich, Vickey Stanford, John Baioni, Carol Burdison, Mary Margaret Riley, Will Hutcherson, Mandi Tacker,
Matthew Bain, Edna Alpuente, Joan McCarty, Jane Rice, Neil Sponer, Peggy Mengarelli, Tracey Tyrone Cox, Grace
Pulliam, Alaina Goldsby, Nancy Jackson, Janet Long, Danny Foster, Jim Pugh, Jose Cantu, Balthasar Arellano, Joe
Alvarez, Jay Guiltner, Scott Goldsmith, Ruben Saldivar, Joanna Kim, Mayson Hall, Walter Smith, Freddy Crabtree,
Richard Batkey, Leroy England, Gloria Anderson, Cindy Dabbs, Juan Perez, Jr., Lillie Clark, Eric Densford, Joan
White, Tina Imboden, Kay Loney, Johnny McMullin, Victims of War and Violence in our country and throughout the
world, especially in the Ukraine. All persons serving in our Military, The Seminarians of the Diocese of Little Rock,
and the Religious Men and Women of Arkansas.

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION:

March 1,2026 St. Michael $3,098.00
Sacred Heart $1,222.00
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Dear Padre,

When | was young, my parish covered all the statues
during part of Lent. What did it mean exactly? Do any
churches still do this?

In 2001, the US Conference of Catholic Bishops approved the
practice of veiling statues and crosses during the last two weeks
of the season of Lent, beginning on the fifth Sunday of Lent. This
practice is optional, at the discretion of the local pastor. According
to the Roman Missal, “Crosses remain covered until the end of the
celebration of the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday, but images remain
covered until the beginning of the Easter Vigil.”

Covering crosses and statues in violet cloth in the final weeks
of Lent indicates a shift in the Church’s focus from Jesus in the desert (gospel for the first Sunday of Lent) to
Christ during his Passion. Similar to other Lenten disciplines of penance and fasting that align us in solidarity
with Christ, the veiling custom is meant to deepen our appreciation for Christ’s ultimate sacrifice. It represents
our “fasting” from sacred depictions of the cross on which hung our salvation and from images of the saints,
who glorify Christ and in whom he is glorified. This concealment creates an absence to make our hearts grow
fonder for the Lord, who “bore our sins in his body upon the cross, so that, free from sin, we might live for
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed” (1 Peter 2:24). ®

Fr. Byron J. Miller, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

MARCH 9 MARCH 10 MARCH 11 MARCH 12 MARCH 13 MARCH 14 MARCH 15

Lenten Weekday  Lenten Weekday  Lenten Weekday  Lenten Weekday Lenten Weekday  Lenten Weekday  Fourth Sunday

2 Kgs 5:1-15ab  Dn 3:25,34-43 Dt 4:1,5-9 Jer 7:23-28 Hos 14:2-10 Hos 6:1-6 of Lent

Lk 4:24-30 Mt 18:21-35 Mt 5:17-19 Lk 11:14-23 Mk 12:28-34 Lk 18:9-14 1 Sm 16:1b,
6-7,10-13a
Eph 5:8-14

Do you have a question for the Padre? Jgrjlg, '61 _g’llgr_ﬂ’
Go to DearPadre.org to send your question and to learn more about Dear Padre. 34-38

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV

We feel a deep and burning thirst that no drink in this
world can satisfy. Knowing this, let us not deceive our
hearts by trying to satisfy them with cheap imitations!...
Let us turn this thirst into a step stool, like children who
stand on tiptoe, in order to peer through the window of
encounter with God.

MARCO IACOBUCCI EPP / SHUTTERSTOCK

HOMILY, ROME, AUGUST 3, 2025
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