O“r Parish October 18, 2026

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

c o M M u N ' t v Isaiah 45:1, 4-6 / 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b / Matthew 22:15-21

[Jesus said,] “Repay to Caesar

what belongs to Caesar and
to God what belongs to God.”
MATTHEW 22:21

Sidestepping Side-taking

ANN M. GARRIDO

esus had to know something was up when both the Pharisees and the Herodians approached him together.
Pharisees and Herodians were never together. Herodians survived by cooperating with the Roman Empire.

The Pharisees found such cooperation an affront to God’s law.

“Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not?” they asked. It was a trap. If he answered “no,” the
Herodians could report him to the Romans for fomenting rebellion. If he answered “yes,” the crowd watching

would see Jesus as a sellout to an unpopular foreign power. But Jesus did not take the bait. He
refused to give a “yes” or a “no,” instead allowing onlookers to see that his Pharisee and Herodian
challengers were carrying the Roman coin in their pockets—hence participating in the Roman
economy—whereas he did not even possess the coin they were asking about. He was living and
working for a different ruler altogether. Their question was outside his realm of concern.

So often we, too, can find ourselves trapped in heated political conversations where questions
are asked in such a way that they seem to allow only a yes-or-no answer. The askers want to
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reveal, “Are you with us or are you against us?” as if there are no other options. As followers of Jesus, we know
that there are issues of ultimate concern for us—"battle hills worth dying on.” Jesus himself had one: Calvary. But
Jesus himself did not feel as if he needed to take a stand on every hot political issue of his day. Sometimes he

sidestepped those conversations. So can we.®
Reflect

When confronted, do I prefer to “take the bait” or find common ground?
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Week of October 24, 2026 October 25, 2026

Lector Bonnie Waller Jessie Drake
Linens Diana Thompson
Communion Liz Posey Tony Bell
Ginger Creel Andy Horton
Ginger Wilkinson Laura Saldivar
Offertory Jo Ann Vega & Galtelli Family

Michelle Pirani

PARISH ORGANIZATIONS & FELLOWSHIP

INFANT OF PRAGUE GUILD: Meetings are held quarterly in the school
cafeteria. Please watch here for announcements

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: First Sunday of each month - 7:00 p.m.
Finance Council - Thursday, Nov. 19t - 5:00 p.m.

Pastoral Council- Thursday, Oct. 22" - 6:15 p.m.

< PARISH FELLOWSHIP <>

SACRED HEART BRUNCH - First Sunday — Nov. st Following Mass
ST. MICHAEL'S BRUNCH- Second Sunday — Nov 8% Following Mass — Knights




LITURGY SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS

Saturday October 17 4:00 pm Adoration

5:00 pm Irmgard Paulkt
Sunday October 18 8:30 am Juanita Alpet

10:30 am Michael Gabourt
Monday October 19 NO MASS
Tuesday October 20 6:00 pm NO MASS
Wednesday October 21 8:00 am NO MASS

5:30 pm NO MASS
Thursday October 22 8:00 am NO MASS
Friday October 23 8:00 am Rick Hennessy*
Saturday October 24 4:00 pm Adoration

5:00 pm Adrian Piranit
Sunday October 25 8:30 am Carol Burdisont

10:30 am Miguel Penat

REMEMBER IN PRAYER

Holly Adams, Michael Paul, Mark Franceschini, Conrad Wilhelmi, Sarah Pizzolatto, Bobby Hollingsworth, Carli Albrecht,
Bangie Camper, JoAnn Vega, Patsy & Danny Haynes, James Bell, Charlie Dabbs, Ginny Kimbrell, Carlton Coveny, Carla
Sanderson, Kathleen Alparo, Baby Arabella, Ward Roberts, Melanie Beyer, Fairley Vega, Olivia Vega, Richard Gunter,
Steve Marasco, llluminata Wilhelmi, Nancy Ellis Hays, Cathy Stockbridge, Theresa Black, Mar, Donald Turlich, Vickey
Stanford, John Baioni, Will Hutcherson, Mandi Tacker, Matthew Bain, Edna Alpuente, Joan McCarty, Jane Rice, Neil
Sponer, Tracey Tyrone Cox, Grace Pulliam, Alaina Goldsby, Janet Long, Jim Pugh, Jose Cantu, Balthasar Arellano, Joe
Alvarez, Jay Guiltner, Scott Goldsmith, Ruben Saldivar, Joanna Kim, Mayson Hall, Walter Smith, Freddy Crabtree,
Richard Batkey, Leroy England, Gloria Anderson, Cindy Dabbs, Juan Perez, Jr., Lillie Clark, Eric Densford, Joan White,
Tina Imboden, Kay Loney, Johnny McMullin, Victims of War and Violence in our country and throughout the world,
especially in the Ukraine. All persons serving in our Military, The Seminarians of the Diocese of Little Rock, and the
Religious Men and Women of Arkansas.

WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION: October 11,2026

St. Michael's $3,462.00
St Michael's online $135.00
Sacred Heart $1,251.00




Dear Padre,

What does it mean when it says we're in
Cycle A or B or C? Or Years | and 11?

When the bishops of the Church at the Second Vatican
Council in 1963 called for a revision of our liturgy, they
asked that “The treasures of the Bible...be opened up
more lavishly, so that richer fare may be provided for
the faithful at the table of God’s word. In this way, a
more representative portion of the holy Scriptures will
be read to the people in the course of a prescribed number of years” (Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, 51).

At Sunday Masses, the Scriptures are divided up over three years (called Years A, B, and C). At these Masses,
the gospel is the primary reading. The first reading, taken from the Old Testament, and the responsorial psalm
touch upon the same theme as the gospel. In the Easter season, the first reading is taken from the Acts of
the Apostles. The second reading follows consecutive passages from the letters of Paul or the other apostles,
independent of the other readings.

At weekday Masses, most of the Bible is read over a period of two years. Odd-numbered years are Year I, and
even-numbered years are Year Il.

All of this should help us open those treasures that the Church says are ours in the Scriptures. ®

Monday
October 19
Sts. John de
Brébeuf and
Isaac Jogues,
Priests, and
Companions,
Martyrs

Eph 2:1-10
Lk 12:13-21

URBI ET ORBI BLESSING/ CATHOPIC

ALiguori

A Redemptorist Ministry

Fr. Gary Lauenstein, CSsR / DearPadre.org

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
October 20 October 21 October 22 October 23 October 24
Weekday Weekday Weekday Weekday Weekday

Eph 2:12-22 Eph 3:2-12 Eph 3:14-21 Eph 4:1-6 Eph 4:7-16

Lk 12:35-38 Lk 12:39-48 Lk 12:49-53 Lk 12:54-59 Lk 13:1-9

Do you have a question for the Padre?

Go to DearPadre.org to send your question
and to learn more about Dear Padre.

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV

Sunday
October 25
Thirtieth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
Ex 22:20-26

1 Thes 1:5¢-10
Mt 22:34-40

Today let us ask Mary, Mother of the Church, to be able to serve, with
Jesus and like Jesus, those men and women thirsting for truth and
justice. This is not the time for opposition between one church and
another, between “us” and “them”—those who worship God seek to

be men and women of peace, who worship him in Spirit and in truth.

ANGELUS, ROME, MARCH 8, 2026

The quotations from Pope Leo XIV are printed with permission, copyright © Dicastero per la

Comunicazione-Libreria Editrice Vaticana. All rights reserved.
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