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Kznnle Stebbins Memerial wildlife Refuss Tne,

by
H, Earzisen Clarke, Presidend )
Board of Trustoen
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Iz ascordance with the Sy-Laws, an Annmual Report mesting of Lhes Famnle
stebbins Memprial Wildlife Refuge, Ing,, mush be held ssch ysar, The present
moebing is in compliance <ith this' legsl mendate, Seversl reperhs will ba
made ak this meeting, including = President's repert as herein presenisd,

(rigin of tha Refupra

Censiderable discussion was held by the Allen Bird Club during the YeRr
194300 relatlve $o the catablishment of s bird sanctuary in the Lengmeedew
flaks azrvs, As a resuld of the repid destruction 9f the naturel hablitas of
8 eres by the vemoval of bop 901l apd reelsmablon for agrisultural purpeags,
tha Club realized ihet befors long on. of the few excellent hirding aresad re=
malning in the enwirens of SpringPield would e Lost, As a ernsequents, B
Committes was sppcinded to consider this problem, The mambers were: Hareld &,
Dicksy, Chalrman, Jehn Brainerd, Robers D, Edwards, Mildred Tyler, and sruesh
Yatss. Lebter, Bebsrt ndwards became Chalrman: and H, Harrison Clarke was ads
ded as & memboar,

During 198C-81, the Sanstvary Committee completed & survey of the var-
icus parcels of preperty thed might be secured for a reiuge and prepared a
statement of ectimeted cost. The Alisn Bird Ciub then sutherized the Cemmiittes
¢ precesd with ipcorpovebion and with raising money fer she p whase ¢f land
ond other coshn. It wes decided te adept the nams of Fannie Stebbins Memordal
Wildlifs Rafuge, tims commemorabing s revered naturalist whe did mueh to ade
vancs nature study fer meny yeers in $he Springfield scheel systom,

Ihe precess of luncorporation went forwerd during the summer snd fail of
1951 The Tollewlng el hd lacerporebors weve elscted by the Allen Bird Club,
end served as its Bosrd ¢f Prusiees fer the first yeaar:

H.Haxrisen Clarke, President
Hazold E, Dickey, Vice-president
Mildred PTyler, Secresary

swinest Yates, Traasurer

Repert D, ndwards

do Edward Hyde

(2orge Rice

¥illiezn Toupking

Ui Mevembur &8, 1951, cfficisl werd was recsived from the Office ef
neward J. Cronin, Ssorstery of State, Commonwealth of Massachusefts, that the
charter had be.n lasusd and duly signed. Recauss of "Nature of grganization
end it fine purpcses,” Seoretary Cronin indiceled = desire 5o present the
Charie? in persem to officers of the Rafuge, As a consegusnce, the follewing
members of She Beard of Trusteos asnembled in She Sgeretaryts Deston (ffice
and received ths Charter en darch 21, 19562: Clarke, Hyde, Riecs, and Tempkins,
A photecraph of the cocasien was taken snd has been pleced in the archives of
tha ocorpoeration,
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The process of incor eoreting the Rafuge wﬁé diracted by Harold Iiclsy.
Lagal matters wepe attended by Absorney Louls W, Deherty of Springfielu. bBra-
tliude is expressed %¢ thess individuals for thelr gensrons supnert and bely.

Acquigition ¢f Propecty |

The property for the Refuge was locabzd in Longmeasdow flabs betwsen
Headew Roud and the Connectieud Stats line, with frontege cn the Uomnectloub
klver, The sxlsting arcs was broken into small secbiens, renging fyem ora be
tharty-elght acres, owned by & sugher of individusls and %the Tewn of longmeadew,
Title searches wers mede by Peter Sherman Melbzer, who also performed other resl
estate secvices, Harvey and Muloare, AStorneys, fuifilisd the legel requirements,

unae the Charter was issued, the acquisition of land comwenned. Pars
8f the propsudy was purchased enbtright; cther plets wers acguired £n $eh-year
lesas, Thue present distribubion is as follows:

Gwned 58 asres
Leaged 48

™

Pobal 107 aores

The greatest problem fasing the Sanctuary Committee, the Alles Bird Clud,
sad the Beerd of Trustess in connestlon with the Rafugs was te raige sufficland
meaey for the' purchass of property, for legsl fo.s, and Jor e¢ther sxpensss, The
mensy wes ralsed largely frem individenl gif%s ranging from 51.00 ¢r less be
900,00, Thres cther scurces of funds ehould be menticned with grebitude tre
annual rummage gale couducied by the ladiess of the $lub, which neds srcand .135.00
esth year; the effcris of the junier gpembara of she Club in making and ssiiing
bird houses, fesding steticns, ete., for the bensfis ¢f Jhe Refuge, and the sale
¢f Christmas cards by uildred Tyler.

In tads flret abnval Tsport, t0¢, special mentien showlr be made of the
effsctive efforts of Reberd D, gdwerds, whe has left Springfisld and is neow
veslding dn Scuth Carclina, 1t is no sxaggersiion te say that he, mere than
any eother persen, is pesponsible for sucessafully lawsching the gancbuary pree
Jech of the Allen Bird 0lab, He chalred cne of the sarly commiitees ¢ study
end dayelop the preject; and he persosally solicited the bulk of the mensy
nesden indtlally. The Beard of Trnstess of the Refuge o.pressss Lis grastituds
end appreciation for the issderchip provided by Mr. ndwards, !

4 detellad stetensul vn the finencing ef the Refuge will be given by the
Trepawrer. Sufflice i% 40 say here that, while the Refugze ia cerrenily seivent,
the uesd o addlticna) funds i constant and sheuld coptinue $e bs aa Allen
sivd Club respenaiblliity. 4n snnual operating budget is needed for the phyment
4% %axss and the upkeep ana development of the Refuge. Alse. 2 belwnce should
be agquired for She eventusl purchase of leased land and any adjacent praperty
that beccmes avallabls,

Seveloomant of the Reifues

The dvard ¢f Trustess of the Fannie Stebblus Memorisl Wildlife Refugs.
Ing.. held fewr efficlal meetings during $he paeb yesr. HWighiighta of plans
daveloped wod webion fskan will be snumersted belev, with brief comments,

4. rmplicity. A »ublieclty Cosmittes was a peinbded as follews; fiilism
Jenelng, brnest Yales, and J adward Hyde Chairmen. 4 cumber ef sxeellent nswsg.
peger releesas, Includlig en editerial have sppeared as a fealll of the -2k
&7 . er alites
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&, jurvey: The vost of s survey ¢f the Hefuge is prohibitive st this
tims.  As 2 rowgh substitnie, sc that membors mey knew $he srproximete beundariss,
Williswm Tempking has sgreed B¢ run a compass line ercund bhe praperky.

3. Hgpss A numter of maps ¢f the Refuge are now available, ss fellbws:

as  “Allen Bird Club 4ildlifs Sanchusyy," 18 x 22 inpches, frem
the Gffdce of Peter Shermen Meldzaer: provided by Hereld Z.
Bickey.

b, “"Fannie Stebdbins Hemerial Wildlife Refuge,® 18 x 2: inches:
provided by hrnest Yabes. {This mep shews the criginal screage
end evnershlp of the Refugs ares, and indicates the aress swoed
2hd 0n lesse,)

¢. Reugh Sketeh of Fenule Stebbina Wildlife Refuge, Ine.," 8 x 11
inches: previded by Lrnesd Yades, (This mep is in dltte form and
hag been diztribubed $o ell asmbare of the Allen Bird Club.)

4. pesting: Une hondred "Ne Hunbing® signs havs been purchased and will
bs used t¢ pest the B-fugs, No effert will be made %o eramply with legal posting
reyuivapsnba of signs 100 fest apard, bub, rather, the signs will be usad at
points of entry and in obher ways tr designnta the beundaries. Mr. Tempking, with
the help of junior members, has sgreed t¢ accemplish this task,

Bo Firg fensus: The Beard of Trustees roquested that the Allen Birzd Club includs
ine Refuge 28 a swparaie ares £or the spring eensus, In $his wey, rssesroh pertain-
ing %o the hird pepolaticon of the aree is initiaded. It prevides z basis frr come
naring the muwber of bird gpecles visiting the Refuge ‘as lmprevements in lmbltat
are effecied,

6. Develepmead Commifites: A Devolopment Commities to rsccommend prejscis
and dm revements for the Refoge was apprinted with the fellowing members: John
Bralnerd, Cheirgan, Azrthus Avery, Britton MeCabe, William Pompking, and H.B. Clarke,
ex efficio. [his cemmilise recommended that the primary purpesa of the Refuge ba
coascryation of the hahiiat; and thab seccndery purposes be educ: bion and ressarch.
They mede = number of excellen$ reccmmendations ¢ the Brard, Cerbain of thelr
suggestlons have bosn adspied, cihers are under cenaideration, and still vihers am
in the meburs of long-ruuge propesels waieh er. held in abeyance for the nomens,
A£51%a reguest, thls committes Hes new been dischergad, sppreciation iz sxpressed
fer the sxpellent set ¢f reccmmendatitns pregended,

7, Gemuittes cn ainbeonance and lmcrevement: 3eecmmendsd by the Devafopmant
Comudivie, & Commitbes on Maintenance ane Jmgrevement hes bsen appointsd. To garve
until #sy 1, 1953, the mumbuers asc: Archur Avery, Chalrman, Ralph Balerisin, bsbher
Grigeys, Hsymend lenglsy, (eorge Rice, s:nd Denlal Trembla, This commiStes will be
red onelble foy such projects as ths tollewings %o pcet Refuge boundariss: e
CIERY By r¢ved tralls; tc acnetruet gstes, signe, ebc,, te sstzblish a nreved
pafking areas, snd clear reeds leading inbe parking ~ress; be nlewt, bhin, and
prune in agoordants with apurcved maintenence and develtnment procedurss: and She
like. In cennection witnthe work of this Committee, the Trustees have geng en
TesoTd as erproving the ocmstructien and maintenance ef food Srails enly in the
Refuge proper, It is believed thab the ar a sheuld de keph in se wild & sbate
as peasdbls, and shculd net e cpen $0 the publie for pisnic and cuting purpeses,




8, Lowmmitiee oo Hescares npd Lduestion: Reccmnended by She Development
Compitiae, a Comdlites on Hesearch snd »ducation har husn gopeiabed. Te serve
%Al May 1, 3953, the membsrs are; John sratnerd, Chalvman, Druglay Guyetts,
Gladys denen, Mabel pPobdber, and Wwilliam Tompkins., This ceanishas will be ress
LIn8tble for sueh prejacta as the fellewing: ¢ ergéntre warizws fypes of in
wentorlas, surveys, and cnesuses; to prepars cellosticns of difversat kinds,

o make studies necessayy for bhe preper development and wtilizabica of ths
fAeduge; %o plen sducadlenal campai,ns perssini & to the pur esee ond use of the
Hefuye, %0 ald in the ostablishment of & research laborateey at ths Museum of
Haturel istery; and vhe Lilke.

}

9 dsgesxzh Loberebory: Mr, Leo Utls, Dizecier ¢f she Mussua of N-turel
Jiabory, bus mada avallable %o aubhorized naturaliste space 1o cle Mugecn fov
A medzarch Lebevalory. The Fanule 5Stebbins Hemerdal 41143178 Refuge hag hoss
seviied te help catwblish and use this ladorsbory. [he inviiabien has hesn
atgenied wita the Commlities on Research and Aducatien to prrewids $hs reprosen-
taelzo.  The wsicbiizhnent o¢f $he Beeeerch labersbrzy e 8 ~:rincularly heppy
e Yor astural kisiery in the Springfisid area. It sheuld peove a graci sii-
Ewlids e eVeu mere sotdve study of the geotogy, flora  end Jaunm of this secidcn
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In conmiunlon, may I atate that 1% has deen & ~lsadurs and g gewrce of
wreat satisfietlon Lo particlpete in the Allen Bird Jlub prejest, the Panals
Skebhlog Hemerial ildlifa Refuge, Many peerle have contribitea to¢ the success
of tag pregech wo far, willi.g and corpevetive, Yhey have werked hazd in ths
inkarest of the hefuge. Those neped sbrvs are ouly = few of the wRLy whi have
coutribubed tuedr times and offert, This reperd will ned atiem:s te 1ist tnem
all. but meresy state s general werd ¢1 appresiabien.

A com, Losst oF all bhe Besrd ot Trusbees, fe:ls thad the prejest hus
oees flnashed. Trede 1s no deabd, however, that o seult hes besn made: ine
serysraticn Is oomplete; scwe wmeasy has bosn walsed, lang has bean seguived;
202 nlesue 0¥ uelntensnce. development, educablen, and sfosenrel have been ine
ilabhed. A very preat deal remains to be dems. A R.fuge iy mers than jusk
aanddak, i%s hearb and stul aetuslly ere in its ulilivatisn, ia the Jeys and
sppitetinbisng ©f nature sbudy in ibs many ramificabicons wx orilencsd by beys
aad irls. men and waen, Lhreughout thelr lives, Way thle be & chullsuge te
18 B w8 weve Lerward in mewery of Fannls Stebbing wie szemplifled wish hag
life wohet s Antended by these werds,
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