
REMEMBERING 

CICELY WITH 

THE RIVER 

NIGER

A Sermon By:                    

Bishop Andy C. Lewter



I AM A 1976 GRADUATE OF

OBERLIN COLLEGE IN OBERLIN, OHIO



OBERLIN OPERATED A RATHER UNIQUE 
ACADEMIC SCHEDULE WHICH INCLUDED A

FALL SEMESTER, A SPRING SEMESTER BRIDGED BY 
A WINTER TERM



This meant that 

once we broke for 

the Christmas break 

we did not resume 

regular classes 

until the first week 

in February.



IN JANUARY OF 1976 I 
ASSEMBLED A CAST OF 

CHARACTERS THAT 
STAYED ON CAMPUS 
DURING THE WINTER 
TERM TO REHEARSE 

THE PRODUCTION OF 
THE PLAY, "THE RIVER 

NIGER".



THE RIVER NIGER 

WAS WRITTEN BY 

JOSEPH WALKER 

IN 1972



IN 1976 I DIRECTED A STAGE PERFORMANCE 

OF THE PLAY AS MY SENIOR YEAR 

WINTER TERM PROJECT



YOU CAN IMAGINE 

THEN HOW 

EXCITED I WAS 

WHEN LATER THAT 

YEAR, 1976 A FILM 

VERSION OF THE 

PLAY WAS 

RELEASED



WITH THE 

RECENT DEATH 

OF CICELY TYSON 

MY MIND RACED 

BACK TO THE 

PLAY, THE RIVER 

NIGER



THE FILM VERSION OF THE PLAY INCLUDED 

JAMES EARL JONES AS THE FATHER FIGURE OF 

THE FAMILY, LOU GOSSETT AS THE FATHER 

GOOD FRIEND AND DOCTOR, 

GLYNN TURMAN AS THE FATHER’S 

SON JEFF



BUT THE STANDOUT 

PERFORMANCE OF 

THE FILM WAS 

TURNED IN BY 

CICELY TYSON WHO 

PORTRAYED THE 

MOTHER FIGURE, 

MATTIE



PART OF THE PLOT IS THE 

FATHER'S REPEATED 

ATTEMPTS TO 

CONSTRUCT A POEM 

THAT HE HAS BEEN 

WORKING ON THAT HE 

DOES NOT COMPLETE 

UNTIL THE NEAR END OF 

THE PLAY



Listen to a portion of the poem



THE POEM GOES 

ON TO 

FUNCTION AS A 

DESCRIPTION OF 

THE BLACK 

COMMUNITY



THE BASIC 

UNDERLYING 

OBJECTIVE OF THE 

FATHER FIGURE IS 

TO FIND A 

BATTLEFIELD SO 

THAT HE CAN BE A 

GREAT AFRICAN 

WARRIOR



HE OF COURSE FINDS THE BATTLEFIELD HE IS 
LOOKING FOR BY TAKING BLAME FOR THE 

CONFLICT WITH THE POLICE AND THE SHOOTING 
OF AN UNDERCOVER POLICE OFFICER



ALL OF US NEED TO FIND WORTHY 

BATTLEFIELDS TO DEVOTE OUR 

ENERGY AND TIME TO



THE BOOK OF FIRST 
SAMUEL DESCRIBES A 
BATTLEFIELD WHERE 
DAVID FACES AND 
DEFEATS AN ENEMY 
BY THE NAME OF 
GOLIATH



THE BOOK OF FIRST SAMUEL DESCRIBES A 
BATTLEFIELD WHERE DAVID FACES AND 

DEFEATS AN ENEMY BY THE NAME OF 
GOLIATH



In the end, 
the victory of 
David on the 

battlefield 
opened the 

door for a life 
of prosperity 
and blessings 

for David



IN LIKE FASHION, FINDING OUR 

PURPOSE IS THE PATH TO OUR 

BLESSINGS



THANK YOU
… for watching!


