
2. The 
Centrality 
of Worship



The Centrality 
of Worship

in Creation



God the Creator

1. Most basic truth about God

2. First truth about God ðGenesis 1:1

3. All that is not God was made by Him

4. A fundamental distinction



O God, who is like You?  (Psalm 71:19)

O Lord, there is none like You, nor is there any 
God besides You.  (1 Chronicles 17:20)

There is no one like the Lord our God. (Exodus 
8:10)

¬I am God, and there is no other; I am God, 

and there is no one like Me. º(Isaiah 46:9)

¬I am the Lord, that is My name; I will not give 

My glory to another. º(Isaiah 42:8)



True worship presupposes this 
fundamental distinction

òYou are God, and I am not.ó

uòWorthy are You, our Lord and our God, 
to receive glory and honor and power; for 
You created all things, and because of 
Your will they existed, and were created.ó  
(Revelation 4:12)

uCome, let us worship and bow 
down, Let us kneel before the 
LORD our Maker.  (Psalm 95:6)



True worship 
presupposes 

this 
fundamental 

distinction

òYou are 
God, and I 

am not. ó

uI, John, am the one who 
heard and saw these 
things. And when I heard 
and saw, I fell down to 
worship at the feet of the 
angel who showed me 
these things. But he said to 
me, òDo not do that!   I am 
a fellow servant of yours 
and of your brethren the 
prophets and of those who 
heed the words of this 
book. Worship God.ó

u(Revelation 22:8 -9; cf. 
19:10)



The Centrality 
of Worship

in the Fall



The Fall 
challenged 

this 
fundament

al 
distinction:  

Godôs 
unique 

glory

uSatan

uòI will make myself 

like the Most High.ó

u(Isaiah 14:14)



Adam & Eve

[Satan said:] òYou will be like God. 

(Genesis 3:5)

For since the creation of the world His invisible 
attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, 
have been clearly seen, being understood 
through what has been made, so that they are 
without excuse.

For even though they knew God, they did not     
honor [glorify] Him as God or give thanks . 

(Romans 1:2 0-21)



False 

presupp
osition Ą

False 

worship

uProfessing to be wise, they 

became fools, and 

exchanged the glory of the 

incorruptible God for an 

image in the form of 

corruptible man and of birds 

and four -footed animals and 

crawling creatures. (Romans 

1:22-23)

For they exchanged the truth of God 
for a lie, and worshiped and served 
the creature rather than the Creator.

(Romans 1:25)



WORSHIP was 
the central issue

in the Fall

uWHOM are you 

going to worship?



+ 

COMPETING WORSHIPS 

The problem is NOT that 

there are people in this 

world who do not worship

Rather it is that so 

many worship the 

wrong thing

Whatõs all-important is 

WHOM you worship



The Centrality 
of Worship

in 
Redemption



The SECOND ADAM                    

chose differently

uAgain, the devil took Him to a very high 

mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of 

the world and their glory; and he said to Him, 

òAll these things I will give You, if You fall down 

and worship me.ó

Then Jesus said to him, Go, Satan! For it is 
written, You shall worship the Lord your God, 

and serve Him only.

(Matthew 4:8 -10)



uWhy did Christ come? Why 
was He conceived? Why 
was He born? Why was He 
crucified? Why did He rise 
again? Why is He now at the 
right hand of the Father?

uThe answer to all these 
questions is, ôin order that He 
might make worshipers out 
of rebels; in order that He 
might restore us again to the 
place of worship we knew 
when we were first created.õ

u(A. W. Tozer)



Christ 
came to 

restore 
true 

worship by 
reversing 

the effects 
of the Fall

u (v. 21) Enabling us 
to glorify God as 
God, and give 
thanks

u (v. 23) Enabling us 
to exchange 
images for the 
glory of God

u (v. 25) Enabling us 
to exchange the lie 
for the truth of God

u (v. 25) Enabling us 
to worship and 
serve the Creator 
rather                          

than the creature



Christ came to create 

true worshipers

u òBut an hour is coming, and now 

is, when the true worshipers will 

worship the Father in spirit and 

truth; for such people the Father 

seeks to be His worshipers.ó

u (John 4:23)



The Gospel is a call to turn 

from false to true worship

uFor they themselves report about us what kind 
of a reception we had with you, and how you 
turned to God from idols to serve a living and 
true God.           (1 Thessalonians 1:9)

uòMen, why are you doing these things? We are 
also men of the same nature as you, and 
preach the gospel to you that you should turn 
from these vain things to a living God, Who 
made the heaven and the earth and the sea 
and all that is in them.ó                                                
(Acts 14:15)



The Goal 

of the 

Gospel

Therefore, brethren,

Åsince we have confidence to 
enter the Most Holy Place by 
the blood of Jesus, by a new 
and living way opened for us 
through the curtain, that is, his 
body, and since we have a 
great priest over the house of 
God,

let us draw near to God

Åwith a sincere heart in full 
assurance of faith . 

(Hebrews 10:19 -22)



The Goal of the Gospel

O come to the 
Father

Åthrough Jesus 
the Son

And give Him 
the glory:

ÅGreat things 
He hath 
done!



Worship 

and the 

Gospel

God is the Creator, unique in His 
glory and alone worthy of worship.

The Fall usurped God  s claim to 

exclusive worship.

Christ came to undo the effects of 
the fall and to enable true worship.

The Gospel then is a call to all 
mankind to come to the Father 
through Christ, a call to worldwide 
worship, to the glory of God.



The Centrality 
of Worship
in Missions



MISSIONS

the worldwide application

of the gospelõs call

for true worship

to the glory of God



Max Lucado:

òYou donõt need what 
Dorothy found.ó



òYou donõt need to carry the burden 
of  a lesser god, a god on a shelf, a 
god in a box, or a god in a bottle.ó



òNo, you need a God 
who can place 100 
billion stars in our 

galaxy and 100 billion 
galaxies in the 
universe.ó



MISSIONS

1. There are people who are dying without 

knowing Christ.

2.God has given us the Great Commission to go 

out into the world.

3. There are areas of  the world, whether here or 

to the ends of  the earth, where God is being robbed 

of  His glory.

(Eric Alexander)




