The Two Trials
of Jesus

A Sermon By
Bishop Andy C. Lewter, D. Min
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Matthew 26
47 While he was still
speaking, Judas, one of
& 4 #F>» _ theTwelve, arrived. With
. &% & § him was a large crowd
armed with swords and
clubs, sent from the
chief priests and the
elders of the people.
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Verse 57

>’ Those who had
arrested Jesus took
him to Caiaphas the
high priest, where
the teachers of the
law and the elders
had assembled.
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Verse 63

63 But Jesus remained silent.
The high priest said to him, “I
charge you under oath by
the living God: Tell us if you
are the Messiah, the Son of
God.”

64 “You have said so,” Jesus
replied.




Before Pilate
~ ' Meanwhile Jesus stood

@ before the governor, and

the governor asked him,
“Are you the king of the
Jews?”

“You have said so,” Jesus
replied.




Roman Oppression

The Romans only cared about
silencing those who spoke
against the injustices of the

1 empire in pretty much the same
way the current administration is
trying to silence the voice of my

Alma Mater, Harvard University




Jesus on the Cross

As Protestants we prefer the
empty cross rather than the
cruxifix because we believe that
Jesus is no longer on the cross
but has left the cross and been

resurrected on this day




Jesus on the Cross

But sometimes it is good to
remember what Jesus did on the
cross before he left it empty
which was to die for humanity
and thereby purchase our
redemption and make it possible
to correct our relationship with

God the father.



Statue of Liberty

On the southern tip of
Manhattan’s island stands the
figure of a woman given to this
country in 1886 by the country of
France we have been told that its
purpose was to welcome
immigrants into this country at

the turn of the 20th century



Chains
The creator of the statue

originally had broken chains on
the arm of the lady liberty that
was removed and placed upon
her feet where they could not
be seen but they are there to
remind America that the statue
was intended to celebrate the

end of slavery in this country
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Thank You for
Watching

A Sermon By
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