February 18, 2026
The Queens Ministry Wednesday Night Bible Webinar
The Observance of Ash Wednesday and the Celebation of Mardi Gras
Answer Key
Study Questions 
1) In what city is the celebration of Mardi Gras mostly known for? New Orleans
2) Which language is the term Mardi Gras from? French
3) What is the meaning of Mardi Gras? Fat Tuesday.
a) The term Mardi can also mean what? Grand or Great
4) Name at least one character mentioned in the lesson that used sackcloth and ashes to demonstrate their sorrow or regret? Job or David
5) During the Middle Ages, the 8th-11th century, Ash Wednesday became widely popular and was no longer restricted to whom? Believers or those of the faith community or church
6) Where do the ashes come from that are used by the church during Ash Wednesday services? From the previous year’s palms – given on Palm Sunday
7) What is the literal meaning of the word anointing? To smear
8) How many days in total exist between Ash Wednesday and Easter? 46 days
9) In the counting of days during the Lenten Season, what day is excluded from the count? Sundays
a) With this removal, what is the number of days for Lent? 40 days
10) This number of days is associated with what biblical figure; and where did they spend the same number of days in preparation for ministry? Jesus, during His 40-days of fasting in the wilderness – (found in Matt. 4:1-11)
Extra credit:
11) What is the symbol used on the forehead of church-goers, in the Ash Wednesday anointing service? The Cross
12) The practice of Ash Wednesday and Lent was an attempt by believers to do what? To clean or purify themselves
13) During the service of Ash Wednesday, what part of the liturgical statement the clergy may recite that reminds believers of their existence? From dust you came and from dust you will return (as long as they use the word dust in the answer, this will suffice)
14) In observance of Ash Wednesday, some churches - as is the practice of The Queens Ministry, use what item instead of ashes? Use oil
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