




Daniel 1:1-

5.

u1 In the third 

year of the reign 

of Jehoiakim 

king of Judah, 

Nebuchadnezzar 

king of Babylon 

came to 

Jerusalem and 

besieged it. 



Daniel 1:1-

5.

u2 And the Lord gave 

Jehoiakim king of 

Judah into his hand, 

with some of the 

articles of the house of 

God, which he carried 

into the land of Shinar 

to the house of his god; 

and he brought the 

articles into the 

treasure house of his 

god.



uThen the king instructed

Ashpenaz, the master of his

eunuchs, to bring some of

the children of Israel and

some of the kingõs

descendants and some of the

nobles,



u4 young men in whom there

was no blemish, but good-

looking, gifted in all wisdom,

possessing knowledge and quick

to understand, who had ability

to serve in the kingõspalace,

and whom they might teach the

language and literature of the

Chaldeans.



u5 And the king appointed for

them a daily provision of the

kingõsdelicacies and of the

wine which he drank, and

three years of training for

them, so that at the end of

that time they might serve

before the king.



INTRODUCTION

Imagine growing up in the royal
family. As a teenager a foreign
power overtakes your country and
you are taken away to serve this
foreign king.

All that you knew and were
accustomed to is taken away and a
whole new world is thrust upon
you.



These four 

young men 

had 

everything 

going for 

them:

u

u

u
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I. Nebuchadnezzar sought 
to change these four young 
men.

u

u



u Christians today face the same

kind of challenge .

u Satan (the ruler of this world)

wants us to conform to the

world .

u To be òjustlikeóeveryone

else!



u Romans 12:2.

u And do not be conformed to
this world, but be
transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that
you may prove what the
will of God is, that which is
good and acceptable and
perfect .



He sought to change them 

by changing their 

environment: 
uNew home.

uNo longer have the influence
of godly parents and
teachersñJerusalem to
Babylon.

uAll they knew was now in the
past and an uncertain future
lay before them .



uNew knowledge.

uThe literature and language of

the Chaldeansñidolatrous

philosophies .



u New names: (from Israelite to

heathen) .

ü Daniel (òGodis my judgeó)to Belteshazzar (òBelprotect his lifeó).

ü Hananiah (òTheLord is graciousó)to Shadrach (òthecommand of the

moon godó).



u New names: (from Israelite to

heathen) .

ü Mishael (òWhois like God?ó)to Meshach(òWhois like Aku?ó).

ü Azariah (òTheLord is my helperó)to Abed-nego (òtheservant of

Negoó).



uThey were to eat

the kingõsfood

and drink his

wine, this was

objectionable to

them for two

reasons:

ÅNew diets .



uThe meat portions 

may have been 

offerings to idols, 

and to eat it meant 

blasphemy to God.

ÅNew diets .



uSome of the meats 

may have been 

unclean.

ÅNew diets .



II. The Daring 
Test of Daniel 
and his 
kinsmen 
( Dan. 1:8 -16).



8 But Daniel purposed in his 

heart that he would not 

defile himself with the 

portion of the kingõs 

delicacies, nor with the 

wine which he drank; 

therefore he requested of 

the chief of the eunuchs 

that he might not defile 

himself. 



u9 Now God had brought Daniel into
the favor and goodwill of the chief
of the eunuchs.

u10 And the chief of the eunuchs said
to Daniel, òIfear my lord the king,
who has appointed your food and
drink . For why should he see your
faces looking worse than the young
men who are your age? Then you
would endanger my head before the
king.ó



u11 So Daniel said to the
steward whom the chief of
the eunuchs had set over
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah,

u12 òPleasetest your servants
for ten days, and let them
give us vegetables to eat and
water to drink .



u13 Then let our appearance

be examined before you, and

the appearance of the young

men who eat the portion of

the kingõsdelicacies; and as

you see fit, so deal with your

servants.ó


