
Essential Attitudes 
for Spiritual Growth

Lesson Text: 2 Peter 3:18



Introduction
ÅHave you heard this petition uttered in a public 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊΚ άCŀǘƘŜǊΣ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
ƴǳƳŜǊƛŎŀƭƭȅΦέ 

ÅPerhaps you have uttered it yourself.

ÅGod wants us to grow, and it is good to implore 
His blessings and guidance as we endeavor to 
grow spiritually and numerically.

Å2 Peter 3:18 -ά.ǳǘ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ {ŀǾƛƻǊ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ



God Wants Us To Grow

ÅI want us to grow.

ÅI believe that you want the congregation to 
grow.

ÅI believe that we can grow.

ÅI hope we understand that our attitudes are 
essential to any growth that takes place.



The Key To Growth

ÅThe key to growing numerically, that is, 
to increase in number the members of 
the congregation, is for each Christian to 
grow spiritually. 

ÅSpiritual growth will propel our souls to 
reach out to others with the Gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 

ÅThe key to this propelling spiritual growth 
is our attitude.



Whether we go to heaven or hell will be 
ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜΦέ

ÅSomemay be thinking,ά.ǳǘpreacher,ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘwe
heard all our lives that a person can be very
sincereand still beƭƻǎǘΚέ

ÅYes,we haveheardthat and it is still true.

ÅSaulof Tarsushad a bad attitude

ÅBut it was still his attitude of honestyand a desire
for truth that led him eventuallyto salvation.

ÅA personwith a good attitude canstill be lost, but
one with an improper attitude cannot be saved
until the attitude changes.



SOME WAYS IN 
WHICH 

IMPROPER 
ATTITUDES 

HAVE 
HINDERED THE 

CAUSE OF 
CHRIST.

ÅIn the church, we need 
desperately to evaluate our 
attitudes, because there are 
many ways in which the 
[ƻǊŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
hindered by bad attitudes.

ÅIMPROPER ATTITUDES HAVE 
HINDERED THE IMPRESSION 
WE HAVE MADE ON THE 
OUTSIDE WORLD.

ÅEvaluate yourself to make 
sure you have not done 
these things!



WAYS IN WHICH 
IMPROPER ATTITUDES 
HAVE HINDERED THE 

CAUSE OF CHRIST.

ÅActs 2:47 - The Holy Spirit describes the early 
church as άtǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŦŀǾƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ 
ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Φ Φ Φέ

ÅAlthough problems developed later, Christians 
were still consistent in and with their convictions.

ÅEphesians 5:15 ςά{ŜŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƭƪ 
ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǇŜŎǘƭȅΣ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ Ŧƻƻƭǎ ōǳǘ ŀǎ ǿƛǎŜΦέ

ÅEphesians 4:15- Paul tells us that we are to speak 
ǘƘŜ άǘǊǳǘƘ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜΦέ



WAYS IN WHICH IMPROPER ATTITUDES 
HAVE HINDERED THE CAUSE OF 

CHRIST.

ÅNumbers 14:11-24 - When God proposed destruction on his 
murmuring people, Moses interceded with an appeal which 
said in effect: ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƘƛƴƪΚέ 

ÅGod was concerned enough about the impression those who 
were not His people might get that He changed His plans.

ÅWe must teach truth without compromise, but it will be more 
effectively taught if it is obvious that a sincere sense of 
concern and burden accompany it.



ÅMost families have some loved ones who 
are lost.

ÅThey may be like the prodigal son and 
wandered away. Luke 15.

ÅhǊ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜǎ 
mentioned in Romans 9 -13 ςάL ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
truth in Christ, I am not lying, my 
conscience also bearing me witness in 
the Holy Spirit, I have great sorrow and 
continual grief in my heart. I could wish 
that I myself were accursed from Christ 
for my brethren, my countrymen 
ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŜǎƘΦέ

ÅtŀǳƭΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾƛƴŜǎǎ Φ Φ Φ 
and he held sorrow in his heart for them.

IMPROPER ATTITUDES CAN HINDER 
CHRISTIANS IN REACHING THEIR LOST 
LOVED ONES



IMPROPER ATTITUDES CAN 
HINDER CHRISTIANS IN 
REACHING THEIR LOST 

LOVED ONES.

ÅThe attitude used to save 
our young people must be 
one that does not alienate 
them. 

ÅThey are sharp and can spot 
phoniness immediately.

ÅAttitudes often cause them 
to react either with 
resentment or acceptance.

ÅBy our attitude do we 
communicate that we want 
to be a friend and help spare 
them hurt, or that we are an 
adversary, seeking to keep 
them from enjoying life, thus 
souring them on the truth?



ÅMany congregations have communicated to the 
world more vividly the things that we are against 
rather than the positive things Christians can enjoy.

IMPROPER ATTITUDES HAVE HINDERED THE 

WORK OF LOCAL CONGREGATIONS.
ÅPaul was a builder. 

ÅIŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ άōǳƛƭŘ ŀƎŀƛƴέ 
what he had destroyed. 

ÅMany brethren have a 
negative attitude. 

ÅThey desire to tear up and 
pull down if they cannot 

control and dictate.



ÅSOME ATTITUDES THAT ARE 
ESSENTIAL FOR CHRISTIANS AND 
CONGREGATIONS TO GROW.
ÅWe need to consider each of these and see 

where we can apply to ourselves.



FIRST, WE MUST HAVE 
THE RIGHT ATTITUDE 
TOWARD AUTHORITY.

Å We must accept the Bible as the 
Word of God and the final authority 
in all things we do.

Å 1 Thessalonians 2:13 ςάCƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ 
reason we also thank God without 
ceasing, because when you 
received the word of God which 
you heard from us, you welcomed 
it not as the word of men, but as it 
is in truth, the word of God, which 
also effectively works in you who 
ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΦέ

Å 1 Corinthians 14:37 -άLŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ 
thinks himself to be a prophet or 
spiritual, let him acknowledge that 
the things which I write to you are 
the commandments of the LordΦέ



FIRST, WE MUST HAVE THE RIGHT 
ATTITUDE TOWARD AUTHORITY.

ÅThe church is not a democracy whereby majority 
rule establishes authoritative doctrine. 

ÅChrist is LORD and HEAD of the Church.

ÅThe BIBLE is the COMPLETE and FINAL AUTHORITY 
for man today.

ÅThis truth, firmly accepted by Christians would end 
ǘƘŜ Ǿŀƛƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ 
about marriage and re-marriage.



FIRST, WE MUST 
HAVE THE RIGHT 

ATTITUDE 
TOWARD 

AUTHORITY.

Å This truth, firmly accepted by Christians would end the 
vain practice of trying to undermine the position, 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ŜƭŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ

Å This truth, firmly accepted by Christians would end the 
vain attempt to change the avenues of worship God 
wants His people to use today in worshipping Him.

Å This truth, firmly accepted by Christians would end all 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǘƘǊƻƴŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƛǊƳƭȅ 
ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ Iƻƭȅ ²ƻǊŘΦ



WE MUST HAVE ATTITUDES THAT ARE 
POSITIVE AND OPTIMISTIC.

ÅThe Bibles teaches that our achievements are 
geared to faith and expectation.

ÅProverbs 23:7 ςάCƻǊ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƪǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ǎƻ ƛǎ 
ƘŜΦέ

ÅMatthew 15:28 ςά¢ƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ 
her, "O woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you 
ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŘŜǎƛǊŜΦέ

ÅMark 10:27 - "With men it is impossible, but not 
ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΤ ŦƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦέ

ÅMark 9:23 ςάWŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ϦLŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΣ 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎΦέ


