
LET US

DRAW NEAR

THE GOD

WE

WORSHIP



Why study the 

theology of worship ?

ÅWhat a ñtheologyis...

ÅWhat a ñtheology of worshipis...



The Importance of a Theology 

(Biblical Understanding)

of Worship

1. GODôS WORD tells us who God is.

ÅGOD is the subjectof our worship.

ÅWorship is aboutHim.

ÅWe must worship Him as He really is.



The Importance of a Theology 

(Biblical Understanding)

of Worship

2. GODôS WORD tells us what God wants.

Å GOD is the object of our worship.

Å Worship is for Him, for His pleasure.

Å We must worship Him as He wants.



The Importance of a Theology 

(Biblical Understanding)

of Worship

3. GODôS WORD is our guide.

ñYour Word is a lamp to my feet

and a light to my path.ò

(Psalm 119:105)



The Importance of a Theology 

(Biblical Understanding)

of Worship

4. GODôS WORD is our only 

unchanging standard.

Forever, O Lord, 

Your Word is settled in heaven.

(Psalm 119:89)



The Importance of a Theology 

(Biblical Understanding)

of Worship

5. GODôS WORD tells us that 

all of life is to be worship.

. . . present your bodies a living and holy 

sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is

your spiritual service of worship.

(Romans 12:1)



The Importance of a Theology 

(Biblical Understanding)

of Worship

6. Only GODôS WORD can give us a 

unified understanding of worship.

What are the essentials?

What does not change?



REVELATION

AND

RESPONSE



A Crucial Order!



Our worship is our answer to God 

who has first addressed us. Man 

worships the God who has made 

Himself known.

(William Nicholls)



religion / Pelagianism:

man s initiative



Christianity (Augustinianism):

God s initiative



Revelation Response

the biblical pattern

of worship



Revelation Response

WORSHIP is

our response

to the glory

of God.



1:2 The Law of the Lord . . .    is his delight.

48:10      As is Your Name, O God . . .    so is Your              

praise to the 

ends of the earth.

96:4 Great is the Lord . . .     and greatly to be 

praised.

150:2 Praise Him . . .

according to His

excellent greatness.

PSALMS

Revelation Response



Revelation Response

ROMANS 12:1

by the mercies 

of God

(chaps. 1ð11) 

THEREFORE, 

I urge you, 

brethren,3:1

to present your 

bodies a living 

and holy 

sacrifice



Implications



The Word in Worship

More of the Word

Let God speak first (His invitation)

Scriptural evaluation of songs

Choose songs to go with Scripture, not 

Scripture to go with songs!

Let Scripture give form to our worship 

( thematic worship )



The Foundation of 

Foundations for Worship:

THE WORD OF GOD

Preached

Believed

Read

Sung

Prayed

Honored

Enacted



1. THE GOD WE WORSHIP



THE GLORY OF GOD

The greatest subject of  all!

Not an attribute; but rather the sum total of  

ALL His attributes, all His perfections

His complete and utter perfection in 

every way

All that makes Him God

òThe beauty of Godõs manifold perfectionsó 

(John Piper)



The Story of  His Glory

in CREATION

in the FALL

in JESUS CHRIST

in REDEMPTION

in SANCTIFICATION

in HEAVEN



The heavens are telling of  the glory of  God.

(Psalm 19:1)

Bring My sons from afar and My daughters from 

the ends of  the earth,everyone who is called by 

My name, and whom I have created for My glory.

(Isaiah 43:6-7)

in Creation

"The heavens are telling of  the glory of  God ."

(Psalm 19:1)

"Bring My sons from afar and My daughters from 

the ends of  the earth, everyone who is called by 

My name, and whom I have created for My glory."

(Isaiah 43:6-7)

in Creation



"Even though they knew God, they did not 
glorify Him as God or give thanks . . .

Professing to be wise, they became fools,and 
exchanged the glory of  the incorruptible God 

for images . . .

They exchanged the truth about God for a lie

and worshiped and served the creature rather 
than the Creator."

(Romans 1:21,22-23,25)

in the Fall



"For all have sinned and fall short

of  the glory of  God."

(Romans 3:23)

The essence of  sin is the belittling

of  God s glory.

(John Piper)

in the Fall



"And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among 

us, and we beheld His glory, glory as of  the 

only begotten from the Father, full of  grace 

and truth."

(John 1:14)

"God . . . has spoken to us in His Son . . . He is 

the radiance of  His glory and the exact 

representation of  His nature."

(Hebrews 1:1-3)

in Jesus Christ



His Preincarnate Glory

His Incarnate Glory Foretold

His Incarnation and Ministry

His Suffering and Death

His Resurrection

His Ascension

His Exaltation

His Second Coming

in Jesus Christ



"He predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus 

Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of  

His will, to the praise of  the glory of  His grace. . . to the 

end that we who were the first to hope in Christ 

would be to the praise of  His glory . . . with a view to the 

redemption of  Gods ownpossession, to the praise of  

His glory.

(Ephesians 1:5-6,12,14)

in Redemption



Christ redeemed us that we might:

ÅGlorify God as God and give thanks

ÅExchange images for the glory of  the 

incorruptible God

ÅExchange the lie for the truth of  God

ÅWorship and serve the Creator rather than 

the creature

(Romans 1:21-25)

in Redemption


