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Mark 8:27 begins by telling us 
the specific area where Jesus 

takes his disciples



27 And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into the 

towns of Caesarea Philippi: and by the way he 

asked his disciples, saying unto them, Whom do 

men say that I am?



This area of Caesarea Philippi was named after 

two prominent figures of that era



Caesarea paid homage to 

Caesar, this would have 

been Julius and not 

Augustus who was reigning 

at the time



The second would 
have been Phillip 
the son of Herod 
the Great who 
inherited the area 
rebuilt the ancient 
city and renamed it 
after Caesar and 
himself



The ancient city was named 
Banias and was dedicated to the 

goat footed Greek God "Pan"



Prior to that the 
Pre-Hellenist deity 
that was 
worshipped there 
was Ba'al-gad or 
Baal-Hermon



The area was most known for its 
fresh water spring and the

"Cave of Pan"



It is interesting to 
note that the Jesus 
raises this question 
in a place that was 
currently known by 
name of two other 
well-known 
personalities



28 And they answered, John the Baptist; but some 

say, Elias; and others, One of the prophets.



The first answer 
suggests the 
lingering grief 
over the recent 
loss of John the 
Baptist at the 
hands of Herod 
of Galilee



Recognizes that 
Jesus was being 
likened to the 
prophets of Old, 
remember that this 
was before there 
was a formal Old 
Testament



"one of the other 
prophets" more 
than likely referred 
to one of the other 
messianic 
personalities of the 
time



These would have included: 
Hezekiah the Bandit, his son 

Menachem, Judas of Galilee or 
the Teacher of Righteousness




