
Pneumatology

The Doctrine of 

The Holy Spirit



Christian Systematic Theology

-
refers to the study of 

the biblical doctrine of 

the Holy Spirit 



Definition

• The term pneumatology comes 

from two Greek words 

• Pneuma meaning “wind,” 

“breath,” or “spirit” (used of the 

Holy Spirit) 

• logos meaning “word,” “matter,” 

or “thing.”



This includes such topics as

• The personality of the Holy 
Spirit

• The deity of the Holy Spirit

• The work of the Holy Spirit 
throughout Scripture



The Active Agent of The Godhead

This term refers to 
who we give credit to 
as the “lead agent” of 
the Godhead at the 
moment.

This does not deny 
any other part of the 
Godhead, but 
distinguishes the 
active agent at that 
moment.



The Father

The Holy SpiritThe Son

The

Godhead

Redeemer

Creator

Sustainer



The Personhood of the Holy Spirit

The personality (and therefore 

“personhood”) of the Holy Spirit has 

been denied by certain groups 

throughout the history of the church 



Some point out that the noun 

for “spirit” in the NT is 

pneuma which is neuter 

and, therefore, the spirit 

is correctly referred to as 

“it” rather than “he.”



There are several lines 

of evidence in the NT 

which argue for the 

personality of the 

Holy Spirit



First, Jesus said he would 

send “another” in his place 

(John 14:16). 

The word for another is allos in Greek 

and refers to another just like Jesus. 

It is reasonable to conclude from this 

that the Spirit is a person since Jesus

is clearly a person. 



Jesus also referred to him as a parakletos
(enabler, encourager, comforter, etc.) 

• Which requires 

that he be a 

person since the 

functions of a 

parakletos are 

personal; Jesus 

functioned as a 

parakletos to the 

disciples.



Facts Regarding the Holy Spirit

• The Spirit makes 
choices                                     
(1 Cor 12:11)

• He teaches (John 
14:26) 

• He guides (John 16:13)
• He reveals Jesus 

(John 16:14)
• He convicts (John 

16:8) 
• He seals believers (2 

Cor 1:21-22) 



Scriptural 

Metaphors for 

the Holy Spirit



The

Infilling

The 

Indwelling

The 

Baptism



Is There a Difference 

Between Receiving the 

Spirit and Being 

Baptized in the Spirit?



Generally speaking, it is the Charismatic 
movement that has introduced the idea of a 

distinction between receiving the Spirit (meaning 
without tongues) and being baptized in the Spirit 

(meaning with tongues). 

• Such a distinction is 

not derived from the 

Biblical data. The 

Biblical descriptions 

identify receiving the 

Spirit to be the same 

as being baptized in 

the Spirit. 



There are not two 

different infillings. 





Comparative 

Chart



Don’t isolate 

your study 

from your 

worship



CONCLUSION

Don’t view the limits of 
exegesis as the 

interpretation of a text. 
Ultimately, the goal of 

exegesis is not 
interpretation, but 

transformation



CONCLUSION

• Don’t assume that because 
you pray, are spiritual, etc., 
that your interpretation is 
right. 

• Laziness in the study is no 
excuse for a poor 
interpretation. 



CONCLUSION

• Further, even if you are 
not lazy, an inaccessible 
interpretation must still 
be judged an improbable 
interpretation.


