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He draws attention to “Jeans Day” with a $1500 personal donation

Kris Patterson steps up for BC 
Children’s Hospital Foundation

Steve Kalugin, local spokesman for the 
BC Children’s Hospital Foundation, grate-
fully accepts a sizable donation from Kris 
Patterson.

“I want to create awareness for Jeans 
Day in BC on April 30,” Kris said on Tues-
day.  “I urge everyone in Port Alberni to 
purchase a $5.00 “Jeans Day” button or a 
$20.00 pin before April 30, then wear jeans 
that day.

Kris, who already has a Jeans Day pin, 
would also like local businesses to encour-
age all their employees to get involved 
and challenge other businesses to do the 
same.

For details on Jeans Day 2009, call Steve 
Kalugin at 250-723-1148.  Remember BC 
Children’s Hospital is the province’s only 
pediatric facility that treats critically ill 
and injured children from birth to age 
16.  The care provided is tailored to the 
unique needs of  children.  Funds raised 
from Jeans Day benefit BC Children’s 
Hospital to purchase urgently needed 
equipment, fund research of  childhood 
illnesses and special projects for public 
education.

Popular SPCA Silent Auction returns on April 26
Donated quilt highlight of 5th annual fundraiser at Cherry Creek Hall
“I used my $100 carbon tax credit to buy 

fabric and batting,” Shirley Bone said as 
she unveiled the beautiful log cabin quilt 
that she has donated to the SPCA.  “My 
husband donated his tax credit to them 
but I asked if  they would rather have a 
quilt to raise money for their silent auc-
tion.”  Shirley, who has been a proud sup-
porter of  the local SPCA for years, would 
like to thank Kismet Quilts for donat-
ing their time in machine quilting her 
masterpiece, which is valued at hundreds 
of  dollars.

“We also have a two-night stay at the 
Tin Wis Resort and whale watching tours 
from Jamie’s Whale Watching Station,” 
Irene Towell, SPCA manager, revealed. 
“Local businesses have been very gener-
ous too, so there will be lots of  door priz-
es, raffles, both live and silent auctions 
– something for everyone.”

Early tickets are $15 each at the SPCA 
shelter, Batstar Café or the Scotia Bank 

and $20 at the door, which opens at 5pm 
on April 26.

Dinner, which is catered to by Batstar 
Café and Picnic, will be served at 6pm at 
the Cherry Creek Hall.  For more informa-
tion on the SPCA’s premier fundraiser of  
the year, or if  you want to donate an item, 
call 250-723-5269.  

“We are happy to arrange for pickup or 
delivery of  items,” Irene added.

AND THIS REMINDER…
On Saturday, April 25, the SPCA is hold-

ing a “vaccination clinic” at the Mancini 
Animal Hospital from 1 to 3pm.  Low-
income dog owners can pre-register and 
pay at the SPCA.  Nail clipping will also 
be available by donation and there will be 
free flea control.  The SPCA will be selling 
hot dogs, holding a bottle drive and bake 
sale during the two-hour clinic.  Further 
details at 250-723-5269. Lynne Schroeder of Kismet Quilts (left), Shirley Bone and the SPCA’s Deb Thierstin, 

proudly show off one of the ‘big ticket’ items in the upcoming Silent Auction – a 74 
by 100-inch donated quilt, created by Shirley. 

Our Town, Our People

WRESTLING

Kris Patterson presents a cheque for $1800 to Jessica Bell, Philanthropy 
of  cer of the BC Children’s Hospital Foundation Vancouver Island.  Also in 
photo is Debbie Preston the philanthropic co-ordinator and Steve Kalugin.
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Steve and Barb Kalugin are the Co-Chairs for the Port 
Alberni chapter of the Community for Kids program 
through BC Children’s Hospital Foundation.  The 
Community for Kids program participates in several 
initiatives throughout the year such as Jeans Day and 
the Festival of Trees. The Kalugins have brought their 
passion and knowledge to this position for more than 
twenty years. 

This donation will be used to purchase a new ECG 
Heart Monitor.  They are used to monitor the patient’s 
heart continuously and records asymptomatic events.
New monitors are needed because they were using a 
very old event monitor called the King of Hearts.  They 
don’t carry parts for these anymore and the ones we had 
were falling apart.  They were also bigger and bulkier 
and not easy for families to use.  These monitors provide  
the data we need to help the hospital provide the best 
care possible to our patients.   Each monitor will bene  t 
about  fty patients annually.

More than 165 children from Port Alberni went to 
Children’s Hospital last year. With this donation and the 
donations collected during the Port Alberni Festival of 
Trees, BC Children’s Hospital is able to purchase 3 new 
ECG monitors for the hospital. The hospital continues 
to have other equipment needs, as well as funding needs 
to help build the new hospital. Please feel free to contact 
Steve or Barb Kalugin, at 250-723-1148 or Debbie 
Preston Philanthropic Coordinator at BC Children’s 
hospital at p: 250-382-1529  c: 250-896-9621 if you are 
interested in making a donation. 

Children’s Hospital Donation

*New bookings only. Prices listed here are per person based on 2 sharing, are very time sensitive and are subject to availability 
at the time of booking. Fuel surcharges, if reinstated by the cruise lines would be additional. CruisePlus  BPCPA #3325-0

 1-877-722-2202   
www.cruiseplus.ca

Big Agency Deals…Small Agency Feel

COASTAL, SAN DIEGO 
& VEGAS

Price INCLUDES 6 night cruise, 1 night San Diego, 
ight from San Diego to Las Vegas, 3 nights 

(4 star) Las Vegas hotel, ight from Las Vegas 
to Vancouver and all taxes!

INSIDE  

$1299*
CAD

SUPERIOR SUITE  

$1599*
CAD

BALCONY  

$1499*
CAD

SEPTEMBER 29, 2013 – 10 Nights – MS WESTERDAM

Vancouver – Astoria – Los Angeles – Avalon – San Diego

BOOK EARLY FOR THIS SPECIAL PACKAGE – 
IT’S A GREAT DEAL!
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Alberni wrestlers compete at Island championships in Ucluelet where boys win fi rst place, girls second

ADSS boys win 26th Island wrestling title
TOM MCEVAY FOR THE TIMES

The Alberni District Second-
ary School wrestling team has 
a rich history and tradition and 
added another milestone to their 
dynasty on the weekend. The 
ADSS Boys Wrestling team won 
the Vancouver Island Second-
ary Wrestling Championship in 
Ucluelet on the weekend for the 
26th time in the past 31 years and 
the 14th year in a row. 

The ADSS boys finished with a 
whopping 119 points, more than 
double the 45 points accumulated 
by second place Dover Bay of  
Nanaimo. 

Timberline of  Campbell River 
were third with 43 points fol-
lowed by Esquimalt of  Victoria 
at 30 points and Cowichan Sec-
ondary at 21 points.  The other 
top ten teams were Queen of  
Angles, Reynolds, Ballenas, Oak 
Bay and Francis Kelsey and Gulf  
Islands tied for tenth. 

The ADSS Girls team was not 
able to make it a clean sweep for 
ADSS as they finished second to 
the host team from Ucluelet.  

Ucluelet was first with 36 points 
with ADSS at 26 points and Cowi-
chan at 21 points. Timberline 
was fourth in the girls division 
with 16 points and Campbell Riv-
er Secondary fifth with 12 points. 
The remaining teams in the top 
10 for the girls were Queen of  
Angles, Dover Bay, Quamichan, 
Francis Kelsey and our own mid-
dle school team from Dunn. 

“The continued dominance of  
our ADSS wrestlers on the Island 
scene is truly a remarkable 
accomplishment,” said Alberni 

Wrestling director Tom McEvay, 
“there are few teams in any sport 
at any level who can show this 
type of  legacy over such a long 
period of  time. We are certainly 
proud of  our young wrestlers, 
their dedicated coaches and the 
amazing support we get from our 
community.”

ADSS wrestlers won nine of  
the 29 weight classes contested 
at the Islands. On the boys side, 
the team was led by their young 
guns. Grade 10 wrestler Dean 
Leyland had the tournament of  
his career so far as he won gold 
in the very tough 70 kg division.

 Not only did Leyland win his 

division, he was selected as the 
events Most Outstanding Male 
Wrestler. 

“Dean had a terrific tourna-
ment,” said head ADSS coach 
John McDonald, “he wrestled to 
his potential and beyond. Every 
match he had was a close battle 
and each time he kept his com-
posure, did what he needed to do 
and pulled out the wins. Some of  
his victories were of  the last sec-
ond variety which is remarkable 
for a grade 10 at a high school 
championship.” 

ADSS grade 10 wrestler Nolan 
Badovinac continued his tremen-
dous season with another tour-

nament victory. 
Badovinac took gold at 74 kg 

and is expected to compete for 
the provincial gold at the B.C.’s 
in two weeks in Duncan. Grade 
11 twins Jesse and Jordan Wag-
ner were unstoppable on route 
to winning the 51 kg and 54 kg 
weight classes respectively. Fel-
low grade 11 Christian Anderson 
was dominant in taking the 90 
kg weight class while grade 12 
wrestler Cole Walton returned 
from injury to win the 110 kg 
weight. 

In the girls division it was 
grade 12 Jordon Bodnar winning 
her unprecedented 5th straight 
Island gold at 43 kg.  Bodnar is 
also a four-time B.C. champion 
and will lead the ADSS girls into 
the B.C.’s in Duncan. Grade 10 
wrestler Remi Wells continued 
her outstanding season with 
an Island gold at 57 kg. Up and 
coming Grade 9 wrestler Micaela 
Dick surprised no one in winning 
the 69 kg weight class. Despite 
being so young both Wells and 
Dick could compete for medals at 
the B.C.’s this year.

The strength of  the Alberni 
Wrestling program is not just 
evident in their gold medal 
results. Six local wrestlers 

brought home silver medals 
and five captured bronze. ADSS 
captain and grade 12 wrestler 
Jonathan Spencer took second 
at 74 kg while fellow graduating 
wrestler Bailey Durning was sec-
ond at 64 kg on the girls side.  

Both of  these senior wrestlers 
will be medal threats in Duncan. 
Grade 10’s Lauren Barker, Michel 
Kurucz took silvers at 57 and 60 
kg as did another young ADSS 
wrestler Julia McGowan at 69 kg. 
Grade 8 wrestler Trevor Barker 
of  Dunn was second at 38 kg.

Bronze medalists for the ADSS 
boys were grade 12 Sheldon Had-
dad at 60 kg and grade 10 Eryk 
McKenzie (Cardinal) at 70 kg. 
Both had terrific tournaments 
and according to their coaches 
impressed everyone in attend-
ance. On the girls side, Grade 11 
Elise Huffman was third at 69 kg 
while a couple of  local middle 
school wrestlers Summer Wass 
(Dunn 51 kg) and Isabella Jones 
(Neill 60 kg) were also bronze 
medalists.

Rounding out the top six pla-
cers for local wrestlers were 
fourth place finishers Jarred 
Beckett (ADSS 48 kg), Matt Grim-
ston (Dunn 60 kg) and Kalissa 
Montgomery (Dunn 47 kg) . Pla-
cing sixth were Morgan Dagenais 
(Dunn 54 kg), Johannes Kulich 
(ADSS 70 kg) and Trenton Van-
derkooi (Dunn 74 kg). 

Russell David of  ADSS had to 
withdraw due to illness and will 
be given a chance of  a wrestle-off  
this week to still qualify for the 
provincials. 

The top 5 boys and top 6 girls 
qualified for the BC’s.

With the Island now behind 
them the complete attention for 
the local wrestlers will be prep-
aration for the B.C.’s in Duncan 
Feb. 28 to March 2nd.  

“This week will be a hard week 
at practise as we push our wrest-
lers every day, “ said McDonald, 
“by next week we begin to tapper 
and just make sure everyone is 
healthy and on weight. 

“We will be extremely com-
petitive in both boys and girls 
at the B.C.’s and we are proud 
to have a shot at an unequalled 
fourth straight Combined/
Aggregate title.” 

Alberni District Secondary School wrestler Dean Leyland pins his opponent en route to a Vancouver Island Secondary 
Wrestling Championship win in Ucluelet on the weekend. [SUBMITTED]

Got
Plans?

Send us your photos and info for the
“Alberni Album” feature page

Do you have a special event, 
tournament or celebration?

Call with your info 
        to the 

          or e-mail Heather: 
               news@avtimes.net

Submit high resolution photos and event info along 
with a contact name & telephone number to the Alberni Valley Times

“Your Community Connection” and headquarters to get your 
information out to the Alberni Valley!

4918 Napier St. 250.723.8171

HOCKEY

Stewart named BCHL’s best
SCOTT MCKENZIE ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

Hunter Stewart’s family needs to 
visit Vancouver Island more often.

On Monday, the BCHL named the 
18-year-old Alberni Valley Bulldog 
forward Stewart as the league’s 
Player of the Week. 

Stewart’s teammate, Evan Tiro-
nese, received an honourable men-
tion for the award after a three-
game weekend in which he scored 
one goal and nine assists.

Stewart had five goals and two 
assists as the Dogs managed to 
pick up four of a possible six points 
in three games over the weekend.  
It all came when his family was 
visiting the Alberni Valley from 
Calgary, following the team on the 
weekend. 

“Playing with two quality line-
mates makes it easy to have team 

success,” Stewart said. “It was 
extra special to have a good week-
end in front of my parents and 
brother Buckley.”

He opened the weekend with a 
hat trick, including the game-win-
ner against the Powell River Kings, 
and first star nod. Stewart was also 
named as Sunday’s first star when 
the Bulldogs overcame a 3-0 deficit 
to beat the West Kelowna Warriors 
5-4 in overtime – Stewart scored 
twice in the second period.

“It’s nice to see Hunter finally 
find his step heading into playoffs 
after being injured early this sea-
son,” Bulldogs head coach Kevin 
Willison said.

The Bulldogs are on the road 
Friday in Nanaimo, and back home 
Saturday night against Surrey.

SMcKenzie@avtimes.net



It’s Alan Boyko’s
80TH Birthday
Open House at the Legion, 

Sat.,  Oct. 10, 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Best Wishes Only

KRISTI DOBSON ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

Kris Patterson was born 
and raised in the Alberni 
Valley and is a familiar 

face in the community.  
When his father, Ike Patter-

son, completed broadcasting 
school in Squamish, he arrived 
in Port Alberni to get his feet 
wet at CJAV. His intent was 
a temporary stay, but he met 
Linda, fell in love, and decided 
to stay to raise a family. 

Kris has memories of  those 
days, when he and his siblings, 
Aaron and Tara, often visited 
the studio. 

“There was orange shag 
carpet,” Kris said. “I enjoyed 
spending time there and we 
were sometimes able to voice 
commercials.”

Although he enjoyed a 
well-rounded childhood with 
softball, soccer and building 
forts in the neighbourhood, he 
gained a strong work ethic at a 
young age. Since then, he has 
always enjoyed working hard 
and keeping busy. 

His first job was delivering 
the Times Colonist and the 
Courier at age 10.

After graduating from ADSS 
in 1994, he started working as 
a fire fighter for the BC Forest 
Service for two summers. 

From there, he started volun-
teering with the KUU-US Crisis 
Line Society, which turned 
into a paid position until 2000. 
While there in 1999, he partici-
pated in a youth work project 
under the direction of  Kenn 
Whiteman. Based out of  the 
former Alberni Mall, the group 
was responsible for the market-
ing and promotion of  events. 

In September 2000, just before 
leaving the crisis line society, 
Kris simultaneously worked at 
Dob City Bingo until 2007 and 
night shift at 7-11.

While juggling employment 
and a relationship, Kris had 
his first child, Ella in 2004. She 
unfortunately passed away at 
three days old from a baterial 
infection she contracted while 
in  the hospital. 

The following year, twins, 
Connor and Michael entered 
his life. Shortly after, Kris was 
forced to overcome another 
challenge. He was involved in 
a car accident and underwent 
eight months of  physiotherapy. 

By 2007, Kris was required to 
take three weeks holiday from 
Dob City Bingo, but rather 
than taking time off, he joined 
the team at the former Penny-
worth newspaper, where his 
mother was the publisher. That 
decision sparked an interest in 
the field and opened up oppor-
tunities in sales. 

“Working with family is not 
as easy as I thought it would 
be,” Kris said. “It was tough 
when my mom got sick because 
she wanted to stay at home as 
long as she could.” 

“Fast forward seven months 
later, my dad died,” he said. 
“It was the day before my 35th 
birthday.” 

He said the community 
showed a lot of  support during 
this difficult time. 

“When my parents passed 
away, the community pulled 
together and really helped out,” 
Kris said. 

From those tragedies came 
opportunities for Kris to 
further develop his passions 
for history, writing and com-
munity development. He dug 
through boxes of  Ike’s research 
material and photos, many of  
which he immediately donated 
to the Alberni Valley Museum 
to keep for posterity. He then 
had the idea to finish the book 
his father always wanted. 

“I thought, ‘how hard could it 

be,’” he said. “But I almost quit 
many times.”

After former museum direc-
tor Jean McIntosh wrote the 
forward, he decided to finish 
what he started. 

Shortly after long-time 
employee of  the AV Times, Mar-
garet Gard, retired, he met her 
replacement, Phil Littlewood. 
The two came up with a plan to 
put This Was Then Volume 1 to 
print. 

“That was a turning point 
in my life and helped with the 
healing,” he said. 

Kris’ next publication was a 
grief  and loss book taken from 
his loss of  his daughter, It was 
written from a father’s perspec-
tive. That preceded volumes 
two and three of  This Was 
Then. 

In 2014, he wrote a self  help 
book and a sales book, all while 
working as an advertising sales 
representative with the AV 
Times. 

When not working, Kris is 
involved in volunteer positions. 
He joined the board of  the 
Chamber of  Commerce in 2013, 
was elected second vice-presi-
dent in 2014 and is currently 
vice-president. He also sits on 
the Chamber of  Commerce’s 
membership and awards com-
mittees and represents the 
Chamber on the Alberni-Clay-
oquot Regional District solid 
waste plan committee.

He is also currently a member 
of  the Young Professional Port 
Alberni.  

Kris has also 

been a strong supporter of  the 
Raise-a-Reader campaign since 
2007. 

“With the help of  people like 
Pam Craig and Tom Weegar, we 
have raised about $400,000 in 
local money,” Kris said. 

Along with events with the 
KUU-US Crisis Line Society 
and Chamber of  Commerce, 
Kris volunteered with the 
Community Policing Office and 
spent 18 months of  weekends 
upgrading homes for the Port 
Alberni Non-Profit Housing 
Association. 

“My dad always taught me 
that if  you love your commun-
ity, you need to do things to 
help others,” Kris said. 

Looking to the future, 

Kris hopes to use his know-
ledge, experience and love of  
Port Alberni to benefit his 
hometown.

“This paper has been a large 
part of  my identity, not just for 
work, but for myself,” Kris said. 
“It is sad to see a paper with 
ties back to 1907 come to an 
end, but each end brings a new 
beginning, whatever form that 
takes.” 

Kris’ immediate plan is to find 
out what opportunities await 
and discover what his next pas-
sion will be. He is sure to put 
his all into whatever comes his 
way.

Kristi.Dobson@avtimes.net
250-723-8171 ext 238

VALLEY FACES
Getting to know the people who live in the Alberni Valley

AV Times staffer looks to future with hopes

Kris Patterson has been a familiar face in local newspapers since 2007. 
[CHRIS FINLAYSON, FOR THE TIMES]
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Mid-Island Realty
Independently Owned & Operated

4994 Argyle St.

Chris 
Colclough
250-723-4292

Putting Your Needs First!

Feature of the Week

2955 3RD AVENUE $24,500

New Price

BAICH'S NATURAL FOODS
- 1st health food store in the valley
- same location since 1970
- personal care products, herbs

- minerals and vitamins
- organic grains and flours
- be your own boss

Name: ____________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________________

Enter to Win 2 Tickets  
to one of this week’s shows

Drop off entries at the AV Times (4819 Napier St.)
Must be 19+ to enter.

Char’s 19+ Public House
Mon through Fri 4-10pm

Sat & Sun 1-10pm     

FMI 778-421-2427
www.charslanding.

com

Sat, Oct 10th, 8-10pm 
Ken Stead + Erin Kay

Inspirational Folk

Sun, Oct 11th, 2:30-4:30pm 
Terry Gillespie blues/folk/R&B

with Lyndell Montgomery (bass fiddle)

Tue, Oct 13th, 7-9pm 
Nathaniel Krikke

Thoughtful Gospel Folk Music 

Wed, Oct 14th , 5:30-7:00pm
Alberni Valley Chamber of 
Commerce - Business After 

Business

Book your company holiday party 
now! (starting from $250)

Try one of our 
CAKES for your 
Special Occasion!

Say “Happy Birthday” or “Happy Anniversary” to someone special and 
they could win a SUB from RHM SUBS, a CAKE from QUALITY FOODS OR  

a GIFT CARD from THE SUGAR SHAK

Phone in your BIRTHDAY or ANNIVERSARY greeting to Alberni Valley Times – 250-723-8171 by  
5 PM TUESDAY and we’ll print it free of charge. This week’s gift card, cake & sub winner is 

indicated by logo. Pick up your certificate at our office – 4918 Napier Street. (Proof of identity 
required.) Birthdays may be put together from various family members if there is lack of space.

Anniversary & Birthday

Greetings

Sept 30
---PARAMOUNT TICKETS----Happy Belated 24th 
Birthday Desi Fry, love Grandma, Grandpa, Aunties 
Sheryl, Sandra and Uncles Doug & Norm

Oct 4
Happy 1st birthday Bentley, love Grandma, Grandpa, 
Aunties Sheryl, Sandra and Uncles Doug & Norm

Oct 5
Happy Birthday Ken love Tom & Wendy

Oct 8
Happy Birthday Lesley love Tom & Wendy

Oct 20
Happy Birthday Tom lots of love Wendy
Happy Birthday to my best friend Kairi Trott from Jamie 
Amos

3500-3rd Avenue

250-720-2790
 * Available on Specific Sizes

1st Month FREE!*

It’s Alan Boyko’s
80TH Birthday
Open House at the Legion, 

Sat.,  Oct. 10, 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Best Wishes Only

KRISTI DOBSON ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

Kris Patterson was born 
and raised in the Alberni 
Valley and is a familiar 

face in the community.  
When his father, Ike Patter-

son, completed broadcasting 
school in Squamish, he arrived 
in Port Alberni to get his feet 
wet at CJAV. His intent was 
a temporary stay, but he met 
Linda, fell in love, and decided 
to stay to raise a family. 

Kris has memories of  those 
days, when he and his siblings, 
Aaron and Tara, often visited 
the studio. 

“There was orange shag 
carpet,” Kris said. “I enjoyed 
spending time there and we 
were sometimes able to voice 
commercials.”

Although he enjoyed a 
well-rounded childhood with 
softball, soccer and building 
forts in the neighbourhood, he 
gained a strong work ethic at a 
young age. Since then, he has 
always enjoyed working hard 
and keeping busy. 

His first job was delivering 
the Times Colonist and the 
Courier at age 10.

After graduating from ADSS 
in 1994, he started working as 
a fire fighter for the BC Forest 
Service for two summers. 

From there, he started volun-
teering with the KUU-US Crisis 
Line Society, which turned 
into a paid position until 2000. 
While there in 1999, he partici-
pated in a youth work project 
under the direction of  Kenn 
Whiteman. Based out of  the 
former Alberni Mall, the group 
was responsible for the market-
ing and promotion of  events. 

In September 2000, just before 
leaving the crisis line society, 
Kris simultaneously worked at 
Dob City Bingo until 2007 and 
night shift at 7-11.

While juggling employment 
and a relationship, Kris had 
his first child, Ella in 2004. She 
unfortunately passed away at 
three days old from a baterial 
infection she contracted while 
in  the hospital. 

The following year, twins, 
Connor and Michael entered 
his life. Shortly after, Kris was 
forced to overcome another 
challenge. He was involved in 
a car accident and underwent 
eight months of  physiotherapy. 

By 2007, Kris was required to 
take three weeks holiday from 
Dob City Bingo, but rather 
than taking time off, he joined 
the team at the former Penny-
worth newspaper, where his 
mother was the publisher. That 
decision sparked an interest in 
the field and opened up oppor-
tunities in sales. 

“Working with family is not 
as easy as I thought it would 
be,” Kris said. “It was tough 
when my mom got sick because 
she wanted to stay at home as 
long as she could.” 

“Fast forward seven months 
later, my dad died,” he said. 
“It was the day before my 35th 
birthday.” 

He said the community 
showed a lot of  support during 
this difficult time. 

“When my parents passed 
away, the community pulled 
together and really helped out,” 
Kris said. 

From those tragedies came 
opportunities for Kris to 
further develop his passions 
for history, writing and com-
munity development. He dug 
through boxes of  Ike’s research 
material and photos, many of  
which he immediately donated 
to the Alberni Valley Museum 
to keep for posterity. He then 
had the idea to finish the book 
his father always wanted. 

“I thought, ‘how hard could it 

be,’” he said. “But I almost quit 
many times.”

After former museum direc-
tor Jean McIntosh wrote the 
forward, he decided to finish 
what he started. 

Shortly after long-time 
employee of  the AV Times, Mar-
garet Gard, retired, he met her 
replacement, Phil Littlewood. 
The two came up with a plan to 
put This Was Then Volume 1 to 
print. 

“That was a turning point 
in my life and helped with the 
healing,” he said. 

Kris’ next publication was a 
grief  and loss book taken from 
his loss of  his daughter, It was 
written from a father’s perspec-
tive. That preceded volumes 
two and three of  This Was 
Then. 

In 2014, he wrote a self  help 
book and a sales book, all while 
working as an advertising sales 
representative with the AV 
Times. 

When not working, Kris is 
involved in volunteer positions. 
He joined the board of  the 
Chamber of  Commerce in 2013, 
was elected second vice-presi-
dent in 2014 and is currently 
vice-president. He also sits on 
the Chamber of  Commerce’s 
membership and awards com-
mittees and represents the 
Chamber on the Alberni-Clay-
oquot Regional District solid 
waste plan committee.

He is also currently a member 
of  the Young Professional Port 
Alberni.  

Kris has also 

been a strong supporter of  the 
Raise-a-Reader campaign since 
2007. 

“With the help of  people like 
Pam Craig and Tom Weegar, we 
have raised about $400,000 in 
local money,” Kris said. 

Along with events with the 
KUU-US Crisis Line Society 
and Chamber of  Commerce, 
Kris volunteered with the 
Community Policing Office and 
spent 18 months of  weekends 
upgrading homes for the Port 
Alberni Non-Profit Housing 
Association. 

“My dad always taught me 
that if  you love your commun-
ity, you need to do things to 
help others,” Kris said. 

Looking to the future, 

Kris hopes to use his know-
ledge, experience and love of  
Port Alberni to benefit his 
hometown.

“This paper has been a large 
part of  my identity, not just for 
work, but for myself,” Kris said. 
“It is sad to see a paper with 
ties back to 1907 come to an 
end, but each end brings a new 
beginning, whatever form that 
takes.” 

Kris’ immediate plan is to find 
out what opportunities await 
and discover what his next pas-
sion will be. He is sure to put 
his all into whatever comes his 
way.

Kristi.Dobson@avtimes.net
250-723-8171 ext 238
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AV Times staffer looks to future with hopes

Kris Patterson has been a familiar face in local newspapers since 2007. 
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Mid-Island Realty
Independently Owned & Operated

4994 Argyle St.

Chris 
Colclough
250-723-4292

Putting Your Needs First!

Feature of the Week

2955 3RD AVENUE $24,500

New Price

BAICH'S NATURAL FOODS
- 1st health food store in the valley
- same location since 1970
- personal care products, herbs

- minerals and vitamins
- organic grains and flours
- be your own boss

Name: ____________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________________

Enter to Win 2 Tickets  
to one of this week’s shows

Drop off entries at the AV Times (4819 Napier St.)
Must be 19+ to enter.

Char’s 19+ Public House
Mon through Fri 4-10pm

Sat & Sun 1-10pm     

FMI 778-421-2427
www.charslanding.

com

Sat, Oct 10th, 8-10pm 
Ken Stead + Erin Kay

Inspirational Folk

Sun, Oct 11th, 2:30-4:30pm 
Terry Gillespie blues/folk/R&B

with Lyndell Montgomery (bass fiddle)

Tue, Oct 13th, 7-9pm 
Nathaniel Krikke

Thoughtful Gospel Folk Music 

Wed, Oct 14th , 5:30-7:00pm
Alberni Valley Chamber of 
Commerce - Business After 

Business

Book your company holiday party 
now! (starting from $250)

Try one of our 
CAKES for your 
Special Occasion!

Say “Happy Birthday” or “Happy Anniversary” to someone special and 
they could win a SUB from RHM SUBS, a CAKE from QUALITY FOODS OR  

a GIFT CARD from THE SUGAR SHAK

Phone in your BIRTHDAY or ANNIVERSARY greeting to Alberni Valley Times – 250-723-8171 by  
5 PM TUESDAY and we’ll print it free of charge. This week’s gift card, cake & sub winner is 

indicated by logo. Pick up your certificate at our office – 4918 Napier Street. (Proof of identity 
required.) Birthdays may be put together from various family members if there is lack of space.

Anniversary & Birthday

Greetings

Sept 30
---PARAMOUNT TICKETS----Happy Belated 24th 
Birthday Desi Fry, love Grandma, Grandpa, Aunties 
Sheryl, Sandra and Uncles Doug & Norm

Oct 4
Happy 1st birthday Bentley, love Grandma, Grandpa, 
Aunties Sheryl, Sandra and Uncles Doug & Norm

Oct 5
Happy Birthday Ken love Tom & Wendy

Oct 8
Happy Birthday Lesley love Tom & Wendy

Oct 20
Happy Birthday Tom lots of love Wendy
Happy Birthday to my best friend Kairi Trott from Jamie 
Amos

3500-3rd Avenue

250-720-2790
 * Available on Specific Sizes

1st Month FREE!*

It’s Alan Boyko’s
80TH Birthday
Open House at the Legion, 

Sat.,  Oct. 10, 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Best Wishes Only

KRISTI DOBSON ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

Kris Patterson was born 
and raised in the Alberni 
Valley and is a familiar 

face in the community.  
When his father, Ike Patter-

son, completed broadcasting 
school in Squamish, he arrived 
in Port Alberni to get his feet 
wet at CJAV. His intent was 
a temporary stay, but he met 
Linda, fell in love, and decided 
to stay to raise a family. 

Kris has memories of  those 
days, when he and his siblings, 
Aaron and Tara, often visited 
the studio. 

“There was orange shag 
carpet,” Kris said. “I enjoyed 
spending time there and we 
were sometimes able to voice 
commercials.”

Although he enjoyed a 
well-rounded childhood with 
softball, soccer and building 
forts in the neighbourhood, he 
gained a strong work ethic at a 
young age. Since then, he has 
always enjoyed working hard 
and keeping busy. 

His first job was delivering 
the Times Colonist and the 
Courier at age 10.

After graduating from ADSS 
in 1994, he started working as 
a fire fighter for the BC Forest 
Service for two summers. 

From there, he started volun-
teering with the KUU-US Crisis 
Line Society, which turned 
into a paid position until 2000. 
While there in 1999, he partici-
pated in a youth work project 
under the direction of  Kenn 
Whiteman. Based out of  the 
former Alberni Mall, the group 
was responsible for the market-
ing and promotion of  events. 

In September 2000, just before 
leaving the crisis line society, 
Kris simultaneously worked at 
Dob City Bingo until 2007 and 
night shift at 7-11.

While juggling employment 
and a relationship, Kris had 
his first child, Ella in 2004. She 
unfortunately passed away at 
three days old from a baterial 
infection she contracted while 
in  the hospital. 

The following year, twins, 
Connor and Michael entered 
his life. Shortly after, Kris was 
forced to overcome another 
challenge. He was involved in 
a car accident and underwent 
eight months of  physiotherapy. 

By 2007, Kris was required to 
take three weeks holiday from 
Dob City Bingo, but rather 
than taking time off, he joined 
the team at the former Penny-
worth newspaper, where his 
mother was the publisher. That 
decision sparked an interest in 
the field and opened up oppor-
tunities in sales. 

“Working with family is not 
as easy as I thought it would 
be,” Kris said. “It was tough 
when my mom got sick because 
she wanted to stay at home as 
long as she could.” 

“Fast forward seven months 
later, my dad died,” he said. 
“It was the day before my 35th 
birthday.” 

He said the community 
showed a lot of  support during 
this difficult time. 

“When my parents passed 
away, the community pulled 
together and really helped out,” 
Kris said. 

From those tragedies came 
opportunities for Kris to 
further develop his passions 
for history, writing and com-
munity development. He dug 
through boxes of  Ike’s research 
material and photos, many of  
which he immediately donated 
to the Alberni Valley Museum 
to keep for posterity. He then 
had the idea to finish the book 
his father always wanted. 

“I thought, ‘how hard could it 

be,’” he said. “But I almost quit 
many times.”

After former museum direc-
tor Jean McIntosh wrote the 
forward, he decided to finish 
what he started. 

Shortly after long-time 
employee of  the AV Times, Mar-
garet Gard, retired, he met her 
replacement, Phil Littlewood. 
The two came up with a plan to 
put This Was Then Volume 1 to 
print. 

“That was a turning point 
in my life and helped with the 
healing,” he said. 

Kris’ next publication was a 
grief  and loss book taken from 
his loss of  his daughter, It was 
written from a father’s perspec-
tive. That preceded volumes 
two and three of  This Was 
Then. 

In 2014, he wrote a self  help 
book and a sales book, all while 
working as an advertising sales 
representative with the AV 
Times. 

When not working, Kris is 
involved in volunteer positions. 
He joined the board of  the 
Chamber of  Commerce in 2013, 
was elected second vice-presi-
dent in 2014 and is currently 
vice-president. He also sits on 
the Chamber of  Commerce’s 
membership and awards com-
mittees and represents the 
Chamber on the Alberni-Clay-
oquot Regional District solid 
waste plan committee.

He is also currently a member 
of  the Young Professional Port 
Alberni.  

Kris has also 

been a strong supporter of  the 
Raise-a-Reader campaign since 
2007. 

“With the help of  people like 
Pam Craig and Tom Weegar, we 
have raised about $400,000 in 
local money,” Kris said. 

Along with events with the 
KUU-US Crisis Line Society 
and Chamber of  Commerce, 
Kris volunteered with the 
Community Policing Office and 
spent 18 months of  weekends 
upgrading homes for the Port 
Alberni Non-Profit Housing 
Association. 

“My dad always taught me 
that if  you love your commun-
ity, you need to do things to 
help others,” Kris said. 

Looking to the future, 

Kris hopes to use his know-
ledge, experience and love of  
Port Alberni to benefit his 
hometown.

“This paper has been a large 
part of  my identity, not just for 
work, but for myself,” Kris said. 
“It is sad to see a paper with 
ties back to 1907 come to an 
end, but each end brings a new 
beginning, whatever form that 
takes.” 

Kris’ immediate plan is to find 
out what opportunities await 
and discover what his next pas-
sion will be. He is sure to put 
his all into whatever comes his 
way.

Kristi.Dobson@avtimes.net
250-723-8171 ext 238

VALLEY FACES
Getting to know the people who live in the Alberni Valley

AV Times staffer looks to future with hopes

Kris Patterson has been a familiar face in local newspapers since 2007. 
[CHRIS FINLAYSON, FOR THE TIMES]
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Kris Patterson was born 
and raised in the Alberni 
Valley and is a familiar 

face in the community.  
When his father, Ike Patter-

son, completed broadcasting 
school in Squamish, he arrived 
in Port Alberni to get his feet 
wet at CJAV. His intent was 
a temporary stay, but he met 
Linda, fell in love, and decided 
to stay to raise a family. 

Kris has memories of  those 
days, when he and his siblings, 
Aaron and Tara, often visited 
the studio. 

“There was orange shag 
carpet,” Kris said. “I enjoyed 
spending time there and we 
were sometimes able to voice 
commercials.”

Although he enjoyed a 
well-rounded childhood with 
softball, soccer and building 
forts in the neighbourhood, he 
gained a strong work ethic at a 
young age. Since then, he has 
always enjoyed working hard 
and keeping busy. 

His first job was delivering 
the Times Colonist and the 
Courier at age 10.

After graduating from ADSS 
in 1994, he started working as 
a fire fighter for the BC Forest 
Service for two summers. 

From there, he started volun-
teering with the KUU-US Crisis 
Line Society, which turned 
into a paid position until 2000. 
While there in 1999, he partici-
pated in a youth work project 
under the direction of  Kenn 
Whiteman. Based out of  the 
former Alberni Mall, the group 
was responsible for the market-
ing and promotion of  events. 

In September 2000, just before 
leaving the crisis line society, 
Kris simultaneously worked at 
Dob City Bingo until 2007 and 
night shift at 7-11.

While juggling employment 
and a relationship, Kris had 
his first child, Ella in 2004. She 
unfortunately passed away at 
three days old from a baterial 
infection she contracted while 
in  the hospital. 

The following year, twins, 
Connor and Michael entered 
his life. Shortly after, Kris was 
forced to overcome another 
challenge. He was involved in 
a car accident and underwent 
eight months of  physiotherapy. 

By 2007, Kris was required to 
take three weeks holiday from 
Dob City Bingo, but rather 
than taking time off, he joined 
the team at the former Penny-
worth newspaper, where his 
mother was the publisher. That 
decision sparked an interest in 
the field and opened up oppor-
tunities in sales. 

“Working with family is not 
as easy as I thought it would 
be,” Kris said. “It was tough 
when my mom got sick because 
she wanted to stay at home as 
long as she could.” 

“Fast forward seven months 
later, my dad died,” he said. 
“It was the day before my 35th 
birthday.” 

He said the community 
showed a lot of  support during 
this difficult time. 

“When my parents passed 
away, the community pulled 
together and really helped out,” 
Kris said. 

From those tragedies came 
opportunities for Kris to 
further develop his passions 
for history, writing and com-
munity development. He dug 
through boxes of  Ike’s research 
material and photos, many of  
which he immediately donated 
to the Alberni Valley Museum 
to keep for posterity. He then 
had the idea to finish the book 
his father always wanted. 

“I thought, ‘how hard could it 

be,’” he said. “But I almost quit 
many times.”

After former museum direc-
tor Jean McIntosh wrote the 
forward, he decided to finish 
what he started. 

Shortly after long-time 
employee of  the AV Times, Mar-
garet Gard, retired, he met her 
replacement, Phil Littlewood. 
The two came up with a plan to 
put This Was Then Volume 1 to 
print. 

“That was a turning point 
in my life and helped with the 
healing,” he said. 

Kris’ next publication was a 
grief  and loss book taken from 
his loss of  his daughter, It was 
written from a father’s perspec-
tive. That preceded volumes 
two and three of  This Was 
Then. 

In 2014, he wrote a self  help 
book and a sales book, all while 
working as an advertising sales 
representative with the AV 
Times. 

When not working, Kris is 
involved in volunteer positions. 
He joined the board of  the 
Chamber of  Commerce in 2013, 
was elected second vice-presi-
dent in 2014 and is currently 
vice-president. He also sits on 
the Chamber of  Commerce’s 
membership and awards com-
mittees and represents the 
Chamber on the Alberni-Clay-
oquot Regional District solid 
waste plan committee.

He is also currently a member 
of  the Young Professional Port 
Alberni.  

Kris has also 

been a strong supporter of  the 
Raise-a-Reader campaign since 
2007. 

“With the help of  people like 
Pam Craig and Tom Weegar, we 
have raised about $400,000 in 
local money,” Kris said. 

Along with events with the 
KUU-US Crisis Line Society 
and Chamber of  Commerce, 
Kris volunteered with the 
Community Policing Office and 
spent 18 months of  weekends 
upgrading homes for the Port 
Alberni Non-Profit Housing 
Association. 

“My dad always taught me 
that if  you love your commun-
ity, you need to do things to 
help others,” Kris said. 

Looking to the future, 

Kris hopes to use his know-
ledge, experience and love of  
Port Alberni to benefit his 
hometown.

“This paper has been a large 
part of  my identity, not just for 
work, but for myself,” Kris said. 
“It is sad to see a paper with 
ties back to 1907 come to an 
end, but each end brings a new 
beginning, whatever form that 
takes.” 

Kris’ immediate plan is to find 
out what opportunities await 
and discover what his next pas-
sion will be. He is sure to put 
his all into whatever comes his 
way.

Kristi.Dobson@avtimes.net
250-723-8171 ext 238
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Kris Patterson was born 
and raised in the Alberni 
Valley and is a familiar 

face in the community.  
When his father, Ike Patter-

son, completed broadcasting 
school in Squamish, he arrived 
in Port Alberni to get his feet 
wet at CJAV. His intent was 
a temporary stay, but he met 
Linda, fell in love, and decided 
to stay to raise a family. 

Kris has memories of  those 
days, when he and his siblings, 
Aaron and Tara, often visited 
the studio. 

“There was orange shag 
carpet,” Kris said. “I enjoyed 
spending time there and we 
were sometimes able to voice 
commercials.”

Although he enjoyed a 
well-rounded childhood with 
softball, soccer and building 
forts in the neighbourhood, he 
gained a strong work ethic at a 
young age. Since then, he has 
always enjoyed working hard 
and keeping busy. 

His first job was delivering 
the Times Colonist and the 
Courier at age 10.

After graduating from ADSS 
in 1994, he started working as 
a fire fighter for the BC Forest 
Service for two summers. 

From there, he started volun-
teering with the KUU-US Crisis 
Line Society, which turned 
into a paid position until 2000. 
While there in 1999, he partici-
pated in a youth work project 
under the direction of  Kenn 
Whiteman. Based out of  the 
former Alberni Mall, the group 
was responsible for the market-
ing and promotion of  events. 

In September 2000, just before 
leaving the crisis line society, 
Kris simultaneously worked at 
Dob City Bingo until 2007 and 
night shift at 7-11.

While juggling employment 
and a relationship, Kris had 
his first child, Ella in 2004. She 
unfortunately passed away at 
three days old from a baterial 
infection she contracted while 
in  the hospital. 

The following year, twins, 
Connor and Michael entered 
his life. Shortly after, Kris was 
forced to overcome another 
challenge. He was involved in 
a car accident and underwent 
eight months of  physiotherapy. 

By 2007, Kris was required to 
take three weeks holiday from 
Dob City Bingo, but rather 
than taking time off, he joined 
the team at the former Penny-
worth newspaper, where his 
mother was the publisher. That 
decision sparked an interest in 
the field and opened up oppor-
tunities in sales. 

“Working with family is not 
as easy as I thought it would 
be,” Kris said. “It was tough 
when my mom got sick because 
she wanted to stay at home as 
long as she could.” 

“Fast forward seven months 
later, my dad died,” he said. 
“It was the day before my 35th 
birthday.” 

He said the community 
showed a lot of  support during 
this difficult time. 

“When my parents passed 
away, the community pulled 
together and really helped out,” 
Kris said. 

From those tragedies came 
opportunities for Kris to 
further develop his passions 
for history, writing and com-
munity development. He dug 
through boxes of  Ike’s research 
material and photos, many of  
which he immediately donated 
to the Alberni Valley Museum 
to keep for posterity. He then 
had the idea to finish the book 
his father always wanted. 

“I thought, ‘how hard could it 

be,’” he said. “But I almost quit 
many times.”

After former museum direc-
tor Jean McIntosh wrote the 
forward, he decided to finish 
what he started. 

Shortly after long-time 
employee of  the AV Times, Mar-
garet Gard, retired, he met her 
replacement, Phil Littlewood. 
The two came up with a plan to 
put This Was Then Volume 1 to 
print. 

“That was a turning point 
in my life and helped with the 
healing,” he said. 

Kris’ next publication was a 
grief  and loss book taken from 
his loss of  his daughter, It was 
written from a father’s perspec-
tive. That preceded volumes 
two and three of  This Was 
Then. 

In 2014, he wrote a self  help 
book and a sales book, all while 
working as an advertising sales 
representative with the AV 
Times. 

When not working, Kris is 
involved in volunteer positions. 
He joined the board of  the 
Chamber of  Commerce in 2013, 
was elected second vice-presi-
dent in 2014 and is currently 
vice-president. He also sits on 
the Chamber of  Commerce’s 
membership and awards com-
mittees and represents the 
Chamber on the Alberni-Clay-
oquot Regional District solid 
waste plan committee.

He is also currently a member 
of  the Young Professional Port 
Alberni.  

Kris has also 

been a strong supporter of  the 
Raise-a-Reader campaign since 
2007. 

“With the help of  people like 
Pam Craig and Tom Weegar, we 
have raised about $400,000 in 
local money,” Kris said. 

Along with events with the 
KUU-US Crisis Line Society 
and Chamber of  Commerce, 
Kris volunteered with the 
Community Policing Office and 
spent 18 months of  weekends 
upgrading homes for the Port 
Alberni Non-Profit Housing 
Association. 

“My dad always taught me 
that if  you love your commun-
ity, you need to do things to 
help others,” Kris said. 

Looking to the future, 

Kris hopes to use his know-
ledge, experience and love of  
Port Alberni to benefit his 
hometown.

“This paper has been a large 
part of  my identity, not just for 
work, but for myself,” Kris said. 
“It is sad to see a paper with 
ties back to 1907 come to an 
end, but each end brings a new 
beginning, whatever form that 
takes.” 

Kris’ immediate plan is to find 
out what opportunities await 
and discover what his next pas-
sion will be. He is sure to put 
his all into whatever comes his 
way.

Kristi.Dobson@avtimes.net
250-723-8171 ext 238
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Colclough
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Putting Your Needs First!

Feature of the Week

2955 3RD AVENUE $24,500

New Price

BAICH'S NATURAL FOODS
- 1st health food store in the valley
- same location since 1970
- personal care products, herbs

- minerals and vitamins
- organic grains and flours
- be your own boss

Name: ____________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________________

Enter to Win 2 Tickets  
to one of this week’s shows

Drop off entries at the AV Times (4819 Napier St.)
Must be 19+ to enter.

Char’s 19+ Public House
Mon through Fri 4-10pm

Sat & Sun 1-10pm     

FMI 778-421-2427
www.charslanding.

com

Sat, Oct 10th, 8-10pm 
Ken Stead + Erin Kay

Inspirational Folk

Sun, Oct 11th, 2:30-4:30pm 
Terry Gillespie blues/folk/R&B

with Lyndell Montgomery (bass fiddle)

Tue, Oct 13th, 7-9pm 
Nathaniel Krikke

Thoughtful Gospel Folk Music 

Wed, Oct 14th , 5:30-7:00pm
Alberni Valley Chamber of 
Commerce - Business After 

Business

Book your company holiday party 
now! (starting from $250)

Try one of our 
CAKES for your 
Special Occasion!

Say “Happy Birthday” or “Happy Anniversary” to someone special and 
they could win a SUB from RHM SUBS, a CAKE from QUALITY FOODS OR  

a GIFT CARD from THE SUGAR SHAK

Phone in your BIRTHDAY or ANNIVERSARY greeting to Alberni Valley Times – 250-723-8171 by  
5 PM TUESDAY and we’ll print it free of charge. This week’s gift card, cake & sub winner is 

indicated by logo. Pick up your certificate at our office – 4918 Napier Street. (Proof of identity 
required.) Birthdays may be put together from various family members if there is lack of space.

Anniversary & Birthday

Greetings

Sept 30
---PARAMOUNT TICKETS----Happy Belated 24th 
Birthday Desi Fry, love Grandma, Grandpa, Aunties 
Sheryl, Sandra and Uncles Doug & Norm

Oct 4
Happy 1st birthday Bentley, love Grandma, Grandpa, 
Aunties Sheryl, Sandra and Uncles Doug & Norm

Oct 5
Happy Birthday Ken love Tom & Wendy

Oct 8
Happy Birthday Lesley love Tom & Wendy

Oct 20
Happy Birthday Tom lots of love Wendy
Happy Birthday to my best friend Kairi Trott from Jamie 
Amos

3500-3rd Avenue

250-720-2790
 * Available on Specific Sizes

1st Month FREE!*

It’s Alan Boyko’s
80TH Birthday
Open House at the Legion, 

Sat.,  Oct. 10, 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Best Wishes Only

KRISTI DOBSON ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

Kris Patterson was born 
and raised in the Alberni 
Valley and is a familiar 

face in the community.  
When his father, Ike Patter-

son, completed broadcasting 
school in Squamish, he arrived 
in Port Alberni to get his feet 
wet at CJAV. His intent was 
a temporary stay, but he met 
Linda, fell in love, and decided 
to stay to raise a family. 

Kris has memories of  those 
days, when he and his siblings, 
Aaron and Tara, often visited 
the studio. 

“There was orange shag 
carpet,” Kris said. “I enjoyed 
spending time there and we 
were sometimes able to voice 
commercials.”

Although he enjoyed a 
well-rounded childhood with 
softball, soccer and building 
forts in the neighbourhood, he 
gained a strong work ethic at a 
young age. Since then, he has 
always enjoyed working hard 
and keeping busy. 

His first job was delivering 
the Times Colonist and the 
Courier at age 10.

After graduating from ADSS 
in 1994, he started working as 
a fire fighter for the BC Forest 
Service for two summers. 

From there, he started volun-
teering with the KUU-US Crisis 
Line Society, which turned 
into a paid position until 2000. 
While there in 1999, he partici-
pated in a youth work project 
under the direction of  Kenn 
Whiteman. Based out of  the 
former Alberni Mall, the group 
was responsible for the market-
ing and promotion of  events. 

In September 2000, just before 
leaving the crisis line society, 
Kris simultaneously worked at 
Dob City Bingo until 2007 and 
night shift at 7-11.

While juggling employment 
and a relationship, Kris had 
his first child, Ella in 2004. She 
unfortunately passed away at 
three days old from a baterial 
infection she contracted while 
in  the hospital. 

The following year, twins, 
Connor and Michael entered 
his life. Shortly after, Kris was 
forced to overcome another 
challenge. He was involved in 
a car accident and underwent 
eight months of  physiotherapy. 

By 2007, Kris was required to 
take three weeks holiday from 
Dob City Bingo, but rather 
than taking time off, he joined 
the team at the former Penny-
worth newspaper, where his 
mother was the publisher. That 
decision sparked an interest in 
the field and opened up oppor-
tunities in sales. 

“Working with family is not 
as easy as I thought it would 
be,” Kris said. “It was tough 
when my mom got sick because 
she wanted to stay at home as 
long as she could.” 

“Fast forward seven months 
later, my dad died,” he said. 
“It was the day before my 35th 
birthday.” 

He said the community 
showed a lot of  support during 
this difficult time. 

“When my parents passed 
away, the community pulled 
together and really helped out,” 
Kris said. 

From those tragedies came 
opportunities for Kris to 
further develop his passions 
for history, writing and com-
munity development. He dug 
through boxes of  Ike’s research 
material and photos, many of  
which he immediately donated 
to the Alberni Valley Museum 
to keep for posterity. He then 
had the idea to finish the book 
his father always wanted. 

“I thought, ‘how hard could it 

be,’” he said. “But I almost quit 
many times.”

After former museum direc-
tor Jean McIntosh wrote the 
forward, he decided to finish 
what he started. 

Shortly after long-time 
employee of  the AV Times, Mar-
garet Gard, retired, he met her 
replacement, Phil Littlewood. 
The two came up with a plan to 
put This Was Then Volume 1 to 
print. 

“That was a turning point 
in my life and helped with the 
healing,” he said. 

Kris’ next publication was a 
grief  and loss book taken from 
his loss of  his daughter, It was 
written from a father’s perspec-
tive. That preceded volumes 
two and three of  This Was 
Then. 

In 2014, he wrote a self  help 
book and a sales book, all while 
working as an advertising sales 
representative with the AV 
Times. 

When not working, Kris is 
involved in volunteer positions. 
He joined the board of  the 
Chamber of  Commerce in 2013, 
was elected second vice-presi-
dent in 2014 and is currently 
vice-president. He also sits on 
the Chamber of  Commerce’s 
membership and awards com-
mittees and represents the 
Chamber on the Alberni-Clay-
oquot Regional District solid 
waste plan committee.

He is also currently a member 
of  the Young Professional Port 
Alberni.  

Kris has also 

been a strong supporter of  the 
Raise-a-Reader campaign since 
2007. 

“With the help of  people like 
Pam Craig and Tom Weegar, we 
have raised about $400,000 in 
local money,” Kris said. 

Along with events with the 
KUU-US Crisis Line Society 
and Chamber of  Commerce, 
Kris volunteered with the 
Community Policing Office and 
spent 18 months of  weekends 
upgrading homes for the Port 
Alberni Non-Profit Housing 
Association. 

“My dad always taught me 
that if  you love your commun-
ity, you need to do things to 
help others,” Kris said. 

Looking to the future, 

Kris hopes to use his know-
ledge, experience and love of  
Port Alberni to benefit his 
hometown.

“This paper has been a large 
part of  my identity, not just for 
work, but for myself,” Kris said. 
“It is sad to see a paper with 
ties back to 1907 come to an 
end, but each end brings a new 
beginning, whatever form that 
takes.” 

Kris’ immediate plan is to find 
out what opportunities await 
and discover what his next pas-
sion will be. He is sure to put 
his all into whatever comes his 
way.

Kristi.Dobson@avtimes.net
250-723-8171 ext 238

VALLEY FACES
Getting to know the people who live in the Alberni Valley

AV Times staffer looks to future with hopes

Kris Patterson has been a familiar face in local newspapers since 2007. 
[CHRIS FINLAYSON, FOR THE TIMES]
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and raised in the Alberni 
Valley and is a familiar 

face in the community.  
When his father, Ike Patter-

son, completed broadcasting 
school in Squamish, he arrived 
in Port Alberni to get his feet 
wet at CJAV. His intent was 
a temporary stay, but he met 
Linda, fell in love, and decided 
to stay to raise a family. 

Kris has memories of  those 
days, when he and his siblings, 
Aaron and Tara, often visited 
the studio. 

“There was orange shag 
carpet,” Kris said. “I enjoyed 
spending time there and we 
were sometimes able to voice 
commercials.”

Although he enjoyed a 
well-rounded childhood with 
softball, soccer and building 
forts in the neighbourhood, he 
gained a strong work ethic at a 
young age. Since then, he has 
always enjoyed working hard 
and keeping busy. 

His first job was delivering 
the Times Colonist and the 
Courier at age 10.

After graduating from ADSS 
in 1994, he started working as 
a fire fighter for the BC Forest 
Service for two summers. 

From there, he started volun-
teering with the KUU-US Crisis 
Line Society, which turned 
into a paid position until 2000. 
While there in 1999, he partici-
pated in a youth work project 
under the direction of  Kenn 
Whiteman. Based out of  the 
former Alberni Mall, the group 
was responsible for the market-
ing and promotion of  events. 

In September 2000, just before 
leaving the crisis line society, 
Kris simultaneously worked at 
Dob City Bingo until 2007 and 
night shift at 7-11.

While juggling employment 
and a relationship, Kris had 
his first child, Ella in 2004. She 
unfortunately passed away at 
three days old from a baterial 
infection she contracted while 
in  the hospital. 

The following year, twins, 
Connor and Michael entered 
his life. Shortly after, Kris was 
forced to overcome another 
challenge. He was involved in 
a car accident and underwent 
eight months of  physiotherapy. 

By 2007, Kris was required to 
take three weeks holiday from 
Dob City Bingo, but rather 
than taking time off, he joined 
the team at the former Penny-
worth newspaper, where his 
mother was the publisher. That 
decision sparked an interest in 
the field and opened up oppor-
tunities in sales. 

“Working with family is not 
as easy as I thought it would 
be,” Kris said. “It was tough 
when my mom got sick because 
she wanted to stay at home as 
long as she could.” 

“Fast forward seven months 
later, my dad died,” he said. 
“It was the day before my 35th 
birthday.” 

He said the community 
showed a lot of  support during 
this difficult time. 

“When my parents passed 
away, the community pulled 
together and really helped out,” 
Kris said. 

From those tragedies came 
opportunities for Kris to 
further develop his passions 
for history, writing and com-
munity development. He dug 
through boxes of  Ike’s research 
material and photos, many of  
which he immediately donated 
to the Alberni Valley Museum 
to keep for posterity. He then 
had the idea to finish the book 
his father always wanted. 

“I thought, ‘how hard could it 

be,’” he said. “But I almost quit 
many times.”

After former museum direc-
tor Jean McIntosh wrote the 
forward, he decided to finish 
what he started. 

Shortly after long-time 
employee of  the AV Times, Mar-
garet Gard, retired, he met her 
replacement, Phil Littlewood. 
The two came up with a plan to 
put This Was Then Volume 1 to 
print. 

“That was a turning point 
in my life and helped with the 
healing,” he said. 

Kris’ next publication was a 
grief  and loss book taken from 
his loss of  his daughter, It was 
written from a father’s perspec-
tive. That preceded volumes 
two and three of  This Was 
Then. 

In 2014, he wrote a self  help 
book and a sales book, all while 
working as an advertising sales 
representative with the AV 
Times. 

When not working, Kris is 
involved in volunteer positions. 
He joined the board of  the 
Chamber of  Commerce in 2013, 
was elected second vice-presi-
dent in 2014 and is currently 
vice-president. He also sits on 
the Chamber of  Commerce’s 
membership and awards com-
mittees and represents the 
Chamber on the Alberni-Clay-
oquot Regional District solid 
waste plan committee.

He is also currently a member 
of  the Young Professional Port 
Alberni.  

Kris has also 

been a strong supporter of  the 
Raise-a-Reader campaign since 
2007. 

“With the help of  people like 
Pam Craig and Tom Weegar, we 
have raised about $400,000 in 
local money,” Kris said. 

Along with events with the 
KUU-US Crisis Line Society 
and Chamber of  Commerce, 
Kris volunteered with the 
Community Policing Office and 
spent 18 months of  weekends 
upgrading homes for the Port 
Alberni Non-Profit Housing 
Association. 

“My dad always taught me 
that if  you love your commun-
ity, you need to do things to 
help others,” Kris said. 

Looking to the future, 

Kris hopes to use his know-
ledge, experience and love of  
Port Alberni to benefit his 
hometown.

“This paper has been a large 
part of  my identity, not just for 
work, but for myself,” Kris said. 
“It is sad to see a paper with 
ties back to 1907 come to an 
end, but each end brings a new 
beginning, whatever form that 
takes.” 

Kris’ immediate plan is to find 
out what opportunities await 
and discover what his next pas-
sion will be. He is sure to put 
his all into whatever comes his 
way.
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and raised in the Alberni 
Valley and is a familiar 

face in the community.  
When his father, Ike Patter-

son, completed broadcasting 
school in Squamish, he arrived 
in Port Alberni to get his feet 
wet at CJAV. His intent was 
a temporary stay, but he met 
Linda, fell in love, and decided 
to stay to raise a family. 

Kris has memories of  those 
days, when he and his siblings, 
Aaron and Tara, often visited 
the studio. 

“There was orange shag 
carpet,” Kris said. “I enjoyed 
spending time there and we 
were sometimes able to voice 
commercials.”

Although he enjoyed a 
well-rounded childhood with 
softball, soccer and building 
forts in the neighbourhood, he 
gained a strong work ethic at a 
young age. Since then, he has 
always enjoyed working hard 
and keeping busy. 

His first job was delivering 
the Times Colonist and the 
Courier at age 10.

After graduating from ADSS 
in 1994, he started working as 
a fire fighter for the BC Forest 
Service for two summers. 

From there, he started volun-
teering with the KUU-US Crisis 
Line Society, which turned 
into a paid position until 2000. 
While there in 1999, he partici-
pated in a youth work project 
under the direction of  Kenn 
Whiteman. Based out of  the 
former Alberni Mall, the group 
was responsible for the market-
ing and promotion of  events. 

In September 2000, just before 
leaving the crisis line society, 
Kris simultaneously worked at 
Dob City Bingo until 2007 and 
night shift at 7-11.

While juggling employment 
and a relationship, Kris had 
his first child, Ella in 2004. She 
unfortunately passed away at 
three days old from a baterial 
infection she contracted while 
in  the hospital. 

The following year, twins, 
Connor and Michael entered 
his life. Shortly after, Kris was 
forced to overcome another 
challenge. He was involved in 
a car accident and underwent 
eight months of  physiotherapy. 

By 2007, Kris was required to 
take three weeks holiday from 
Dob City Bingo, but rather 
than taking time off, he joined 
the team at the former Penny-
worth newspaper, where his 
mother was the publisher. That 
decision sparked an interest in 
the field and opened up oppor-
tunities in sales. 

“Working with family is not 
as easy as I thought it would 
be,” Kris said. “It was tough 
when my mom got sick because 
she wanted to stay at home as 
long as she could.” 

“Fast forward seven months 
later, my dad died,” he said. 
“It was the day before my 35th 
birthday.” 

He said the community 
showed a lot of  support during 
this difficult time. 

“When my parents passed 
away, the community pulled 
together and really helped out,” 
Kris said. 

From those tragedies came 
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further develop his passions 
for history, writing and com-
munity development. He dug 
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material and photos, many of  
which he immediately donated 
to the Alberni Valley Museum 
to keep for posterity. He then 
had the idea to finish the book 
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out what opportunities await 
and discover what his next pas-
sion will be. He is sure to put 
his all into whatever comes his 
way.

Kristi.Dobson@avtimes.net
250-723-8171 ext 238

VALLEY FACES
Getting to know the people who live in the Alberni Valley

AV Times staffer looks to future with hopes

Kris Patterson has been a familiar face in local newspapers since 2007. 
[CHRIS FINLAYSON, FOR THE TIMES]
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Mid-Island Realty
Independently Owned & Operated

4994 Argyle St.

Chris 
Colclough
250-723-4292

Putting Your Needs First!

Feature of the Week

2955 3RD AVENUE $24,500

New Price

BAICH'S NATURAL FOODS
- 1st health food store in the valley
- same location since 1970
- personal care products, herbs

- minerals and vitamins
- organic grains and flours
- be your own boss

Name: ____________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________________

Enter to Win 2 Tickets  
to one of this week’s shows

Drop off entries at the AV Times (4819 Napier St.)
Must be 19+ to enter.

Char’s 19+ Public House
Mon through Fri 4-10pm

Sat & Sun 1-10pm     

FMI 778-421-2427
www.charslanding.

com

Sat, Oct 10th, 8-10pm 
Ken Stead + Erin Kay

Inspirational Folk

Sun, Oct 11th, 2:30-4:30pm 
Terry Gillespie blues/folk/R&B

with Lyndell Montgomery (bass fiddle)

Tue, Oct 13th, 7-9pm 
Nathaniel Krikke

Thoughtful Gospel Folk Music 

Wed, Oct 14th , 5:30-7:00pm
Alberni Valley Chamber of 
Commerce - Business After 

Business

Book your company holiday party 
now! (starting from $250)

Try one of our 
CAKES for your 
Special Occasion!

Say “Happy Birthday” or “Happy Anniversary” to someone special and 
they could win a SUB from RHM SUBS, a CAKE from QUALITY FOODS OR  

a GIFT CARD from THE SUGAR SHAK

Phone in your BIRTHDAY or ANNIVERSARY greeting to Alberni Valley Times – 250-723-8171 by  
5 PM TUESDAY and we’ll print it free of charge. This week’s gift card, cake & sub winner is 

indicated by logo. Pick up your certificate at our office – 4918 Napier Street. (Proof of identity 
required.) Birthdays may be put together from various family members if there is lack of space.

Anniversary & Birthday

Greetings

Sept 30
---PARAMOUNT TICKETS----Happy Belated 24th 
Birthday Desi Fry, love Grandma, Grandpa, Aunties 
Sheryl, Sandra and Uncles Doug & Norm

Oct 4
Happy 1st birthday Bentley, love Grandma, Grandpa, 
Aunties Sheryl, Sandra and Uncles Doug & Norm

Oct 5
Happy Birthday Ken love Tom & Wendy

Oct 8
Happy Birthday Lesley love Tom & Wendy

Oct 20
Happy Birthday Tom lots of love Wendy
Happy Birthday to my best friend Kairi Trott from Jamie 
Amos

3500-3rd Avenue

250-720-2790
 * Available on Specific Sizes

1st Month FREE!*

It’s Alan Boyko’s
80TH Birthday
Open House at the Legion, 

Sat.,  Oct. 10, 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Best Wishes Only

KRISTI DOBSON ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

Kris Patterson was born 
and raised in the Alberni 
Valley and is a familiar 

face in the community.  
When his father, Ike Patter-

son, completed broadcasting 
school in Squamish, he arrived 
in Port Alberni to get his feet 
wet at CJAV. His intent was 
a temporary stay, but he met 
Linda, fell in love, and decided 
to stay to raise a family. 

Kris has memories of  those 
days, when he and his siblings, 
Aaron and Tara, often visited 
the studio. 

“There was orange shag 
carpet,” Kris said. “I enjoyed 
spending time there and we 
were sometimes able to voice 
commercials.”

Although he enjoyed a 
well-rounded childhood with 
softball, soccer and building 
forts in the neighbourhood, he 
gained a strong work ethic at a 
young age. Since then, he has 
always enjoyed working hard 
and keeping busy. 

His first job was delivering 
the Times Colonist and the 
Courier at age 10.

After graduating from ADSS 
in 1994, he started working as 
a fire fighter for the BC Forest 
Service for two summers. 

From there, he started volun-
teering with the KUU-US Crisis 
Line Society, which turned 
into a paid position until 2000. 
While there in 1999, he partici-
pated in a youth work project 
under the direction of  Kenn 
Whiteman. Based out of  the 
former Alberni Mall, the group 
was responsible for the market-
ing and promotion of  events. 

In September 2000, just before 
leaving the crisis line society, 
Kris simultaneously worked at 
Dob City Bingo until 2007 and 
night shift at 7-11.

While juggling employment 
and a relationship, Kris had 
his first child, Ella in 2004. She 
unfortunately passed away at 
three days old from a baterial 
infection she contracted while 
in  the hospital. 

The following year, twins, 
Connor and Michael entered 
his life. Shortly after, Kris was 
forced to overcome another 
challenge. He was involved in 
a car accident and underwent 
eight months of  physiotherapy. 

By 2007, Kris was required to 
take three weeks holiday from 
Dob City Bingo, but rather 
than taking time off, he joined 
the team at the former Penny-
worth newspaper, where his 
mother was the publisher. That 
decision sparked an interest in 
the field and opened up oppor-
tunities in sales. 

“Working with family is not 
as easy as I thought it would 
be,” Kris said. “It was tough 
when my mom got sick because 
she wanted to stay at home as 
long as she could.” 

“Fast forward seven months 
later, my dad died,” he said. 
“It was the day before my 35th 
birthday.” 

He said the community 
showed a lot of  support during 
this difficult time. 

“When my parents passed 
away, the community pulled 
together and really helped out,” 
Kris said. 

From those tragedies came 
opportunities for Kris to 
further develop his passions 
for history, writing and com-
munity development. He dug 
through boxes of  Ike’s research 
material and photos, many of  
which he immediately donated 
to the Alberni Valley Museum 
to keep for posterity. He then 
had the idea to finish the book 
his father always wanted. 

“I thought, ‘how hard could it 

be,’” he said. “But I almost quit 
many times.”

After former museum direc-
tor Jean McIntosh wrote the 
forward, he decided to finish 
what he started. 

Shortly after long-time 
employee of  the AV Times, Mar-
garet Gard, retired, he met her 
replacement, Phil Littlewood. 
The two came up with a plan to 
put This Was Then Volume 1 to 
print. 

“That was a turning point 
in my life and helped with the 
healing,” he said. 

Kris’ next publication was a 
grief  and loss book taken from 
his loss of  his daughter, It was 
written from a father’s perspec-
tive. That preceded volumes 
two and three of  This Was 
Then. 

In 2014, he wrote a self  help 
book and a sales book, all while 
working as an advertising sales 
representative with the AV 
Times. 

When not working, Kris is 
involved in volunteer positions. 
He joined the board of  the 
Chamber of  Commerce in 2013, 
was elected second vice-presi-
dent in 2014 and is currently 
vice-president. He also sits on 
the Chamber of  Commerce’s 
membership and awards com-
mittees and represents the 
Chamber on the Alberni-Clay-
oquot Regional District solid 
waste plan committee.

He is also currently a member 
of  the Young Professional Port 
Alberni.  

Kris has also 

been a strong supporter of  the 
Raise-a-Reader campaign since 
2007. 

“With the help of  people like 
Pam Craig and Tom Weegar, we 
have raised about $400,000 in 
local money,” Kris said. 

Along with events with the 
KUU-US Crisis Line Society 
and Chamber of  Commerce, 
Kris volunteered with the 
Community Policing Office and 
spent 18 months of  weekends 
upgrading homes for the Port 
Alberni Non-Profit Housing 
Association. 

“My dad always taught me 
that if  you love your commun-
ity, you need to do things to 
help others,” Kris said. 

Looking to the future, 

Kris hopes to use his know-
ledge, experience and love of  
Port Alberni to benefit his 
hometown.

“This paper has been a large 
part of  my identity, not just for 
work, but for myself,” Kris said. 
“It is sad to see a paper with 
ties back to 1907 come to an 
end, but each end brings a new 
beginning, whatever form that 
takes.” 

Kris’ immediate plan is to find 
out what opportunities await 
and discover what his next pas-
sion will be. He is sure to put 
his all into whatever comes his 
way.

Kristi.Dobson@avtimes.net
250-723-8171 ext 238

VALLEY FACES
Getting to know the people who live in the Alberni Valley

AV Times staffer looks to future with hopes

Kris Patterson has been a familiar face in local newspapers since 2007. 
[CHRIS FINLAYSON, FOR THE TIMES]
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Mid-Island Realty
Independently Owned & Operated

4994 Argyle St.

Chris 
Colclough
250-723-4292

Putting Your Needs First!

Feature of the Week

2955 3RD AVENUE $24,500

New Price

BAICH'S NATURAL FOODS
- 1st health food store in the valley
- same location since 1970
- personal care products, herbs

- minerals and vitamins
- organic grains and flours
- be your own boss

Name: ____________________________________________

Phone: ___________________________________________

Enter to Win 2 Tickets  
to one of this week’s shows

Drop off entries at the AV Times (4819 Napier St.)
Must be 19+ to enter.

Char’s 19+ Public House
Mon through Fri 4-10pm

Sat & Sun 1-10pm     

FMI 778-421-2427
www.charslanding.

com

Sat, Oct 10th, 8-10pm 
Ken Stead + Erin Kay

Inspirational Folk

Sun, Oct 11th, 2:30-4:30pm 
Terry Gillespie blues/folk/R&B

with Lyndell Montgomery (bass fiddle)

Tue, Oct 13th, 7-9pm 
Nathaniel Krikke

Thoughtful Gospel Folk Music 

Wed, Oct 14th , 5:30-7:00pm
Alberni Valley Chamber of 
Commerce - Business After 

Business

Book your company holiday party 
now! (starting from $250)

Try one of our 
CAKES for your 
Special Occasion!

Say “Happy Birthday” or “Happy Anniversary” to someone special and 
they could win a SUB from RHM SUBS, a CAKE from QUALITY FOODS OR  

a GIFT CARD from THE SUGAR SHAK

Phone in your BIRTHDAY or ANNIVERSARY greeting to Alberni Valley Times – 250-723-8171 by  
5 PM TUESDAY and we’ll print it free of charge. This week’s gift card, cake & sub winner is 

indicated by logo. Pick up your certificate at our office – 4918 Napier Street. (Proof of identity 
required.) Birthdays may be put together from various family members if there is lack of space.

Anniversary & Birthday

Greetings

Sept 30
---PARAMOUNT TICKETS----Happy Belated 24th 
Birthday Desi Fry, love Grandma, Grandpa, Aunties 
Sheryl, Sandra and Uncles Doug & Norm

Oct 4
Happy 1st birthday Bentley, love Grandma, Grandpa, 
Aunties Sheryl, Sandra and Uncles Doug & Norm

Oct 5
Happy Birthday Ken love Tom & Wendy

Oct 8
Happy Birthday Lesley love Tom & Wendy

Oct 20
Happy Birthday Tom lots of love Wendy
Happy Birthday to my best friend Kairi Trott from Jamie 
Amos

3500-3rd Avenue

250-720-2790
 * Available on Specific Sizes

1st Month FREE!*

JUDITH LAVOIE TIMES COLONIST

Federal government funding 
cuts are not going to stop anni-
versary celebrations at Bamfield 
Marine Sciences Centre.

The centre, a major employer 
and visitor draw for the tiny 
community on the west coast of  
Vancouver Island, lost $484,000 
in funding when the govern-
ment this year cut grants issued 
through the Natural Sciences 
and Engineering Research 
Council.

The cuts resulted in two fewer 
jobs and program cancellations 
at the centre.

However, 40th anniversary cele-
brations are going ahead Sept. 1 
and 2, said Hana Kucera, a staff  
member who is helping to organ-
ize the events.

“Invitations are flying out of  
our offices,” she said. “We hope 
everyone will come and celebrate 
how far we’ve come and cheer us 
on for the future.”

Anyone - including students, 
staff  and the public - who has 
taken part in the centre’s pro-
grams is invited, Kucera said.

Organizers are hoping the 
celebrations will also help them 
reach out to new supporters.

The centre “has been a leading 
research and education institu-
tion since it began operating 40 
years ago,” said director Brad 
Anholt.

“This anniversary is a chance 
to reflect on what we’ve accom-
plished and to map the future.”

The family-friendly celebra-
tions will include boat trips and 
a live video and audio feeds from 
divers.

For more information on 
the celebrations, go to bms.
bc.ca/alumni/celebrate.

HISTORY
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‘This Was Then’ will be launched at Museum on Aug. 30

Ike Patterson lives on through son’s book
JULIE BERTRAND ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

When Ike Patterson died in 
May 2011, he left his son Kris a 
collection of  several thousands 
of  pages of  text and pictures 
that he used to write his popular 
Pennyworth column. Ike was 
well-known in the community 
through his work at the radio 
station, as a city councillor and 
as a columnist. 

At the time of  his death, he 
had been working on putting 
together a book version of  the 
columns. After thinking about 
it for a time, Patterson decided 
to take over the project. The 
result is “This Was Then… With 
Old Ike,” a 98-page compilation 
of  Ike’s most popular columns. 
The Alberni District Museum 
and Historical Society will hold 
a book launch for Patterson at 
the Alberni Valley Museum on 

Aug. 30 at 7:30 p.m. The book will 
also be made available for the 
public to buy. Part of  the book’s 
proceeds will be donated to the 
historical society. 

“The book wouldn’t have hap-
pened without the ladies at the 
museum,” Patterson said. 

Patterson decided to do the 
book project as a way to honour 
his father’s memory. He started 
working on the book last Novem-
ber with a view to have it ready 
in time for the centennial. He 
quickly realized how difficult it 
was to put together a book.

“I thought about quitting many, 
many times because it’s more 
work that I thought,” Patterson 
said. 

First, he had to go through all 
Ike’s columns to find the ones he 
thought had the most appeal for 
people. Then, since so many of  
the computer files had been cor-

rupted or wrecked, he had to re-
set the text and choose pictures.  

“Putting everything together 
took a long time,” Patterson said. 
“Every column was on average 
four pages long.”

While the book should have 
been ready to be sold during 
centennial weekend, a printing 
delay meant the book’s debut was 
pushed back a couple of  weeks. 

Still, more than 200 people put 
their names on a contact list 
to buy the book, some of  them 
wanting multiple copies. Pat-
terson had 500 books printed and 
he’s already thinking he might 
have to do another print run. 
Moreover, he still has enough 
material to do a second volume if  
people are interested. 

“I am waiting to see how the 
first one does,” Patterson said. 

JBertrand@avtimes.net
Kris Patterson will launch his compilation of his father Ike Patterson’s columns 
at the Alberni Valley Museum on Aug. 30. [JULIE BERTRAND, TIMES]

FISHING WEATHERBUSINESS

‘Big one’ caught near Bamfi eld
North Delta resident Roland Payment proudly shows his catch, a 58-pound 
salmon. The fish was caught off of the Bamfield wall.  

ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

The Tseshaht First Nation has 
decided to make expansions to 
the Tseshaht Market, which is 
located on the Alberni Highway 
on the way to Sproat Lake.

According to a media release 
sent out Wednesday by the Tse-
shaht First Nation, the Market’s 
expansion will include a 50-seat 
hot and cold food service area, 
an espresso and smoothie bar, 
an expanded ice cream bar, a 
hot submarine sandwich deli, 
expanded giftware, produce, 
and specialty candy depart-
ment and a pharmacy.

The expansion could be com-
pleted by October.

“Tseshaht is excited about this 
new expansion of  our market,” 
Tseshaht chief  councilor Hugh 
Braker said in a media release.

“It has been the cornerstone 
of  our business development 
and we are very proud of  its 
success.

“We look forward to celebrat-
ing our expanded market with 
our long-term loyal customers 
and welcome new customers to 
join us.”

The new Tseshaht Market 
will create 15 local jobs and 
will employ local trades in its 
construction.

Tseshaht Market general 
manager Gary Cassavant was 
unavailable for comment.

News@avtimes.net

Tseshaht 
Market 
will be 
expanded

Bamfi eld centre marks 40 years

He
lp 

us
 bu

ild
 a 

ne
w B

C C
hil

dre
n’s

 Ho
sp

ita
l.

Ple
as

e G
ive

.

1.8
88

.66
3.3

03
3  

 be
as

up
er

he
ro

.ca

ANNIVERSARY

Wed. Aug. 29 @ 2-4pm  • Cedarwood Lodge, 5895 River Rd.
Refreshments - No Gifts Please - Bring Laughs & Stories

Come Help Us Celebrate 
Fred’s 66th

Happy 60th Anniversary
Joe & Betty Haas

The family would like to invite friends & 
family to an

OPEN HOUSE
Thur. Aug. 30 ~ 1-4pm

4953 Cameron Road in Beaver Creek
(at the Haas Residence)

Everyone Welcome • Best Wishes Only

Jamie Butler, daughter of Len 
& Patti Butler, sister of Sarah & 

Jessica, recently graduated with a 
degree in Nursing. Jamie is 
now employed as a RN at 

West Coast General Hospital.

Congratulations Pauline and Tinus Braker 
on your 60th Wedding Anniversary!

Family and friends are invited to join Pauline and Tinus Braker and 
their family in celebrating this occasion. Please drop by and join us at 

5233 Hector Road (Braker Electric Address) on Sunday, August 26 from 
12:30pm until 6pm. Light lunch served all afternoon.

(in lieu of gifts, those wishing may make a donation to an anniversary vacation fund)

SCOTT McKENZIE ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

Despite the cooler weather 
the Alberni Valley has experi-
enced this week, Port Alberni’s 
wildfire danger rating remains 
at high, and the Beaver Creek 
area has been set at extreme for 
the weekend, according to B.C. 
Wildfire Management Branch 
fire information officer Donna 
MacPherson.

MacPherson said the difference 
between high and extreme is not 
much.

“When it goes up to extreme, 
we’re pretty much expecting 
most sparks to catch fire,” she 
said. “When it goes into high, it 
means that there’s a high per-
centage that would catch, but not 
every one.”

Campfires are still permitted 
this weekend, but nothing bigger.

The City of  Port Alberni has the 
right to place its own fire prohibi-
tion, but Port Alberni fire chief  
Tim Pley said the City tends to 
mirror what the department of  
forestry says, and that it will 
likely do so this weekend.

Land clearing is also allowed, 
however they must be registered 
and comply to the Wildfire Act.

Because of  the recent low 
clouds over the Alberni Valley, 
the air is moist and there is some 

dew in the morning.
However, the moisture is not 

enough to significantly affect 
or moisten the large trees in the 
Valley.

“There hasn’t been enough sus-
tained rain in that area to get the 
actual trees moist,” MacPherson 
said, from her office in Parksville.
“You guys have big trees and 
it takes a lot of  moisture to do 
that.”

The Alberni Valley is still see-
ing a continual drying trend.

“We’re not seeing any weather 
moving into your area that’s 
going to give you any significant 
amount of  rain over the next few 
days,” MacPherson said. “It’s 
going to continue to dry unless 
we get prolonged rain and our 
weather forecasters are saying 
that’s not going to happen.”

According to MacPherson, more 
fires have started because of  
lightning this year than human-
caused fires, which is unusual.

“People have been doing a good 
job, they’re getting the message,” 
she said.

SMcKenzie@avtimes.net

Beaver Creek area rated as extreme, 
region’s fi re information offi cer warns

Wildfi re rating 
still high in Valley

» We want to hear from you. 
Send comments on this story to 
news@avtimes.net. Letters must include 
daytime phone number and hometown.
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EDUCATION

Father shares pain of loss in new book
SIOBHAN BURNS ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

The proceeds from a Port 
Alberni father’s recently-pub-
lished book about loss and heal-
ing will be donated to the local 
chapter of  The Compassionate 
Friends.

In 35 pages, author Kris Pat-
terson shares his experience of  
losing his first child, Ella, almost 
nine years ago. She died at B.C. 
Children’s Hospital from a bac-
teria infection when she was 
only three days old.

“I Will Always Love You Ella” 
has been a work in progress for 
several years now, beginning 
with Kris’s idea to share his 
story, which he hopes will help 
someone else who is grieving. It 
was not until about six months 
ago that he dedicated more time 
to it with the goal of  publishing 
it shortly after his first book, 
“This Was Then With Old Ike,” 
was launched.

“The idea I’ve had for years, 
but I didn’t think I could do it at 
that time,” Kris said. “It has been 
emotionally draining. I’m hoping 
people can read the book and it 
will help them.”

Shortly after his daughter’s 
death, the late Colleen Deederly, 
who was a co-founder of  the local 
Compassionate Friends group, 
approached Kris’s father, Ike, 

who was a columnist for The 
Pennyworth before his death last 
year. She was hoping he could 
write a story about the group, 

which helps people grieve after 
the death of  their child.

It was through that connection 
that Kris first met Deederly, who 

had lost her son about seven 
years prior. 

Deederly asked Kris to do a 
speech at one of  their monthly 
meetings, but he declined as 
he felt it was too soon after his 
daughter’s death.

In mid-August of  this year, 
before Kris completed his book, 
he met with Deederly to discuss 
his idea of  sharing the proceeds 
with the non-profit organization. 
Weeks later, Deederly died sud-
denly on Sept. 9.

“Colleen was right. She said 
it will drive you insane if  you 
don’t let it out,” Kris said. “I just 
thought it was time to do it, and 
I had the support of  some great 
people.”

After her death, Kris believed it 
was appropriate to dedicate his 
book to her memory and spirit.

“Her unceasing efforts to help 
people with their grief  and being 
there to listen were my inspira-
tion for this book,” Kris wrote in 
the book’s dedication section.

In the book, Kris shares some 
of  Ike’s columns on Compas-
sionate Friends, which were 
published in The Pennyworth in 
2007, 2008 and 2009.

“I Will Always Love You Ella” 
is available for purchase at Roll-
in Art Centre.

SBurns@avtimes.net

Kris Patterson hopes his daughter’s story will help others deal with their pain

Kris Patterson’s recently-published book, “I Will Always Love You Ella” is 
available for purchase at the Rollin Art Centre. The proceeds will be donated to 
the local chapter of The Compassionate Friends. [SIOBHAN BURNS, TIMES]

Pinkerton 
releases 
student 
progress 
report
SCOTT McKENZIE ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

Alberni School District super-
intendant Cam Pinkerton 
released his annual report on 
student achievement Tuesday 
night, and it shows room for 
improvement.

The report is a measure of  how 
students progressed in the previ-
ous year and outlines targets for 
upcoming years.

It is at this time every year that 
the district gets to see the com-
pletion rates, which measure the 
number of  students who go from 
Grade 8 to graduation within six 
years. The difference between 
graduation rates and completion 
rates, is that graduation rates 
measure the number of  students 
who begin Grade 12 and gradu-
ate that same year.

“Our graduation rate is in 
the mid-90s,” Pinkerton said. 
“Every kid in Grade 12 is pretty 
well going to graduate. Getting 
them to Grade 12 has been our 
challenge.” 

The areas of  concern with 
regards to student achievement 
listed in the report are the pla-
teau of  the district’s 65 per cent 
completion rate and the aborig-
inal completion rate, which is at 
40 per cent.

Students who start in the dis-
trict but leave at any point in 
high school count as an incom-
plete, which skews the percent-
ages. The Alberni School District 
has tracked students who left 
the district as non-completers, 
and have found that, by the same 
criteria, those students have an 
88 per cent completion rate. How-
ever, completion rates are some-
thing that still need to be worked 
on and improved.

“Instead of  waiting until Grade 
12, which is too late, we want to 
do a checkup [earlier],” Pinker-
ton said. “As a district, we want 
to ensure that all our kids are 
moving forward.”

By identifying problem areas 
earlier, students can take advan-
tage of  the district’s alternative 
programs. According to the 
report, 37.3 per cent of  Grade 11 
students in 2011 were registered 
in alternate programs, as were 61 
per cent of  aboriginal Grade 11 
students. The root of  completion 
rates, Pinkerton said, starts at a 
young age, not in Grade 8.

“Really, the focus needs to be in 
the elementary schools when it 
comes to graduation and comple-
tion rates,” Pinkerton said. “If  a 
student isn’t reading by Grade 3, 
[it is a big problem].”

The district’s goal for 2012 is to 
have a six-year completion rate 
of  80%. One of  the ways to help 
that number is to have the basic 
needs of  students taken care 
of  – food, security and clothing 
– so they can learn in school 
efficiently.  Pinkerton said there 
are 37 homeless students in the 
district, and the district provides 
breakfast to 800 students every 
day, which is a start.

“I’m heartened that a lot of the 
initiatives we’re putting in place, 
we’re starting to see results from,” 
Pinkerton said. “You can’t stop. 
It’s always an ongoing process.”

That includes 12 aboriginal stu-
dents graduating in a class of  24 
at Ucluelet Secondary School, up 
11 from a decade ago. The report 
is a public document that is avail-
able at the school district office.

SMcKenzie@avtimes.net

City approves 2013 
grant applications 
JULIE BERTRAND ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

The City of  Port Alberni allocat-
ed $30,015 in grants and in-kind 
requests to community groups 
for 2013 through its Community 
Investment Program. The city 
had originally budgeted $40,000. 

Groups were invited to submit 
grant applications last fall. The 
city received 39 applications 
from 37 groups, with requests 
totalling $97,531. Of  that amount, 
$47,826 was for in-kind requests 
such as facility rentals, utilities 
and staff  time. The rest, which is 
$49,705, was for cash requests. 

The CIP committee reviewed all 
39 applications, before making 
recommendations to city council  
to approve 29.

Due to the high volume of  in-
kind requests, the committee 
also recommended increasing 
the amount allocated to that 
category from $10,000 to $20,490 
by reallocating money from the 
grants budgeted amount.

Council asked city’s human 
resources and community 
development manager Theresa 
Kingston for more information 
regarding in-kind requests, spe-
cifically rentals. She explained 
that money did not changed 
hands.

“The groups are credited the 
amount in their accounts,” 

Kingston said. “We do not allo-
cate the facility. They have to 
come to us for that.” 

The program still has $9,985 to 
give out in 2013. Keeping money 
in the CIP till will allow the pro-
gram to give a hand community 
groups when they experience 
unplanned emergencies. 

“There are different activities 
that come [asking for grants] 
throughout the year,” she said. 
“Last year, the Royal Canadian 
Legion didn’t know they would 
need to rent Glenwood Centre for 
Remembrance Day.”

Of the 10 applications that were 
denied, most were referred to 
other agencies. For example, a 
request of  $6,000 from Alberni 
Environmental for a Roger 
Creek cycle/walkway project was 
referred to city engineer Guy 
Cicon for inclusion in the 2013 
budget. 

Two requests from the Alberni 
Valley Transition Towns Society 
for funding to have community 
gardens in the city and in a few 
schools were also turned down. 
For the city garden funding, the 
CIP committee recommended 
that society making a presenta-
tion to city. The school garden 
request was referred to the 
Alberni School District.

JBertrand@avtimes.net    

19,951

spca.bc.ca

That’s how many 
companion animals will 
need loving, new homes 
this year.  Will you open 

your home to one?

Fetch a Friend 
from the SPCA today!

T H E  O N E  &  O N L Y

New Year’s Party!

Cherry Creek Hall
Dec. 31/12 • 8pm-3am

Featuring DJ Tara
Midnight Buffet
$30 per person
No minors

Tickets at Archie’s Hairstyling
or by phone  250.724.5244

NOTICE

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 
GARBAGE COLLECTION 

SCHEDULE

 IF YOUR REGULAR  IT WILL BE
 GARBAGE DAY IS:   COLLECTED ON:
 Monday, Dec. 24  Monday, Dec. 24
 Tuesday, Dec. 25  Wednesday, Dec. 26
 Wednesday, Dec. 26   Thursday, Dec. 27
 Thursday, Dec. 27  Friday, Dec. 28
 Monday, Dec. 31  Monday, Dec. 31

 Tuesday, Jan. 1  Wednesday, Jan. 2
 Wednesday, Jan. 2  Thursday, Jan. 3
 Thursday, Jan. 3  Friday, Jan. 4

 •  Please have your garbage cart out by 7:00 a.m. 
on your collection day.

 •  If you have any questions please call the 
City Works Yard at 250-720-2840

Thank you for you co-operation and have a happy holiday.

Randy Fraser, 
Streets Superintendent

Holiday Season Deadlines
The Alberni Valley Times offi ce will be 
closed at noon Dec. 24th and re-open 
8:30am Dec. 27th. The offi ce will also 

close at 12 noon on Dec. 31, 2012.

4918 Napier St.                 250-723-8171

Deadline Publication
DISPLAY ADS

Deadline Publication

CLASSIFIED ADS
Classifi ed deadlines remain 
12 noon the day before the 

next publication date; except:

Dec. 18/12 noon
Dec. 19/12 noon
Dec. 19/12 noon
Dec. 21/12 noon
Dec. 21/12 noon
Dec. 27/12 noon
Dec. 28/12 noon
Dec. 28/12 noon

Dec. 20/12
Dec. 21/12 
Dec. 24/12
Dec. 27/12
Dec. 28/12
Dec. 31/12
Jan.  2/13
Jan.  3/13 

Dec. 20/12 noon
Dec. 27/12 noon
Dec. 28/12 noon

Dec. 24/12 
Dec. 31/12
Jan.  2/13

Congratulations
Shannon Janet Aines

on the Degree of 
Master of Social Work at U.B.C.

Lots of Love your Family

ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

The Alberni Valley Vintage 
Tractor Club has donated $2,000 
to B.C. Children’s Hospital. 

The money was raised through 
a raffle held recently, something 
the club has been doing for sev-

eral years now.
The Alberni Valley Vintage 

Tractor Club is a volunteer 
organization and a society under 
the B.C. Society Act. 

The group restores, maintain 
and operates vintage agricultur-
al equipment, as well as plants, 

harvests and threshes crops. 
The club also promotes educa-

tional programs in the Alberni 
Valley for youth and adults in 
the area of  early agriculture. 

On the side, the AVVTC also 
raises funds for charitable 
organizations and for the good 

of  the community. 
The annual raffle for a toy 

pedal tractor and a utility (gar-
den) wagon with pneumatic 
tires raised the money for the 
hospital. 

The winners were drawn on the 
last day of  the Alberni District 
Fall Fair last September and the 
entire proceeds from the raffle will 
go to the hospital, as well as some 
of  the proceeds from hay sales.

Curves supports local 
women’s service society

Each year, Curves supports 

the Alberni Community and 
Women’s Service Society staff  
at the Port Alberni Transition 
House. 

The staff  are grateful for the 
ongoing support, which consists 
of  donations of  large quantities 
of  food, household products, toys 
and monetary gifts from Curves 
staff  and members. 

ACAWS Transition House man-
ager Cindy Blake said the gener-
osity allows them to supply their 
clients with hampers, which help 
the clients tremendously when 
they are making fresh starts in 
their lives.

Resident raises funds 
for Ty Watson House

A local resident is selling plants 
to raise money for the Ty Watson 
House.

Anna Maria Gaiga has been 
selling plants at her home for 
a few years now, raising money 
for the local hospice facility. The 
sale will continue until June.

Last year, Gaiga raised $3,020. 
If  you are interested in pur-
chasing plants and supporting 
this great cause, call Anna 
Maria at 250-723-6463 during 
the week, or stop by her home 
at 3063 Durham St. on the 
weekends.

News@avtimes.net

BOOK

Engraving & 
Web Creations Ltd.
4544 Adelaide St., Port Alberni

(250) 723-5239

Dawn Anderburg of A.D. 
Engravers is retiring and would 
like to thank all her clients for 
all the years of support and 

patronage.

Dawn feels things will be 
in good hands at Ladybird 

Engraving & Web Creations.

THANK YOU!

To Baby of the Week Family
1 large pizza of your choice!

4487 GERTRUDE ST.
Open at 11 a.m.

EVERYDAY!

Baby’s First Sunglasses
Compliments of

250 .724.0933
4009 Redford St.  |  www.valleyvisionoptometry.ca

Baby of the Week

Gift Basket for Baby of the Week!
Prepared by Cedargrove Reformed Church Family. 

Contact Carol Johnston 250-723-7080

CEDAR GROVE REFORMED CHURCH

MEET

Braelyn Mary Ellen Fleurissaint
Krista Keno & Jordan Fleurissaint are the 
proud new parents of Braelyn Mary Ellen 
Fleurissaint. She was born on Wednesday, 
May 8, 2013 at 3:33 pm & weighed 9 lbs. 1 
oz. A sister for Issah.

Congratulations 
to the Family!

For Mom “Flower's
with our Compliments!”

250-723-6212

ENGRAVED 
PLAQUE

For
Baby of the Week

Engraving & 
Web Creations Ltd.

4544 Adelaide St., Port Alberni   •   (250) 723-5239

MAY 8, 2013
Krista Keno & Jordan 

Fleurissaint,
 a daughter:

Braelyn Mary Ellen 
Fleurissaint

DRY GRAD
Tonight

Next Meeting
TUE, MAY 21

   7:15pm

This ad sponsored by AV Times “Your Community Connection”

Designated Driver Program 
can be booked for your event Big or Small

Dry Grad Account @ Bottle Depot 
Donate         Points to Dry Grad

May 30/13 is the last Thursday for
 Bagging at Quality Foods

Bottle Drive May 25 at the Bottle Depot  

~ Drop off your bottles to be sorted 

  For Dry Grad Tickets see Rhonda 
Doughty on Facebook or Monday at 

school lunch hour
Check ADSS Dry Grad Prom Facebook 

page for more info & contacts
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Second edition of book containing popular columns by the 
late Ike Patterson will be launched Thursday at Echo Centre

Volume 2 of ‘This Was Then’ hits the streets

SIOBHAN BURNS ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

The second edition of  “This 
Was Then… With Old Ike” will 
be available on Thursday.

The 140-page compilation of  the 
late Ike Patterson’s popular col-
umns was edited and compiled 
by his son, Kris Patterson.

When Ike died two years ago, he 
left his son with a collection of  
thousands of  pages of  text and 
pictures that he used to write his 
loved Pennyworth column. 

From 2003 to 2011, Ike filled 
an average of  six pages in the 
newspaper each week with his 
columns. 

Thursday will mark the book 
launch of  volume 2. The event 
will take place at Echo Centre at 
7 p.m.

Kris had a lot of  help with the 
second edition as he received 
about 1,100 e-mails from local 
residents who provided feedback 
and input. 

“There isn’t a day that goes by 
where I don’t hear someone say, 
‘Hey, I love this book,’” Kris said.

The book’s launch comes out 
on the heels of  Jean McIntosh’s 
retirement. McIntosh was the 
director of  the Alberni Valley 
Museum and helped Kris a great 
deal with the books.

“The museum staff  have been 
excellent,” he said.

With 500 copies hot off  the 
press, books will be sold at the 
launch and later at Quality 
Foods, the Rollin Art Centre and 
the Alberni Valley Museum.

The proceeds from book sales 
will be donated to the Alberni 
Valley Museum and the Alberni 
District Historical Society 
Archives. 

While the second edition is 
filled with different material 
than the first, volume 2 will offer 
something new.

The front page of  the book has 
been Layared and includes an 

introduction to the book through 
the self-service web application 
that activates print pages with 
digital content. 

Kris hopes to Layar more pages 
throughout the book and use 
original audio files of  interviews 
with Ike and local residents, as 
well as include more pictures 
and text. 

“In the future, I will be Laya-
ring other pages,” he said.

To see the layared front page, 
download the Layar app and 
scan the page.

In 2002, Ike joined the Port 
Alberni city council where he 
remained a councillor until his 
death. 

The book projects are a way 
for Kris to honour his father’s 
memory. He believes the second 
edition has achieved that.

“I think my dad would be happy 
now,” he said.

SBurns@avtimes.net
Kris Patterson, son of the late Ike Patterson, is ready to launch the second 
edition of ‘This Was Then... With Old Ike.’ [CHRISTOPHER FINLAYSON, TIMES]

GOOD DEEDS
Sharing some of the nice things we do for each other

Vintage Tractor Club raises money for children’s hospital

(Above) The Alberni Valley Vintage Tractor Club recently donated $2,000 to the B.C. Children’s Hospital. At right, Curves 
continues to support ACAWS. On the left, Trudy Johannessen and right, Cindy Blake.



Last time out I invited 
readers to critique an 
imaginary person’s flawed 

approach to job searching. 
Today I offer my thoughts on 

key areas where Claire’s strategy 
fell flat.

1. Her resumé lists every job 
since her teen years. Employers 
tend to see work history older 
than 10 to 15 years as “stale” and 
out of  date.

2. She lists her father as a refer-
ence. Relatives are not generally 
considered credible references 
because it’s hard for them be 
unbiased. 

3. The job objective on her 
resumé (“To put my skill’s to 
work for you’re company”) is too 
broad. The most effective resu-
més target a specific type of  job 
– employers looking to hire sales 
associates will not necessarily 
grasp the relevance of  green-
chain work, and vice versa.

4. Her resumé contains many 
font sizes and styles, often within 
the same sentence, and is full 
of  errors (“you’re company,” 
“dependible”). This suggests 
that she was lazy and couldn’t be 
bothered to do a better job – pos-
sibly true, since she spent less 
than an hour developing it, not 

wanting to “waste” more time 
she could devote to handing out 
applications.

5. Her methods are too narrow. 
Restricting herself  to faxing 
applications and answering only 
advertised jobs is an obvious 
and easy strategy, but also one 
of  the least successful. With 
this approach, Claire is access-
ing a minority of  job openings 
and limiting her chances by not 
pursuing personal contact with 
employers. She could greatly 
improve her prospects with a 
wider network – spreading the 
word among everyone she knows 
to tap into job leads.

Claire would also benefit by 
identifying suitable companies 
through business directories 
(such as the Yellow Pages, on 
paper or online). Wherever pos-
sible, she should take applica-
tions directly to these employ-
ers. Once there, she could ask 
to meet briefly with the hiring 

manager in order to pitch them 
her skills and experience. This 
approach is something of  an art 
in itself, and it could help Claire 
to meet with a case manager at 
her local employment centre for 
guidance with improving her 
self-marketing skills. She would 
also do well to spend more than a 
couple of  hours each day on her 
job search, since this task could 
easily fill up the equivalent of  a 
full workday.

6. She does not keep a record 
of  her job search, and does not 
seem to bother following up 
with employers to which she has 
applied. 

Writing down day-by-day 
details of  where you’ve dropped 
off  applications, whom you 
spoke to and what the result was 
is very helpful in keeping you 
organized and on track. It’s also 
handy for plotting appropriate 
times to do follow-ups – without 
consistent contact, employers 
are likely to forget all about 
Claire if  an opening does crop up 
down the road. 

Thought For The Week: “I am a 
great believer in luck, and I find 
the harder I work, the more I have 
of  it.” (Stephen Leacock, Canad-
ian author, 1869 - 1944)

Help out loan program

The Canadian Red Cross Health 
Equipment Loan Program 
(HELP) requires volunteers to 
work in the office to maintain 
computer records, file, receive 
donations and answer phones. 

Contact Diane Marwick at 
diane.marwick@redcross.ca.

Deliver healthy meals

Wholesome Meals on Wheels 
Association of  Port Alberni 
is looking for board members 
and volunteer drivers to deliver 
nutritious meals to shut-ins and 
those unable to prepare meals 
themselves. 

Contact Janet Buchanan at 
250-730-0390. 

Meat draw help needed

The Alberni Valley Hospice 
Society is looking for volunteers 
to help at the meat draws every 
Tuesday and Sunday nights at 
the Kingsway Hotel. 

For more information, contact 
Lenore at 250-723-4481 or office@
albernihospice.ca.

A new website, volunteeralberni.ca, is 
to connect volunteers with organiza-
tions needed a helping hand. The free 
service is available for groups and 
associations to post any volunteer 
positions they have and for the com-
munity to search for things they would 
like to do. For more information or to 
list your volunteer position on volun-
teeralberni.ca, or contact Kristi Dobson 
at info@volunteeralberni.ca.

Nov. 28
Richard F.D. Frank was found 

guilty of  three counts of  failing 
to comply with a probation order 
and one count of  assault. He 
appeared in court again on Dec. 5 
for sentencing.

Roy D. Marshall was found 
guilty of  mischief  in relation 
to property and failing to com-
ply with a probation order. He 
received a 12-month probation 
order with conditions, he was 
jailed one day and he was fined 
a victim surcharge of  $100, due 
Jan. 1, 2015.

Fabon J. Robert was jailed 25 
days for assault.

Wilson J. Robert was jailed 
seven days and he received a one-
year probation order with condi-
tions for two counts of  failing to 
comply with any condition of  an 
undertaking. He was also fined 
a victim surcharge of  $150, due 
April 7, 2014. 

He was also found guilty of  
being at large on an undertak-
ing or recognizance in which he 
received a one-year probation 
order with conditions, was jailed 
seven days and was fined a vic-
tim surcharge of  $100, due April 
7, 2014. In addition to those char-
ges, Robert was jailed 50 days 

assault and fined another victim 
surcharge of  $50, due April 7, 
2014.

Ryan T. Rush was jailed 30 days 
and fined a victim surcharge of  
$50, due Aug. 1, 2015, for failing to 
comply with a probation order. 
He was also found guilty of  rob-
bery for which he was jailed six 
months, he received a one-year 
probation order and a lifetime 
firearm prohibition. He is also 
required to pay a victim sur-
charge of  $100, due Aug. 1, 2015.

Jody L. Taylor was found guilty 
of  theft, failing to comply with 
any condition of  an undertaking, 
being at large on an undertaking 
or recognizance and failing to 
attend court.

 She was jailed 60 days and 
received a one-year probation 
order with conditions. She must 
also pay a $250 victim surcharge, 
due Nov. 28, 2014.

Christopher T. S. Williams was 
jailed 30 days and fined a victim 
surcharge of  $100, due Nov. 28, 
2014 for failing to comply with a 
probation order.

Joseph L. Williams received a 
12-month conditional discharge 
and probation order for assault. 

News@avtimes.net

HISTORY

TRIPLE C
STORAGE

COVERED
R.V. STORAGE

723-1307

WANTED
ANTIQUE FURNITURE

will pay fair value for quality pieces 
and unique things

Call Jim
250-954-8981

PERMANENT
ROUTES

A287 -  5500-6000 block of River 
Road

A331 -  1600-2900 Alberni Hwy., 
5300-5600 Dundalk N, 5200 
Edland, 1600 Elkford, 1700-
1800 Export, 2600 Foulcer, 
2200-2300 Old Nan. Hwy.

A342 - 6200-6500 Cherry Creek Rd., 
Milligan Rd.

A352 - 5900-6000 Cottam, 5900 
Margot, Owen Rd., Veldham 
Rd., Walmer Rd.

A461 - 7300-7600 block of Bell Rd., 
5900-6100 block of Stuart 
Ave.

A470 -  8200-8300 block of Dickson 
Dr. 8100 block of Faber Rd.

A476 - 9200, 9400 & 9500 block of 
Stirling Arm Dr, 3 papers

ATM166 –  2100-2400 block of 
Anderson Ave., 4000 block 
of Neill St., 4000-4100 
block of Scott St.

WANTED: We want you to 
join our AV Times Team!
Is walking your form of exercise? Get paid to do it!

Are you looking for some extra mad money?
Hey Kids! Are you soon heading back to school and 

would like some spending money?

The Alberni Valley Times may have a route in your area!
If any of the routes below interest you, please give us a call: 

250-723-8171

(250) 390-1160
Canadian Tire Plaza, Nanaimo          www.skinlaserclinic.ca

LASER HAIR REMOVAL
Bikini/Brazilian Bikini and Underarm $169/$189 per tx.

We treat the following: 
Leg veins, skin tags, milia, nail fungus 

Botox $10 per unit  Latisse $125

LOOK YOUR BEST THIS CHRISTMAS!
~Have glowing skin with a gentle illuminating peel  $49

~Brighten your smile with Blu light teeth whitening $99

~Let your eyes pop with a lash tint! 
Add to any of the above for $15

Pretty feet? Add a Pedi to any of the above for $35

Satisfying our clients for 10 years            expires Dec 31, 2013
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Heroes in heritage recognized for hard work
HEATHER THOMSON ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

The Alberni Valley Museum 
and Heritage Commission hand-
ed out its annual awards on Wed-
nesday night, and among them 
were a few surprises.

Mike McDowall represented the 
commission as its new chairman 
and announced this year’s win-
ners. First he thanked everyone 
who works so hard in the Alberni 
Valley to preserve the history 
here.

“There are a lot of  critical 
things going on in our commun-
ity, and one of  them is its herit-
age,” he said. 

He stressed the importance 
of  continuing to work hard to 
preserve the history of  the com-
munity and find ways to expose 
residents to their heritage.

The first people recognized for 
the evening were Darlene Coul-
son and Marta Williamson. 

Coulson served on the commis-
sion from 2007 to 2013, but will 
now step down. She was instru-
mental in the Centennial cele-
brations as well as many other 
projects.

Williamson will remain on the 
commission, but she has stepped 
down as chair after serving for 
2013.

The Ike Patterson Award went 
to Frank Holm this year. 

Holm played a key role in 
producing the Centennial book 
“Then and Now,” as well as 
other publications and research 
through the years. He is an active 
member of  the Alberni Valley 
Historical Society and has been 
part of  almost every project 
the society has taken on since 
joining. 

Ike’s son Kris Patterson pre-
sented the award. He said Holm 
has been a true friend of  the 
museum and his profound know-
ledge of  local history and his pas-

sion for fostering local heritage 
“makes him an invaluable part 
of  the heritage community in the 
Alberni Valley.”

On a personal note, Kris said 
Holm has helped him tremen-
dously during the time he was 
working on publishing two books 
based on his father’s work.

Mike Carter received the first 
community award for his “long 
service as an advocate of  the 
heritage community.”

In recognition of  his support 
for the museum and heritage, 
David Cox received an award. 
This was also to thank him 
for the work he did “with the 

development and construction 
of  the Lady Rose and Uchucks 
exhibit in the Hutcheson 
Gallery.”

On the receiving end this time, 
Kris Patterson was given an 
award “in recognition of  his 
dedication to documenting com-
munity heritage, preserving 

his father’s legacy and consist-
ently acting as a friend of  the 
Alberni Valley Museum and local 
heritage.”

The Thompson family, repre-
sented by Todd Thompson and 
his father Art Thompson, were 
recognized with an award for 
their “generous donation of  a 
replacement spar tree to McLean 
Mill National Historic Site, mak-
ing possible the ongoing old-time 
logging demonstrations.” Art, a 
former McLean Mill employee, 
donated the tree, and his son 
Todd fell it. 

Les Stevens was recognized for 
his work “on restoring and oper-
ating the Farquhar steam tractor 
from the mill’s collection” as well 
as his work with the Industrial 
Heritage Society. 

IHS member Vic Laughlin was 
also honoured for his work on 
the steam engine.

The final presentation of  the 
evening was to Jean McIntosh 
in “recognition of  her long-term 
service to the Alberni Valley 
Museum and the City of  Port 
Alberni as curator and director 
of  the museum.”

McIntosh was awarded the 
title of  Director Emeritus of  the 
museum, and a plaque will hang 
in her honour at the museum.

The presentation came as a 
surprise to McIntosh. She said it 
was a privilege working with the 
dedicated people at the museum 
and the volunteers who dedicate 
so much time to preserving local 
history. 

“Everything in this place is 
truly a team effort,” she said. 
“This is a real honour.”

She said she missed working 
with people who made her look 
good by the work they did to sup-
port her.

HThomson@avtimes.net
250-720-7776

(Above) From left, Les Stevens receives his award from Mike McDowall, while Mayor John Douglas presents Vic Laughlin 
with his photo on Wednesday night at the annual Alberni Valley Museum and Heritage Commission awards night at the 
Alberni Valley Museum. (Bottom left) From left, Douglas presents Todd and Art Thompson with their award. (Bottom right) 
Kris Patterson gives the Ike Patterson Award to Frank Holm. [HEATHER THOMSON, TIMES]

COURT NEWS
Compiled by Alberni Valley Times

VOLUNTEER CORNER
Opportunities to give back to your community

IF YOU KNOW ABOUT A

“Sports Short”

150 WORDS MAXIMUM,
PHOTOS WELCOME!

send us a note to
news@avtimes.net

250.723-8171
or call us at

Do you know someone who has achieved a sporting 
accomplishment deserving of recognition?

Let us know and we will include it in our
Sports Shorts. Nothing is too small or big.

This is your chance to brag!

Six tips to correct errors Claire 
made in last week’s job search

David MacFadden works at the local 
Alberni Valley Employment Centre.

Dave
MacFadden
On the 
Job

SCOTT McKENZIE ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

Other than Dan Washington, 
Port Alberni’s mayor and council 
are being non-committal when it 
comes to this November’s munici-
pal election.

On Monday, May 5, the Alberni 
Valley Times issued a preliminary 
election poll to get a better idea of  
who plans to attempt to hold onto 
their seats at city hall.

Mayor and council were given 
eight full days to respond.

Five of  the six councillors 
responded, with Coun. Rob Cole 
not replying to the poll. 

Mayor John Douglas also did not 
respond.

Washington was the only coun-
cillor to affirm he will run for 
re-election to council when the 
polls open on Nov. 15. He also con-
firmed he will not run for mayor.

“I like Port Alberni, I’ve lived 
here nearly 38 years, been act-
ive in the community for 30 of  
those years,” Washington wrote 
to the Times. “I wish to see Port 
Alberni move ahead. I look for-
ward to serving another term 
on council and [being] part of  a 
team in 2015.”

Washington wrote he would not 
run for mayor because he believes 
the position needs to be treated as 
a full-time job.

“This would allow one to focus 
completely on the city,” Washing-
ton wrote. “The pay should also 
reflect dedication.”

Coun. Cindy Solda, who also 
represents the City of  Port 
Alberni on the Alberni-Clayoquot 
Regional District’s board of  direc-
tors and chairs that board, would 
not commit to running again for 
city council or for the mayor’s 
seat. 

“I guess I should say that I am 
still a city councillor and need to 
worry about what I am doing pres-
ently,” Solda wrote in response to 
the Times poll, “and worry about 
what I am going to do regarding 
the upcoming election when it is 
time to decide if  I am going to fill 
out the paperwork.”

Coun. Hira Chopra has also not 
decided whether or not he will 
be involved in the election this 
November.

Chopra answered “maybe” and 
“let you know when I decide” to 
both questions on the poll, one 
asking if  he would run for coun-

cil, the other for mayor.
As well, Coun. Wendy Kerr has 

not made her decision.
“I have not made a decision 

regarding whether I will run for 
a position on council in the next 
election,” Kerr wrote.

“I have enjoyed serving on 
the council and representing 
the people of  Port Alberni. I 
have learned so much and I still 
have much more to learn. I am 
not ready or financially able to 
consider running for mayor at 

this time.”
In an email to the Times, Coun. 

Jack McLeman wrote, “will be 
making my mind up which to run 
for, or if, in June.

Thus far, Port Alberni residents 
Chris Alemany, Seva Dhaliwal, 
Denis Sauve, Sharie Minions 
and Joyce Bergen have gone pub-
lic with their plans to run for city 
council.

SMcKenzie@avtimes.net             
250-723-8171

BOOK LAUNCH

FRIDAY,  MAY 16, 2014
Echo Aquatic Centre

(250-720-2514 for info)
  6:00 -   9:00 am Adult Lanes
  9:15 - 10:00 am Adult Aquafit
11:30  -  1:00 pm Adult Lanes
12:00 - 12:45 pm Gentle Aquafit
  1:00  -  3:00 pm  Adult Lanes & Everyone 

Welcome
  3:45  -  6:00 pm Adult Lane (1 Lane)
  5:15  -  6:00 pm Adult Aquafit
  6:00 -   7:30 pm Everyone Welcome Swim
  7:30  -  9:00 pm Teen Swim (12+)

Alberni Valley Multiplex 
(250-720-2518 for info)

Glenwood Sports Centre 
(250-723-2181 for info & private rentals)

Alberni Valley Museum 
(250-720-2863 for info)

  10:00 -  5:00 pm Everyone Welcome

SATURDAY,  MAY 17, 2014
Nights Alive 

May Long Weekend – No Session
Echo Aquatic Centre

(250-720-2514 for info)
  8:00 - 10:00 am Adult Lane Swim
12:00  -  1:30 pm (3) Adult Lanes (+16)
  2:00  -  4:00 pm Everyone Welcome
  4:00  -  6:00 pm Adult Lane Swim
  6:30  -  8:00 pm Everyone Welcome Swim

Alberni Valley Multiplex
(250-720-2518 for info)

Glenwood Sports Centre
(250-720-2181 for info)
Alberni Valley Museum
(250-720-2863 for info)

 10:00 -  5:00 pm Everyone Welcome

SUNDAY,  MAY 18, 2014
Echo Aquatic Centre

(250-720-2514 for info)
  8:00 - 10:00 am Adult Lane Swim
10:00 - 12:00 pm Everyone Welcome
12:00  -  1:30 pm Adult Lanes (+16)
  2:00  -  4:00 pm Everyone Welcome
  4:00  -  5:30 pm Adult Lane Swim
  6:00  -  8:00 pm Everyone Welcome

Alberni Valley Multiplex
(250-720-2518 for info)

Glenwood Sports Centre
(250-723-2181 for info)
Alberni Valley Museum
(250-720-2863 for info)

Closed

MONDAY,  MAY 19, 2014
Echo Aquatic Centre (250-720-2514 for info)
  6:00 -   9:00 am Adult Lanes
  9:15 - 10:00 am Aquafit Drop In
10:00 - 11:30 am  Adult Lanes & Everyone 

Welcome  (Not Tots Pool)
11:30  -  1:00 pm Adult Lanes
12:00  - 12:45 pm Gentle Aquafit
  1:00  -  3:00 pm  Adult Lane Swim & 

Everyone Welcome
  3:30  -  5:30 pm Everyone Welcome
  6:30  -  8:00 pm Everyone Welcome
  8:00  -  9:00 pm  Adult Aquafit & One Lane 

Available
Alberni Valley Multiplex
(250-720-2518 for info)

Glenwood Sports Centre
(250-723-2181 for info)
Alberni Valley Museum
(250-720-2863 for info)

Closed.

TUESDAY,  MAY 20, 2014
Echo Aquatic Centre

(250-723-2514 for info)
  6:00 -   9:00 am Adult Lanes
  9:15 - 10:00 am Aquafit Drop In
11:30 -   1:00 pm Adult Lanes
12:00 - 12:45 pm Gentle Aquafit
  1:00  -  3:00 pm  Adult Lanes/Everyone 

Welcome Swim
  7:30   - 8:15 pm  Aquafit Drop In/Adult Lanes
  8:15  -  9:00 pm Adult Lane Swim

Alberni Valley Multiplex
(250-720-2518 for info)

Glenwood Sports Centre
(250-723-2181 for info)
Alberni Valley Museum
(250-720-2863 for info)

  10:00 -  5:00 pm Everyone Welcome

WEDNESDAY,  MAY 21, 2014
Dad's Night Out

  6:15  -  7:15 pm  Alberni Valley Golf Club 
- Get ready to practice your 
Putting and Driving. Clubs 
and Balls provided.

Echo Aquatic Centre
(250-720-2514 for info)

  6:00 -   9:00 am Adult Lanes
  9:15 - 10:00 am Aquafit Drop In
11:30  -  1:00 pm Adult Lane Swim
12:00  - 12:45 pm Gentle Aquafit
  1:00  -  3:00 pm  Adult Lane Swim & 

Everyone Welcome
  5:30  -  6:30 pm Adult Swim
  6:30  -  8:00 pm Everyone Welcome Swim
  8:00  -  8:45 pm Aquafit Drop In
  8:00  -  9:00 pm 1 Adult Lane Available

Alberni Valley Multiplex
(250-720-2518 for info)

Glenwood Sports Centre
(250-723-2181 for info)
Alberni Valley Museum
(250-720-2863 for info)

  10:00 -  5:00 pm Everyone Welcome

THURSDAY,  MAY 22, 2014
Echo Aquatic Centre

(250-720-2514 for info)
  6:00 -   9:00 am Adult Lanes
  9:15 - 10:00 am Aquafit
11:30  -  1:00 pm Adult Lane Swim
12:00 - 12:45 pm Gentle Aquafit
  1:00  -  3:00 pm  Adult Lane Swim & 

Everyone Welcome
  7:30  -  8:15 pm  Adult Aquafit & Adult 2 

Lane Swim
  8:15  -  9:00 pm Adult Lane Swim

Alberni Valley Multiplex
(250-720-2518 for info)

Glenwood Sports Centre
(250-723-2181 for info)
Alberni Valley Museum
(250-720-2863 for info)

  10:00 -  8:00 pm Everyone Welcome

FRIDAY,  MAY 23, 2014
Echo Aquatic Centre

(250-720-2514 for info)
  6:00 -   9:00 am Adult Lanes
  9:15 - 10:00 am Adult Aquafit
11:30  -  1:00 pm Adult Lanes
12:00 - 12:45 pm Gentle Aquafit
  1:00  -  3:00 pm  Adult Lanes & Everyone 

Welcome
  3:45  -  6:00 pm Adult Lane (1 Lane)
  5:15  -  6:00 pm Adult Aquafit
  6:00 -   7:30 pm Everyone Welcome Swim
  7:30  -  9:00 pm Teen Swim (12+)

Alberni Valley Multiplex
(250-720-2518 for info)

Glenwood Sports Centre
(250-723-2181 for info & private rentals)

Alberni Valley Museum
(250-720-2863 for info)

10:00 -   5:00 pm Everyone Welcome

Community 
Calendar
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Get Your Copy Today!

            Available at 
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GRANT, from Page 1

The project includes a com-
puter-generated model that 
simulates how the Dry Creek 
watershed reacts to heavy rain.

A fisheries biologist will also be 
included to ensure natural habi-
tat isn’t disturbed.

Cicon said the result of  the 
grant application came in later 
than the city expected, which 
could create problems as the 
province and feds require all 
funds to be spent by March 2016. 

“We expected this information 
to come to us before the close of  
our budget,” he said, noting that 
plans for the summer construc-
tion season do not currently 
include expenses for the Dry 
Creek project. “There is a con-
cern on our part. The award has 
come later than we expected.”

Cicon expects to meet with rep-
resentatives from the province 
at the end of  May to determine a 
workable timeline for the flood 
mitigation work.

“We’ve just received the word 
that we are successful,” added 
city manager Ken Watson dur-
ing the Monday meeting. “The 
details for it will go to council at 
the next meeting.”

EPlummer@avtimes.net
250-723-8171

Project aims to 
widen streams 
with computer 
generated 
design plans

Alberni author releases new book
ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

A Port Alberni author is releas-
ing his newest book next week.

“Action: The Catalyst to 
Achieve All Your Dreams & 
More” will be available at Qual-
ity Foods, Curious Coho Books 
and Rollin Art Centre, beginning 
Friday.

The 82-page book reinforces the 
importance of  action in your life, 
with personal examples, as well 
as strategies for several major 
life areas, including time man-
agement, productivity, discipline, 
fears and worries, communica-
tion, grief  and loss, gratitude 
and goal setting, among others.

“This book definitely came 
from the inspiration of  my own 
personal life.” Patterson said. 

He credits the support of  the 
great people in Port Alberni for 

his book project’s success so far. 
“The community of  Port 

Alberni has been very sup-
portive. Every day someone 
comes up to me to tell me how 
much they’ve enjoyed one of  my 
books.”

To date, Patterson has compiled 
and published “This was Then 
with Old Ike,” volumes 1 and 2, as 
well as “I Will Always Love You 
Ella” and “Sales Success.”

Patterson invites everybody to 
come out and check out his book. 

The book launch for “Action” 
will take place Thursday, May 
22, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at A Step 
Above at Quality Foods.

E-books are available through 
Amazon.com or Patterson’s web-
site, krispatterson.com.

News@avtimes.net
250-723-8171

All but one councillor non-committal for election

Kris Patterson will launch his new book at Quality Foods, A Step Above, on 
Thursday, May 22. [CHRIS FINLAYSON, TIMES]
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Deep cuts made by district
School board 
passes $346,133 
in 2013-14 savings

»Media

SCOTT McKENZIE ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

The Alberni School District will save$346,133 next school year, according to its preliminary income statement for2013-14.
The budget was presented by districtsecretary-treasurer Lindsay Cheethamand was passed unanimously by schoolboard trustees after three readings atTuesday night’s board meeting. Therewas no discussion on the budget fromtrustees after it was read.“Overall, we are projecting in ourbudget that our total expenditures willequal our total revenues, which willequal a balanced budget,” Cheethamsaid. 

The district needed to start looking forsavings in its budget to prepare for theend of  its funding protection from theMinistry of  Education, which providesthe district $1.3 million. Funding protec-tion runs out after the 2014-15 schoolyear, which is why savings needed tocome quickly.
Superintendent Cam Pinkertonannounced in late 2012 the district wouldneed to close a Port Alberni elementaryschool. Later the district and its boarddecided against it after parents voiced their concerns.

Closing a school, Pinkerton said, was going to save the district $300,000 per year.
Parents and the board alike agreed there had to be another way, and the district’s report shows that as it savedl

SCAN ME!

I’M LAYARED
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I’M LAYAREDWatch VING division manager Hugh Nicholson’s 
photo t
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‘Alberni Valley Times’
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ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

Kris Patterson has been 
appointed advertising manager 
for the Alberni Valley Times and 
The Westerly.

Patterson started with the 
Pennyworth in April 2007, and 
then came over to the Alberni 
Valley Times in January of  2009. 
He has worked as a sales rep sell-
ing both the Pennyworth and the 
Alberni Valley Times. 

“I am confident that his experi-
ence and reputation in Port 
Alberni will be a huge advantage 
as he mentors and goes out on 
sales calls with our reps,” said 
Hugh Nicholson, publisher of  
the Alberni Valley Times.

Patterson grew up in the 
Alberni Valley and has called it 
home his whole life. He said he 
has always been proud to be part 
of  the Alberni Valley Times. 

He is looking forward to the 
challenges this new position will 
offer him and the chance it pres-
ents to better serve the commun-
ity he loves.

“I take pride in being part of  
the paper of  record in my home 
town,” he said. “The Alberni 
Valley Times has ties to the com-
munity going back to 1907.  We 
are dedicated to providing the 
most enjoyable reader experi-
ence through print and online.”

He said he looks forward to 
serving the paper’s readers and 
advertisers.

The Westerly News has a new 
managing editor.

Jackie Larson Carmichael 
comes to the West Coast from the 
Edmonton Sun, where she cov-
ered provincial government for 
Edmonton’s daily paper.

A Port Alberni native, Car-
michael has two decades of  
experience in journalism, much 
of  that spent in the United 
States.

Her work has appeared in the 
Dallas Morning News, Entrepre-

neur Magazine and numerous 
daily newspapers and magazines. 

She is the recipient of  numer-
ous awards including the Texas 
Association Press Managing Edi-
tors first place for feature series 
writing. 

Over her career, she has edited 
newspapers and magazines, and 
she welcomes the return to com-
munity journalism.

“I’m so pleased to be close to 
my Island roots and family for 
the first time in my career,” 
she said. “I believe in the vital 
importance of  the community 
newspaper, and I know Glacier 
Media is committed to doing a 
really good job in Ucluelet and 
Tofino.

“There’s a wealth of  good 
and important stories here. I 
have visited family on the West 
Coast many times, and I look 
forward to meeting new friends 
and learning more about this 
amazingly beautiful place,” Car-
michael said.

Carmichael is the author of  
a career guide for FabJob Pub-
lishing. She and her husband 
Gerry have five grown children 
between them. The Carmichaels 
will live in Ucluelet.

Another recent addition to the 
Westerly crew is advertising rep-
resentative Paul Schroeder.

Originally from Port Alberni, 
Schroeder lived in Quesnel for 
two years before moving to Vic-
toria in 1999 where he spent eight 
years working for a local publish-
ing company.

Schroeder then returned to 
Port Alberni to work for the 
Alberni Valley Times in 2012. In 
2013, Schroeder was offered a 
position at the Westerly News 
and moved to Ucluelet. An Island 
boy at heart, some of  his favour-
ite activities include playing 
hockey, mountain biking, and 
playing guitar.

News@avtimes.net
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Alberni Valley Times 
appoints ad manager

PATTERSON

REGIONAL NEWS
News services

◗ VICTORIA

Singles on dating sites 
targeted in pricey fraud

Lonely singles in the Victoria 
and surrounding area are learn-
ing the hard way that money 
cannot buy love.

Victoria Police have issued a 
warning of  an elaborate scam 
targeting the lovelorn around the 
capital city.

Const. Michael Russell says 
the department has received two 
reports in the last week of  frauds 
involving victims who used dat-
ing websites.

Russell says the victims are 
promised a share of  profits or 
other riches if  they will just send 
money overseas to handle ship-
ping and storage of  a large quan-
tity of  gold.

He says that in one case a 
victim transferred as much as 
$50,000 before the fraud was 
discovered.

◗ ROCKLAND

Firefighters rescue man 
from roof in house fire

Victoria firefighters rushed to 
a rooming house fire on Rock-
land Avenue this morning to 
find a man clinging to an eave 
on the roof  to escape the blaze 
below.

“There were huge flames and 
smoke coming from the fourth 
floor,” said Lt. Gord Taylor, who 
was there. “One guy was on the 
roof, hanging onto an eave. He 
was a little traumatized so we 
had to coax him and help him 
down.”

An extension ladder was used 
to rescue the man, who was 
taken to hospital with smoke-
inhalation injuries.

Crews were called to the fire at 
1114 Rockland Ave. (near Cook 
Street) just before 2 a.m. The 
building is a 20-unit rooming 
house.

◗ NANAIMO

First non-stop WestJet 
flight from Calgary lands

Years of  infrastructure 
improvements and work to 
increase passenger traffic at the 
Nanaimo airport began to pay 
off  Monday as the first non-stop 
WestJet flight to the city from 
Calgary touched down.

WestJet’s plan for daily flights 
between Nanaimo and Calgary 
is now part of  the airline’s new 
Encore service, Canada’s newest 
regional airline, which will pro-
vide regular flights to Nanaimo, 
Fort St. John, Vancouver, and 
Victoria. The service also flies to 
Saskatoon on WestJet’s new fleet 
of  Bombardier Q400 aircraft.

WestJet Encore president Ferio 
Pugliese was among the pas-
sengers on the inaugural flight 
to Nanaimo on Monday, which 
quickly refilled for a return trip 
to Calgary.
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“To err is human,” wrote poet 
Alexander Pope nearly 300 years 
ago. Nowadays we might say 
“nobody’s perfect” or “everyone 
makes mistakes.” However you 
phrase it, it’s a basic human 
truth.      

But what if  some of  your past 
mistakes have saddled you with 
a criminal record? How can you 
spin this positively when apply-
ing for work? It’s a predicament 
faced by roughly one out of  
ten job seekers, and as such it 
seemed a worthwhile issue to 
address in this column.

Finding a job can be challen-
ging enough to start with; it’s 
that much trickier if  you have 
a criminal record. Ex-offenders 
face widespread discrimination 
from employers unwilling to 
take a chance on applicants they 
perceive as untrustworthy or 
unsafe, who may pose a height-
ened risk to their business. (One 
potential bright spot is the loom-
ing skills shortage, with projec-
tions for more job openings than 
people available to fill them. The 
harder it is for employers to find 
staff, the more open they’ll likely 
be to marginalized groups like 
ex-offenders.)

Given these prejudices, it may 
be highly tempting to try to 
hide your criminal past from 
prospective employers. Don’t. In 
these days of  heightened secur-
ity and liability, employers have, 
and will use, myriad means at 
their disposal to uncover this 
information. 

In Canada, employers can 
legally ask if  you have any 
unpardoned convictions for fed-
eral offenses, and refuse to hire 
you if  you do. Provincial offenses 
are not as clear-cut, but employ-
ers can still reject you as a can-
didate if  they can demonstrate 
that your crimes might affect 
your ability to do the job.

The wisest course, then, is to 
expect that your record will be 
an issue, and to develop a strat-
egy to address it that is direct, 
honest, and positive. First off, 
remember that not all crimes are 
created equal. Offenses that are 
recent, serious, or repeated will 
be more of  a concern to employ-
ers than older, less serious, one-
time offenses. 

The open-minded employer will 
also want to consider the rel-
evance of  your crimes to the job 
– a conviction for insider trad-
ing is less of  a liability if  you’re 
applying to be a groundskeeper 
– as well as what you’ve done to 
rehabilitate yourself  in the time 
since your release.

Once you’ve formulated your 
strategy, the next question is 
whether you should present 
it pre-emptively or wait until 
the employer raises the issue. 
There’s no absolute answer; it’s 
simply a judgement call. How-
ever, as it’s a virtual guarantee 
the employer will learn about 
your record soon enough, you 
may decide to broach the issue 
head-on just to get it out of  the 
way.     

I’ll pick up here next time with 
some suggestions for answering 
questions about criminal records 
openly, honestly and with a focus 
on the positive. Stay tuned!

Thought for the Week: 
“Don’t ever let your problems 

become an excuse.” (Anonymous)

Black-footed albatross from 
Hawaii succumbs to injuries

This albatross was admitted 
from Pacific Rim National 
Park.

I believe it is an adult black-
footed albatross. A fisherman 
found and captured it and then 
hooked up with park staff  who 
arranged transport of  it to 
Alberni. 

Our volunteers Ed and Linda 
Harris then drove it to NIWRA. It 
has a severe eye injury – actually 
looks like it is missing the one 
eye and it would be an old injury 
from the amount of  healing done 
already. 

The left wing also droops some 
and it is quite weak so when 
stronger we will have Malcolm 
examine and X-ray it to decide 
what its chances are. The bird is 
banded also so at one time was 
captured and i will see if  i can 
hunt up its history.

Our albatross was banded 2004 
in Hawaii. We recently received 
information regarding the alba-
tross from the USGS “Science 
for a Changing World” and The 
Canadian Wildlife Service. 

This document showed the 
band number of  the black-footed 
albatross, which was found in 
Whale-Skate, Honolulu Country, 
Hawaii, USA on June 16, 2004.  

At the time of  being banded, 
the document states the bird was 
too young to fly. The location of  
the last encounter was at sea 40 
km. off  the West Coast of  Uclue-
let on May 21, 2013. 

It definitely had made a long 
trip to the West Coast of  British 
Columbia. Its body condition 
showed it was a tough journey.  

The albatross is steadily gain-
ing strength and I had the privil-
ege of  viewing the bird being fed 
the other day with the fish being 
provided. It has a very healthy 
appetite.  

Unfortunately, with the miss-
ing eye and other physical prob-
lems, the decision by our veter-

inarian Dr. McAide the bird was 
euthanized. This is always a dif-
ficult decision, but the well-being 
of  the bird had to be considered.  

The black-footed albatross is 
the only uniformly dark-plum-
aged albatross of  the North 
Pacific Ocean. It nests for the 
most part on remote beaches 
in the Hawaiian Archipelago 
during the northern winter and 
spring, and then wanders widely 
across North Pacific waters as 
far as Alaska, California, Taiwan 
and the Bering Sea. This is the 
only albatross seen regularly 
off  the Pacific Coast of  North 
America.

This albatross feeds mainly on 
squid and on the eggs of  flying-
fish, although it often follows 
ships and trawlers, picking up 

offal left in their wake. Like 
other tube-nosed birds, its olfac-
tory lobes are well-developed, 
probably helping it to locate food 
in the vast reaches of  oceanic 
waters. Along with its food, 
this species is known to ingest 
considerable amounts of  float-
ing plastic (a growing pelagic 
phenomenon).

Live raptor presentations will 
begin in July and August every 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday 
at 1:30 p.m. in the Learning Centre. 
To learn more, go to the North 
Island Wildlife Recovery Centre’s 
website at www.niwra.org.

Job searching when 
you’re an ex-offender

» David MacFadden works at the local 
Alberni Valley Employment Centre.

David
MacFadden
On the 
Job

CARMICHAEL

Sylvia 
Campbell
Wild N 
Free

» Sylvia Campbell works at the North 
Island Wildlife Centre. If you would like 
more information about wildlife, call the 
centre at 250-248-8534.

This black-footed albatross made it from Hawaii, but in very poor condition. 
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COURT BRIEFS
Compiled by Alberni Valley Times

Pool re-opens Sunday 
after four-week closure
ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

Echo Aquatic Centre will re-
open Sunday after a scheduled 
four-week closure.

During the closure, city parks, 
recreation and heritage com-
pleted the pool’s annual mainten-
ance shutdown, which began the 
evening of  Aug. 16.

Staff  removed plugs that were 
installed last fall in two faulty 

pipes that had been identified as 
the causes of  the pool’s leak.

The pool was also drained so a 
company could repair the shal-
low end of  the pool, where tiles 
fell off.

Programs and public swim-
ming sessions will resume next 
week. For more information, call 
250-720-2514.

News@avtimes.net

Man pulled out ceramic planter on Third Ave. and smashed it

RCMP seek to identify 
vandal caught on camera

JULIE BERTRAND ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

Port Alberni RCMP are asking 
for the public’s help in identify-
ing a vandal.

Last Monday night, an adjacent  
store’s security camera captured 
a man damaging property out-
side the SteamPunk Café and 
Coffee House, which is near the 
corner of  Third Avenue and 
Angus Street.  

The unidentified man was 
filmed walking by the coffee 
house when he stopped, pulled 
out a ceramic planter that was 
bolted down outside the busi-
ness, and smashed it onto the 
ground.

If  anyone has information 
about the individual responsible 
for this act of  vandalism, they 
are asked to contact the Port 
Alberni RCMP or Crime Stoppers 
at 1-800-222-TIPS.

Man arrested for being 
at a park near children

A Port Alberni man was arrest-
ed on Tuesday for breaching his 
probation and recognizance con-
ditions by being at a park.

During a routine patrol near 
Weaver Park last Tuesday, a Port 
Alberni RCMP member observed 
a man stumbling through the 
park, close to the children’s play 
structure.

Port Alberni RCMP spokes-
woman Const. Shelly Schede-
witz said the man was stopped 
and identified as a person who 
was prohibited from being at 
any place that is frequented by 
people under the age of  16 and 
from having contact with people 
under the age of  16. The man 
was immediately arrested by the 
RCMP officer.

Brian Timothy George Race, 
52 years old, has been charged 
with two counts of  breach of  a 
recognizance, breach of  proba-

tion and failing to keep the peace 
and be of  good behaviour.

Race remains in custody and 
will make his first court appear-
ance on Sept. 19.

Race was arrested last May on 
similar charges was released 
form custody in August.

“Race’s recent behaviour has 
led us to believe he is not follow-
ing his probation and recogni-
zance conditions,” Schedewitz 
said. “When that happens, it 
becomes a great concern for the 
RCMP.”

She added that the safety of  
children in the Alberni Valley is 
a top priority for the detachment.

JBertrand@avtimes.net
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This screen capture shows a man filmed vandalizing a ceramic planter outside 
Steampunk Café and Coffee House on Monday night. [SUBMITTED PHOTO]

September 4
Andre R. Lajeunesse was given 

a suspended sentence of  one year 
and one year’s probation after 
being found guilty of  common 
assault. Lajeunesse must also 
pay a victim surcharge of  $50, 
due on Nov. 4.

September 5
Jody H. Dick was given a condi-

tional discharge of  one year and 
one year’s probation after being 
found guilty of  failure to comply 
with a probation order.

Cody G. Schram was given 
a conditional discharge of  18 
months and 18 months’ proba-
tion after being found guilty of  
assault with a weapon and fail-

ure to comply with conditions of  
undertaking. Schram is prohibit-
ed from owning firearms for five 
years and must supply a DNA 
sample. He must pay a victim 
surcharge of  $50, due on June 5.

Joshua L. A. Williamsen was 
given a suspended sentence of  20 
months and 20 months probation 
after being found guilty of  com-
mon assault and assault caus-
ing bodily harm. Williamsen is 
prohibited from owning firearms 
for five years and must supply a 
DNA sample.  

Crown counsel Todd Patola 
asked for the male teen involved 
in the Rogers Creek Park sexual 
assault to be sentenced as an 
adult.

» We want to hear from you. 
Send comments on this story to 
news@avtimes.net. Letters must 
include daytime phone number and 
hometown.

LUXURY DOWN UNDER
Fabulous hosted land tour & cruise of Australia & New Zealand

Price includes taxes, return air from Vancouver (other gateways available), 
premium accommodation and escorted sightseeing throughout and your cruise

From
$8999 CAD � �  D � � � ��  � CC� � A � C�

HOLLAND AMERICA’S
MS OOSTERDAM

30 nights | departs February 9, 2014
Join Gary and Fiona for a 30 day escorted 
tour featuring a ve day New Zealand land 

tour, a 14 day port intensive Holland America 
cruise from Auckland to Sydney, 3 days in 

the heart of Sydney, a visit to Ayers Rock in 
Australia’s outback and four days in tropical 

Queensland and the Great Barrier Reef

ASK FOR FIONA!

New bookings only. Price is per person based on 2 sharing an inside stateroom and subject 
to availability at the time of booking. CruisePlus Management Ltd. BPCPA #3325-0

1-877-722-2202   
� � � .C �� �� � � �� � .C A
Call us rst about any cruise - you will love us! FRIEND US!

Happy 50th Wedding Anniversary

Congratulations to Barrie and Marilynn Forbes. 
Together they have formed a lasting friendship, raised a family 

and built a beautiful marriage. 

Thanks for always being there for us.

Love from your family.

TESTIMONIAL

“Kris Patterson and the AV Times have done an excellent job to turn out our 
new client folder. I am thrilled to bits with it. All aspects of it are great, the 
picture, the artwork and the support from our local advertisers is amazing. 
Thanks again to our champion, Kris Patterson.”

Carl Scott, Owner, RE/MAX MID-ISLAND REALTY

WANTED! 3 MORE HOMES
IN YOUR AREA!

Become one of the 3 homes in your area to be used for our 2013/14 advertising promotion save $1500

In need of a new roof this year?
Never need to roof again!

As low as $28 a week on a 1000 sq. ft. home.
You can have an AMAZING FUTURE ROOF 
LIFETIME STEEL roofing system installed 

on you home!

Take advantage of 

our special finance for 

this promotion NO MONEY 

DOWN, NO PAYMENTS

up to 6 MONTHS or 2 years 

interest free OAC.

1-855-743-0032   LIMITED TIME OFFER

This is a special promotion for 
an exclusive dealer of
FUTURE ROOF
YOU CAN NOT APPLY ONLINE FOR THIS
PROMOTION

Call 1-250-743-0032
R & M PROMOTIONS

HAD A PRICE ON ALUMINIUM TOO HIGH?
TRY US YOU WILL BE PLEASANTLY SURPRISED.

• Has a LIFETIME NON PRO-RATED
• 50 year TRANSFERABLE WARRANTY
• Is ENERGY STAR compliant
• COOL ROOF technology
• SAVE ENERGY
• Available in SLATE, SHAKE or TILE PROFILES
• Repels MOSS, MOLD, FIRE, HAIL, RAIN, SNOW & WIND
• Will not FADE or DISCOLOUR 
• Virturally MAINTENANCE FREE
• Factory web site WWW.FUTUREROOF.COM
• Manufactured in Delta B.C.
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This Is Then...
With Kris Patterson

I recently completed a large project that
was long overdue. When I was completing
my executor duties in 2011 and 2012, I was
cleaning out my dad’s office and found a
box that was marked “Save at all Costs”. It
contained audio cassettes with interviews my
dad had done with people in Port Alberni
for his column as well as interviews he had
done when he was at the radio station. I

had the idea of adding this extra content
to “This was Then VolumeThree”. I began
the process of converting them to a more
useable format. It took a tremendous amount
of time. The cassettes had to be converted
in real time and then edited and burnt to
discs. I spent more than 500 hours on this
project, but I am pleased that they are now in
the hands of the museum. I spoke with Jamie

Morton, Manager of Museum, Heritage &
Culture for the City of Port Alberni and
he said “The AVMuseum is delighted to
receive this invaluable audio resource. The
tapes and disks represent many hours of
historical interviews done by Ike Patterson,
and many hours of effort by Kris Patterson in
converting them to an accessible format, and
indexing the materials contained on them.

The Museum will work on developing ways
to make these materials easily accessible to
researchers. We are very grateful to Kris
Patterson for his generosity in donating these
unique historical materials to share with the
community.”

I thought I knew a lot about our
community’s heritage but these tapes really
taught me a lot. There is more than 167
hours of edited content. There are a lot of
interviews with early residents of Alberni,
Cougar Brown, automotive stories, business
interviews (both past and present), and
amalgamation of Port Alberni and Alberni
interviews. I originally approached Jamie
Morton at the Museum to discuss what I was
working on and he was quite excited and
was looking at how they can be incorporated
into the museum collection and be accessible
to the public. This project took a lot of
work daily for the last couple of months but
I believe it provides an important record
of our community history and belongs to
everyone. The museum will announce the
procedure of how to listen to the audio as
soon as they set up a procedure for it. I hope
you will check it out, maybe your relatives
are on there. If you would like
more information please email me at
kpatterson@avtimes.net

This photo taken by my co-worker Christopher Finlayson shows Jamie Morton receiving the tapes and the converted
discs along with an index of the interviews. The Alberni Valley Museum will work on finding a way to make it
accessible to the public.

Watch for more

This Is
Then

in the
AV Times

It was great to see the history of the Port
Alberni newspapers in the AV Times Feb
18, 2015. The Alberni District Histori-
cal Society Archives are pleased to have
microfilm of all local newspapers back to
1907, over 250 rolls of film. Volunteers
are now in the process of digitizing them
so that there will be a searchable database.
The public is welcome at the archives on
Tuesdays andThursdays to access, for a
small fee, our extensive newspaper clip-
ping files and microfilm for local history
or genealogical research. The archives, in
operation for over 45 years, is the Keeper
of the Community History, with a huge
variety of historical documents, letters,
scrapbooks, family records and obituar-
ies, local publications and maps. We also
welcome donations of paper documents of
local interest that will enhance our collec-

tions. Thank you, Kris, for your contribu-
tions to the heritage of our Valley.

Marlene Dietrich, volunteer archivist

Hi Kris,
Thought I would e-mail you the names

of almost all of the staff, I can’t remember
the last name of one woman but everyone
else is listed.

Back row: Ron Atterbury, John Richard-
son, Dave Jarrett, Bill Arnst, Denis Houle,
Peter Lapins, Mike Lyle, Sandy Stewart and
Val Maher In front of Peter. Patrick Jones is
sitting in the forklift.

Second row: Olga Kanigan, Julie Snow,
Pat Harley, Pam Craig, Diane Morrison,
Linda Whiteman, Joyce Unger, Nigel Han-
naford, Rob Diotte, Jean Illman, Carol
Boxrud and Knox Coupland.

Front row: Angela Wirtz-Junker, Cindy

Reynolds, Carl Vesterback, Karen Boden,
Kelly -----. Wolf Suhr and Des Howland.

Hard to believe the staff was so large in
those days and we all fit in that office. I still
remember the great roar
as the press started up
every day around 1pm
and the news rolled off
the press, those were the
days when a story that
happened in the morning
was in that day’s paper,
not two days later. We
had about 180 paper
carriers spread across the
Valley from Cameron
Heights to the end of
Sproat Lake delivering
the paper by 5pm and
collecting every month.

I enjoy your new version of ‘Old’ Ike’s
column keep it up.

John Richardson

Feed Back

When I ran this photo of the Luckies
hockey team it was just to discuss the
inspiration for beginning this column,
however quite a few people have asked me if
I was going to run the photo again with the
rest of the names and a little more info. Here
is a little more info to the story. The picture
was taken during the 1960-61 season. Prior
to that the team was called the ‘Port Alberni
Flyers’. They won the ‘Suburban League
Championship’ in 1959-60. All games were
played in Nanaimo because Port didn’t have
a rink.

We have identified the following people in
the picture

Back Row – (left to right): Fred Kutchura,
Dale Newberry, unknown, Roy Beaumont,
Larry Rewakowsky, Merv Ganie, Joe
Hawksworth, unknown, Bill Saunders,
Roland Stickle and Del Deliasauia.

Front Row – (left to right): Bud Forman,
Don Whyte, Dick Murdock, unknown,
Gordie Moore and Bert Yesowick.

I have not been able to identify #6 and the
player in between numbers 14 and 9. If you
know who these players are please email me
at kpatterson@avtimes.net

Do you remember the “Luckies” what
other sports memories would you like to see
more of in this column. Please email your
requests and story ideas to
kpatterson@avtimes.net

3020 3rd Ave.
778-421-3698

Now Available at Animal Ark

Go!™ Now Fresh™ & Summit™
Dog & Cat Foods

• Quality ingredients
• Ask about our frequent buyer program

Canadian
Made
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The recent “Great Lake Walk” from Youbou to 
Lake Cowichan was the first time Kris Patterson 
has ever taken a 56-kilometre stroll.  He started out 
at 5am in the dark along with hundreds of  others 
and finished in the dark 15 hours, 2 minutes and 9 
seconds later.  That “walk” around Cowichan Lake 
earned Kris some blisters, along with the satisfac-
tion of  doing it on his first attempt, plus it meant 
$560 ($10 for every kilometre) for B.C. Children’s 
Hospital, the charity of  Kris’s choice.

“I’ll be doing it again next year,” Kris vowed.  “I 
urge everyone to support Children’s Hospital in 
their own way.”

Donations, however they are raised, can be 
made by contacting Steve or Barb Kalugin at 
250-723-1148. 

Kris Patterson presents his “hard-walked for” $560 to Steve Kalugin, the Port Alberni representative for B.C. Children’s 
Hospital. [LINDA PATTERSON PHOTO]

56 kilometres means $560 for B.C. 
Children’s Hospital

SPCA very pleased with turnout at 
Paws for a Cause

To say the local SPCA is happy with the 
Paws for a Cause event last Sunday would 
be an understatement.

“It was the most successful one-day 
fundraiser ever for this branch,” manager 
Irene Towell told OUR TOWN.  “All of  the 
money raised - $11,766.87 – goes towards 
the local shelter operations.”

The 49 participants, who came with 
pledge sheets, were joined by family and 
friends bringing the total to approximate-
ly 100 taking part in the annual trek at 
Blair Park.

“This year’s Paws for a Cause was our 
biggest year for those participating and 
for pledges,” Deb Thierstein added.

Congratulations and thanks to all those 
who stepped up for the SPCA this year, 
especially Monika Blats, who raised a 
good portion of  the total collected.  Mon-
ika walked with her dog “Cookie” and 
brought in pledges of  $2,056.61, for which 
she received a number of  prizes, includ-
ing a gift basket, leash, water bottle and 
a tote.

Pat and Gerry Hickey with their pets Susie, Tyson, Tank and Mazie, at the SPCA’s Paws for a Cause.  [SONJA DRINKWATER PHOTO]

See “Island on the Edge” this Tuesday
The Port Alberni Transition Towns Committee 

presents a new documentary about Vancouver 
Island food production on Tuesday, October 13 at 
7pm in the downstairs meeting room at Abbeyfield 
on 8th Avenue.  With the rise in popularity of  the 
so-called ‘100-Mile Diet’ this is your perfect oppor-
tunity to learn about the issues around local food 
production  Admission is free or by donation.  For 
further information on Island on the Edge, call 
250-723-2638.

Our Town, Our People



This Is Then...
With Kris Patterson

Many residents have wondered about 
Angel Rock and have expressed interest in 
learning more and since we have more and 
more people coming to the Alberni Valley 
every day I thought it might be a good time 
to explore some of the history of this iconic 
feature that is seen as people pass Cameron 
Lake and enter Port Alberni.

Angel Rock was a quite a memorable 
sight for a long time before it fell in the early 
morning hours of Sunday, November 14, 
1948. The collapse was believed to be caused 

by winter ice freezing in the fissures above 
the overhang.   I believe the original over-
hang went right down to the roadway and 
the department of Highways blasted out an 
unsupported tunnel early in the 1940’s. It is 
believed that this blasting is unconnected 
to the rock crashing down in 1948. This 
landmark would let people know that they 
were at about the half-way point between 
Parksville and Port Alberni.  The road was 
not always as nice as it is today. It used to be 
a blind corner with an unguarded roadway 

which was too narrow for two vehicles to 
pass each other. I heard that a Port Alberni 
band that played a Remembrance Day dance 
in Parksville were likely the last group to go 
under the rock before it came down. Were 
you part of that band? The road was closed 
for a few days. The fall also renewed interest 
in an alternative road out of the Valley which 
was started at the annual convention of the 
Associated Boards of Trade of Vancouver 
Island held in Courtenay in 1924.  In 1977, 
the Highways Department shaved the edges 

off which allowed bigger trucks an easier and 
safer trip around Cameron Lake.  I wanted to 
include some photos to show how impressive 
it was, compared to how it looks today.  No 
one was killed when the rock face fell down, 
making many people think it was a miracle.   
Are there any original photos before the 
blasting took place? Do you have any Angel 
Rock stories. Please share your memories 
and photos email me at kpatterson@avtimes.
net

Carl Gislason paused on the east side of Angel Rock for what was probably one of the 
last pictures taken before mother nature brought the intimidating overhang down on 
the roadway 63 years ago.

This is a pre-crash photo taken from another angle.

The painted sign on the rock explains the reason for it being known as Angel Rock.

On-lookers look at the large slabs of rock that fell to the roadway in 
this photo taken after the crash.

The song you referred to in Wed.  Jan  28,  2015  edition  of  the  Alberni  Valley Times  Is  
a  valued  part  of  Folk  Song  Circle’s  collection  of  tunes.  It  was  written by  Bill  Denett  and  
Chuck  Rudd  who  were  from  the  local  radio  Station C. J. A. V.

It was written sometime in the 1940’s. A  former  member  of  our  group, Stan  Titford,  had  it  
recorded  on  a cassette  tape and  his  daughter  Arlene  Moen,  passed  on  his  collection  to  our  
singing  group upon his  death.  We  perform  the  song  when  the  occasion  arises  for  a  his-
torical reference. The  last  time  I  remember  playing  it  publicly  was  at  the  dedication for the  
mosaic  project  at  North  Island  College.

Kind  regards,
Diane  Dvurak
Leader  of  Folk  Song  Circle 

This song was called “The Alberni Valley” and was written by Chuck Rudd and Bill Dennet 
in the late 40’s. It was the theme song for Bill Dennets Choir. I believe the Museum here has some 
information on it. I was part of that choir and I know there are still a lot of members still here in 
town. Tom and Anne.

Angel Rock as it appears today. Photo Chris Finlayson.

Feed Back
Here are a couple of emails that I received in response to the Port Alberni Song.  As always 

I appreciate your feedback.  Please let me know what you would like to see in a future column.  I 
am working on preparing a story on “The Duke” a dishwasher from Franklin River.  What do you 
remember about “The Duke” and do you have any photos?  Please also share your Franklin memo-
ries.  Please email me at kpatterson@avtimes.net

Song Titled “Alberni Valley”

TWT_2.4.15.indd   1 2015-02-03   1:08 PM



This Is Then...
With Kris Patterson

I was reluctant to start this idea at 
first as I thought my dad’s work had 
been completed. However, since his 
passing both, myself and the paper 
have received feedback from many 
people who were missing that com-
munity history. There are people that 
come to me with ideas every day and 
I felt like they deserved to be part 
of our local heritage. I realized how 
important and rich this community’s 
history and that it continues to play a 
vital role in Port Alberni. It’s impor-
tant to know where you come from, 
in order to know where you’re going 

and to measure your progress.
I recently received a phone call 

from Todd Jenkins, a man in San 
Bernardino, California who was 
hoping to talk to my dad. I explained 
how he had passed away and of-
fered to help him. It was in regards 
to someone who became quite well 
known in the United States and 
played hockey in Port Alberni for the 
“Luckies”. He let me know that there 
was very little surviving information 
about this man and he was interested 
in learning more as they were nam-
ing an arena after him.  Through 

some research, he came across Ike’s 
name. This was the catalyst for the 
reinvention of the column. My dad 
always said to me everything is con-
nected. I am starting to see those 
connections more and more. I believe 
it is these connections that make a 
community.

I decided to change the name of 
the column to This is Then. I did this 
because it was important to acknowl-
edge the change in the column but 
also to let the reader know that it will 
keep to the spirit of the original. This 
is Then is fitting because our past 

most definitely affects our present 
and our future.

In this column I hope to discuss 
businesses both past and present, 
historical events, places and your 
memories of them. I believe the suc-
cess of my dad’s column was directly 
attributed to the feedback and sup-
port he gained from the community. 
I hope you will enjoy these columns 
and I want to hear what you would 
like to see in future editions of this 
column. Please email me at kpatter-
son@avtimes.net with your thoughts 
and suggestions.

Here is the photo that triggered a call from San Bernardino, California. What do you remember about the Luckies? 
What other hockey teams?

The late Roy Snikkers took this shot of downtown Port 
Alberni on July 18, 1983.  The new courthouse was nearing 
completion in the top left hand part of the picture.  If you 
were to take the exact photo again today there would be no 
Beaufort Hotel.  Also of interest, two buildings on the east 
side of 3rd Avenue, up from the old Russell’s Jewellers were 
destroyed by a fire.  The large building next to the vacant 
lot was heavily damaged in that fire and was later torn 
down.  One smaller building was constructed after the fire 
(Former Investors Group Financial Services building)

This photo was taken in December 2014 by my co-worker 
Chris Finlayson from the window upstairs at the Alberni 
Community and Woman’s Services Society.  It shows the 
void left by the fire. You can see the edge of Steampunk 
Café and in the background you can see the old Papa John’s 
building.

What follows is the first of this new 
column. I have changed the name 
symbolize that it is different from 
Ike’s, but kept part of the title because 
I wanted to honor what my dad had 
started and the spirit of his work. 
I was doing some research for This 
Was Then Volume Three and found 
some reference to a fire on Third 
Avenue and when I discussed the fire 
with some of the merchants uptown 
a lot of them didn’t remember it or 
came to town afterwards.  It changed 
the landscape of the uptown and I 
thought it was good to acknowledge 
some of the past businesses of the 
area and provide some history on the 
uptown.
The fire took place overnight approx-
imately 2:30am on September 4, 1985 
and destroyed two buildings and 
severely damaged a third. The busi-
nesses affected were Taylors Flowers, 
Sawyer Sewing, Grannies Yarn and 
others.  Five firefighters received mi-
nor injuries battling the blaze.  What 
do you remember of the fire? Please 
email me at kpatterson@avtimes.net 
to let me know your memories.

It is your feedback and participation 
that makes these columns what they 
are.  It is your memories that should 
be preserved.  To start jogging your 
memory what can you tell me about 
the photo to the right of a well-
known hairstylist and gift shop which 
is on Victoria Quay Road today and 
about to celebrate 35 years in busi-
ness.. 
Some of the stories I will be covering 
in the future are the Arlington and 
Somass Hotels, the upcoming 60th 

anniversary of Wynans furniture, 
the story behind the song of Port 
Alberni, Barlow’s, and an automotive 
history of the Alberni Valley along 
with many others.  I will be delving 
into the history of as many business-
es as I can, including the three sisters 
café. I look forward to your feedback 
and letting me know what you would 
like to see in future columns.  Please 
email me at kpatterson@avtimes.net 
and bring in your photos to the AV 
times office.  Thanks for your help.

Watch for 
more 

This Is 
Then 
in the  

AV Times

TWT_Inaugural.indd   1 2015-01-05   4:44 PM
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Awards night highlights centennial volunteers
HEATHER THOMSON ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

Port Alberni’s centennial year 
is almost one for the history 
books, but first the Alberni Val-
ley Heritage Commission took 
the time to acknowledge many 
of  the people who made it a suc-
cess at their annual Community 
Heritage Awards on Wednesday.

Commission chairman Bill 
Lekich said everyone has their 
favourite memory from the year-
long celebration, but few would 
argue the fact that it was an 
amazing centennial year.

“It is important that we gather 
to reflect and look back on the 
year – and it was quite a year,” he 
said. “It’s been a lot of  fun, and it 
was a great year to be chair.”

He said it is with sadness that 
he is stepping aside and hand-
ing the position over to Marta 
Williamson. Lekich added that 
it is important to recognize the 
people who made the celebration 
possible and all of  the people 
who keep heritage alive in the 
Alberni Valley.

Lekich said one person he 
knows would have enjoyed the 
festivities of  the centennial year 
was the late Ike Patterson, and so 
it was a fitting place to start the 
awards presentations.

Founded last year, the Ike Pat-
terson Community Heritage 
Award is presented annually 

in memory of  Ike and his com-
mitment to local heritage. This 
year, Kris Patterson, Ike’s son, 
presented the award to Carrie 
Smith. 

Smith was given the honour as 
a way to recognize her 15 years 
of  service to the museum’s edu-
cation department as a docent 
with school and public programs. 

“She is introducing a new 
generation to the importance of  
keeping our history alive,” Kris 
said. “It’s a good fit that she was 

chosen because this is something 
my dad was passionate about.”

The 2012 Centennial Commit-
tee, under the leadership of  Ken 
Rutherford, was recognized for 
their outstanding contribution to 
local heritage and the commun-
ity. The members include Penny 
Coté, Darlene Coulson, Pam 
Craig, Pat Dahlquist, Gareth 
Flostrand, Ann Hopkins, Lee 
Omilusik, Jim Sawyer, Gillian 
Trumper and Linda Whiteman.

Present at all of  the celebra-

tions in their period clothing, 
the Centennial Belles and Tricia 
Knight were honoured for their 
enthusiasm and dedication 
throughout the year. 

Meg Scoffield has dedicated 
many years of  service to the 
community as an advocate for 
heritage and culture. She was 
recognized for her commitment 
and work in the archives and 
the Alberni District Historical 
Society.

The Alberni Valley Times  

received an award for their “out-
standing contributions in com-
memorating Port Alberni’s Cen-
tennial.” While working with the 
commission and museum staff, 
the Times produced a number of  
special sections focusing on the 
centennial and offered ongoing 
coverage of  the year’s events. In 
addition, the Times and Penny-
worth ran excerpts from the  
book “TSE-WEES-TAH: One Man 
and a Boat,” by George Bird.

The commission also recog-
nized the contributions by Luke 
George, Shirley Steven and 
Lekich, who are not seeking 
another term on the commission.

Mayor John Douglas said 
that as the demographics of  
the Alberni Valley change, arts 
and culture are becoming more 
important to the economy. For 
that reason it is essential that 
they are recognized.

“It is important to recognize 
history, but also to acknowledge 
the link it has to arts and cul-
ture,” Douglas said. “There is not 
only value in learning from the 
past, but it can lead us into the 
future.”

Lekich said the celebration is 
not over yet. The final centennial 
event will take place on Jan. 20, 
when the first Alberni council 
meeting took place in 1913.

HThomson@avtimes.net

The Centennial Belles receive an award from Mayor John Douglas at the Community Heritage Awards on Wednesday night 
at the Alberni Valley Museum for their commitment during Port Alberni’s centennial celebrations. [HEATHER THOMSON, TIMES]

A group of women of the Alberni Valley United Church’s congregation gather at
the church Thursday in preparation for its 50th anniversary service, which
takes place Sunday at 10:30 a.m. [SCOTT McKENZIE, TIMES]

A.V. United Church 
turns 50 on Sunday
SCOTT McKENZIE ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

The Alberni Valley United 
Church is celebrating its build-
ing’s 50th anniversary this year, 
and is inviting old, new and 
current congregation members 
to its anniversary service this 
Sunday.

The church, in its current 
location on Church Street near 
Argyle Street, was built in 1962 
when the old location, now 
occupied by Char’s Landing on 
Argyle Street, became too small 
for the growing congregation.

“They were kind of  bursting at 
the seams,” said reverend Min-
nie Hornidge, the minister of  
the church for the last two years 
“We’re going to be telling stories 
of  the church, and why it was 
built.”

In 1962, the United Church 
reached congregations sizes of  
more than 300 people. It also 
marks 100 years in the Valley 
this year. Church historian Paul 
McMillan will be taking the 
congregation through the chan-

ges and history of  the building 
through the last five decades 
with stories not just of  the 
church but of  what was happen-
ing in society, as well.

“The service is going to be 
quite traditional,” Hornidge said.

“It will reflect how a service 
might have looked in 1962, and 
some of  the things that might 
not happen today, but would 
have back then.”

The choir will be wearing 
their gowns and will be singing 
traditional hymns along with a 
special anthem for the occasion, 
and there will also be a potluck 
lunch after the service for people 
to continue to share stories from 
the last 50 years. The Sunday 
school of  the church have made 
an old-fashioned Christmas tree 
with popcorn strings and paper 
chains. For people who do not 
have the ability to get to the ser-
vice, a group of  women have pre-
pared goodie bags to be delivered 
out to those people.

SMcKenzie@avtimes.net

RCMP dog takes on bears in fi ght 
to protect its human partner
JULIE BERTRAND ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

Port Alberni RCMP Const. Jar-
rod Trickett received a visit from 
some unexpected critters early 
on Wednesday morning. 

As he got out of  his house, he 
saw three black bears approach 
him and his service dog. 

Trickett, who is a police dog 
handler, received a call at 4:25 
a.m. to go track a suspect near 
Cherry Creek. After getting 
ready, Trickett and Rook, a 
seven-year-old German shepherd, 
headed outside to get into the 
RCMP truck. Just as he was walk-
ing towards the vehicle, Trickett 
spotted a bear and her two cubs 
about six metres away from him. 
Moreover, the bears were walking 
towards Rook and him.

“It’s one of  those things you 
don’t expect to happen,” he said. 

Rook immediately ran towards 
the bears and engaged the animals 
into a fight to protect Trickett.

Rook had previously encoun-

tered a black bear about a year ago 
in a rural area. According to Trick-
ett, Rook and the bear went nose-
to-nose, after which Rook started 
barking and made the bear flee.     

“He’s a tough dog,” he said. “We 
have a strong bond.”

However, nothing could have 
prepared Rook for Wednesday’s 
encounter.

As Rook was fighting with the 
bears, one cub fled by climbing a 
telephone pole. Trickett said the 
fight probably lasted only 10 sec-
onds, but they were long seconds. 

“My nerves were pretty bad,” 
he said. “They’ve settled down 
now.”

He yelled at Rook twice to come 
back. The dog ignored him both 
times. Trickett became nervous. 
He said he yelled at Rook again 
and, this time, the dog listened 
and came back to him.

Had Rook not reacted to his 
repeated yells, Trickett said he 
would have gone to get him out 
of  the brawl, even taking out the 

bears if  he had to. 
Both Trickett and Rook quickly 

got into the RCMP vehicle. Trick-
ett activated the police lights, 
which made the remaining two 
bears flee. He immediately start-
ed checking out Rook for wounds 
and injuries, but found nothing.  

On his way to Cherry Creek, 
Trickett saw the bears run in 
front of  the car. From what 
he could see, the bears did not 
appear to have suffered serious 
injuries. Before tracking the 
suspect, Trickett checked Rook 
again and found nothing.  

Clearly unaffected by the 
encounter, Rook successfully 
tracked and located a criminal 
over one kilometre of  extremely 
difficult terrain. 

JBertrand@avtimes.net   
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After working for many restau-
rants in the Valley, Darren and 
Laura Brown felt it was time to 
go on their own. 

While they had been looking 
into buying a restaurant for the 
past 10 years, they only started 
to do it seriously for the last two 
years. 

Earlier this year, Laura’s father 
Ken Miller told the couple the 
Miller’s Place owners were open 
to offers.

“The restaurant’s location is 
perfect,” Laura Brown said. “It 
has a manageable size.”

The couple got in contact with 
the Millers and made an offer, 
which was accepted.

They intends to keep the res-
taurant as it is. 

“If  it’s not broken, don’t fix it,” 
Darren said. 

The Browns will keep offering 
a free Christmas supper every 
year with the Salvation Army 
for people who will be alone dur-
ing the holidays. This year, the 
supper will be this Monday. The 
business will also keep sponsor-
ing a free skate for parents and 
children at the Multiplex. 

JBertrand@avtimes.net

New owners will keep hosting 
free Salvation Army supper
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Look who’s 60!

Much Love, Your Family

You are invited to
CELEBRATE

Everyone Welcome
Info: 250-723-8332

the United Church’s 
50th Anniversary 

at 3747 Church St.
Sunday, Dec. 9

10:30am
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4918 Napier St.  250-723-8171

» We want to hear from you. 
Send comments on this story to 
news@avtimes.net. Letters must include 
daytime phone number and hometown.

The Manager and Staff of Coastal Community Credit Union, 
would like to thank the following people, for contributing in so 
many ways to the success of their recent “Big Event BBQ”
Bob Casault.
Chase and Warren Winery.
Bob and Vicki Lee – Lee Farm.
Bill Thompson – Thompson Farm.
Ann and Bob Collins –Arrowvale Farm
Clark and Jonna Deutscher- BBQ chef 
and assistant.
Cindy Sjoholm and Staff at the Bread 
of Life Centre.
Dave Rutherford – Tempo D.J. Service.
Gary and Jackie Swann.
Harbour View Collision – Tents and set-up.

John Brown. Baker.
Karen Maika -Coastal Community 
Financial Management Inc.
Kiwanis Club – picnic tables.
Ruth Moen – apples for the dessert.
Legion # 55 – Trestle tables and 
chairs.
 Pat and Ivor Rage –Rage’s Farm.
Pete’s Mountain Meats
Quality Foods.
Wayne Smith – locally grown grains.
Our sincere apologies to anyone we may 
have overlooked.
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Get involved in Fire 
Prevention Week

Oct. 4-10 is Fire Safety Week, 
which means six straight days of  
preparing yourself  and family to 
deal with the worst-case scenario. 

Fire officials will draw attention 
to fire safety issues around the 
home during that week. They’re 
also taking their messages to the 
schools.

“Stay fire smart! Don’t get burned” 
and “Fire safety starts with you” 
are the themes for the week and 
officials are targeting children in 
kindergarten to Grade 3 with those 
messages.

On Oct. 7, children and families 
will have an opportunity to put 
their fire plans into practice. Fam-
ilies are being asked to draw up a 
floor plan with a primary exit and 
a backup exit. They’re also being 
asked to rehearse their escape 
routes. 

On Oct. 7 at 6:30 p.m., the fire 
department is asking families to 
set off  a fire alarm or smoke detec-
tor in the home so that people can 
practise getting out. About 85% of  
all fire deaths occur in the home. 

Although it’s been proven to save 
lives, only 14% of  families have 
practised the evacuation drill, said 

Les Norden of the Port Alberni Fire 
Department.

Saturday is Canadian Tire Fire 
Safety Day. Firefighters will be on 
hand at Canadian Tire to share 
information that could one day 
save a life.

China Creek moves on to  
next phase

The second phase of  the China 
Creek project is well underway 
and workers are laying pipe “like 
gangbusters,” said Brian Mousley, 
utilities superintendent for the city. 
The second phase of the project will 
see almost two kilometres of  new 
pipe laid to carry drinking water 
from the Bainbridge chlorination 
station into the city. The first phase, 
already finished, brings water from 
China Creek.

“It’s a big project,” Mousley said. 
“They’re trenching away and fus-
ing pipes together. They’ll trench 
it and already have crossings in 
place for the creeks to protect the 
fish windows.”

Keeping hands clean at 
Echo Centre

Hand sanitizers removed from 
Echo Centre because of  low alco-

hol content have been replaced. The 
sanitizers were out for less than a 
week, said Cathy Bagley, aquatics 
leader. The same dispensers have 
been returned to their original 
places, but this time with a stronger 
sanitizing solution.

Fell free to water, but don’t 
waste

Water restrictions have been lifted 
for the Alberni Valley. According 
to Brian Mousley, utilities super-
intendent for the city, the restric-
tions were lifted not because res-
ervoir levels are up but because 
consumption is down. 

Some 20,000 cubic metres of  
water was being used daily during 
the summer’s peak heat but with 
cooler temperatures, consumption 
has slowed to about 12 cubic metres 
daily.

Officials continue to monitor res-
ervoir levels. Despite sustained rain 
on Monday night, levels haven’t 
increased. All rain so far has been 
soaking into the ground, Mousley 
said. The tributaries are still dry 
and so the reservoirs aren’t being 
topped up yet.  

“The rainy season is coming 
and with the snow pack it will top 
things back up and we’ll tap back 
into it next spring and summer,” 
Mousley said.

Good bye and thanks for all 
the laps

Lawrie MacNaughton, aquatics 
program supervisor at Echo Aqua-
tic Centre, has retired. MacNaugh-
ton is being replaced by Cathy 
Bagley, who worked as a lifeguard 

for 20 years. Bagley will continue 
lifeguarding, but she will also be 
involved in administration duties 
in the aquatic centre.

“I’m doing the same job, but now
I’m wearing clothes,” she joked.

News@avtimes.net

Cathy Bagley is the new aquatic leader at the Echo Aquatic Centre. She took 
over the job following the retirement of Lawrie MacNaughton, aquatics program 
supervisor. [QUINTIN WINKS, TIMES]

FLORENTIA SCOTT FOR THE TIMES

Shelley Harding walked 55.9 kilo-
metres on a rainy day without stop-
ping to rest to challenge herself  and 
to raise money for the Alberni Valley 
Museum. 

It took her 14 hours and 25 minutes. 
Kris Patterson did the walk in 14 hours 
and 23 minutes to raise money for the 

B.C. Children’s Hospital, where his 
infant daughter died five years ago.

Both were among 351 people walking 
around Lake Cowichan on Sept. 19 as 
participants in the Great Lake Walk. 
Both were among the 304 who actual-
ly made it all the way from Youbou 
through Caycuse, Honeymoon Moon 
Bay to the rec centre in the town of  
Cowichan Lake.  

The Great Lake Walk is billed as 
an ultramarathon. It happens every 
year the third weekend in September. 
Organizers do it to promote the Cowi-

chan Valley and encourage walkers
and runners to raise money for the 
charity of  their choice. Support driv-
ers, medics, and 12 rest stations along 
the way support the brave souls slog-
ging around the lake. 

This was Harding’s fourth year in 
the Great Lake Walk and the second 
year that she  finished. The first year
she completed 30 km and the second
year 43 km. In year three, she walked 
into her mother’s arms at the finish
line. 

“It was absolutely amazing,” she 
said. “My mom is my biggest fan and
cheerleader all the way.” This year she 
entered knowing that she could finish, 
however, frequent rain showers made 
the road a little trickier, preventing
her from bettering her time. 

Patterson said that Harding’s 
example is what inspired him to join 
the Great Lake Walk. 

“I watched her year after year and 
thought that would be a good way for
me to make another contribution to 
Children’s Hospital,” Patterson said. 
“She worked really hard to get where 
she is.”

Patterson didn’t train for the ultra-
marathon and paid for it with a blis-
ter that came up around the 20th kilo-
metre. But he persevered, stopping at
rest stations to have his wounded foot 
wrapped. 

While Harding was his inspiration, 
the loss of  his little daughter was his 
motivation. She was only three days
old when she died at Children’s Hos-
pital in Vancouver, apparently from a 
bacteria contracted at the West Coast 
General Hospital.

“The thing was that they didn’t
know. They thought it was jaundice. 
By the time we got to Vancouver, it
was too late,” Patterson said. While
he now has four-year old twin boys
to console him, he never misses a 
chance to raise money for Children’s
Hospital.“I take part in every fund-
raising initiative they do,” he said.

It was Patterson’s first walk but it 
won’t be the last. He plans to do the 
Shawnigan Lake Walk next year and 
possibly the walk from Gold River 
to Tahsis.

details at www.batstar.com   724-2050

Day Trip includes: guide, gear, gourmet 
lunch, ride to and from Tofino... novices & 
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SUNDAY BREAKFAST BUFFET
9AM-12PM ONLY

Benny’s, ham, bacon, sausages, pancakes, 
waffl es, french toast, scrambled eggs, bagels, 
muffi ns, fruit slices, etc.

ADULTS $8.95 SENIORS (65 & OVER) $7.95
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SEE YOU SOON!!!

GIVE A LOONIE, SUPPORT WOMEN’S HEALTH.

Ovver the past years, we’ve established deep roots within the communities we serve
annd developed strong ties to the dedicated, health-related charities that work within
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It’s our goal to help advance Women’s Health in your community. Together, we canTT
climb to new heights in health care. From September 26 – O orctober 16, buy a leaf fo
a loonie at Shoppers Drug Mart® in support of our Tree of Life® campaign.

Viisit shoppersdrugmart.ca for a list of the women’s health causes supported by the
Trree of Life campaign, or donate online.
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Bill Thompson – Thompson Farm.
Ann and Bob Collins –Arrowvale Farm
Clark and Jonna Deutscher- BBQ chef 
and assistant.
Cindy Sjoholm and Staff at the Bread 
of Life Centre.
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Get involved in Fire 
Prevention Week

Oct. 4-10 is Fire Safety Week, 
which means six straight days of  
preparing yourself  and family to 
deal with the worst-case scenario. 

Fire officials will draw attention 
to fire safety issues around the 
home during that week. They’re 
also taking their messages to the 
schools.

“Stay fire smart! Don’t get burned” 
and “Fire safety starts with you” 
are the themes for the week and 
officials are targeting children in 
kindergarten to Grade 3 with those 
messages.

On Oct. 7, children and families 
will have an opportunity to put 
their fire plans into practice. Fam-
ilies are being asked to draw up a 
floor plan with a primary exit and 
a backup exit. They’re also being 
asked to rehearse their escape 
routes. 

On Oct. 7 at 6:30 p.m., the fire 
department is asking families to 
set off  a fire alarm or smoke detec-
tor in the home so that people can 
practise getting out. About 85% of  
all fire deaths occur in the home. 

Although it’s been proven to save 
lives, only 14% of  families have 
practised the evacuation drill, said 

Les Norden of the Port Alberni Fire 
Department.

Saturday is Canadian Tire Fire 
Safety Day. Firefighters will be on 
hand at Canadian Tire to share 
information that could one day 
save a life.

China Creek moves on to  
next phase

The second phase of  the China 
Creek project is well underway 
and workers are laying pipe “like 
gangbusters,” said Brian Mousley, 
utilities superintendent for the city. 
The second phase of the project will 
see almost two kilometres of  new 
pipe laid to carry drinking water 
from the Bainbridge chlorination 
station into the city. The first phase, 
already finished, brings water from 
China Creek.

“It’s a big project,” Mousley said. 
“They’re trenching away and fus-
ing pipes together. They’ll trench 
it and already have crossings in 
place for the creeks to protect the 
fish windows.”

Keeping hands clean at 
Echo Centre

Hand sanitizers removed from 
Echo Centre because of  low alco-

hol content have been replaced. The 
sanitizers were out for less than a 
week, said Cathy Bagley, aquatics 
leader. The same dispensers have 
been returned to their original 
places, but this time with a stronger 
sanitizing solution.

Fell free to water, but don’t 
waste

Water restrictions have been lifted 
for the Alberni Valley. According 
to Brian Mousley, utilities super-
intendent for the city, the restric-
tions were lifted not because res-
ervoir levels are up but because 
consumption is down. 

Some 20,000 cubic metres of  
water was being used daily during 
the summer’s peak heat but with 
cooler temperatures, consumption 
has slowed to about 12 cubic metres 
daily.

Officials continue to monitor res-
ervoir levels. Despite sustained rain 
on Monday night, levels haven’t 
increased. All rain so far has been 
soaking into the ground, Mousley 
said. The tributaries are still dry 
and so the reservoirs aren’t being 
topped up yet.  

“The rainy season is coming 
and with the snow pack it will top 
things back up and we’ll tap back 
into it next spring and summer,” 
Mousley said.

Good bye and thanks for all 
the laps

Lawrie MacNaughton, aquatics 
program supervisor at Echo Aqua-
tic Centre, has retired. MacNaugh-
ton is being replaced by Cathy 
Bagley, who worked as a lifeguard 

for 20 years. Bagley will continue 
lifeguarding, but she will also be 
involved in administration duties 
in the aquatic centre.

“I’m doing the same job, but now
I’m wearing clothes,” she joked.
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Cathy Bagley is the new aquatic leader at the Echo Aquatic Centre. She took 
over the job following the retirement of Lawrie MacNaughton, aquatics program 
supervisor. [QUINTIN WINKS, TIMES]
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metres on a rainy day without stop-
ping to rest to challenge herself  and 
to raise money for the Alberni Valley 
Museum. 

It took her 14 hours and 25 minutes. 
Kris Patterson did the walk in 14 hours 
and 23 minutes to raise money for the 

B.C. Children’s Hospital, where his 
infant daughter died five years ago.

Both were among 351 people walking 
around Lake Cowichan on Sept. 19 as 
participants in the Great Lake Walk. 
Both were among the 304 who actual-
ly made it all the way from Youbou 
through Caycuse, Honeymoon Moon 
Bay to the rec centre in the town of  
Cowichan Lake.  

The Great Lake Walk is billed as 
an ultramarathon. It happens every 
year the third weekend in September. 
Organizers do it to promote the Cowi-

chan Valley and encourage walkers
and runners to raise money for the 
charity of  their choice. Support driv-
ers, medics, and 12 rest stations along 
the way support the brave souls slog-
ging around the lake. 

This was Harding’s fourth year in 
the Great Lake Walk and the second 
year that she  finished. The first year
she completed 30 km and the second
year 43 km. In year three, she walked 
into her mother’s arms at the finish
line. 

“It was absolutely amazing,” she 
said. “My mom is my biggest fan and
cheerleader all the way.” This year she 
entered knowing that she could finish, 
however, frequent rain showers made 
the road a little trickier, preventing
her from bettering her time. 

Patterson said that Harding’s 
example is what inspired him to join 
the Great Lake Walk. 

“I watched her year after year and 
thought that would be a good way for
me to make another contribution to 
Children’s Hospital,” Patterson said. 
“She worked really hard to get where 
she is.”

Patterson didn’t train for the ultra-
marathon and paid for it with a blis-
ter that came up around the 20th kilo-
metre. But he persevered, stopping at
rest stations to have his wounded foot 
wrapped. 

While Harding was his inspiration, 
the loss of  his little daughter was his 
motivation. She was only three days
old when she died at Children’s Hos-
pital in Vancouver, apparently from a 
bacteria contracted at the West Coast 
General Hospital.

“The thing was that they didn’t
know. They thought it was jaundice. 
By the time we got to Vancouver, it
was too late,” Patterson said. While
he now has four-year old twin boys
to console him, he never misses a 
chance to raise money for Children’s
Hospital.“I take part in every fund-
raising initiative they do,” he said.

It was Patterson’s first walk but it 
won’t be the last. He plans to do the 
Shawnigan Lake Walk next year and 
possibly the walk from Gold River 
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The Manager and Staff of Coastal Community Credit Union, 
would like to thank the following people, for contributing in so 
many ways to the success of their recent “Big Event BBQ”
Bob Casault.
Chase and Warren Winery.
Bob and Vicki Lee – Lee Farm.
Bill Thompson – Thompson Farm.
Ann and Bob Collins –Arrowvale Farm
Clark and Jonna Deutscher- BBQ chef 
and assistant.
Cindy Sjoholm and Staff at the Bread 
of Life Centre.
Dave Rutherford – Tempo D.J. Service.
Gary and Jackie Swann.
Harbour View Collision – Tents and set-up.

John Brown. Baker.
Karen Maika -Coastal Community 
Financial Management Inc.
Kiwanis Club – picnic tables.
Ruth Moen – apples for the dessert.
Legion # 55 – Trestle tables and 
chairs.
 Pat and Ivor Rage –Rage’s Farm.
Pete’s Mountain Meats
Quality Foods.
Wayne Smith – locally grown grains.
Our sincere apologies to anyone we may 
have overlooked.
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Get involved in Fire 
Prevention Week

Oct. 4-10 is Fire Safety Week, 
which means six straight days of  
preparing yourself  and family to 
deal with the worst-case scenario. 

Fire officials will draw attention 
to fire safety issues around the 
home during that week. They’re 
also taking their messages to the 
schools.

“Stay fire smart! Don’t get burned” 
and “Fire safety starts with you” 
are the themes for the week and 
officials are targeting children in 
kindergarten to Grade 3 with those 
messages.

On Oct. 7, children and families 
will have an opportunity to put 
their fire plans into practice. Fam-
ilies are being asked to draw up a 
floor plan with a primary exit and 
a backup exit. They’re also being 
asked to rehearse their escape 
routes. 

On Oct. 7 at 6:30 p.m., the fire 
department is asking families to 
set off  a fire alarm or smoke detec-
tor in the home so that people can 
practise getting out. About 85% of  
all fire deaths occur in the home. 

Although it’s been proven to save 
lives, only 14% of  families have 
practised the evacuation drill, said 

Les Norden of the Port Alberni Fire 
Department.

Saturday is Canadian Tire Fire 
Safety Day. Firefighters will be on 
hand at Canadian Tire to share 
information that could one day 
save a life.

China Creek moves on to  
next phase

The second phase of  the China 
Creek project is well underway 
and workers are laying pipe “like 
gangbusters,” said Brian Mousley, 
utilities superintendent for the city. 
The second phase of the project will 
see almost two kilometres of  new 
pipe laid to carry drinking water 
from the Bainbridge chlorination 
station into the city. The first phase, 
already finished, brings water from 
China Creek.

“It’s a big project,” Mousley said. 
“They’re trenching away and fus-
ing pipes together. They’ll trench 
it and already have crossings in 
place for the creeks to protect the 
fish windows.”

Keeping hands clean at 
Echo Centre

Hand sanitizers removed from 
Echo Centre because of  low alco-

hol content have been replaced. The 
sanitizers were out for less than a 
week, said Cathy Bagley, aquatics 
leader. The same dispensers have 
been returned to their original 
places, but this time with a stronger 
sanitizing solution.

Fell free to water, but don’t 
waste

Water restrictions have been lifted 
for the Alberni Valley. According 
to Brian Mousley, utilities super-
intendent for the city, the restric-
tions were lifted not because res-
ervoir levels are up but because 
consumption is down. 

Some 20,000 cubic metres of  
water was being used daily during 
the summer’s peak heat but with 
cooler temperatures, consumption 
has slowed to about 12 cubic metres 
daily.

Officials continue to monitor res-
ervoir levels. Despite sustained rain 
on Monday night, levels haven’t 
increased. All rain so far has been 
soaking into the ground, Mousley 
said. The tributaries are still dry 
and so the reservoirs aren’t being 
topped up yet.  

“The rainy season is coming 
and with the snow pack it will top 
things back up and we’ll tap back 
into it next spring and summer,” 
Mousley said.

Good bye and thanks for all 
the laps

Lawrie MacNaughton, aquatics 
program supervisor at Echo Aqua-
tic Centre, has retired. MacNaugh-
ton is being replaced by Cathy 
Bagley, who worked as a lifeguard 

for 20 years. Bagley will continue 
lifeguarding, but she will also be 
involved in administration duties 
in the aquatic centre.

“I’m doing the same job, but now
I’m wearing clothes,” she joked.

News@avtimes.net

Cathy Bagley is the new aquatic leader at the Echo Aquatic Centre. She took 
over the job following the retirement of Lawrie MacNaughton, aquatics program 
supervisor. [QUINTIN WINKS, TIMES]

FLORENTIA SCOTT FOR THE TIMES

Shelley Harding walked 55.9 kilo-
metres on a rainy day without stop-
ping to rest to challenge herself  and 
to raise money for the Alberni Valley 
Museum. 

It took her 14 hours and 25 minutes. 
Kris Patterson did the walk in 14 hours 
and 23 minutes to raise money for the 

B.C. Children’s Hospital, where his 
infant daughter died five years ago.

Both were among 351 people walking 
around Lake Cowichan on Sept. 19 as 
participants in the Great Lake Walk. 
Both were among the 304 who actual-
ly made it all the way from Youbou 
through Caycuse, Honeymoon Moon 
Bay to the rec centre in the town of  
Cowichan Lake.  

The Great Lake Walk is billed as 
an ultramarathon. It happens every 
year the third weekend in September. 
Organizers do it to promote the Cowi-

chan Valley and encourage walkers
and runners to raise money for the 
charity of  their choice. Support driv-
ers, medics, and 12 rest stations along 
the way support the brave souls slog-
ging around the lake. 

This was Harding’s fourth year in 
the Great Lake Walk and the second 
year that she  finished. The first year
she completed 30 km and the second
year 43 km. In year three, she walked 
into her mother’s arms at the finish
line. 

“It was absolutely amazing,” she 
said. “My mom is my biggest fan and
cheerleader all the way.” This year she 
entered knowing that she could finish, 
however, frequent rain showers made 
the road a little trickier, preventing
her from bettering her time. 

Patterson said that Harding’s 
example is what inspired him to join 
the Great Lake Walk. 

“I watched her year after year and 
thought that would be a good way for
me to make another contribution to 
Children’s Hospital,” Patterson said. 
“She worked really hard to get where 
she is.”

Patterson didn’t train for the ultra-
marathon and paid for it with a blis-
ter that came up around the 20th kilo-
metre. But he persevered, stopping at
rest stations to have his wounded foot 
wrapped. 

While Harding was his inspiration, 
the loss of  his little daughter was his 
motivation. She was only three days
old when she died at Children’s Hos-
pital in Vancouver, apparently from a 
bacteria contracted at the West Coast 
General Hospital.

“The thing was that they didn’t
know. They thought it was jaundice. 
By the time we got to Vancouver, it
was too late,” Patterson said. While
he now has four-year old twin boys
to console him, he never misses a 
chance to raise money for Children’s
Hospital.“I take part in every fund-
raising initiative they do,” he said.

It was Patterson’s first walk but it 
won’t be the last. He plans to do the 
Shawnigan Lake Walk next year and 
possibly the walk from Gold River 
to Tahsis.

details at www.batstar.com   724-2050
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would like to thank the following people, for contributing in so 
many ways to the success of their recent “Big Event BBQ”
Bob Casault.
Chase and Warren Winery.
Bob and Vicki Lee – Lee Farm.
Bill Thompson – Thompson Farm.
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Clark and Jonna Deutscher- BBQ chef 
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of Life Centre.
Dave Rutherford – Tempo D.J. Service.
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Harbour View Collision – Tents and set-up.

John Brown. Baker.
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Get involved in Fire 
Prevention Week

Oct. 4-10 is Fire Safety Week, 
which means six straight days of  
preparing yourself  and family to 
deal with the worst-case scenario. 

Fire officials will draw attention 
to fire safety issues around the 
home during that week. They’re 
also taking their messages to the 
schools.

“Stay fire smart! Don’t get burned” 
and “Fire safety starts with you” 
are the themes for the week and 
officials are targeting children in 
kindergarten to Grade 3 with those 
messages.

On Oct. 7, children and families 
will have an opportunity to put 
their fire plans into practice. Fam-
ilies are being asked to draw up a 
floor plan with a primary exit and 
a backup exit. They’re also being 
asked to rehearse their escape 
routes. 

On Oct. 7 at 6:30 p.m., the fire 
department is asking families to 
set off  a fire alarm or smoke detec-
tor in the home so that people can 
practise getting out. About 85% of  
all fire deaths occur in the home. 

Although it’s been proven to save 
lives, only 14% of  families have 
practised the evacuation drill, said 

Les Norden of the Port Alberni Fire 
Department.

Saturday is Canadian Tire Fire 
Safety Day. Firefighters will be on 
hand at Canadian Tire to share 
information that could one day 
save a life.

China Creek moves on to  
next phase

The second phase of  the China 
Creek project is well underway 
and workers are laying pipe “like 
gangbusters,” said Brian Mousley, 
utilities superintendent for the city. 
The second phase of the project will 
see almost two kilometres of  new 
pipe laid to carry drinking water 
from the Bainbridge chlorination 
station into the city. The first phase, 
already finished, brings water from 
China Creek.

“It’s a big project,” Mousley said. 
“They’re trenching away and fus-
ing pipes together. They’ll trench 
it and already have crossings in 
place for the creeks to protect the 
fish windows.”

Keeping hands clean at 
Echo Centre

Hand sanitizers removed from 
Echo Centre because of  low alco-

hol content have been replaced. The 
sanitizers were out for less than a 
week, said Cathy Bagley, aquatics 
leader. The same dispensers have 
been returned to their original 
places, but this time with a stronger 
sanitizing solution.

Fell free to water, but don’t 
waste

Water restrictions have been lifted 
for the Alberni Valley. According 
to Brian Mousley, utilities super-
intendent for the city, the restric-
tions were lifted not because res-
ervoir levels are up but because 
consumption is down. 

Some 20,000 cubic metres of  
water was being used daily during 
the summer’s peak heat but with 
cooler temperatures, consumption 
has slowed to about 12 cubic metres 
daily.

Officials continue to monitor res-
ervoir levels. Despite sustained rain 
on Monday night, levels haven’t 
increased. All rain so far has been 
soaking into the ground, Mousley 
said. The tributaries are still dry 
and so the reservoirs aren’t being 
topped up yet.  

“The rainy season is coming 
and with the snow pack it will top 
things back up and we’ll tap back 
into it next spring and summer,” 
Mousley said.

Good bye and thanks for all 
the laps

Lawrie MacNaughton, aquatics 
program supervisor at Echo Aqua-
tic Centre, has retired. MacNaugh-
ton is being replaced by Cathy 
Bagley, who worked as a lifeguard 

for 20 years. Bagley will continue 
lifeguarding, but she will also be 
involved in administration duties 
in the aquatic centre.

“I’m doing the same job, but now
I’m wearing clothes,” she joked.
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Cathy Bagley is the new aquatic leader at the Echo Aquatic Centre. She took 
over the job following the retirement of Lawrie MacNaughton, aquatics program 
supervisor. [QUINTIN WINKS, TIMES]
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Shelley Harding walked 55.9 kilo-
metres on a rainy day without stop-
ping to rest to challenge herself  and 
to raise money for the Alberni Valley 
Museum. 

It took her 14 hours and 25 minutes. 
Kris Patterson did the walk in 14 hours 
and 23 minutes to raise money for the 

B.C. Children’s Hospital, where his 
infant daughter died five years ago.

Both were among 351 people walking 
around Lake Cowichan on Sept. 19 as 
participants in the Great Lake Walk. 
Both were among the 304 who actual-
ly made it all the way from Youbou 
through Caycuse, Honeymoon Moon 
Bay to the rec centre in the town of  
Cowichan Lake.  

The Great Lake Walk is billed as 
an ultramarathon. It happens every 
year the third weekend in September. 
Organizers do it to promote the Cowi-

chan Valley and encourage walkers
and runners to raise money for the 
charity of  their choice. Support driv-
ers, medics, and 12 rest stations along 
the way support the brave souls slog-
ging around the lake. 

This was Harding’s fourth year in 
the Great Lake Walk and the second 
year that she  finished. The first year
she completed 30 km and the second
year 43 km. In year three, she walked 
into her mother’s arms at the finish
line. 

“It was absolutely amazing,” she 
said. “My mom is my biggest fan and
cheerleader all the way.” This year she 
entered knowing that she could finish, 
however, frequent rain showers made 
the road a little trickier, preventing
her from bettering her time. 

Patterson said that Harding’s 
example is what inspired him to join 
the Great Lake Walk. 

“I watched her year after year and 
thought that would be a good way for
me to make another contribution to 
Children’s Hospital,” Patterson said. 
“She worked really hard to get where 
she is.”

Patterson didn’t train for the ultra-
marathon and paid for it with a blis-
ter that came up around the 20th kilo-
metre. But he persevered, stopping at
rest stations to have his wounded foot 
wrapped. 

While Harding was his inspiration, 
the loss of  his little daughter was his 
motivation. She was only three days
old when she died at Children’s Hos-
pital in Vancouver, apparently from a 
bacteria contracted at the West Coast 
General Hospital.

“The thing was that they didn’t
know. They thought it was jaundice. 
By the time we got to Vancouver, it
was too late,” Patterson said. While
he now has four-year old twin boys
to console him, he never misses a 
chance to raise money for Children’s
Hospital.“I take part in every fund-
raising initiative they do,” he said.

It was Patterson’s first walk but it 
won’t be the last. He plans to do the 
Shawnigan Lake Walk next year and 
possibly the walk from Gold River 
to Tahsis.
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Prevention Week

Oct. 4-10 is Fire Safety Week, 
which means six straight days of  
preparing yourself  and family to 
deal with the worst-case scenario. 

Fire officials will draw attention 
to fire safety issues around the 
home during that week. They’re 
also taking their messages to the 
schools.

“Stay fire smart! Don’t get burned” 
and “Fire safety starts with you” 
are the themes for the week and 
officials are targeting children in 
kindergarten to Grade 3 with those 
messages.

On Oct. 7, children and families 
will have an opportunity to put 
their fire plans into practice. Fam-
ilies are being asked to draw up a 
floor plan with a primary exit and 
a backup exit. They’re also being 
asked to rehearse their escape 
routes. 

On Oct. 7 at 6:30 p.m., the fire 
department is asking families to 
set off  a fire alarm or smoke detec-
tor in the home so that people can 
practise getting out. About 85% of  
all fire deaths occur in the home. 

Although it’s been proven to save 
lives, only 14% of  families have 
practised the evacuation drill, said 

Les Norden of the Port Alberni Fire 
Department.

Saturday is Canadian Tire Fire 
Safety Day. Firefighters will be on 
hand at Canadian Tire to share 
information that could one day 
save a life.

China Creek moves on to  
next phase

The second phase of  the China 
Creek project is well underway 
and workers are laying pipe “like 
gangbusters,” said Brian Mousley, 
utilities superintendent for the city. 
The second phase of the project will 
see almost two kilometres of  new 
pipe laid to carry drinking water 
from the Bainbridge chlorination 
station into the city. The first phase, 
already finished, brings water from 
China Creek.

“It’s a big project,” Mousley said. 
“They’re trenching away and fus-
ing pipes together. They’ll trench 
it and already have crossings in 
place for the creeks to protect the 
fish windows.”

Keeping hands clean at 
Echo Centre

Hand sanitizers removed from 
Echo Centre because of  low alco-

hol content have been replaced. The 
sanitizers were out for less than a 
week, said Cathy Bagley, aquatics 
leader. The same dispensers have 
been returned to their original 
places, but this time with a stronger 
sanitizing solution.

Fell free to water, but don’t 
waste

Water restrictions have been lifted 
for the Alberni Valley. According 
to Brian Mousley, utilities super-
intendent for the city, the restric-
tions were lifted not because res-
ervoir levels are up but because 
consumption is down. 

Some 20,000 cubic metres of  
water was being used daily during 
the summer’s peak heat but with 
cooler temperatures, consumption 
has slowed to about 12 cubic metres 
daily.

Officials continue to monitor res-
ervoir levels. Despite sustained rain 
on Monday night, levels haven’t 
increased. All rain so far has been 
soaking into the ground, Mousley 
said. The tributaries are still dry 
and so the reservoirs aren’t being 
topped up yet.  

“The rainy season is coming 
and with the snow pack it will top 
things back up and we’ll tap back 
into it next spring and summer,” 
Mousley said.

Good bye and thanks for all 
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Lawrie MacNaughton, aquatics 
program supervisor at Echo Aqua-
tic Centre, has retired. MacNaugh-
ton is being replaced by Cathy 
Bagley, who worked as a lifeguard 

for 20 years. Bagley will continue 
lifeguarding, but she will also be 
involved in administration duties 
in the aquatic centre.

“I’m doing the same job, but now
I’m wearing clothes,” she joked.
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It was Patterson’s first walk but it 
won’t be the last. He plans to do the 
Shawnigan Lake Walk next year and 
possibly the walk from Gold River 
to Tahsis.

details at www.batstar.com   724-2050
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The Manager and Staff of Coastal Community Credit Union, 
would like to thank the following people, for contributing in so 
many ways to the success of their recent “Big Event BBQ”
Bob Casault.
Chase and Warren Winery.
Bob and Vicki Lee – Lee Farm.
Bill Thompson – Thompson Farm.
Ann and Bob Collins –Arrowvale Farm
Clark and Jonna Deutscher- BBQ chef 
and assistant.
Cindy Sjoholm and Staff at the Bread 
of Life Centre.
Dave Rutherford – Tempo D.J. Service.
Gary and Jackie Swann.
Harbour View Collision – Tents and set-up.

John Brown. Baker.
Karen Maika -Coastal Community 
Financial Management Inc.
Kiwanis Club – picnic tables.
Ruth Moen – apples for the dessert.
Legion # 55 – Trestle tables and 
chairs.
 Pat and Ivor Rage –Rage’s Farm.
Pete’s Mountain Meats
Quality Foods.
Wayne Smith – locally grown grains.
Our sincere apologies to anyone we may 
have overlooked.
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Get involved in Fire 
Prevention Week

Oct. 4-10 is Fire Safety Week, 
which means six straight days of  
preparing yourself  and family to 
deal with the worst-case scenario. 

Fire officials will draw attention 
to fire safety issues around the 
home during that week. They’re 
also taking their messages to the 
schools.

“Stay fire smart! Don’t get burned” 
and “Fire safety starts with you” 
are the themes for the week and 
officials are targeting children in 
kindergarten to Grade 3 with those 
messages.

On Oct. 7, children and families 
will have an opportunity to put 
their fire plans into practice. Fam-
ilies are being asked to draw up a 
floor plan with a primary exit and 
a backup exit. They’re also being 
asked to rehearse their escape 
routes. 

On Oct. 7 at 6:30 p.m., the fire 
department is asking families to 
set off  a fire alarm or smoke detec-
tor in the home so that people can 
practise getting out. About 85% of  
all fire deaths occur in the home. 

Although it’s been proven to save 
lives, only 14% of  families have 
practised the evacuation drill, said 

Les Norden of the Port Alberni Fire 
Department.

Saturday is Canadian Tire Fire 
Safety Day. Firefighters will be on 
hand at Canadian Tire to share 
information that could one day 
save a life.

China Creek moves on to  
next phase

The second phase of  the China 
Creek project is well underway 
and workers are laying pipe “like 
gangbusters,” said Brian Mousley, 
utilities superintendent for the city. 
The second phase of the project will 
see almost two kilometres of  new 
pipe laid to carry drinking water 
from the Bainbridge chlorination 
station into the city. The first phase, 
already finished, brings water from 
China Creek.

“It’s a big project,” Mousley said. 
“They’re trenching away and fus-
ing pipes together. They’ll trench 
it and already have crossings in 
place for the creeks to protect the 
fish windows.”

Keeping hands clean at 
Echo Centre

Hand sanitizers removed from 
Echo Centre because of  low alco-

hol content have been replaced. The 
sanitizers were out for less than a 
week, said Cathy Bagley, aquatics 
leader. The same dispensers have 
been returned to their original 
places, but this time with a stronger 
sanitizing solution.

Fell free to water, but don’t 
waste

Water restrictions have been lifted 
for the Alberni Valley. According 
to Brian Mousley, utilities super-
intendent for the city, the restric-
tions were lifted not because res-
ervoir levels are up but because 
consumption is down. 

Some 20,000 cubic metres of  
water was being used daily during 
the summer’s peak heat but with 
cooler temperatures, consumption 
has slowed to about 12 cubic metres 
daily.

Officials continue to monitor res-
ervoir levels. Despite sustained rain 
on Monday night, levels haven’t 
increased. All rain so far has been 
soaking into the ground, Mousley 
said. The tributaries are still dry 
and so the reservoirs aren’t being 
topped up yet.  

“The rainy season is coming 
and with the snow pack it will top 
things back up and we’ll tap back 
into it next spring and summer,” 
Mousley said.

Good bye and thanks for all 
the laps

Lawrie MacNaughton, aquatics 
program supervisor at Echo Aqua-
tic Centre, has retired. MacNaugh-
ton is being replaced by Cathy 
Bagley, who worked as a lifeguard 

for 20 years. Bagley will continue 
lifeguarding, but she will also be 
involved in administration duties 
in the aquatic centre.

“I’m doing the same job, but now
I’m wearing clothes,” she joked.

News@avtimes.net

Cathy Bagley is the new aquatic leader at the Echo Aquatic Centre. She took 
over the job following the retirement of Lawrie MacNaughton, aquatics program 
supervisor. [QUINTIN WINKS, TIMES]

FLORENTIA SCOTT FOR THE TIMES

Shelley Harding walked 55.9 kilo-
metres on a rainy day without stop-
ping to rest to challenge herself  and 
to raise money for the Alberni Valley 
Museum. 

It took her 14 hours and 25 minutes. 
Kris Patterson did the walk in 14 hours 
and 23 minutes to raise money for the 

B.C. Children’s Hospital, where his 
infant daughter died five years ago.

Both were among 351 people walking 
around Lake Cowichan on Sept. 19 as 
participants in the Great Lake Walk. 
Both were among the 304 who actual-
ly made it all the way from Youbou 
through Caycuse, Honeymoon Moon 
Bay to the rec centre in the town of  
Cowichan Lake.  

The Great Lake Walk is billed as 
an ultramarathon. It happens every 
year the third weekend in September. 
Organizers do it to promote the Cowi-

chan Valley and encourage walkers
and runners to raise money for the 
charity of  their choice. Support driv-
ers, medics, and 12 rest stations along 
the way support the brave souls slog-
ging around the lake. 

This was Harding’s fourth year in 
the Great Lake Walk and the second 
year that she  finished. The first year
she completed 30 km and the second
year 43 km. In year three, she walked 
into her mother’s arms at the finish
line. 

“It was absolutely amazing,” she 
said. “My mom is my biggest fan and
cheerleader all the way.” This year she 
entered knowing that she could finish, 
however, frequent rain showers made 
the road a little trickier, preventing
her from bettering her time. 

Patterson said that Harding’s 
example is what inspired him to join 
the Great Lake Walk. 

“I watched her year after year and 
thought that would be a good way for
me to make another contribution to 
Children’s Hospital,” Patterson said. 
“She worked really hard to get where 
she is.”

Patterson didn’t train for the ultra-
marathon and paid for it with a blis-
ter that came up around the 20th kilo-
metre. But he persevered, stopping at
rest stations to have his wounded foot 
wrapped. 

While Harding was his inspiration, 
the loss of  his little daughter was his 
motivation. She was only three days
old when she died at Children’s Hos-
pital in Vancouver, apparently from a 
bacteria contracted at the West Coast 
General Hospital.

“The thing was that they didn’t
know. They thought it was jaundice. 
By the time we got to Vancouver, it
was too late,” Patterson said. While
he now has four-year old twin boys
to console him, he never misses a 
chance to raise money for Children’s
Hospital.“I take part in every fund-
raising initiative they do,” he said.

It was Patterson’s first walk but it 
won’t be the last. He plans to do the 
Shawnigan Lake Walk next year and 
possibly the walk from Gold River 
to Tahsis.
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COUNTDOWN TO CHRISTMAS

KRISTI DOBSON ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

The first weekend in Decem-
ber is considered by many 
as the official kick off  

to Christmas. This weekend is 
packed with activities and events 
for the whole family. Whether 
shopping, music or outings are 
your thing, there is something 
for everyone. 

The first run of  the popular 
Santa Train will take a sold-out 
crowd of  excited kids at 11 a.m. 
Saturday and Sunday mornings. 
Both days also have special runs 
with the big guy at noon, 2 p.m. 
and 3 p.m., with tickets available 
at the museum. 

In conjunction with the winter 
train rides, McLean Mill is host 
to the Light Up and Market at 
the mill, beginning Saturday at 
11 a.m. The site will be decked 
out from top to bottom with 
Christmas lights and decora-
tions. A prime time for viewing 
will be upon arrival on an even-
ing train run that leaves the sta-
tion on Saturday at 5 p.m. 

The craft fair will consist of  a 
number of  local artisans filling 
up the visitor’s reception area, as 
well as the mill’s cabins, which 
will be decorated for the season. 
Vendors will be on-site until 8 
p.m. on Saturday and from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday. 

More local shopping can be 
done at the Christmas Spirit 
Craft and Small Business Fair 
at John Paul II Catholic School. 
From 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., unique 
gift items from home-based 
businesses, as well as crafts and 
baking, will be available in the 
school gym. 

Santa will be making appear-
ances for photos with children 
and everyone’s four-legged 
friends. He will be at Quality 
Foods on Friday, from 4 to 7 p.m. 
and Saturday, from 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Non-perishable food dona-
tions are appreciated. Take Your 
Own Photos with Santa at the 
Lighthouse Church Market on 
Saturday, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at 4890 Locke Road. 

Pet photos with proceeds going 
to the local SPCA will be taken 
on Saturday and Sunday, from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Shar-Kare. 
Also on Saturday, pet photos will 
be taken with Santa at Paws & 
Claws, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. with 
proceeds going to the Outreach 
Program at the Kuu-Us Crisis 
Line Society. 

The Barkley Sounds Choir will 
present their annual Christmas 
concert, Making Spirits Bright, 
on Sunday. The choir is partner-
ing up with Phil’s Harmonics 
String Orchestra and the Alberni 
Valley United Church Handbell 
Choir to bring a variety of  sea-
sonal tunes under the direction 
of  conductor, Bonnie Wallbank. 
Both traditional and new songs 
will be performed to appeal to all 
ages. The concert takes place at 
the ADSS theatre at 2:30 p.m. 

That same evening, the music 
of  a younger generation will take 
to the stage for A Capitol Christ-
mas. Featuring Capitol Glee, Wee 
Glee and the Capitol Sea Notes, 
the annual Christmas show is 
directed by Janet Schlackl and 
is a showcase of  Port Alberni’s 
talented youth singers. 

The show starts at 7 p.m. on 
Sunday night at the Capitol 
Theatre. Tickets are available at 
the door and kids 12 and under 
are free with an accompanying 
adult. 

As a part of  the season of  giv-
ing, the doors of  the Best West-
ern Barclay Hotel will be open all 
weekend, and until Jan. 5, for the 
Festival of  Trees. Sponsors have 
decorated a number of  trees that 
can be viewed throughout the 
lobby of  the hotel. For a small 
donation, visitors can vote on 
the People’s Choice and all pro-
ceeds will be donated to the B.C. 
Children’s Hospital. 

To end the weekend, the 
Timmy’s Christmas Telethon 
will air on SHAW TV on Sunday 
from 4 p.m. to 10 p.m. to raise 
funds for Easter Seals services 
for children. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: From now 
until Christmas, you will find a 
Christmas-themed story daily in 
the Alberni Valley Times. Watch 
for more things to do all next week. 

MARTIN WISSMATH ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

Eight Albernians and a local 
business were recognized Wed-
nesday for their volunteer service 
to the community’s history at 
the annual Heritage Commission 
Awards.

Approximately 60 people attend-
ed the event at the Alberni Valley 
Museum in the Echo Centre. 

Jan Jansma won the Ike Patter-
son Award for his contributions 
over the years, including docu-
mentation of  the 1964 Tsunami. 
Mike McDowall was honoured by 
the Heritage Commission after he 
stepped down as chair this year. 
Six other residents and a com-
mercial entity were recognized 
with community awards for work 
in First Nations, architecture, art, 
maritime and industry heritage. 

The awards are intended to rec-
ognize community volunteers and 
economic enterprises that support 
the idea of  heritage, said Alberni 
Valley Museum manager Jamie 
Morton. 

“It supports local identity and 
educational purposes and… cul-
tural tourism resources,” Morton 
said. 

The recipients received a framed 
historical photograph to reflect 
their focus of  interest, with a small 
engraved plaque. 

The Ike Patterson award was 
established in 2011 to recognize 
the accumulated work of  creative 
volunteers in community hist-
ory. Ike Patterson, a regular at 
the museum and member of  the 
Centennial Committee, was well 
known in Port Alberni for his “Our 
Town” and “This was Then” hist-
ory features in the old Pennyworth 
newspaper. He passed away in 2011.

Jansma has undertaken several 
projects for local heritage over the 
years, such as at the McLean Mill. 
This year, he contributed images 
and documentation to remember 
the devastating Tsunami that 
struck Port Alberni 50 years ago 
in 1964.

McDowall served as chairman 
of  the Heritage Commission from 
2012 to 2014. He stepped down 
this year after accepting a teach-
ing position in Prince Rupert. In 
thanks for his years of  service, 
including his large contributions 
to the Port Alberni Maritime Herit-
age Society, McDowall was given 
the Heritage Commission award.

Community awards
The Blue Marlin Inn was recog-

nized for their business model that 
preserves Alberni’s heritage archi-
tecture. They have revitalized the 
old Arlington Hotel on Johnston 
Road, which shut down in 2011. 

The late Dave Tranfield, who 

passed away earlier this year, 
was honoured in memoriam for 
his years of  dedicated service to 
the Western Vancouver Island 
Industrial Heritage Society and the 
Alberni Valley Museum.

Ralph Tieleman received recog-
nition this year for making one 
of  the most significant single 
contributions in the museum’s 
history by donating an Emily Carr 
oil painting of  Sproat Lake to the 
museum in September. The paint-
ing is scheduled to be back on dis-
play next week.

Ken McKinnon was a founding 
member of  the PA Maritime Herit-
age Society, serving as a director 
and secretary. He was honoured 
for his loyal advocacy of  local 
heritage.

Darrell Ross recently planned 
and implemented the “Hishok 
– Tseshaht Whaling” exhibit in 
cooperation with the PAMHS. He is 
recognized for his ongoing support 
of  Tseshaht heritage.

Rod Sayer and Emily Luce 
curated the “Nelson Joseph: 
Hupacasath Artist” exhibit at 
the Alberni Valley Museum and 
received community awards for 
their efforts. Nelson Joseph was a 
well-known Hupacasath artist and 
carver who passed away in 1997.

MWissmath@avtimes.net

Jan Jansma, centre, receives The Ike Patterson Award at the annual Heritage Awards on Wednesday night at the Alberni 
Valley Museum. Presenting the award are Port Alberni Mayor Mike Ruttan, right, and Ike’s son, Kris Patterson. The award 
was established in 2011 to recognize a volunteer who contributes to community heritage in the spirit of Ike’s love for 
community history and his many contributions to local heritage. [CHRISTOPHER FINLAYSON, TIMES]

Weekend offers 
something for all

Museum hosts heritage awards
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1.  LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH 

INDOOR GARAGE SALE 
4890 Locke Rd. Sat. Dec 
6th 9am –1pm  Antiques, 
books and children’s things. 
Jewelry, Rex’s wood products, 
Linens, Arbonne, Javita Coffee, 
Youique, knitting items, Mary 
Kay and more!!! 

2.  GARAGE SALE 3616 11th 
Ave Sat. Dec 6th 8am-12 
noon, lots of books, puzzles, 
furniture, household items etc.

3.  GARAGE SALE & ART 
OPEN HOUSE 4265 Virginia 
Road, Sat. & Sun. 1pm-5pm 
Great Christmas gifts, jewelry, 
handmade, fashion, funky winter 
apparel, natural products.

4.  GARAGE SALE! 7380 
McKenzie Road Sat. Dec 6th 
8am-1pm Clothing, Shoes, 
Electronics, Decor and many 
more quality items - lots still in 
original packaging.

5.  GARAGE SALE 7396 McCoy 
Lake Rd. (across from Tooth 
Acres) Sat. Dec 6th 9am-1pm, 
garage sale in dry warm 
basement, free to-go coffee. 
Tall men’s clothes, 60” TV, 3 
perfect-condition beginner’s 
guitars, LP’s, CD’s, some stereo 
equip, tool chest for pickup, 
breadmaker, complete 600w 
sodium kit, and much much 
more. NO EARLIES PLEASE.

6.  CHRISTMAS GIFT BAZAAR 
4723 Lathom Road Sat. Dec 
6th, 9am-1pm In garage 
around back alley.

Garage
Sales

* FREE BALLOONS
   * FREE SIGNS
      * LOCATION ON MAP
Deadline ~ 12 noon Wednesday

PLUS TAX

$1000
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GARAGE
SALES

Start a New
Christmas Tradition!
Visit our Tree Farm for a true holiday experience
or pick one out of our beautiful pre-cut trees

U-cut at our
Christmas Tree

Farm
• Free hot dogs & hot
chocolate

• Pictures with Santa
noon until 2pm

• Helpful “Elves”

ADSS Christmas Tree
Farm by the

Alberni Airport

U-cut open weekends Thru Dec 14
Fri 2-6pm Sat 9am-6pm Sun 9am-6pm

100% af all sales go directly to the Sustainable
Resource & Rugby Programs at ADSS

Pick a Pre-cut Tree
Come to ADSS and find
your favourite from our

HUGE selection
Sat & Sundays
10am - 3pm

Dec 6,7,13 & 14
at Alberni District
Secondary School
4000 Roger St.

AM DR AA

SD SA

(250) 390-1160
6894 Island Hwy, Nanaimo www.skinlaserclinic.ca

LOOK FABULOUS THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!!
Have glowing skin with a gentle illuminizing peel ~$49

Brighten your smile with Blu Light Teeth
Whitening ( includes touch-up Pen) $99
ADD THE FOLLOWING TO THE ABOVE

Let your eyes pop with a lash or brow tint ~$15
Long lasting gel manicure ~$35

BEAUTY MAKE-OVER PACKAGE ~$199
Includes peel/teeth whitening/mani/pedi

RECEIVE A FREE GLO voluminizing black
mascara with a Latisse ($125 for both)

We treat the following: Leg veins, skin tags,
milia, nail fungus
Botox $10 per unit

Gift certificates available!
Lots of stocking stuffers under $30

Satisfying our clients for 10 years expires Dec 31, 2014

The Alberni Valley
Community Forest
Corporation (AVCFC) is
having an Open HouseThursday, December 11, 2014
from 1:00 pm to 8:00 pm at our office at the Alberni Valley
Airport. 7500 Airport Rd. Port Alberni, BC.
The purpose of the open house is to inform the public about the
AVCFC plans for the next few years and to get public input into this
planning process.
Maps will be available for the public, to view our proposed next five
year harvesting plans.

For more information contact
Chris Law Manager 250-731-7377
manager@communityforest.ca



Thank You 
Canada!

50,333.68 Port Alberni
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KUU-US Crisis Line Society 19th Annual

NIGHT GOLF
Date: Saturday, August 15th

6:30pm-midnight  ~  Tickets $60
Tickets Sell Out Fast!

Come out as an individual or as a team of 4-6. 
This event is open to supporters of the Crisis Line.

• Various Exciting Games  • Silent Auction  • Balloon Pop 
Contest  • Quality Foods BBQ Dinner  • Rain or Shine

Media Sponsors: AV Times, AV News, Ha-shilth-sa, Peak 93.3, 
Event Sponsors: MacDermott’s Insurance, Circle Dairy, Quality Foods 

This ad is sponsored by the AV Times

$10,000 
MacDermott’s 

Insurance Hole in 

One! 

KP Resort 

Excursions
Closest to Pin Getaways

To pre-pay/register call 250-723-4050

3

ALBERNIREGION
Wednesday, July 8, 2015  |  Contact the newsroom 250-723-8171  |  news@avtimes.net   |  STORY UPDATES: www.avtimes.net  

AUTHOR

Patterson launches third volume of popular book
ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

“This Was Then…With Old Ike” 
Volume Three will be available on 
Thursday. 

The 167-page compilation of  the 
late Ike Patterson’s popular col-
umns was edited and compiled by 
his son, Kris Patterson. 

When Ike died four years ago, 
he left his son with a collection 
of  thousands of  pages of  text and 
pictures that he used to write his 
loved Pennyworth column. From 
2003 to 2011, Ike filled an average 
of  six pages in the newspaper each 
week with his columns. 

Thursday will mark the book 
launch of  volume 3. The event will 
take place at Echo Centre at 7 p.m. 

The previous two editions have 
generated a lot of  feedback and 
input. “There isn’t a day that goes 
by where I don’t hear someone say, 
‘Hey, I love this book,’” Kris said. 

With copies hot off  the press, 
books will be sold at the launch 
and later at Quality Foods, the 
Rollin Art Centre, Bluefish 
Gallery and the Alberni Valley 
Museum. The proceeds from 
book sales will be donated to the 
Alberni Valley Museum and the 
Alberni District Historical Society 
Archives.  

The third edition is filled with 
different material than the first 
two volumes, and will offer some-
thing new. 

Kris has audio files converted 
and available on his youtube page. 
This includes original audio files 

of  interviews with Ike and local 
residents. Kris recently complet-
ed the digitization of  his dad’s 
audio interviews and donated 
those finished recordings to the 
museum. 

“I felt the time was right to com-
plete this final volume of  my dad’s 
work and combined with the now 
finished audio recordings, I think 
I have honored my dad’s legacy 

and his love of  Port Alberni.” Kris 
said. 

In 2002, Ike joined the Port Alber-
ni city council where he remained 
a councillor until his death. 

Kris hopes that everyone will 
come out and enjoy the new vol-
ume as much as they have the pre-
vious two and celebrate the com-
pletion of  this trilogy of  books.

Kris Patterson will be at the museum on Thursday for the launch of his latest 
compilation of columns by his late father, Ike Patterson. 

BUSINESS

Big move from barn to cottage 
complete, thanks to volunteers
KRISTI DOBSON ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

When a group of  volunteers 
decided last year to relocate 
their business, they had a 
vision of  creating an urban 
country-style cottage within 
the city. After countless hours 
of  planning, paperwork and 
elbow grease, that vision has 
come into fruition. 

Pot Luck Ceramics opened 
its doors on Gertrude Street on 
July 2 and the home-turned-
storefront has created a buzz. 
The bright yellow and terra-
cotta building across from 
the J&L Restaurant is hard to 
miss. That was the idea over 
the course of  renovations, 
according to the profit for 
non-profit founder, Helma 
Swinkels. 

Formerly located in a large, 
open barn on Cowley Road, 
the new cottage lends well to a 
cosy atmosphere. 

“Everyone loved the barn, so 
we were a little afraid,” Swin-
kels said. “But everyone loves 
the feel and they can see all of  
the products better.” 

With two levels, all of  the 
regular ceramic dishes from 
Spain that customers have 
come to know, are overall 
organized by style. 

“Some are mixed but main-
ly the similar products are 
together so it’s easy for cus-
tomers and volunteers to find 
things,” Swinkels said. 

Before they could move all of  
the heavy boxes in, however, 
the renovations had to be com-
pleted. That began soon after 
the group acquired a building 
permit with the take-down 
of  walls and ammending the 
building to meet standards. 

A deck and wheelchair ramp 
were built and after the inter-
ior was stripped, underwent a 
safety inspection from Work-
Safe BC. 

“We had to close for five and 
a half  weeks while the inspect-
or was there, but it all came 
out good,” Swinkels said. “As 
volunteers, we were able to 
continue painting at the time 
to keep things going.” 

Then, things really moved 
fast, Swinkels said. 

Decisions were made, decora-
tions added and changes made, 
which all culminated in part of  
the fun of  the project. 

Swinkels said it was import-
ant to add local features, so, 
with the help of  Home Hard-
ware, a custom counter was 
built from McLean Mill wood. 

Once they were ready to move 
in, it was a gradual process 
with so many products to set 
up. Starting in the basement, 
they added approximately 2,000 
products. To fit everything, 
walls were taken out and more 
support put in. They cut and fit 
metal shelving that was used 
in the barn to include nearly 20 
shelf  pieces. 

The upstairs was converted 
into a homey-looking display 
of  linens, dishes and home 
decor items while workers 
were still setting up. 

“It evolved as we kept creat-
ing, changing and adding our 
ideas,” Swinkels said. 

They added unique touches 
with lighting and kept the ori-
ginal kitchen in to add to the 
cottage appearance. 

“I truly think this is a perfect 
spot and is nice and visible,” 
Swinkels said. “While we were 
working people drove by honk-
ing and waving. It is nice to see 
our own customers saying they 
love it too.” 

Swinkels said they are not 
completely finished and will 
still add an element to the 
exterior. 

“You will have to watch, 
there are still some changes 
coming,” she said. 

The cottage will be abuzz 
next Saturday, July 18 as the 
volunteers host a grand open-
ing celebration. Complete with 
refreshments, tapas and dis-
counts, the store will be open 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

One hundred per cent volun-
teer-operated, the profits from 
Pot Luck Ceramics are donated 
back into the community to 
support local charitable organ-
izations.

Kristi.Dobson@avtimes.net
250-723-8171 ext. 238

Helma Swinkels and Val Startup are excited to show everyone around their new location. Included in the shop are all of the 
old favourites, as well as new products for the home. [KRISTI DOBSON, TIMES]

Potluck Ceramics opens doors at new central location, ready to serve

FIRE, from Page 1

Smoke in the air was visible 
throughout the day and could 
be smelled indoors. Levels are 
expected to change depending 
on winds, temperature and 
behaviour of  active fires. Air 
quality is considered good if  it 
is between 16 and 31. 

Even so, a group of  local cyc-
ling activists are going ahead 
with tonight’s critical mass 
ride. The event is designed 
to raise awareness about cyc-
ling as an alternative to fos-
sil-fueled transportation. 

“Although we are aware of  
the air quality concerns, we 
decided to go ahead with the 
ride and leave it up to individ-

uals whether they want to par-
ticipate or not,” said organizer 
John Mayba. 

Despite the conditions, nei-
ther the walk-in clinic nor the 
hospital have had a significant 
number of  complaints. 

To put the size of  the fire in 
perspective, other current fires 
in the province include Elaho, 
67 kilometers west of  Pember-
ton at 20,000 hectares and has 
been burning since June 14; 
Boulder Creek, 23 kilometers 
northwest of  Pemberton at 
12,000 hectares and Old Sechelt 
Mine at a size of  approximately 
250 hectares.

Kristi.Dobson@avtimes.net

Alberni Valley socked in by smoke

Airport due for 
tree clearing 
At today’s meeting ACRD directors are 
set to vote on $126,000 in contracts
ERIC PLUMMER ALBERNI VALLEY TIMES

Today the regional district’s 
board of  directors are sched-
uled to vote on over $126,000 
worth of  vegetation clearing 
for the airport near Sproat 
Lake, an investment required 
to upgrade the facility with a 
global positioning system. 

Currently the Alberni Val-
ley Regional Airport cannot 
accommodate scheduled flights 
due to the absence of  a GPS, 
but this could change if  plans 
take off  to improve the land-
ing strip through a multi-mil-
lion-dollar expansion project. 
Three vegetation-removal 
contracts are now on the table 
to clear enough space to install 
a GPS, but this work is also 
needed for the facility to main-
tain its current operations, said 
airport superintendent Mark 
Fortune.

“The AVRA [obstacle limita-
tion surfaces] was allowed to 
to regenerate with vegetation 
over many years and now 
requires extensive clearing,” 
stated a report on the initiative 
for ACRD directors.

“It’s to maintain safety 
clearances for incoming and 
departing aircraft,” he said, 
adding that the vegetation 
removal will help the ACRD 
secure funding for airport 
upgrades. “Once those are 
cleared, then we can prove to 
Transport Canada with a resur-
vey that our site is now cleared 
and we can apply for a GPS 
approach.” 

The vegetation-clearing con-
tracts up for ACRD approval 
include 7.3 hectares of  remov-
al and landscaping as well 
as another 22.04 hectares of  
clearing by Berry and Vale 
Contracting, worth $29,900 and 
$37,000 respectively. Just over 
40 hectares of  trees and brush 
are also set to be cleared by 
Dynamite Logging for $59,133.

If  approved, the initiative 
would be covered by funds 
donated by the Alberni Valley 
Community Forest, which is 
land along Sproat Lake owned 
by the City of  Port Alberni. To 
prevent the start of  another 
wildfire, the ACRD does not 
plan to begin the vegetation 
clearing until the Valley’s 
extreme fire danger rating is 
lowered.   

Eric.Plummer@avtimes.net

250-723-8171

REGIONAL DISTRICT

ALBERNI VALLEY REGIONAL 



With the unusually hot dry 
summer which has led to fires 
all over the province includ-
ing Dog Mountain, i thought 

now would be an excellent time to look back 
at some of the history of the Martin Mars 
water bombers.

Design work for the Martin “Mars,” the 
largest active-duty flying boat, started in 1935. 
After contracts were signed in 1939 the keel 
was laid on August 22, 1940 with the aircraft 
leaving the hangar Sept. 27, 1941. This first 
plane was nicknamed “the old lady.” Several 
improvements and models took place over 
the years with five more planes christened: 
Philippine Mars, Marianas Mars, Marshall 
Mars, hawaii Mars, and Caroline Mars.

i have also included a picture of a story 
that ran in Mechanix illustrated. Who could 
have predicted that a 1949 story about Glenn 
L. Martin, the man affectionately known as 
“the father of the Martin Mars” would one 
day have a direct connection to us in the 
Alberni Valley?

Even after the Caroline Mars, the first 
“flying boat”– to be converted into a water 
bomber – arrived at Sproat Lake in Septem-
ber of 1959, no one could have guessed the 
impact that Mr. Martin’s creations would have 
here in the following decades.  

As history has recorded, the Caroline 
Mars was one of the fleet of four purchased 
to fight forest fires in B.C. by the then Forest 
industries Flying tankers (FiFt) of which 
MacMillan Bloedel was a major player. The 
Caroline Mars had not been converted when 
it first arrived at Sproat Lake and was used as 
a training tool for the ground and flight crews 
until late autumn.  

The Marianas Mars was the first to be 

converted to its water bomber role by Fairley 
Aviation of Victoria and took up duty at 
Sproat Lake in the spring of 1960.  it was a 
short-lived tour though, because on June 
23, 1960, the Marianas crashed, killing all 
four crew members. The tragic accident was 
chalked up to a bad decision by a less experi-
enced captain.

The Caroline’s conversion was put on 
fast forward and she proved that the world’s 
largest sea planes could effectively extinguish 
forest fires when she took on a pair of blazes 
within three days in 1962. The Mars and FiFt 
were hailed as “overnight sensations.”

The fame was put on pause, however, 
when the Caroline Mars, which was at Pat Bay 
that winter and was destroyed by hurricane 
Freida. The remaining two Mars aircraft, the 
Philippine and hawaii, were converted and 
arrived on station when the 1963 fire season 
started. Coulson forest products purchased 

the two remaining water bombers in 
2007. in addition to their firefighting capa-
bilities the bombers were on display at the 
Martin Mars fire base. There has been a lot of 
discussion about the fate of these planes. 

With the ability to dump vast amounts 
of water and fire retardant, the bomber is a 
unique tool in the firefighting arsenal as well 
as a piece of Port Alberni history. There is 
also an excellent book available called Martin 
Mars Flying Boats by Steve Ginter which 
goes into even more detail with the previous 
models and what happened to them. i hope 
you enjoy this look back at the history of 
these great planes and i would love to hear 
your memories and see your photos of the 
“bombers” over the years and perhaps turn 
this into a series of features.

This Is Then...
With Kris Patterson

Here are a 
couple of 

more recent 
photos of the 

bomber in 
action.

This is one of the most sought after Mars photos. This dramatic picture was taken on June 20, 1973, during the Hunt-
er’s Store blaze on Highway 4 and it was the first time the Martin Mars was ever used to put out a residential fire. It 
was indeed one of the most memorable moments for everyone there. 
Thanks to Pete Aspinall at the Port Alberni Fire Department for providing this great moment in time.

The bomber was extremely helpful fighting fires in 
2007 as well which led to a very positive letter from 
then California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger.

Jan Jansma found this article in the February 1949 issue of ‘Mechanix Illus-
trated’, a magazine he has had for over 50 years. “I got it back in the mid ‘50’s 
when I first got to Canada,” Jan recalled.  “I spent a bit of time working in 
Taber, Alberta, before coming to Port Alberni on February 7th, 1956.”  

Future stories
i recently received 
some great 
information about 
George trotter, who 
was the manager of 
Overwaitea foods, 
including some great 
photos back as far 
as 1931. Do you 
remember shopping 
there?  
i am also working on a 
car feature with some 
of the unique cars 
and trucks that Port 
Alberni has seen over 
the years. Another 
story idea is on the old 
Alberni Mall. 
Please email me 
at kris.patterson@
avtimes.net or call 
me at 250–723–8171 
extension 228.
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A ‘This Is Then’ special edition
Extra, Front Page

25C 12C
Sunny

This Is Then...
With Kris Patterson

T HIS COLUMN is diff erent than 
the usual format in a number 
of ways. 

My column has deliberately 
run in Wednesday’s AV Times since the 
beginning in January; however, with an 
anniversary event like this one, I thought I 
would try a new format.   

In the spirit of looking back I have 
also used the AV Times logo from when 
it became a daily paper in 1970. I have 
always received info for story ideas from a 
variety of sources.  Sherry Jasken came in 
when she heard I was working on a story 
on the 100th anniversary of Overwaitea 
and presented me with a treasure trove of 
information including old photos, newspa-
per clippings and magazines. Th is infor-
mation required more than I could easily 
fi t in one page so I came up with a diff er-
ent set up for this column. Sherry’s dad 
was George Trotter, who was the manager 
of the Th ird Avenue Overwaitea in Port 
Alberni from 1934-1960 aft er fi rst working 
in Abbotsford. 

I approached Zack Jones, manager of 
the Port Alberni Save-On-Foods store with 
the idea of presenting some of the history 
of this shopping store, which continues 
to serve Port Alberni to this day.  Save-
On-Foods is a chain of supermarkets lo-
cated across western Canada. Founded in 
1982 it is a subsidiary of the Overwaitea 
Food Group, which, in turn, is owned by 
the Vancouver-based Jim Pattison Group. 
A number of stores concurrently running 
as Save-On-Foods formerly operated 
under the Overwaitea brand, founded in 
1915 and purchased by Pattison in 1968. 
Most Overwaitea stores were gradually 
converted to Save-On-Foods stores during 
the expansion and renovation of the over-
all chain in the 1990s and 2000s.

Th e fi rst Save-On-Foods store in Al-
berta opened in 1990, at Mayfi eld Com-
mon in Edmonton. Th e store’s loyalty card, 
originally called the Save-On-More card 
but recently re-branded as More Rewards, 
was launched in May 1992.

Th rough a little more research I 
learned that at one time there were two 
Overwaitea stores, with one starting on 
First Avenue before moving to Th ird 
Avenue (this location was later home to 
Fields). Th is area of Th ird avenue has 
seen many diff erent businesses over the 
years including Sweet Sixteen, which was 
located between Isobel’s and Overwait-
ea.  Th ere was a second store on Johnston 
where Gone Fishin’ used to be, before they 
moved to their current location. Th is area 
was also home to several notable busi-
nesses over the years, such as A.W. Fast 
Printers and Lithographers, which opened 
on Jan. 3, 1962 at 19 Johnston St., between 
Overwaitea and Comfort Shoes. A little 
more than two years later, on Feb. 15, 
1964, Fred Luecke bought the business and 

“Lucky Printers” was born.

JUNE 5, 1947 OVERWAITEA 
OPENS IN ALBERNI!!

“Displaying unbounded faith in 
the growth and development of Alberni 
District, Overwaitea Ltd., this morning 
opened its new Alberni City branch store 
at 8:30.”

Th at was the lead line in the story on 
page 5 of the West Coast Advocate on June 
5, 1947.  Th e article went on to say:

“Situated in the modern new Harris 
Block on Johnston Street the store will 
have a frontage of 20 feet, with a depth of 
75.”

Clarence “Mac” McKellar transferred 
in from the Mission store to manage the 
staff  of fi ve at the new Alberni outlet,  
which was the 34th branch store owned 
and operated by Overwaitea Ltd., a purely 
British Columbia company.  

“Another feature of the Alberni store is 
the connecting archway leading to the ad-
joining store, which will shortly be opened 
up by Begg’s Meat market,” read the article.

I hope you enjoyed this look back at 
some of Overwaitea’s history and its 

connection to Port Alberni. Please look at 
some of the information and photos in the 
inside pages and come out and celebrate 

the 100th anniversary with the great team 
at Save-On-Foods and take advantage of 
some of the great deals on today between 
12-4.  

If you have more memories and pho-

tos of shopping at Overwaitea or of George
Trotter I would love to hear from you 
either by email at kris.patterson@avtimes.
net or by phone at 250-723-8171   
ext. 228.

Th is photo shows the fi rst avenue Overwaitea location in 1934.

Th is photo, taken by Keith Rodgers during a May Day Parade in 1957, shows 
the Overwaitea Store on the corner, almost 10 years – to the day – aft er 
opening. If you have any memories or photos of the Alberni Overwaitea, 
please e-mail me at kris.patterson@avtimes.net. A picture from 1957 that shows the interior of the newly remodelled store.

Th is photo shows customers at the checkout. Do you know who the little girl 
in the checkout is? Please email me at kris.patterson@avtimes.net or call me 
at 250-723-8171 ext. 228 and you could win tickets to the Chemainus Dinner 
Th eater.

wwwavtimes net


