Footpaths & Cyclists Don’t Mix!

Cycling on the footpath is dangerous and illegal.  There have been a number of incidents recently where people coming out of shops in the village have nearly been knocked down by cyclists riding on the footpath.  Fortunately no one has been hurt, but cyclists should be aware that there is a distinct possibility of causing serious injury or even death if they collide with a vulnerable pedestrian.  
.Aside from being dangerous and intimidating, pavement riding is also against the law and an offence under the Highways Act. The Community Police can issue a £30 fixed penalty notice and there could be more serious consequences, including a prison sentence, if fatal injury is caused.

No reasonable person is going to object to young children, accompanied by an adult, riding their bikes on the pavement; but anyone who is old enough to be out on their own is old enough to ride on the road.
In other towns and villages there are sometimes joint foot and cycle paths, but not in Upwell!  The pavements here are for the exclusive use of people on foot.

If a cyclist lacks the confidence to ride on the road due to the traffic then it would be better (and it is legal) to get off and wheel the bike along the pavement until traffic conditions are such that he or she feels comfortable with getting going again.

A final point for cyclists to consider is that, unlike a car, their approach cannot be heard and they are putting themselves at risk by riding on the footpath, particularly when motorists are reversing out of gateways and drives.
POLICE MATTERS

Following the recent Community Action Group meeting, Upwell is once again a priority area for the Community Police, the main reason being to ensure that the relative peace we have enjoyed of late continues following the removal of the dispersal order that covered the centre of the village. However, this means that they will be out in force and so cyclists beware!  The Safer Neighbourhood Team have been alerted to the problem referred to above and will have no hesitation in issuing tickets!
