General Election 2010

Why You Should Vote

The past few years have seen politics shaken to their very core. Whether it’s the decision to go to war in Iraq or Afghanistan, the expenses scandal or the constant in-fighting between parties (as the mother of a five year old the politicians all seem to act like small children squabbling to me: Well he said... well,  she said...)  the public is weary and you may be asking yourself why you should bother to vote for any of ‘that lot’ this time around.

Well, I know how you feel! But the way I look at it is like this:

Politicians are supposed to represent us, their public. We vote for the person who we think will stand up and speak as we might, if asked to consider questions about how we would like to see our country run. We give our nominated candidate our voice to say what they think about spending on schools and the Health Service, on going to war, on immigration, criminal justice and how that is all paid for – taxation.

If we choose not to vote we are saying that our voice doesn’t matter, that we don’t care about these issues, that we are not interested in changing our country for the better – in improving how services are run or how our children are educated.

Just because we might not agree with what politicians have done in our name over the past five years or think that they are ‘all the same’, we should still take a moment to think about what is important to us, to our families and our community and vote for the candidate who most closely matches the way we think about the world.

Voting provides a medium for ordinary citizens to support the democratic structure. If a majority of citizens chose not to vote, democracy might become a thing of the past, replaced by another form of government that might prove more elitist in nature (in many countries  people think that they can’t change anything and poor turnouts at elections allow dictators or corrupt politicians to take control, control which they then cannot get back). Showing that you care with your vote tells candidates that they must be accountable to the public.
Finally, taking time to vote reflects pride in our nation and its government. The country becomes a beacon of liberty for the rest of the world who will be watching. Let everyone know that you care enough to have a say in the election's outcome. Never surrender your right to speak your mind via the vote on election day. 

Are You Registered To Vote?

A general election to elect the new Parliament must be held by no later than Thursday 3 June 2010. If you are not registered to vote, you cannot make sure that your voice is heard by the politicians, you cannot carry out the hard won rights of every man in this country to have a say in how it is ruled. 
Am I Registered To Vote?

So how do you know whether you are registered to vote? Well, your local electoral registration office will be able to tell you. You can contact them on 01553 616773 or write to the Electoral Registration Officer at the address at the end of this article.

How do I register?
During August or September you should have received an annual canvass of electors form. Simply ensure that all of the names of eligible people residing at your address are included on the form and cross out anyone who should not be included. If you need to register now, you just need complete an electoral registration form (to get one, call the Electoral Registration Office at the number above or go online at www.aboutmyvote.co.uk) and return it to the address below. The electoral register is updated monthly between December and September. If you move house or change your name then you should register again. 
Your Electoral Registration Office

King's Lynn and West Norfolk, Borough Council of
Electoral Registration Officer
Borough Council of King's Lynn and West Norfolk
King's Court, Chapel Street
King's Lynn, Norfolk
PE30 1EX
01553 616773


How do I vote?

In the UK, there are three different ways you can vote. How you vote is up to you. It may depend on what you find easiest or the most convenient method. Most people vote in person at a polling station. However, if you are not able to go to the polling station in person on election day, you can apply to vote by post or by proxy (someone voting on your behalf). 
Voting at a polling station is very straightforward and there is always a member of staff available to help. If you are on the electoral register, you will receive a poll card before the election telling you where and when to vote. The polling station is often a school or local hall near where you live. The poll card is for your information only, and you do not need to take it to the polling station in order to vote. 

The following five steps explain how to vote at your polling station on election day:

1. On election day, go to your local polling station. Polling station opening hours are 7am - 10pm. If you are disabled and need assistance getting to the polling station, contact your electoral registration office to find out what help is available. You can also ask to have a companion with you when you vote, or staff in the polling station may be able to help you.. 

2. Tell the staff inside the polling station your name and address so they can check that you are on the electoral register. You can show them your poll card, but you do not need it to vote. 

3. The staff at the polling station will give you a ballot paper listing the parties and candidates you can vote for. It will be stamped with an official mark. You may be given more than one ballot paper if there is more than one election on the same day. If you have a visual impairment, you can ask for a special voting device that allows you to vote on your own in secret. 

4. Take your ballot paper into a polling booth so that no one can see how you vote. Read the ballot paper carefully, it will tell you how to cast your vote. Do not write anything else on the paper or your vote may not be counted. 

5. Finally, when you have marked your vote, fold the ballot paper in half and put it in the ballot box. Do not let anyone see your vote. If you are not clear on what to do, ask the staff at the polling station to help you

Voting by post is an easy and convenient way of voting if you are unable to get to the polling station. To vote by post, you’ll need to fill in an application form (contact the Electoral Registration Office at the number below or go to www.aboutmyvote.co.uk). You can apply to vote by post by going online to www.aboutmyvote.co.uk. After completing the form, you’ll need to print it, sign it, and send it back to your local electoral registration office. You need to sign your application form personally because the electoral registration office needs a copy of your signature for voting security reasons. We know it’s slightly less convenient than submitting it online, but it helps to ensure the security of your vote and is used to tackle electoral fraud.

If you are unable to vote in person, you can apply to vote by proxy. By proxy just means that you appoint someone you trust to vote on your behalf. Voting by proxy can be useful if you fall ill and are unable to get to the polling station on election day, or if you are abroad during an election. It can be particularly useful if you are overseas in a country too far away to send back a postal vote in time for the election (for instance, if you are in the Armed Forces and deployed overseas).

To vote by proxy, you’ll need to fill in an application form (contact the Electoral Registration Office at the number below or go to www.aboutmyvote.co.uk). You need to sign your application form personally because the electoral registration office needs a copy of your signature for voting security reasons. We know it’s slightly less convenient than submitting it online, but it helps to ensure the security of your vote and is used to tackle electoral fraud.

Can I apply for a proxy vote?

You can apply for a proxy vote as long as you are on the electoral register. When you apply for a proxy vote you have to provide a reason. You can apply for a proxy vote if:

· You are unable to go to the polling station for one particular election, for example, if you are away on holiday 

· You have a physical condition that means you cannot go to the polling station on election day 

· Your employment means that you cannot go to the polling station on election day 

· Your attendance on an educational course means that you cannot go to the polling station on election day 

· You are a British citizen living overseas 

· You are a crown servant or a member of Her Majesty's Armed Forces 

Except if you are registered blind, you may have to get someone to support your application to confirm that your reason for applying to vote by proxy is valid. Read the notes that accompany the application form to find out if you need to get someone to support your application and who can do it.

When can I apply to vote by proxy?

The deadline for applying to vote by proxy is normally 6 working days before an election. However, if you have a medical emergency 6 days before election day or after, you can apply to vote by emergency proxy if the emergency means that you cannot go to the polling station in person.

Who can vote on my behalf?

Anyone can be your proxy as long as they are eligible to vote in that type of election and they are willing to vote on your behalf.

You cannot be a proxy for more than two people at any one election, unless they are a close relative.

Information taken for this article came from www.aboutmyvote.co.uk, part of The Electoral Commission.
