




















18. GOD SAID 11-IAT WITH STAMMERING LIPS

AND ANOTHER TONGUE HE WOULD SPEAK TO

THE PEOPLE.

"For with stammering lips and another 
tongue will he speak to this people" (Isa 
28:11). 

When the prophetic word in Isaiah 28 mentioned 
speaking in tongues, it also included the sign of the 
stammering lips. This sign has often been a stum­
bling block to certain people. But note the prophet 
admitted it would be! He declares, "That they might 
go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, 
and taken" (verse 13). Verse 14 shows that religious 
rulers would be numbered among the scornful. 
They cannot understand any purpose in speaking 
in tongues and certainly they see no place for 
stammering lips. The stammering lips is a stumbling 
block and a snare to them. 

"If it is of God," say they, "would it not come forth 
perfect and in full bloom at once?" They do not 
realize that even as a child learns to speak, so the 
first utterances of those who speak in tongues may 
be with stammering lips. And likewise as the child 
learns to speak fluently so the person who stammers 
wiR as he yields to the Spirit, come forth speaking in 
a dear tongue. 

In this very prophecy (verse 9) the Lord likens 
the development of spiritual experience in a believer 
to that of a child For a time the child is on the 
breast He can only take milk His first words are 
halting and imperfect Later he is weaned and 
develops in wisdom and utterance. The scornful 
person sees only imperfection in the lives of those 
who speak with stammering lips. But God sees 
them not as they are, but as they will be. Though 
they are weak, imperfect, still on the breast, He sees 
them as they will be when they reach perfection. 
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Here we make an observation of value to those 
who desire to receive the Holy Spirit Some people 
come close to a scriptural experience but fail to 
fully enter in. They hear themselves begin to speak 
in stammering lips and become fearful They think, 
"Maybe this is just me." They are partly right It is 
their own lips and voice speaking. But it is the Spirit 
who is giving the utterance. That is the way it was 
on the day of Pentecost They began to speak in 
tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. 

Therefore, when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, 
do not fear. Do not quench the Spirit nor stifle the 
stammering lips. Let God have His way. It is God's 
way. As you learn to speak as He gives utterance, 
and as you yield to His Spirit, you will find the 
stammering lips change to a beautiful fluent flow of 
language. 

19. SPEAKING IN TONGUES IS THE REST AND

REFRESHING PROMISED FROM THE LORD.

"For with stammering lips and another 
tongue will he speak to this people. To 
whom he said, This is the rest by which ye 
may cause the weary to rest, and this is the 
refreshing; yet they would not hear" (Isa 
28:11,12). 

The Spirit of the Lord must have been speaking of 
something of great importance when He said, "This 
is the rest by which ye may cause the weary to rest, 
and this is the refreshing." It is evident this is a 
reference to the preceding verse. Is therefore that 
rest and refreshing speaking in tongues? 

Speaking in tongues in itself could not be that rest 
and refreshing. The Holy Spirit is a person. When He 
comes, He speaks. This manifestation and presence 
of the Holy Spirit thus becomes the great blessing, 
the great rest, the great refreshing. And this is 
another proof that the infilling of the Spirit is 
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