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21 Reasons Why Christians Should Speak in Tongues – Clear the Runway, and Let the Holy Spirit Land 
Message 9 – April 23rd, 2023 

 
Reason #9 is that speaking in tongues is a gift from God to the church. Just like your salvation was free, 
speaking in tongues is also free. 
 
The Apostle Paul says in 1 Corinthians 12:7-11 the following; “7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to 
each one for the profit of all: 8 for to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of 
knowledge through the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by [a]the 
same Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to 
another different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit 
works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.” 
 
We must remember that these gifts are given as He – the Holy Spirit – wills, not as you will. It’s out of your 
control, it’s as the Holy Spirit wills that His gifts will operate. It’s time to get out of the way and let the Holy 
Spirit do the work in whomever He choses. Get out of the way, clear the runway, and let the Holy Spirit land. 
Open the door of your heart today, don’t close it, don’t control it, let the Holy Spirit fill you today.  
 
The gift of speaking in different kinds of tongues is not the same as the tongues that the disciples received on 
the day of Pentecost in Acts 2:4, and diverse tongues are interpreted by someone who has the gift to do so, and 
they are a language of the Holy Spirit that is heavenly and not earthly.  In Acts 2, the devout Jews from every 
nation under heaven heard them speak about the wonderful works of God in their own languages and we can 
conclude that all the 120 disciples spoke in these nations languages that they never learned or understood.  
 
Those who have the Gift of speaking in diverse tongues, will speak in a language that is often but not always 
different from the corporate prayer or worship in tongues that is for personal edification, and diverse tongues 
are for the Church to be edified and built up by the follow up of someone interpreting what was spoken.  
 
Gordon Lindsay says the following, although I don’t necessarily agree with a portion of it. It’s not that I don’t 
agree with his teaching in general because he’s a very gifted man and has great knowledge of God’s word, but 
in this one area, I don’t understand why he’s saying what he’s saying and how he ended up saying it. I have 
some ideas, but I’ll let the Word speak for itself.  
 
He says this;  
“This is to be differentiated from the gift of the Holy Spirit as recorded in Acts 2:4 which is for every believer 
and is for his own edification (1 Cor. 14:4). The gift of speaking in tongues (one of the nine gifts), is to be 
activated or used before the Body or the Church. And not everyone who receives the Acts 2:4 experience of 
being filled with the Holy Spirit is called or qualified to minister the gift in public. Instances in churches of 
misuse by persons, who of their own desire and volition began to speak in tongues have occurred. These only 
bring reproach on themselves and cause interested hungry-for-God individuals to react negatively.” 
 
The Gift of speaking in diverse tongues are given to Christians as the Holy Spirit wills in a Church service and 
is not limited to operate thru the same individuals who have the gift, because if that were the case then the Holy 
Spirit would not be able to minister in diverse tongues and interpretation if that person/persons were not in the 
Church service. The Holy Spirit does not revolve around you, you revolve around the work of the Holy Spirit. 
When He wants to move, get out of the way, move, clear the runway, and let the Holy Spirit land. Verse 11 says; 
“11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.”  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+12%3A7-11&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28644a
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It’s not as you will even if you have the gift of speaking in diverse tongues or you interpret them. It’s ok for the 
Holy Spirit to move on someone else in your church service, because it’s He who is moving. I know pastors 
have the ‘chosen few’, that they allow to speak under the unction of the Holy Spirit. They’re kind of like 
‘dedicated individuals’ who prophecy, speaks in diverse tongues and interpret them, but nobody else speaks. 
Why is that? Just provoking some thought today. Why is it that when the Holy Spirit wants to speak, that He can 
only land on a couple of individuals? Could it be that the Holy Spirit is under your control? In other words, the 
only two individuals the Holy Spirit speaks through are the ones that you’re allowing the Holy Spirit to work 
through, and if the Holy Spirit wants to work through another individual, He can’t, because that individual is 
not allowed to speak, until they give you a ‘pre-approved’ prophecy.  
 
I would have to disagree with Gordon Lindsay where he says that not all Christians that have been baptized in 
the Holy Spirit and speak in tongues are not called or qualified to speak in diverse tongues. Why? It’s because 
the gifts are given as the Holy Spirit wills, not as the Pastor, deacon or church leader wills. Get out of the way, 
let the Holy Spirit land on whomever He chooses to land and let them speak. You have prophets already that can 
judge what they’re saying – that’s what the word of God says. Let them speak, let them interpret and let the 
prophet’s judge. 
 
Limiting the Holy Spirit to operate thru certain ‘gifted individuals,’ often leads to a very controlled church 
atmosphere that the Holy Spirit is not able to distribute the gifts as He wills. This is part of the reason why 
today we have certain prophets speaking in diverse tongues and interpretating lies over church leaders and their 
congregations that never come to pass, and the Holy Spirit is not able to speak the truth as He wills thru other 
individuals in the Church. What qualifies or calls a Christian to speak in diverse tongues and interpretation of 
tongues is the Holy Spirit Himself and should never be limited to a select few individuals. Stop disqualifying 
those individuals in your congregation today, they’re already qualified because of the Holy Spirit, how much 
more qualification does one need? Tongues are on par with the gift of prophecy when they are interpreted, and 
the word that is given is to be judged by the prophets, not the board of deacons. If you already have prophets in 
your church who you know God’s hand is on, let the ‘new kid on the block’ or the different person on whom the 
Holy Spirit wants to speak through, and let the prophet’s judge the word. See and encourage all the gifts to work 
through all your congregation, not a select few. 
 
Paul says in 1 Corinthians 14:5; “I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; [a]for 
he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that the church may 
receive edification.” 

 1 Corinthian’s 14:26-33 talks about order in Church meetings; “26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you 
come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an 
interpretation. Let all things be done for [h]edification. 27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at 
the most three, each in turn, and let one interpret. 28 But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in church, 
and let him speak to himself and to God. 29 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge. 30 But 
if anything is revealed to another who sits by, let the first keep silent. 31 For you can all prophesy one by one, 
that all may learn and all may be encouraged. 32 And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the 
prophets. 33 For God is not the author of [i]confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.” 

How are Christians to learn if you don’t let them speak and you hold them back? An example would be if 
someone starts speaking in diverse tongues, and there are three that step up to interpret it, let them interpret and 
then let the prophets judge the interpretations. If the interpretations are of the flesh, let the prophets or pastor sit 
down with them and teach them so that they can learn and encourage them in their gift. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+14&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28684a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+14&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28705h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+14&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28712i
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So if speaking in diverse tongues and interpretation of them are to be judged by the Prophets, why would a 
Church require a prophecy to be given ahead of time in order for it to be allowed to be spoken publicly? And if 
the interpretation of diverse tongues are on par with the gift of prophecy, how are they able to give the 
interpretation ahead of time with out having yet spoke in diverse tongues already? It sounds a bit controlling 
doesn’t it. 

When the interpretation of diverse tongues is not judged by other prophets, the prophet is able to speak lies and 
not be held accountable when what they spoke does not come to pass, and they will simply continue speaking 
into existence what is not of the Holy Spirit, with one lie after another, that they themselves honestly believe to 
be true. Sadly, it’s happening today in the body of Christ. 

Speaking in diverse tongues and interpretation of tongues are gifts of the Holy Spirit for the Church body, and 
need to be operated in the Church as the Holy Spirit wills. If they are not allowed to, it’s a pretty clear indicator 
that the Pastor is operating in what I would call the, ‘Man of God Syndrome’, where the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
are to operate thru him only and a few select ‘yes’ men that are on board with him. 

On the flip side, there are Pastors and their congregations which believe that the gift of tongues ceased with the 
Apostles, but according to the Apostle Paul they are very much a part of the Church body now as it was then 
where he says in 1 Corinthians 13:8-10; “8 Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; 
whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 9 For we know in 
part and we prophesy in part. 10 But when that which is [a]perfect has come, then that which is in part will be 
done away.” 

Gordon Lindsay says;  

“Despite tradition to the contrary, God has never withdrawn these gifts from the Church. The only Scripture 
even offered in an effort to substantiate such a position is that found in 1 Corinthians 13:8; “Whether there be 
tongues, they shall cease.” It is contended by some that this statement means tongues have already ceased. The 
context, however, clearly shows this is not the meaning. Paul is referring to the time “when that which is perfect 
is come” (1 Corinthians 13:10). 

Paul adds that “prophecies shall be done away” and “knowledge shall vanish away” when that which is 
perfect is come. As anyone knows, we have not come to perfect knowledge, neither have we entered the perfect 
age. Until that time we shall need prophecy, knowledge, speaking in tongues, and all the other manifestations of 
the Spirit.” 

It’s pretty clear that the perfect has not yet come, for we are not made perfect until we see Jesus face to face, 
and until then, He has given us the Gift of speaking in diverse tongues and interpretations to operate thru church 
members as the Holy Spirit wills to do so, for the building up and edifying the Church. Speak in tongues as the 
Holy Spirit wills, prophecy and interpret the diverse tongues as the Holy Spirit wills. Move out of the way, 
Pastor, and let the Holy Spirit land on individuals in your church today, let the power of the Holy Spirit land on 
individuals whom He choses to land on even if He by-passes the ‘two chosen’ ones. Let the Holy Spirit speak 
and let the prophets judge, don’t grieve the Holy Spirit. Clear the runway, the Holy Spirit is about to land. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+13%3A8-10&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-28676a

