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The Azusa Street Papers – The Gift of Faith for God’s Protection 
Message 14 – May 1, 2022 

 

I believe this day and age that we are living in and the days to come, Christians will be in need of the Gift of 
Faith for protection in times of persecution, and without it there will be a lot of untimely deaths before having 
fulfilled their lives in service to the Lord. One thing that we have in common today with the Christians at Azusa 
Street and the early disciples of Christ, is that the political and religious leaders, judges, and police are 
imprisoning them for making Christ Supreme Lord and Savior over their lives. This is the primary reason 
Christians are being arrested, put in prison and fed the affliction of bread and water, and in some cases 
martyred. This is all the more reason to know what the Bible says about the Gift of Faith for protection in times 
of persecution. 

Let’s look at Psalm 91, which is written in the Old Testament, where God’s promises are for Christians today 
just as it was for the Old Testament saints back then. 

Psalm 91 

Safety of Abiding in the Presence of God 

 He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High Shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 2 I will say 
of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress; My God, in Him I will trust.” 

Deliverance from traps 

3 Surely He shall deliver you from the snare of the fowler And from the perilous pestilence. 4 He shall cover 
you with His feathers, and under His wings you shall take refuge; His truth shall be your shield and buckler. 

Deliverance from fear 

5 You shall not be afraid of the terror by night, nor of the arrow that flies by day,  

Those times where you wake up in the middle of the night with fear, by faith – the Gift of Faith – you can be 
delivered from them. 

Deliverance from accidental death  

6 Nor of the pestilence that walks in darkness, nor of the destruction that lays waste at noonday. 7 A thousand 
may fall at your side, and ten thousand at your right hand; But it shall not come near you. 8 Only with your 
eyes shall you look, and see the reward of the wicked. 9 Because you have made the Lord, who is my refuge, 
Even the Most High, your dwelling place, 

This Psalm is conditional, it’s for born again Christians only, it’s not for the non-believer or non-Christian. 

Deliverance from evil, sickness and accidents  

10 No evil shall befall you, nor shall any plague come near your dwelling; 11 For He shall give His angels 
charge over you, to keep you in all your ways. 12 In their hands they shall bear you up, lest you dash your foot 
against a stone. 
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Deliverance from Satan and Beasts 

13 You shall tread upon the lion and the cobra, The young lion and the serpent you shall trample underfoot. 
14 “Because he has set his love upon Me, therefore I will deliver him; I will set him on high, because he 
has known My name. 15 He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in trouble; I will 
deliver him and honor him. 16 With long life I will satisfy him, and show him My salvation.” 

1 Peter 5:8 says; “…your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” 

We also see that satan is portrayed as a serpent, but all authority has been given to you – Christian – to tread on 
serpents and scorpions and over all the power of the devil, Luke 10:19. 

Christians that have been baptized in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues, have the Gift of 
Faith for protection that far surpasses that which we just read, and we have to keep in mind that this Psalm was 
written under the Old Testament, and we are living under the New Testament as Christians with the power of 
the Holy Spirit living inside of us.  

Hebrews 11:30-40 says; ““30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven 
days. 31 By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did not believe, when she had received the 
spies with peace. 32 And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak 
and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: 33 who through faith subdued 
kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the violence of 
fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight 
the armies of the aliens. 35 Women received their dead raised to life again. Others were tortured, not accepting 
deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. 36 Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, 
yes, and of chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain 
with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented— 38 of 
whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. 
“39 And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, 40 God having 
provided something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us.” 

Apart from us, the Old Testament saints were not made perfect. The only thing that perfected the faith of the 
Old Testament saints is the Holy Spirit in us today. After Jesus rose from the dead and sent the Holy Spirit after 
ascending to the Father, is what the Old Testament saints were waiting for and believed on as they were waiting 
for the Messiah whom all the Prophets prophesied about. They walked by faith and not by sight. But their 
perfection came when Jesus died and rose from the dead – and while dead – preached to them in Paradise or 
Abraham’s bosom – and then they were given access to heaven having been released from death to obtain 
eternal life because Jesus took the keys of death, hell and the grave. 

So in times of persecution, Christians that are Baptised in the Holy Spirit have supernatural power that far 
surpasses the testimony’s of faith found in Hebrews 11, in that we received the promise of the Holy Spirit’s 
baptism that Jesus spoke of in Acts 1:8, that they believed in by faith but never received while they were alive. 
Although they were not born again, they walked in faith, they prophesied of things to come, they believed in the 
Messiah who was to come. They lived under the Ten Commandments and the Law. 

Acts 1:8 says; “8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall 
be [a]witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ACTS+1%3A8&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-26932a
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This is not to say that as Christians we will always be protected in times of persecution, for there are many 
examples of Christians who have died for their faith as martyrs’, but prior to them dying for their faith they also 
experienced God’s protection on numerous occasions that far out weighed their martyrdom.  

A good example of God’s supernatural protection by angels can be found in Acts 5:17-21, “17 Then the high 
priest rose up, and all those who were with him (which is the sect of the Sadducees), and they were filled 
with [a]indignation, 18 and laid their hands on the apostles and put them in the common prison. 19 But at 
night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, 20 “Go, stand in the temple 
and speak to the people all the words of this life.” 

In Acts 12:1-11 we read about Herod’s violence to the Church, which we see occurring today especially in the 
Western World, especially in Canada. It says; “12 Now about that time Herod the king stretched out his hand to 
harass some from the church. 2 Then he killed James the brother of John with the sword. 3 And because he saw 
that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to seize Peter also. Now it was during the Days of Unleavened 
Bread. 4 So when he had arrested him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four [a]squads of soldiers to 
keep him, intending to bring him before the people after Passover. 5 Peter was therefore kept in prison, 
but [b]constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church. 6 And when Herod was about to bring him 
out, that night Peter was sleeping, bound with two chains between two soldiers; and the guards before the door 
were [c]keeping the prison. 7 Now behold, an angel of the Lord stood by him, and a light shone in the prison; 
and he struck Peter on the side and raised him up, saying, “Arise quickly!” And his chains fell 
off his hands. 8 Then the angel said to him, “Gird yourself and tie on your sandals”; and so he did. And he said 
to him, “Put on your garment and follow me.” 9 So he went out and followed him, and did not know that what 
was done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. 10 When they were past the first and the 
second guard posts, they came to the iron gate that leads to the city, which opened to them of its own accord; 
and they went out and went down one street, and immediately the angel departed from him. 11 And when Peter 
had come to himself, he said, “Now I know for certain that the Lord has sent His angel, and has delivered me 
from the hand of Herod and from all the expectation of the Jewish people.” 

We see the Church was operating in the Gift of Faith as they were praying for Peter’s release. We must realize 
that chains don’t just fall off nor do prison doors just open up – it was a supernatural angelic deliverance as a 
result of the faith of the praying Church. It doesn’t really show that Peter had the faith for his own release, but it 
does show the faith of the church. Even as we pray for the supernatural deliverance from fines, court cases and 
imprisonment of Pastors in Canada today, the prayers of faith by the Church have power to change the natural 
situation they’re in. 

Keep in mind that this supernatural hand of protection occurred after King Herod was violent towards the 
Church and killed James the brother of John with the sword, but Herod was then killed by an angel of the Lord 
only a few verses later on. When we look at Peter here in prison, he knew of James’ death and knew that now 
he was next in line for Herod’s chopping block. Peter saw in the natural the chains and gate that held him 
prisoner, he felt the pain in his body and the iron chains tearing at his hands and feet; but God saw the angel, the 
chains falling off and the iron gate opening up on its own. I’m sure that Peter was able to reflect back many a 
time on that imprisonment and the Gift of Faith for God’s protection, so that no matter what he would face in 
his life, faith in God’s protection would deliver him until God’s plans for him were complete.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ACTS+5%3A17-20&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-27077a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ACTS+12%3A1-11&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-27342a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ACTS+12%3A1-11&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-27343b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ACTS+12%3A1-11&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-27344c
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It may seem like political leaders are getting away with persecuting the Christians, but as we just read, God has 
the final say in the matter. It all comes back down the supreme Lordship of Christ in a Christian that causes 
political leaders to persecute them. No matter how much they threaten to put you in the fiery furnace as King 
Nebuchadnezzar did with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego who did not bow their knees to the Kings 
command to bow down and worship him, so Christians must not bow their knee or heart or will to other than 
that of the supremacy of Christ in their lives. 

ASUZA PAPERS says the following testimony about God’s protection. 

ARRESTED FOR JESUS' SAKE. A brother who has been baptized with the Holy Ghost was arrested on account 
of the disturbance which the preaching of the Gospel created among the people who crowded about the tent in 
Pasadena. As he stood to answer the accusation of disturbing the peace, another brother says he saw an angel 
standing by his side. He was released. The Lord has been doing great things in that place and we expect greater 
things. Some workers were preaching on the street corner in Los Angeles and a poor drunkard had just been 
saved, when a policeman came up and ordered them to stop, and took two of them off to jail. The sister sang all 
the way to the jail and shouted and prayed while they were there. They soon were anxious to get rid of them and 
let them go. Meantime the other workers returned to the mission and told how the workers had been arrested 
and they all went to the altar and prayed and arose praising God; and soon in walked the ones who had been 
arrested. We are ready not only to go to prison, but to give our lives for Jesus. 

This is exactly what happened when the Church prayed for Peter. This also reminds me of Paul and Silas who 
after being flogged and imprisoned had the Gift of Faith to worship God and see His supernatural protection.  

Acts 16:23-26 says; “23 And when they had laid many stripes on them, they threw them into prison, 
commanding the jailer to keep them securely. 24 Having received such a charge, he put them into the inner 
prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. 25 But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns 
to God, and the prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the 
foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone’s chains were 
loosed.” 

All the prisoners were released, not just Paul and Silas. Just like Peter, they felt the blood running from their 
bodies as they had been beaten with rods and whipped, they felt the excruciating pain of their feet in iron stocks, 
they saw the pain in each others faces not knowing if they’d come out alive; but God saw the earthquake, He 
saw the prison shaken, He saw the chains fall off all in the prison and He saw the doors fling open. They saw 
one thing but God saw another through the Gift of Faith in them. Their worship activated faith, taking their eyes 
off of themselves and onto the power of their heavenly Father. 

The apostle Paul received extreme persecution prior to his death, but also experienced by the Gift of Faith 
God’s hand of supernatural protection that delivered him out of many situations that could have led to death 
before his time, an untimely death. 

The Gift of Faith for protection does not mean that Christians are not going to experience any persecution, but 
what it does guarantee is we will not die before our time, but will fulfill our call of service to the Supreme 
Lordship of Christ, and this is why the Apostles were protected and delivered in times of extreme persecution. 

ASUZA PAPERS says the following testimony about God’s protection;  
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“A couple of weeks ago, they arrested us for disturbing the peace while holding a street meeting. We praised 
the Lord and the marshal and his deputies put their hands over our mouths and choked us quite severely 
without avail. One brother was handcuffed. We had trial by jury and took no counsel but the Lord. We pled the 
case and the Lord was with us. The court was full of people. During the trial, we all broke out in the unknown 
language and made quite a commotion in the court. We were then threatened by the court at the suggestion of 
the city attorney, to fine or imprisonment for contempt of court, if we attempted it again. The trial went on, and 
the attorney made his plea, and we made answer in the name of the Lord. The court and jury were moved to 
tears. The city attorney then got up and spoke evil of us, saying that we had those tongues all fixed up to suit 
ourselves and that we all knew just when to break out, calling the attention of the court to the fact of how quiet 
we had all kept since we were threatened by the court for contempt, as evidence that we were afraid to do it 
again. He had scarcely got the words out of his mouth before the Lord gave him a heavy rebuke in unknown 
tongues. He was so confounded and confused that he could say no more and sat down. The jury went out and 
stayed from 3 p.m. to 11:30 and disagreed and were discharged. Another trial was set for November 23rd, by 
the city attorney. Since that time, he has lost his position. Another judge has been elected. The case was 
dropped. We are continuing to hold meetings and the Lord is blessing, saving, sanctifying and baptizing with 
the Holy Ghost giving new tongues. - A Worker” 

These Christians used Jesus as their attorney, He was their advocate. The Lord will replace attorney’s and 
judges, He’ll pull people out and put people in to watch over His church, but it’s by the Gift of Faith that’s in 
operation for protection. Faith moves the hand of God as it did with these at Azusa Street. 

Let’s look at how Paul suffered for Christ, and see the supernatural Gift of Faith for protection that obviously 
kept him from an untimely death and kept him alive to fulfill his call as an apostle. 

2 Corinthians 11:22-33 says; “22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they the seed of 
Abraham? So am I. 23 Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—I am more: in labors more 
abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often. 24 From the Jews five times I 
received forty stripes minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was 
shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26 in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of 
robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the 
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27 in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness 
often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness— 28 besides the other things, what comes 
upon me daily: my deep concern for all the churches. 29 Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to 
stumble, and I do not burn with indignation? 30 If I must boast, I will boast in the things which concern 
my [a]infirmity. 31 The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is blessed forever, knows that I am not 
lying. 32 In Damascus the governor, under Aretas the king, was guarding the city of the Damascenes with a 
garrison, desiring to arrest me; 33 but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and escaped 
from his hands.” 

In the natural, you would probably say that it doesn’t look like Paul had the Gift of Faith for protection because 
of all the suffering, but when you study the life of Paul it’s very clear that the Gift of faith for protection was in 
operation which kept him from untimely death. With all he experienced, he should have been dead numerous 
times, but he was protected by the Gift of Faith which he had that drove him on to continue to preach, teach, 
build the Church…he was motivated by faith. 
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Paul sums up his sufferings here in 2 Corinthians 4:7-18; “7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that 
the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. 8 We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not 
crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed—
 10 always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested 
in our body. 11 For we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may be 
manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So then death is working in us, but life in you. 13 And since we have the same 
spirit of faith, according to what is written, “I believed and therefore I spoke,” we also believe and therefore 
speak, 14 knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with Jesus, and will 
present us with you. 15 For all things are for your sakes, that grace, having spread through the many, may 
cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God. 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward 
man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. 17 For our light affliction, which is but for a 
moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 18 while we do not look at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but 
the things which are not seen are eternal.” 

Paul had his eyes set on the eternal, not the natural. The Gift of Faith in operation for protection, provision and 
the healing of his body.  

So, a good question to ask yourself today is, are you operating in the Gift of Faith for protection when the 
supremacy of Christ in your life is being challenged to bow your knee to the governing authorities’ 
unconstitutional mandates that violate your Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms? If the Old Testament 
Saints mentioned in Hebrews 11 refused to give up the supremacy of God in their lives, how much more should 
we as Christians with the power of the Holy Spirit, be able make Jesus the Supreme Lord and Saviour over our 
lives and excel in the Gift of Faith for provision, healing and protection of our body’s and fulfil the call of God 
on our lives and not die an untimely death. 

You have to chose who you’re going to serve today. They may threaten to throw you into a fiery furnace, so 
what are you going to do? Will you bow your knee and cave or not? This is more than about governmental 
rights and freedoms, it’s about your relationship with the Lord Jesus and standing up for Him. We know our 
corrupt political leaders in the Western world would like to change the constitutional rights that you have and 
are they are making every attempt to do that, but this is not about that. It’s about continuing in the Gift of Faith 
for provision, protection and healing on your life and making Him Lord – Supreme. That’s why persecution 
comes, it’s because of Christ’s supremacy in Christian’s lives. In persecution, you see the natural around you; 
the unvoluntary shift of vocation, the decrease of wages, the exclusion by family and friends all because of the 
Gospel; but Jesus sees another vision for you and you must lay hold of that through the Gift of Faith. 

So like the saints of the Old Testament and the apostles of the New Testament, who had to walk the walk and 
say, ‘no’ to bowing down to ungodly authorities, we do the same. They continued to submit to the Lordship and 
supremacy of Christ Jesus and to speak, teach and preach about Him, to lay hands on the sick to see them 
healed. So we look to look to Jehovah Jireh as our provider, as our deliverer and our healer. 

Is Jesus Lord and Saviour of your life today? One day, every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord. From every political leader to the humblest person throughout eternity, everyone will 
confess that He is Lord to the glory of God the Father…it’s whether or not Jesus is their personal Lord is the 
question.  
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It’s ok to say, ‘no’ when you’re being coerced into bowing the knee to ungodly demands, it’s okay to walk by 
faith and not by sight, it’s okay when persecuted to continue to build God’s church when spoken evil of, it’s 
okay to keep trusting Him for provision, protection and healing for your body and mind when you’re afflicted 
and persecuted.  Jesus said that He’d build the Church and the gates of hell would not prevail against it, but it’s 
up to you to not bow the knee.  

It’s up to you, Christian, to live out your Christian walk in the world; it’s up to you, Christian, to say to those 
employers that want you to work on Sunday, ‘no’, that’s the Lord’s Day; anything that gets in the way of the 
supremacy of Christ in your life you have to say no to. Say no to what you listen to, to what you watch, say no 
to help anyone build this or that that has any form of idolatry that takes the supremacy of Christ out of your life. 
There has to be a personal examination of your life as to where you’ve allowed the world to get in and rule and 
reign over the supremacy of Christ in your life. Any area of compromise must go so that the supremacy of 
Christ rules in your life if you want to stand in these end times. His Lordship has to be number one, there can’t 
be any place where Jesus is number two. There cannot be any duality, your yes has to be yes and your no has to 
be no. Stand up for building His Church, for the preaching of the gospel, for the life of righteousness. 


