Prayer Meeting - Praying In The Holy Spirit; Tongues – July 7th, 2024

As we read in the following verse, the last days are in full swing. What Jude wrote concerning the last days is happening around the world, 24/7, at an accelerated pace. That’s why the church needs and must pray like never before. Prayer for the church, the body of Christ is on Jesus’ mind, front and centre, in fact it says that He is making intercession for us, the church, His children, day in and day out. Why does the church need prayer? To be able to stand against the onslaught of the devil. Yes we pray that the lost be saved, but we must pray for the saints so that they’ll be able to not bow in the midst of persecution. We’ve been preaching on the series, Foxe’s Book of Martyr’s for a few months and what’s very clear is that the early church knew how to pray for their brothers and sisters in Christ. That’s what we need to do with the fervour of the Holy Spirit today.

[bookmark: en-AMP-30692][bookmark: en-AMP-30693][bookmark: en-AMP-30694][bookmark: en-AMP-30695]Jude 1:17-21 in the Amplified Bible says the following; “17 But as for you, beloved, remember the [prophetic] words spoken by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ. 18 They used to say to you, “In the last days there will be scoffers, following after their own ungodly passions.” 19 These are the ones who are [agitators] causing divisions—worldly-minded [secular, unspiritual, carnal, merely sensual—unsaved], devoid of the Spirit. 20 But you, beloved, build yourselves up on [the foundation of] your most holy faith [continually progress, rise like an edifice higher and higher], pray in the Holy Spirit, 21 and keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting anxiously and looking forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ [which will bring you] to eternal life.”

[bookmark: en-AMP-28144][bookmark: en-AMP-28145]Romans 8:26-28 also says; “26 In the same way the Spirit [comes to us and] helps us in our weakness. We do not know what prayer to offer or how to offer it as we should, but the Spirit Himself [knows our need and at the right time] intercedes on our behalf with sighs and groanings too deep for words. 27 And He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because the Spirit intercedes [before God] on behalf of [a]God’s people in accordance with God’s will. 28 And we know [with great confidence] that God [who is deeply concerned about us] causes all things to work together [as a plan] for good for those who love God, to those who are called according to His plan and purpose.”

There are times when the Holy Spirit will have you intercede, (pray) in tongues, without any understanding of your prayers, and it is the Holy Spirit praying on behalf of the Church body, who is the restraining force on earth that hinders Satan from taking it over. So, spirit filled Christian, your job is to pray in tongues for the body of Christ. Jesus is coming back, but in the mean time you are to intercede for the church, so that means that there might need to be a shift in your prayer life to make it a priority. The groanings are of the Spirit – tongues – not the language you speak as your first tongue or even other languages that you’ve learned or know. 

When we pray with our natural, rational understanding for someone, we lean to our own understanding of that person because we know them, their life, challenges, family, trials etc., that’s why it’s of utmost importance to allow the Holy Spirit to pray beyond what we intellectually know about them and get us into the Spirit where He prays God’s perfect will.

If a Christian rejects the baptism of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues, their intercession is made in their own understanding, and this is why their prayers become repetitive, and are often full of rational and reasoning that involves more self-will to be done rather than God’s will be done. It’s very understandable why the devil has gone out of his way to convince Christians that the baptism of the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues was only for the establishment of the early Church and is not for Christians today. 

Ephesians 6:18-19 says; “18 With all prayer and petition pray [with specific requests] at all times [on every occasion and in every season] in the Spirit, and with this in view, stay alert with all perseverance and petition [interceding in prayer] for all [e]God’s people.”

It’s very important for Christians that speak in tongues to allow the Holy Spirit to pray thru them in tongues the will of the Father for the Church body of believers, and we know that Jesus is at the right hand of the Father making intercession on our behalf, so regardless of whether a Christian understands what they are praying, Jesus understands and that’s all that matters. Jesus understands your tongues, He understands what the Holy Spirit praying through you in communication to Him. It’s not you interceding but the Holy Spirit, He’s using your tongue as the vessel or instrument to pray God’s perfect will for His children.

We’d encourage you when you pray for someone, lift them up by name and then say, Holy Spirit pray through me God’s perfect will for that person. As you then pray in tongues, He may give you specific understanding as to what to pray with your understanding, then you pray as He leads you. You’ll be so blessed to see how praying like this brings breakthrough in your time of prayer and breakthrough for the person you’re praying for.

To read more on the subject, here is a link to Message 15 – Intercession for the Saints from the Message Series; 21 Reasons Why Christians Should Speak in Tongues. The whole message series with worth reading, studying and applying to your life.

Read the prophecy from Sunday’s Service.
