
Switching from Somfy RTS to Somfy Zigbee motors oƯers many benefits, particularly when it comes 
to integration, control, and scalability. Here's a detailed look at the advantages: 

1. Seamless Integration with Smart Home and Automation Systems 

 Zigbee Compatibility with Leading Home Automation Platforms: Somfy Zigbee motors 
are highly compatible with popular home automation systems like Crestron, Control4, and 
SmartThings. This makes it easier to integrate Zigbee-controlled shades into larger, 
professionally managed home automation ecosystems. 

 RTS Limitations: RTS requires multiple bridges (e.g., Somfy TaHoma) to connect to these 
platforms, which can add complexity and limit integration features, especially with 
advanced systems seeking feedback. 

2. Two-Way Communication for Enhanced Control 

 Zigbee Feedback: Zigbee supports two-way communication, allowing you to receive real-
time feedback on the status and position of each shade or blind. This is particularly 
valuable for integration with Crestron, as it allows users to check if commands have been 
executed and to monitor shade positioning through Crestron interfaces. 

 RTS One-Way Communication: RTS lacks this feedback capability, meaning it cannot 
confirm if a command has been completed, which may limit integration quality with 
sophisticated automation systems like Crestron. 

3. Reliability and Extended Range Through a Mesh Network 

 Zigbee Mesh Network:  

o Wired Zigbee Motors: These can act as repeaters, enhancing the mesh network by 
strengthening and expanding the signal range for other Zigbee devices. 

o Battery-Powered Zigbee Motors: These will not function as repeaters, meaning 
they won’t extend network coverage or relay signals to other devices. However, they 
will still benefit from the network created by nearby wired devices. 

o For users with battery-powered Zigbee shades or blinds, it’s beneficial to have a few 
wired Zigbee devices (such as light switches Somfy Smart Plugs or outlets) in the 
same area to establish a strong and reliable network. 

 RTS Range Constraints: While RTS provides basic wireless control, it lacks the range-
boosting benefits of a mesh network, which can impact performance, especially in larger or 
more complex setups. 

4. Energy EƯiciency and Reduced Battery Replacement 

 Lower Power Consumption with Zigbee: Zigbee motors are designed to be energy-
eƯicient, making them ideal for battery-operated shades and blinds. This results in less 
frequent battery replacements, which is especially advantageous in setups where many 
shades are integrated with a larger automation system. 



 RTS Power Needs: RTS devices generally consume more energy, requiring more frequent 
battery changes. 

5. Sophisticated Scheduling and Automation Options 

 Smart Scheduling with Zigbee: Through integration with automation hubs and platforms 
like Crestron, Zigbee motors can be set up with advanced schedules and automation 
triggers. For example, shades can respond to conditions like time of day, temperature, or 
sunlight levels. 

 Basic Scheduling with RTS: While RTS allows for some scheduling, it lacks the advanced 
automation capabilities available with Zigbee integrations, limiting its use in highly 
automated homes. 

6. Scalability and Future-Proofing 

 Zigbee's Open Protocol: Zigbee is an industry-standard protocol, making it compatible 
with a wide array of devices beyond Somfy, including lighting, security, and HVAC controls. 
This compatibility ensures a more scalable and future-proof setup. 

 RTS's Limited Ecosystem: RTS is proprietary, which limits device compatibility. Adding new 
devices can be challenging, especially if looking to incorporate non-Somfy products into a 
larger Automation system (Crestron, Control4, etc.). 

7. Enhanced Automation and Customization with Crestron 

 Deeper Integration and Customization: With Zigbee motors, Automation Integrators can 
create more customized, synchronized scenes involving multiple devices, such as 
coordinating shades with lighting, temperature, and audiovisual controls. For example, a 
“Good Morning” scene might raise the shades, adjust the lighting, and activate preferred 
music settings all in sync. 

 RTS Customization Limits: RTS motors have more limited integration with Crestron and 
other high-end automation systems, making it challenging to create such cohesive and 
synchronized scenes. 

Summary 

Somfy Zigbee motors oƯer significant advantages over RTS when it comes to integration, especially 
with advanced home automation systems like Crestron, Control4, Savant, SmartThings, and more. 
Zigbee’s two-way communication, mesh network reliability, and compatibility with industry-
standard protocols make it the preferred choice for high-end smart homes, oƯering more 
sophisticated control, customization, and scalability for users looking to future-proof their 
automation systems. 

 

 


