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As EPIC’s second year ends, project manager Charlotte Withers reflects on our journey and achievements.
EPIC seeks to catalyse positive change in how epistemic injustice (EI) is understood and addressed within healthcare. The project tackles four key challenges: the understudied forms of EI in healthcare; the need for detailed empirical study of EI cases in healthcare and for empirical testing and validation of the concept; the lack of research on how EI could be ameliorated; and the need to integrate the conceptual resources of EI into wider discourses about healthcare.

Second Year Highlights
- Intensive work on our seven case studies, including research on silence in bipolar disorder, epistemic injustice in dementia care, selective immunisation policy, young people with psychosis, people with paranoia, loneliness in historical context and disease in later life. Individual case study details are available on our website and results from the studies are beginning to emerge and be shared.
- Advancing project goals internationally across institutions and disciplines, with a focus on collaborations and sharing EPIC research. The EPIC team works closely with Italian partners in the Universities of Bologna and Ferrara, where focus is on age-related case studies. These cases allow EPIC to examine epistemic injustice not only in acute care or psychiatric settings, but also in chronic, degenerative, age-related conditions - broadening the project’s scope.
- Key publications in The Lancet. Philosophy of Medicine, Philosophical Psychology, and World Psychiatry.
- Further developing an engaged and inclusive community of scholars, professionals, and stakeholders. In particular, nourishing relationships with the Patient Association, the CQC, the WHO, and international researchers. 
- Increasing our reach via a strong online presence to share research and resources widely. The EPIC blog has had over 90,000 unique views and the website holds a range of public engagement outputs including animated explainers produced with partners such as the Voice Collective.
Here are our central activities in more detail:
Recent Publications
· Bortolotti, Agential Epistemic Injustice in Clinical Interactions Is Bad for Medicine, Philosophy of Medicine (2025).
· Broome, Carel & Kidd, Phenomenology, Delusions and Justice, World Psychiatry (2024).
· Carel, H., “A Taste of Your Own Medicine: The Experience of a Transplant,” The Lancet (2025).
· Degerman, Silence as Epistemic Agency in Mania, Medicine, Health Care and Philosophy (2025).
· Russell, Prescriptive Selves and Self-Illness Ambiguity, Synthese (2025).
· General readership outputs include articles in Psychology Today, The Conversation, and a range of blogs and podcasts. 

Policy outputs
- Policy Briefing 171 ‘Raise Awareness of Epistemic Injustice to Improve Healthcare in England’ (Mar 2025) 
- Written evidence to the Community Mental Health Services Inquiry (Feb 2025). 
- ‘The Epistemic Determinants of Health’ for the WHO’s regional office for Europe’s behavioural and cultural insights hub (October 2025).

           Fostering Collaborations
- International Partnerships: Work with the Universities of Ferrara and Bologna has expanded during work on the case studies; Bristol hosted visiting researcher Elisabeth Langmann; Michael Bresalier undertook a research visit to Canada; and members of the team delivered talks across Europe, Japan, and the US. 


Building Community
Creating a thriving community has been central to EPIC’s success.
- Seminar Series: EPIC’s monthly online seminars featured contributions from leading external scholars.
- Online Engagement: New website sections, regular blog posts, and newsletters expanded our reach; website traffic and blog readership have continued to grow.
- Videos: Accessible resources included Unusual Experiences and Beliefs (Webinar, 2025), and animated explainers such as The Fawn and the Mountain Lion and The Wolf, the Snake and the Butterfly.
- Social Media Presence: Active campaigns included World Mental Health Day and Women in Philosophy. An International Women’s Day blog featured reflections from EPIC’s women members on credibility deficits and their contributions, while the Women in Philosophy post showed how women’s perspectives challenge stereotypes and expand the discipline’s scope.


Academic Presentations and Outreach
EPIC members have presented their work internationally at major conferences and invited lectures. Highlights include:
- Lisa Bortolotti: Keynotes at Agency, Mental Health and Responsibility (Uppsala, Jan 2025) and Mind and Cognition (Milan, Mar 2025).
- Havi Carel: keynotes at Transatlantic Ethics Workshop (Montreal, May 2025), Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh (Edinburgh, Jan 2025), Merleau-Ponty Circle (Maine, Sep 2025).
- Sheelagh McGuinness: Law’s Role in Shaping and Responding to Disability and Motherhood (Reading, Mar 2025).
- Fred Cooper: Shame, Loneliness, and Epistemic Injustice (Shame and Medicine Seminar, Exeter Nov 2024).
- Ian James Kidd: Workshops on medical silencing (Ghent, Jun 2025) and experiential knowledge in mental health care (Radboud, Jun 2025).
- Ellie Byrne & Alice Monypenny: Decolonisation, Reflexivity & Epistemic Injustice in Mental Health & Therapeutic Arts (Derby, Jun 2025).
Outreach included workshops with the Voice Collective, co-produced resources, and collaboration with the Patients Association and the WHO Behavioural and Cultural Insights Hub.


EPIC Events
EPIC’s second year featured several events:
- Understanding Oneself Through Others: EI in Healthcare × Distributed Cognition (Birmingham, Sept 2024).
- Philosophy and Mental Health Webinar (Mar 2025).
- Mental Health, Methodology and Hermeneutical Injustice Seminar (Nottingham, Apr 2025).
- Early Career Women in Philosophy on Epistemic Injustice Symposium (Birmingham, Jul 2025).


Looking Ahead
Looking ahead to 2025/26, we are excited to:
- Hold the EPIC Summer School for early-career researchers and practitioners.
- Host events such as the Likeability Conference and a Silence event in collaboration with St George’s Bristol.
- Welcome international visitors including Dr Anna Luise Kirkengen (June 2026) and Dr Rageshri Dhairyawan (Feb 2026).

