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From The President . . . . .

Schedule of Events

The holidays are upon
us. Most of us have much
to be thankful for. We
are not in the major fire
areas in our state at this
time. Some of our family
members and friends have
been affected in some
way or other. We have all
been cautioned to avoid
breathing the smoke filled air. That would include
our pets as well.

November 7		 - Board Meeting
November 14 - Business Meeting
November 21 - Dark
November 22 - Thanksgiving
November 28 - Maureen Wright - Respite Inn
December 5		 - Board Meeting
December 12 - Business Meeting
December 19 - Christmas Party - Secret Pal Gift
Merry Christmas - Happy New Year
January 2			 - Board Meeting
January 8			 - Human Trafficking Proclamation
			 City of Concord Council Meeting
January 9			 - Business Meeting
January 16		 - Pat Eileen Fisher - Japan Convent.
January 23		 - Stacy Appel - Caring Hands

Thanksgiving is over, it is time for major
shopping trips and planning for holiday guests and
entertaining. This time of the year can be stressful
as well as full of joy. There is not enough time to meet our deadlines, or we can’t figure out what to give as the
perfect gifts for the special people in our lives. Don’t forget that a lot of people really appreciate handmade
Continued on page 5

SIDV board members presented Food Boxes
and a final check from the Phantom Tea.
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SIDV gave the 1st
check to Sandra
Scherer, E.D. of
the Monument
Crisis Center at the
November Board
Meeting. The 2nd
check along with
Food Boxes for the
Holidays was given
at the December
Board Meeting.
The Phantom Tea in
Memory of Ginger
raised $5,118.00 to
help families for the
holidays.

Respite Inn Presentation

In Memory
of
Ginger Marsh

Maureen Wright, Executive Director of the Respite
Inn, spoke to club on November 28, 2018, to update
club members on all the news. President-elect, Karen,
presented a $300.00 check. Maureen tells us our
donation will go towards the purchase of activities
that are specifically designed for individuals who have
autism and also individuals who have cerebral palsy.

We remembered the many things we
were Thankful for and gave a total of
$5,113.00
To the Monument Crisis Center
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October Programs
Dona Gaddis Wolf spoke on October 17, 2018, about her trip to
the United Nations in New York City. From March 12 to March 23
the 62nd session of the Commission on the Status of Women met.
They approved a set of Agreed Conclusions aimed at accelerating
gender equality and the empowerment of rural women and girls, as
well as resolutions on assistance to Palestinian women, the release
of women and children hostages and the impact of HIV/AIDS on
women and the girl child. Dona shared about the process of being
a delegate and the history of how Soroptimist attained the highest
status of NGO which we have held since 1981.
On October 24, 2018, Kathy Woofter spoke on Fire Safety in
Contra Costa County. It was a very timely talk with the fires in
both Northern and Southern California. Kathy covered safety
within the home as well as defensible space outside the home. She
also answered members questions about how to get out of a two
story house and having an escape plan as well as having a place
where family members can meet to stay together.

Above:
Dona Gaddis-Wolf
At Left:
Mary Ann Van
Buren, Gloria Utley,
Governor Sylvia
Crafton, Jo Harlow
and Karen Jameson

SIDV club members went to the District I and II meeting held at Lone Tree Golf and Event Center in Antioch
on October 20, 2018. F.R. Governor, Sylvia Crafton presented her message “Empowering Change” and
highlighted the strategic goals of Program, Membership, Public Awareness, Fundraising and added a fifth Future. October 1-3, 2021 will be Soroptimist 100th Anniversary Celebration. The theme will be “Bright Past
- Brilliant Future”. It will be held at the Fairmont in San Francisco.
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Club Member Carlyn Obringer Becomes Concord Mayor

O

n December 4, 2018, Carlyn was unanimously elected Mayor of
the City of Concord by the City Council. The Condord Pioneer
printed her first message as Mayor. Following are excerpts from her
message.
“It was with great pride that I accepted the gavel and the title
of Mayor of the City of Concord, Thank you to my city council
colleagues and thank you to the people of Concord who elected me to
the city council in 2016 in the first place.
What an exciting time to be a Concordian and to serve in leadership
here in the city. Yes, we share challenges faced by cities across the
Bay Area including homelessness, the condition of our roads, the need
to create more living wage jobs in our city, and the need to revilaliaze
our aging shopping centers, to name a few. At the same time, Concord
is blessed with a growing medical manufacturing industry, the
popularity of the new Veranda shopping center, our blossoming gem
of a downtown, our vibrant and diverse Monument Community, and
the unrivaled opportunities possible with the redevelopment of the
former Concord Naval Weapons Station.”

Carlyn outlined several initiatives she is looking
forward to introducing in the coming year.
1. Related to the Concord Naval Weapons Station
(CNWS), She has a goal to establishing a four-year
public university at the site. Progress has been made
toward achieving that goal by establishing a 120-acre
campus district within the draft of the CNW Specific
Plan and a 16 member Blue Ribbon Committee (BRC)
is working on a campus visioning process. She is
looking forward to continuing to spearhead the efforts as
chair of the BRC. They hope to bring recommendations
to the full council in the spring of 2019.
2. The second initiative relates to districts. She proposes
to annually hold one town hall meeting in each district,
with all council members invited to participate. She
hopes this will give the council a better understanding of
district-specific needs as well as common needs across
all districts.
3. Building a sense of community. Neighborhood
meetings and community cleanup are events designed
to build positive relationships and a sense of place,
creating a sense of pride in being a Concordian. She
plans to institute an annual Community Service Day/
Community Service Month where Concordians are
invited to participate in a community service project in
each of Concord’s five districts.

4. Finally, Carlyn plans to be accessible to the people
and beginning in January she will hold open office hours
from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. each Friday morning. Also
once a month she will hold “Coffee with the Mayor” or
“Beer with the Mayor” at a Concord establishment to
highlight a local business. This will allow people a way
to connect with their mayor in a more formal or less
formal setting.
“In this new role, I will continue to strive each day to
serve the people of Concord to the best of my ability.”
Congratulations, Carlyn! We are very proud of your
service to our community and value your continued
efforts to include membership in our Soroptimist club in
your busy schedule. Together we can make a difference.
Carlyn can be reached at
Carlyn.Obringer@cityofconcord.org
Mayor’s Office: 1950 Parkside Drive, Concord, CA
94520
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From The President (continued)
gifts created by you. It not only comes from your heart,
but the time and effort you put into the finished item(s)
show how much you care.
Don’t forget the less fortunate. Most Soroptimist clubs
give items and food to special groups that they work
with throughout the year. For SI Diablo Vista, we
support Monument Crisis Center by donating funds to
help others through the holidays as well as provide food
boxes to provide holiday meals for those less fortunate.
With the weather now getting colder at night, it is now
time to put away your fair weather clothing and bring
out your winter wardrobes. Several groups collect
gently used coats and jackets during this time of the
year.
Roast Turkey, with all of the fixings and side dishes is a
wonderful way to celebrate. We all have family favorite
dishes for the holidays. Preparing the food is a great way
to bond with family members and friends. Be creative
and delegate. Some people help serve celebratory
dinners to those less fortunate. However you choose to
spend your holidays I wish it will be merry and bright.
				Gloria
Striving for Soroptimist Dreams Through Awareness

Don’t Forget Your Secret Pal!

November Birthdays!
Flower: Chrysanthemum
Birthstone: Topaz
November 13 - Jay-Marie Garcia

Our Mission is to improve the lives of women and girls through programs leading to social and economic empowerment.
Vision — Women and girls have the resources and opportunities to reach their full potential and live their dreams.
Core Values — Soroptimist International of the Americas is committed to:
• Gender Equality: Women and girls live free from discrimination.
• Empowerment: Women and girls are free to act in their own best interest.
• Education: Women and girls deserve to lead full and productive lives through access to education.
• Diversity & Fellowship: Women from varied backgrounds and perspectives work together to improve 		
the lives of women and girls.

www.sidiablovista.org

