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2024 Immunization Champion Award
The Immunization Champion Award, hosted by the 
Association of Immunization Managers (AIM) and funded by 
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), recognizes individuals 
doing an exemplary job or going above and beyond to 
promote or foster immunizations in their communities for 
children and adults. Each awardee was nominated and 
selected from a pool of health professionals, community 
advocates, and other immunization leaders for significantly 
contributing to public health in their community.

 https://www.immunizationmanagers.org/about-aim/awards/champion-awards/

https://www.immunizationmanagers.org/about-aim/awards/champion-awards/


2024 NC Immunization Champion
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Presentation Agenda

Influenza H5N1

COVID-19 RSV

Pneumococcal 
Disease Pertussis
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• Emergency Department Surveillance with NC DETECT
• Hospital-based Surveillance with Public Health Epidemiologists (PHEs)
• Influenza-like Illness Network (ILINet)
• North Carolina State Laboratory of Public Health (SLPH)
• Respiratory Virus Hospitalization Surveillance Network (RESP-NET)
• Adult and Pediatric Influenza-associated Deaths
• Wastewater Monitoring

https://epi.dph.ncdhhs.gov/cd/flu/figures/flu2324.pdf
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Influenza Surveillance
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https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard/respiratory-virus-surveillance
https://epi.dph.ncdhhs.gov/cd/flu/figures/flu2324.pdf

20

https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard/respiratory-virus-surveillance
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https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard
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https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard/respiratory-virus-surveillance
https://epi.dph.ncdhhs.gov/cd/flu/figures/flu2324.pdf
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https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard/respiratory-virus-surveillance
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https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard/respiratory-virus-surveillance
https://epi.dph.ncdhhs.gov/cd/flu/figures/flu2324.pdf
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https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard/respiratory-virus-surveillance
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https://www.cdc.gov/resp-net/dashboard/index.html
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https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard/respiratory-virus-surveillance
https://epi.dph.ncdhhs.gov/cd/flu/figures/flu2324.pdf
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https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/ncwmnflursv-report/download?attachment
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• Routine annual influenza vaccination is recommended for all persons aged ≥6 months 
who do not have contraindications.

• All influenza vaccines this season are trivalent (three-component) vaccines, designed to 
protect against three main of Type A and B influenza viruses, including an influenza 
A(H1N1) virus, an influenza A(H3N2) virus, and one influenza B Victoria Lineage virus.

• The influenza vaccines this season are trivalent rather than quadrivalent because there 
have been no confirmed detections of influenza B/Yamagata viruses in global influenza 
surveillance since March 2020

• Three flu vaccine are preferentially recommended for people 65 years and older. These 
are Fluzone High-Dose Trivalent inactivated flu vaccine, Flublok Trivalent recombinant flu 
vaccine, and Fluad Trivalent adjuvanted inactivated flu vaccine.

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/media/pdfs/2024/08/acip-2024-25-summary-of-recommendations.pdf
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Seasonal Influenza Vaccine

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/vaccine-types/flu-zone.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/vaccine-types/flublok-vaccine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/vaccine-types/flublok-vaccine.html
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/vaccine-types/adjuvant.html
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https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-summary/index.html, 
https://www.ncagr.gov/divisions/veterinary/AvianInfluenza 
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H5N1 Summary
United States North Carolina

Wild birds detected 10,466 321
Poultry affected 100,781,821 534,922
Dairy herd affected 446 1
States with poultry 
outbreaks

48 (1,178 reported outbreaks) 19 - No ongoing outbreaks

States with outbreaks in 
dairy cows

15 No ongoing 
outbreak/detection

Human cases 47 0
Human case exposures Poultry=21

Dairy cows=25
No immediately known animal 
exposure=1

https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/situation-summary/index.html
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• CDC estimates that the current risk to 
the general public is low

• Risk factors that can increase risk 
include:
− Exposure to infected animals or animal 

products
• Occupational exposures

• Dairy farm workers
• Poultry workers
• Processing plant workers

• Recreational exposures
• Hunters
• Wildlife rehab volunteers

− Close contact with infected person

https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/hcp/case-definition/index.html

29

H5N1

https://www.cdc.gov/bird-flu/hcp/case-definition/index.html
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• Seasonal influenza vaccination is recommended for all adults
• May help prevent co-infection with novel and seasonal influenzas 
−Important to ensure farmworkers have access to seasonal flu 

vaccines

https://flu.ncdhhs.gov/HPAI/index.htm

30

Seasonal Influenza Vaccine
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• Emergency Department Surveillance with NC DETECT
• Hospital-based Surveillance with Public Health Epidemiologists (PHEs)
• Respiratory Virus Hospitalization Surveillance Network (RESP-NET)
• Variant Monitoring
• Wastewater Monitoring

31

COVID-19 Surveillance



NCDHHS, Epidemiology Division | November 12, 2024

https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard/respiratory-virus-surveillance
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https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard/respiratory-virus-surveillance
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https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard
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• COVID-19 vaccination is recommended for everyone ages 6 months 
and older 

• Routine COVID-19 vaccination
• Children ages 6 months–4 years 

• Unvaccinated: Should receive a multidose initial series with a 
2024–2025 mRNA vaccine

• Previously completed an initial series: Should receive 1 dose 
of a 2024–2025 mRNA vaccine from the same manufacturer as 
the initial series

• People ages 5–64 years: Should receive 1 dose of an age-
appropriate 2024–2025 COVID-19 vaccine

• People ages 65 years and older: Should receive 2 doses of any 
2024–2025 COVID-19 vaccine, spaced 6 months (minimum 
interval 2 months) apart

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html#covid-vaccines

36

COVID-19 Vaccine
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• Emergency Department Surveillance with NC DETECT
• Hospital-based Surveillance with Public Health Epidemiologists (PHEs)
• Respiratory Virus Hospitalization Surveillance Network (RESP-NET)
• Wastewater Monitoring
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RSV Surveillance
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Data from NC DETECT

38

Percentage of RSV-like Emergency Department Visits
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https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard
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https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard/respiratory-virus-surveillance
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https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/ncwmnflursv-report/download?attachment
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https://www.cdc.gov/rsv/hcp/vaccine-clinical-guidance/index.html

42

RSV Vaccine Products
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• Streptococcus pneumoniae (pneumococcus) is a gram-positive bacterium 
that can cause many clinical syndromes including pneumonia, bacteremia, 
and meningitis. 

• Pneumococcal meningitis is the only form of invasive disease that is 
reportable in North Carolina.

• Like other invasive bacterial diseases, pneumococcal meningitis cases have 
been increasing in the years following the COVID-19 pandemic.

• 60 reported cases in 2024, as of November 5, 2024.
• North Carolina has had one reported outbreak of pneumococcal disease in 

2024 to date. 

43

Pneumococcal Disease
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*Rate per 100,000 North Carolinians
https://epi.dph.ncdhhs.gov/cd/figures/Final_VPD_Report.pdf?ver=1.2
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North Carolina 20-year pneumococcal trend, 2004-2023
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Note: Data in the gray is subject to change as case investigations are still ongoing; data as of 11/5/2024

45

Pneumococcal cases by symptom onset week, 2024
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Note: Data subject to change as case investigations are ongoing. Data as of November 5 , 2024.
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Number of pneumococcal cases by county so far in 2024 
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• CDC recommends pneumococcal vaccination for children younger than 5 
years and adults 50 years or older.

• CDC also recommends pneumococcal vaccination for children and adults at 
increased risk for pneumococcal disease.

• PneumoRecs VaxAdvisor app with mobile and web versions that are free to 
use 

https://www.cdc.gov/pneumococcal/hcp/vaccine-recommendations/app.html
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Pneumococcal Vaccine Recommendations
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https://www.cdc.gov/pneumococcal/downloads/Vaccine-Timing-Adults-JobAid.pdf
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• Pertussis was at an all-time high in 2014 and saw a large drop during 
COVID-19, as did other respiratory diseases. 

• Although numbers stayed low through 2023, we are seeing large increases 
in 2024 in North Carolina and nationally

• 567 cases reported in 2024, as of November 5, 2024.
• So far in 2024, there have been 11 reported outbreaks, including two 

community-wide outbreaks.
• Highest incidence in infants 48.9 per 100,000. This is 2.3x higher than 

children ages 1 to 4 (21.2 per 100,000).
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Pertussis (Whooping Cough)
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*Rate per 100,000 North Carolinians
https://epi.dph.ncdhhs.gov/cd/figures/Final_VPD_Report.pdf?ver=1.2
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North Carolina 20-year pertussis trend, 2004-2023
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Note: Data in the gray is subject to change as case investigations are still ongoing; data as of 11/5/2024
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Pertussis ramped up in Spring 2024 and there have been a steady number of 
cases each week since
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Note: Data subject to change as case investigations are ongoing. Data as of November 5 , 2024.

52

Number of pertussis cases by county so far in 2024 
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• Only 50% of cases known to be up to date on pertussis containing vaccine
− 22% (N=127) Never vaccinated
− 11% (N=62) Vaccinated but not up to date
− 6% (N=33) Vaccinated but unknown if up to date
− 50% (N=283) Vaccinated and up to date
− 11% (N=62) Unknown

• Among infants, only 44% with known maternal Tdap
− 42% unknown
− 14% refused 

53

Pertussis Vaccine Coverage in Reported Cases
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• CDC recommends pertussis vaccines for infants and children, 
adolescents, and people who are pregnant.

• CDC also recommends a dose of pertussis vaccine for adults who 
didn't receive one either as an adolescent or adult.

https://www.cdc.gov/pertussis/hcp/vaccine-recommendations/index.html
https://epi.dph.ncdhhs.gov/cd/lhds/manuals/cd/pertussis/PertussisInfographic.pdf

Pertussis Vaccines

https://www.cdc.gov/pertussis/hcp/vaccine-recommendations/index.html


Questions?
RespiratorySurveillance@dhhs.nc.gov

Emma.Doran@dhhs.nc.gov

mailto:RespiratorySurveillance@dhhs.nc.gov
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COVID-19 Vaccine Update

• 651,819 Total COVID Doses Administered

Data from NCIR as of 11/04/2024

August                                               September                                            October  

COVID Cumulative Doses
By Week  and Month
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Influenza Vaccine Update

• 1,463,490 Total Flu Doses Administered 

Data from NCIR as of 11/04/2024

August                                               September                                            October  

Influenza Cumulative Doses
By Week  and Month
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RSV Vaccine Update

Arexvy, Abrysvo, mResvia Cumulative Doses
By Week Number and Month

• 82,433 Total RSV Doses Administered
− 21,106 (25.6%) Pediatric (Nirsevimab)
− 61,327 (74.4%)  Adult (Arexvy, Abryso, mResvia)

Nirsevimab Cumulative Doses
By Week Number and Month

Data from NCIR as of 11/04/2024

August                                                September                                           October  August                                                September                                           October  
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NC IMMUNIZATION 
BRANCH 

OCT 2024 ACIP AND SEASONAL 
RESPIRATORY VACCINE UPDATES

CANDY GRAHAM, RN, CPHN
NC IMMUNIZATION COALITION MEETING NOVEMBER 12, 2024



Agenda

• Overview of ACIP October 23-24, 2024 
meeting

• Overview of Seasonal Respiratory Vaccine 
Recommendations



October 23-24 Meeting 
Recommendations

ACIP approved the following recommendations by majority vote and 
they have been adopted by the CDC Director. They will be published 

in MMWR and reflected in CDC’s print and digital resources in the 
coming months.

• The guidance on this ACIP page and the package insert is all we have 
until the MMWR’s are published to give further details

• Recent ACIP Meeting Recommendations

https://www.cdc.gov/acip/vaccine-recommendations/index.html


Overview of discussion about 
Pneumococcal vaccines including PCV 21

• PCV21 was developed to target pneumococcal serotypes that commonly 
cause disease in adult

• It is not PCV20 + 1

• Manufacturer does not have plans to seek an indication for routine use 
in infants

• Manufacturer will seek indications for use in children 2-18 years with a 
risk condition



Discussion and Final Recommendations 
by the ACIP Work Group

• Future booster dose may be needed to avoid increased disease burden 
in older adults (models show uncertainty of waning immunity after 15 
years)

• Age based recommendations vs risk based recommendations

• The complexity of the current recommendations overall

• Economic impacts of cost of multiple brands being recommended

• Serotype coverage of PCV20 and PCV 21 are quite different



Pneumococcal Vaccines

ACIP recommends a pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV) for all PCV-
naïve adults aged ≥50 years

This recommendation was adopted by the CDC Director on October 
23, 2024 and is now official.



Resolution of Flu Vaccine for VFC 
purposes

The purpose of the resolution is to 

1. Update the inactivated Influenza Vaccine component of the resolution 
and to add options for vaccination of 18-year olds who are solid organ 
transplant recipients and

2. Update the links in the contraindications and precautions sections of 
both components of the resolution



24-25 Influenza Resolution

Persons aged 18 years should receive an age-appropriate influenza 
vaccine (i.e. one approved for their age), with the exception that solid 
organ transplant recipients on immunosuppressive medication regimens 
may receive high-dose inactivated influenza vaccine or adjuvanted 
inactivated influenza vaccine as acceptable options, without a preference 
over age-appropriate IIV3s.



COVID-19 Vaccine Recommendations

In addit ion to  previously  recommended 2024-2025 vaccinat ion:  

•ACIP recommends a  second dose*  of  2024-2025 COVID-19 for  adul ts  ages  65  years  and o lder

•ACIP recommends a  second dose** of  2024-2025 COVID-19 vacc ine  for  peop le  ages  6  months-64  years  who 
are  moderate ly  or  severe ly  immunocompromised

•ACIP recommends add i t iona l  doses  ( i .e . ,  3  or  more  doses)  of  2024-2025 COVID-19 vacc ine  for  peop le  ages  6  
months  and o lder  who are  moderate ly  or  severe ly  immunocompromised under  shared c l in i ca l  dec i s ion making

*I f  prev ious ly  unvacc inated and rece iv ing Novavax ,  2  doses  are  recommended as  in i t i a l  vacc inat ion ser ies  
fo l l owed by a  th i rd  dose  of  any age-appropr ia te  2024-2025 COVID-19 vacc ine  6  months  (min imum inte rva l  2  
months)  a f te r  second dose

**I f  prev ious ly  unvacc inated or  rece iv ing in i t i a l  vacc inat ion ser ies ,  a t  l east  2  doses  of  2024-2025 vacc ine  are  
recommended,  and depend ing on vacc inat ion h i s tory  more  may be  needed.  Thi s  add i t iona l  2024-2025 vacc ine  
dose  i s  recommended 6  months  (min imum inte rva l  2  months)  a f te r  comple t ion of  in i t i a l  vacc inat ion ser ies .

These recommendat ions were  adopted by the  CDC Director  on October  23,  2024 and are  now off ic ia l .



Meningococcal B Vaccine

1. ACIP recommends MenB-4C (Bexsero®) be administered as a 2-dose ser ies at  0 and 6 months when 
given to heal thy ado lescents and young adul ts  aged 16–23 years based on shared cl inical  
decision-making for  the prevent ion of  serogroup B meningococcal  d isease

2. ACIP recommends MenB-4C (Bexsero®) be administered as a 3-dose ser ies at  0, 1–2, and 6 months 
when given to persons aged ≥10 years at  increased r isk  for  serogroup B meningococcal  d isease 
( i .e .,  persons wi th anatomic or  funct ional  asplen ia, complement component def ic iencies, or  
complement inh ibi tor  use; microbio logists  rout ine ly exposed to N. meningi t id is  i so lates; and 
persons at  increased r isk  dur ing an outbreak)

These recommendat ions were adopted by the CDC Director on October 24, 2024 and are now 
off icial .



Proposed Men B Clinical Considerations

• This was stated at the meeting but is not published in the written 
MMWR yet:

 No recommendat ion to recal l  person previously vaccinated at 1, ≥1 month (for healthy 
adolescents or person at increased r isk)

 Persons should continue with booster vaccination as previously recommended

 The 3-dose series (0, 1-2, 6 mos) may be used to optimize rapid protection for those 
who init iate the vaccine series less than 6 months prior to the period of increased r isk 
(e.g. i f  series is init iated within 6 months of start ing col lege) *  Th i s  wou l d  app l y  t o  
Bex se ro  and  Trumenba  



2025 Immunization Schedules

Approve the Recommended Child and Adolescent Immunization Schedule, United 
States, 2025 and the Recommended Adult Immunization Schedule, United States, 
2025.

This recommendation was adopted by the CDC Director on October 24, 2024 
and is now official.

• There were several proposed updates to the tables and notes based on updated 
guidance *** Please read the schedule and notes very carefully once it is 
published***



Resources for the October 2024 ACIP 
Updates

Immunize.org IZ Express Issue 1782 October 31, 2024

CDC Page to Recent ACIP Meeting Recommendations

https://www.cdc.gov/acip/vaccine-recommendations/index.html


Seasonal Respiratory Vaccines

• Flu

• COVID-19

• RSV

• Pneumococcal



2024-2025 Influenza Season 
Recommendations

Prevention and Control of Seasonal Influenza with Vaccines: Recommendations 
of the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices — United States, 2024–25 
Influenza Season

2 primary updates to this season’s recommendations:

• All vaccines are trivalent in composition

• Recommendations for vaccination of adult solid organ transplant recipients have 
been updated to include HD-IIV3 and aIIV3 as acceptable options for solid organ 
transplant recipients aged 18 through 64 years who are receiving 
immunosuppressive medication regimens (without a preference over other age-
appropriate IIV3s or RIV3).

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/rr/rr7305a1.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/rr/rr7305a1.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/rr/rr7305a1.htm


COVID-19 Vaccine

• Interim Clinical Considerations for Use of COVID-19 Vaccines in the 
United States

 

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html#covid-vaccines
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/interim-considerations-us.html#covid-vaccines


RSV Recommendations

• Adults 60 years of age and older

• Pregnant women

• Nirsevimab (RSV mAb) for infants



RSV Adult Recommendations

• recommended a single dose of any FDA-approved RSV vaccine for all 
adults aged ≥75 years and for adults aged 60–74 years who are at 
increased risk for severe RSV disease.

• Arexvy [GSK], Abrysvo [Pfizer], or mResvia [Moderna]

• increased risk includes persons with certain chronic medical conditions, 
persons with moderate or severe immune compromise, and persons 
living in nursing homes 



RSV Recommendations in Pregnant 
Women

Use of the Pfizer Respiratory Syncytial Virus Vaccine During Pregnancy for the 
Prevention of Respiratory Syncytial Virus–Associated Lower Respiratory Tract 
Disease in Infants: Recommendations of the Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices — United States, 2023

• ACIP recommends RSV vaccine for pregnant persons at 32–36 weeks’ gestation 
using seasonal administration (meaning September–January in most of the United 
States) to prevent RSV-associated LRTI in infants aged <6 months.

• Abrysvo is the only vaccine l icensed for pregnancy

• F o r  N C ’s  2024-2025 s e a s o n ,  A B R Y S V O® a d m i n i st ra t i o n  b e g a n  o n  A u g u st  15,  2024 a n d  w i l l  
e n d  o n  J a n u a r y  31,  2025.

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7241e1.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7241e1.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7241e1.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7241e1.htm


Nirsevimab Recommendations for Infants

• For NC’s 2024-2025 season, Beyfortus® administration should begin on 
September 15, 2024 and end on March 31, 2025.

• Us e  o f  Ni r s e v i m a b  f o r  t h e  Pr e v e n t i o n  o f  R e s p i ra t o r y  S y n c y t i a l  V i r u s  D i s e a s e  
A m o n g  I n f a n t s  a n d  Yo u n g  Ch i l d r e n :  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  A d v i s o r y  
Co m m i t t e e  o n  I m m u n i z a t i o n  Pra c t i c e s  — Un i t e d  S t a t e s ,  2023

• ACIP recommends nirsevimab for all infants aged <8 months who are born 
during or entering their f irst RSV season and for infants and children aged 
8–19 months who are at increased risk for severe RSV disease and are 
entering their second RSV season.

https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7234a4.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7234a4.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/72/wr/mm7234a4.htm


Thank You

Nurses on Call – 919-707-5575 (direct line)

Elizabeth Draper, RN, CPHN

Elizabeth.draper@dhhs.nc.gov 

Candy Graham, RN, CPHN

Candy.graham@dhhs.nc.gov 

mailto:Elizabeth.draper@dhhs.nc.gov
mailto:Candy.graham@dhhs.nc.gov


DHHS 
Immunization 

Update

NC Immunization Registry Update

Kerry Caskey, MBA
Senior IT Business Systems Analyst
Division of Public Health, Immunization Branch

 NC Department of Health and Human Services



The NEW 
North 
Carolina 
Immunization 
Registry • Currently utilizing WIR based application supported by Gainwell Technologies

• Completed RFP process

• Selected the new cloud-based Gainwell Technologies IIS solution

• Currently in Planning & Design Phase and beginning Execution & Build Phase 
activities in parallel

• Go-live June 2025



NCIR 
Docket® 
Consumer 
Access 
Portal • Secure Access

• Immunization Records

• Add family members

• Reminders

• App or Web Version



For updates and announcements visit 
https://immunization.dph.ncdhhs.gov/providers/ncir_2.htm



NFID 
Call to Action 

Matt Kolenda, PharmD, MBA
NCIC Steering Committee











National Foundation for 
Infectious Diseases (NFID)

Call to Action: Strategies to Improve Adult 
Immunization in the US (nfid.org)

https://www.nfid.org/resource/call-to-action-strategies-to-improve-adult-immunization-in-the-us/

https://www.nfid.org/resource/call-to-action-strategies-to-improve-adult-immunization-in-the-us/
https://www.nfid.org/resource/call-to-action-strategies-to-improve-adult-immunization-in-the-us/
https://www.nfid.org/resource/call-to-action-strategies-to-improve-adult-immunization-in-the-us/


NCIC Annual Survey

Steven Gunn



Manufacturer Updates

Erin Brown



Closing
 Upcoming NCIC Meetings

March 11, 2025, 12 N – 1PM 
May 13, 2025, 12 N – 1 PM
August 12, 2025, 12 N – 1 PM
November 18, 2025, 12 N – 1 PM

Check our website for updates!
 https://letsimmunizenc.org

Leanne Alexander

https://letsimmunizenc.org/
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