
NC DHHS COVID-19 Response

NC Department of Health and Human 
Services

Immunization Branch Update

North Carolina Immunization Coalition, July 2022

Carrie Blanchard, PharmD, MPH

Immunization Branch Interim Director​

Beth Meadows, RN, MSN

Field Services Unit Manager



Slide # Topic

AGENDA



3

ABOUT THE
NORTH 
CAROLINA
IMMUNIZATION
BRANCH
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To keep children in their 

medical homes

To remove cost as a 
barrier to age-appropriate 

immunizations

Our MissionThe North Carolina Immunization 

Branch, part of the N.C. Division of 

Public Health, oversees the North 

Carolina Immunization Program 

(NCIP).

The NCIP provides recommended 

vaccines for eligible children from 

birth through 18 years of age.

Through the NCIP, vaccines are 

distributed to health care providers 

at no charge. 

The percentage of pediatricians who 

administer vaccines to children in 

North Carolina who participate in this 

program.

During COVID-19, the IB deployed a special COVID-19 Program to address the unique and dynamic 
needs of North Carolinians. The NC COVID-19 program has been recognized nationally for their data-

driven approach to equity and decision-making.  Now, the IB is integrating their COVID-19 work 
with standing IB functions for a new, robust Branch to serve NC. 

What is the IB?
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CONSTANT AVAILABILITY IS THE WAY FORWARD

Moving from mass vaccination routine, practice-based vaccination

Ensuring all populations have vaccine access and never missing an opportunity to have 

vaccine conversations or administer vaccine

% of parents say they trust 

their child’s pediatrician to 

provide reliable information 

on vaccines for children*

77% 100%
% of parents with an unvaccinated 

child aged 5-11 who say hearing from 

people they trust would make them 

much more likely to get their child 

vaccinated 

46%
% of unvaccinated persons 

report that would feel most 

comfortable getting vaccinated 

at their doctor’s office**

44%
Of locations with vaccine on 

hand = 0% missed opportunities 

to counsel, validate, and 

vaccinate
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COVID-19 
VACCINE: 
CURRENT 
TRENDS



Key Trends as of 7/11/22

As COVID-19 vaccine demand slows, it is more important than ever for provider locations to keep COVID vaccine on-hand 

alongside all standard immunizations so that they never miss an opportunity to vaccinate

• 18% of North Carolina population is Up to Date on their Vaccine Journey

o No change week-over-week

• 318,260 people have received their Second Booster dose

o That makes up 15.6% of the current eligible Second Booster population. 

o Second Booster Dose % increased 0.4% week-over-week

• 51.8% of the Booster Eligible Population are Boosted

o Opportunities to administer booster doses may be intermittent and unpredictable. Providers should "expect the unexpected" by 

keeping "A Vial in Every Fridge”

o Minimal change week-over-week

• 7.2% of Pfizer or Moderna dose 1 recipients are overdue (63 days) for their dose 2

• 13,422 doses have been administered to individuals under 5

o That makes up 2% of the current eligible population

• Weekly Dose 1 Vaccine rates remain at the low of 1 of every 1,000 unvaccinated eligible residents

o Dose 1 demand has steadily decreased since the beginning of 2022

o 66% of the total population has received their first dose



Up to Date - Breakdown

Note: Data does not include federal entity administrations.

The purpose of this slide is to track North Carolina residents who are Up-to-Date on their Vaccination Journey. Calculation logic can be found in the 

appendix. Data as of 7/11/2022.

Race Ethnicity

Key Takeaways:

• Most of the State is not Up to Date on 

their COVID vaccinations – an important 

reason for Providers to be prepared for 

with a Vial in Every Fridge

• Minimal increase week-over-week



Booster Eligible, No Booster - Breakdown

Note: Data does not include federal entity administrations.

The visual below displays the percentage of individuals who have yet received a booster dose but are booster eligible according to CDC guidelines. 

Calculation logic can be found in the appendix. Data as of 7/11/2022.

Key Takeaways:

• Because nearly 64.5% of Latinx recipients 

are overdue for their booster dose, 

maintaining a supply of COVID-19 

vaccine capable of boosting these 

individuals is part of providers' 

commitment to health equity.

• Minimal change month-to-month



Statewide Vaccination Trends: Booster % Intersectional Breakdown

Note: Data does not include federal entity administrations.

Race by Age Group Ethnicity by Age Group

The visual below displays the percentage of individuals who have received a booster dose out of the booster eligible population according to CDC 

guidelines. Calculation logic can be found in the appendix. Data as of 7/11/2022.
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STATEWIDE VACCINE RATES BY AGE
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COVID-19 
NEWS: 
UPDATES
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COVID-19 AND ROUTINE VACCINATION

Make sure your team is prepared to Move Forward Together

Remember: all clinic visits serve as opportunities for children to get COVID-19 vaccines 

alongside other routine vaccines that may have been missed due to COVID-related 

disruptions.
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HIGH LEVEL HIGHLIGHTS

Vaccines and Boosters Statewide

5 & Under Vaccine Rollout Recap
• COVID-19 vaccines are now available to anyone over 6 months of age and patients have a choice.

• A COVID-19 vaccine primary series is recommended for everyone 6 months and older, and those 5+ should get at least 1 

booster dose, if eligible.

• COVID-19 vaccines may be administered without regard to timing of other vaccines. This includes simultaneous 

administration of COVID-19 vaccine and other vaccines on the same day.

Thanks to healthcare professionals like you, there have been over 13,422 administrations to children 5 and under across NC!

What’s New?

• Comirnaty has been approved for a 2 dose primary 

series in those aged 12 and older. Statewide Orders 

will be updated soon.

• The NC DHHS Dashboard has been updated to include 

data for children 5 and under

• Moderna 6-11 COVID-19 Vaccine Codes have been 

updated.

https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/dashboard
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/iis/COVID-19-related-codes.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2019-DM84825&ACSTrackingLabel=IIS%20Information%20Brief%20%E2%80%93%206%2F24%2F2022&deliveryName=USCDC_2019-DM84825
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UNDER 5 FDA & CDC RECOMMENDATION 

https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/guidance#vaccination-info-for-providers
https://www.ncdhhs.gov/news/press-releases/2022/06/18/vaccines-children-ages-6-months-under-5-years-will-be-available-june-20


Kids At Least One Dose % Comparison

Doses Administered to Children 5 and 

Under: 13, 422

Unique Providers: 456

Unique Administration Counties: 80
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5 AND UNDER BENEFITS & SAFETY

Children who get COVID-19 can get very sick, require treatment in a hospital, and have died in rare cases.

Vaccinating eligible children helps prevent 

them from getting very sick, and helps

prevent serious short- and long-term 

complications of COVID-19.

Tens of millions of children and 

teens ages 5 through 17 years have 

received a first dose of the COVID-19 

vaccine. Ongoing safety monitoring shows 

that COVID-19 vaccination continues to be 

safe for children and teens.

Before recommending COVID-19 

vaccination for children, scientists 

conducted clinical trials with thousands of 

children to make sure vaccination was safe 

and effective.

The safety data for the Pfizer vaccine is based on 1,678 children under age 5 
who received a third dose when omicron was the main variant in 
circulation. A preliminary analysis shows the 3-dose series is 80% effective 
against the omicron variant.

Last winter, children younger than age 5 were hospitalized with COVID-19 at 
five times the rate of the pandemic peak, according to the CDC.

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccination-demographic
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Pfizer and Moderna for Kids Under 6
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Vaccines for Immune Compromised Kids
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MODERNA 6 TO 17 CDC RECOMMENDATION

The CDC has now recommended the Moderna 
COVID-19 vaccine for children between the ages 
of 6 to 17 following FDA authorization.

• Updated Statewide Standing Orders
• 6-11 Moderna Fact Sheet for Healthcare 

Providers
• 12-17 Moderna Fact Sheet for Healthcare 

Providers

6 to 11 Guidance Details
Children between the ages of 6 and 11 years are now 
eligible for:

• A Moderna two-dose primary series OR
• A Moderna three-dose primary 

series for immunocompromised individuals

12 Years and Older Guidance Details
Children between the ages of 12 and 17 are now 
eligible for:

• A two-dose primary series OR
• A three-dose third primary series 

for immunocompromised individuals

Eligibility Guidance

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2022/s0623-moderna-children.html
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-moderna-and-pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccines-children
https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/guidance#vaccination-info-for-providers
https://www.fda.gov/media/159308/download
https://www.fda.gov/media/157233/download


21

AUTHORIZED MODERNA COVID-19 VACCINE PRODUCTS 

• Note the Moderna 6 to 11 product is 

labeled “BOOSTER DOSES ONLY” 

but is also authorized for primary 

series in 6–11 year olds. Booster 

and primary doses are 0.5mL. 

• The 6 to 11 blue cap with teal 

border is not yet manufactured in 

US.

• 12 and up formulation does not 

indicate age on the label, but is the 

same product used for 18+. 

• Please see the Dear HCP Letter for 

more information. 

• The State Standing Order has been 

updated. 6 month through 17-year-

olds who get a Moderna primary 

series are not currently  

recommended to receive boosters.

https://eua.modernatx.com/covid19vaccine-eua/dear_hcp.pdf
https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/guidance#vaccination-info-for-providers
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html#:~:text=Children%20and%20teens,years%20and%20under
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Aging Up Resources

• CDC recommends vaccine recipients receive the 
recommended age-appropriate vaccine product and 
dosage based on their age on the day of vaccination 
regardless of size or weight.

• All doses of the primary series should 
be from the same manufacturer, when possible. 
The products are NOT meant to be interchangeable for 
this age group, although in certain circumstances may 
be adjusted according to current age.

• Moderna "Aging Up"

• Pfizer-BioNTech "Aging Up"

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/Moderna-Child-Age-Transition-508.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/Pfizer-Child-Age-Transition-508.pdf
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Please see the following resources for 

the children 5 and under, and Moderna 

vaccines for children 6-17 years vaccine 

products:

• Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine for 

Children who Transition from a 

Younger to Older Age Group

• Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine 

for Children who Transition from a 

Younger to Older Age Group

• Summary Document and Chart for 

Interim Clinical Considerations

• At-A-Glance COVID-19 Vaccination 

Schedules

AVAILABLE FACT SHEETS

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/Moderna-Child-Age-Transition-508.pdf__;!!HYmSToo!YrW0Smnc3XU-OXN8XPav_1mh9UzWmkS1RwAFwf85QzNm342QmKQU9WHJLWPGs2kxiVqxZOpBSqe1i-1I_SN1dLPgoeIEF3xo$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/Pfizer-Child-Age-Transition-508.pdf__;!!HYmSToo!YrW0Smnc3XU-OXN8XPav_1mh9UzWmkS1RwAFwf85QzNm342QmKQU9WHJLWPGs2kxiVqxZOpBSqe1i-1I_SN1dLPgobl21U24$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/summary-interim-clinical-considerations.pdf__;!!HYmSToo!YrW0Smnc3XU-OXN8XPav_1mh9UzWmkS1RwAFwf85QzNm342QmKQU9WHJLWPGs2kxiVqxZOpBSqe1i-1I_SN1dLPgoeG0NG2u$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/downloads/COVID-19-vacc-schedule-at-a-glance-508.pdf__;!!HYmSToo!YrW0Smnc3XU-OXN8XPav_1mh9UzWmkS1RwAFwf85QzNm342QmKQU9WHJLWPGs2kxiVqxZOpBSqe1i-1I_SN1dLPgoQzhmcLF$
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• The FDA recommended inclusion of an Omicron BA.4/5 component for COVID-19 

vaccine booster doses in formulation.

• Vaccine manufacturers have already reported data from adult clinical trials with bivalent 

and monovalent formulations. The FDA has advised manufacturers to develop modified 

vaccines to include an omicron BA.4/5 component to the existing strain for a bivalent Fall 

booster.

“As we move into the fall and winter, it is critical that we have safe and 

effective vaccine boosters that can provide protection against circulating 

and emerging variants to prevent the most severe consequences of 

COVID-19.”

FDA RECOMMENDS OMICRON BOOSTER COMPONENT

Read the full article here! 

https://dgalerts.docguide.com/ncov-home/article/fda-recommends-inclusion-of-sars-cov-2-omicron-ba-4-5-component-for-covid-19-vaccine-booster-doses
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COVID-19 
VACCINE: 
COMMUNICATION 
RESOURCES
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5 AND UNDER COMMUNICATION MATERIALS

Under 5 Vaccine promotional material 
is available in English and Spanish! 
Access flyers and fact sheets here.

https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/materials-and-resources/materials-about-kids-and-teens#events--outreach


NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

PROACTIVE CAMPAIGNS

Bring Summer Back (2021)

It is estimated that the campaign reached more than 1.5 
million North Carolinians and involved more than 350 
registered partners and 7,000 volunteers across the state.

Spring Into Summer (2022)

Currently the campaign has 280 registered partners and 
is in its second statewide distribution of printed 
materials. 
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COVID-19 COMMUNICATION TOOLS https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/vaccines

PRESENTATIONS:FLYERS:

BANNERS:
SOCIAL AND VIDEO:

https://covid19.ncdhhs.gov/vaccines
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MONKEYPOX 
UPDATE



Monkeypox-
JYNNEOS 
Key Points

SubQ, 2 dose series, 28 days apart

Live, but non-replicating (no min interval between live virus vaccines)

Vaccine allocated in phases to states via SNS

Post-exposure, within 14 days; ideally within 4 days

LHD Toolkit with Standing Order Template sent to LHDs 7/7

Expiration date on carton, not on vial. Expiration date can be found at 
Monkeypox (hhs.gov)

Can be stored frozen up to the expiration date or refrigerated up to 8 
weeks (this differs from the package insert)

Vaccine must be added as private inventory; NCIR schedule has not been 
updated yet

https://aspr.hhs.gov/SNS/Pages/Monkeypox.aspx
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MONKEYPOX (MPXV) EPIDEMIOLOGY

Case Count

• 866 known Monkeypox cases in the US, 6

of which are in North Carolina

• No reported deaths

Demographics

o Most cases reported in men between 

the ages of 35-36

o The majority of patients have had skin 

rash

Click Here for the Monkeypox Case Count Map

https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/response/2022/us-map.html






• People who have been in close physical contact in the past 14 days with someone 
diagnosed with monkeypox, or

• People who know their sexual partner was diagnosed with monkeypox, or

• Men who have sex with men, or transgender individuals, who have had multiple or 
anonymous sex partners in the last 14 days in either a venue where monkeypox was 
present or in an area where the virus is spreading.[1]

• [1] Currently, this includes several locations in Europe and parts of the following U.S. 
jurisdictions: California, District of Columbia, Florida, Illinois, Massachusetts, New York, and 
Texas. Updated global and U.S. case numbers are posted on the CDC site here

Phase 1 Eligibility

https://gbc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en%2DUS&rs=en%2DUS&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Fncconnect.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FMonkeypoxIncidentManagementTeam%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2F697134d971d34aca9ee32ee31aa683e8&wdorigin=TEAMS%2dELECTRON%2ep2p%2emw&wdenableroaming=1&mscc=1&hid=0AC24EA0-00D2-D000-309A-2831EFB12147&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v1&newsession=1&corrid=4c0f8b0b-8902-47e7-b917-37294b111171&usid=4c0f8b0b-8902-47e7-b917-37294b111171&sftc=1&cac=1&mtf=1&sfp=1&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush&rct=Medium&ctp=LeastProtected#_ftn1
https://gbc-word-edit.officeapps.live.com/we/wordeditorframe.aspx?ui=en%2DUS&rs=en%2DUS&wopisrc=https%3A%2F%2Fncconnect.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2FMonkeypoxIncidentManagementTeam%2F_vti_bin%2Fwopi.ashx%2Ffiles%2F697134d971d34aca9ee32ee31aa683e8&wdorigin=TEAMS%2dELECTRON%2ep2p%2emw&wdenableroaming=1&mscc=1&hid=0AC24EA0-00D2-D000-309A-2831EFB12147&jsapi=1&jsapiver=v1&newsession=1&corrid=4c0f8b0b-8902-47e7-b917-37294b111171&usid=4c0f8b0b-8902-47e7-b917-37294b111171&sftc=1&cac=1&mtf=1&sfp=1&instantedit=1&wopicomplete=1&wdredirectionreason=Unified_SingleFlush&rct=Medium&ctp=LeastProtected#_ftnref1
https://www.cdc.gov/poxvirus/monkeypox/response/2022/index.html
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BACK TO 
SCHOOL 
IMMUNIZATIONS



NIAM August 2022

National Immunization Awareness Month (NIAM) 
is an annual observance held in August to 
highlight the importance of vaccination for 
people of all ages.

NC DHHS is supporting this initiative with key 
messages aimed at families, immunization 
providers and stakeholders.

Focus on the importance of child and adolescent 
immunization as students head back to school. 









Questions?


