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SEPTEMBER 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

& 
BOCCE’ TOURNAMENT 

Our September Membership meeting was also 
our annual club Bocce’ Tournament.  The Co-
Chairs were Ron Wassum and Tony Iliano Sr.  I 
had to leave the event before the games were 
over and have been unable to get any 
information on who the winners were or what 
the prizes were.  I apologize.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
prossimi eventi 

23 October 2024, Wednesday 
Executive Committee Meeting  

• Venue: Federico Tire Pros second floor 
conference room. 

• Time 5:30p 
30 October 2024, Wednesday 
Membership Meeting 
AIH CLAM BAKE 

• Committee Chair and primary Point of 
Contact: Gus Paolucci and John Perrotti 

• Venue: Regovich’s Party Center  

• Time: 5:30p 

• Cost: Varies – See enclosed sign-up 
form. 

• Guests: Members, Spouses and Guests 
are welcome 

• Reservations are required no later than 
11 Oct 24.  See attached sign-up form. 

13 November 2024, Wednesday 
Executive Committee Meeting  

• Venue: Federico Tire Pros second floor 
conference room. 

• Time 5:30p 
20 November 2024, Wednesday 
Membership Meeting  

• Venue: The Hungarian Culture Club 

• Time: 6:00p 

• Speaker: TBD1  
30 November 2024, Saturday 
AIH OSU V MICH FOOTBALL GAME POOL 

• Committee Chair and primary Point of 
Contact: John Perrotti 

• Kick Off Time: TBD 

• Venue: Ohio Stadium, Columbus, Ohio 

• The completed 50/50 Board will be posted 
on the club website prior to kick-off. 

• Cost per Square: TBD 

 

December 2024 
In accordance with our Bylaws, there is no 
scheduled Executive Committee Meeting or 
Membership Meeting in December. 

9 February 2025, Sunday 
AIHC SUPER BOWL LIX POOL 

• Committee Chair and primary Point of 
Contact: John Perrotti 

• Kick Off Time: 6:30p ET. 

• Venue: Caesar’s Superdome in New 
Orleans, LA 

• The completed 50/50 Board will be posted 
on the club website prior to kick-off. 

• Cost per Square: TBD 

26 April 2025, Saturday 
AIH ITALIAN NIGHT 

• Committee Chair and primary Point of 
Contact: Bob Andreano 

• Committee: TBD 

• Venue: La Vera Party Center 

• Time: TBD 

• Cost: TBD 

• Dinner: TBD 

• Capacity: TBD 

• Guest: TBD 
o Reservations are required. 

SAVE THE DATES 
Be sure to mark your calendars now for these 
events: 
30 OCTOBER 2024, WEDNESDAY, AIH CLAM BAKE 
30 NOVEMBER 2024, SATURDAY, AIH OSU V.  
          MICHIGAN FOOTBALL GAME POOL 
9 FEBRUARY 2025, SUNDAY, AIHC SUPER BOWL 
         LIX POOL 
26 APRIL 2025, SATURDAY, AIH ITALIAN NIGHT 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
Compleanni di ottobre 

Angelo Cicconetti ........................................... 02 
Adolfo DeGennaro ......................................... 02 
Joe Matteo Jr. ................................................ 17 
David Lunardi ................................................. 19 
Rick Bertone................................................... 27 

When you see these members this month, be 
sure to wish them a Buon Compleanno. 

HEALTH AND WELFARE 
salute e benessere 

The committee reported the following: 

• Trustee Jim Federico’s Son-in-Law is 
undergoing treatment for cancer. 

• Trustee Richard O’Keefe’s wife is out of 
the hospital and home resting. 

Please keep these two and their families in 
your thoughts and prayers.   

If you know of or hear of any Health or Welfare 
issues involving a member, please pass that 
information on to Richard O’Keefe at 
richardokeefe65@gmail.com or 440-537-8505.   

SPECIAL DAYS IN 
OCTOBER 

Here are just a few of the not so well-known 
special days this month for your observance.   

01 Oct: International Coffee Day 
04 Oct: Taco Day 
08 Oct: Pierogi Day 
19 Oct: Sweetest Day 
24 Oct: Bologna Day 
26 Oct: Howl at the Moon Day and Night 
30 Oct: Candy Corn Day 
The above Information was taken from 
timeanddate.com/holidays/fun.   

GUN RAFFLE 
Our first Club Gun Raffle was concluded at our 
September Membership Meeting.  The three 
winners were drawn at this meeting.  They 
were Bob Gonzalez, Gabe Cicconetti, and 
Jackie O’Neil.  The winners are currently being 
contacted to determine if they want one of the 
guns that were offered or the cash equivalent.   

The Club thanks the Co-Chairs, Ron Wassum 
and Tony Iliano Sr., as well as all the members 
who bought and sold tickets, for making this 
raffle a success.   

ITALIAN AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTH 

October has become the official month to 
celebrate the Italian American culture and 
heritage after the 1989 proclamation by 
President George H. W. Bush designating it as 
National Italian American Heritage Month. 

In the five centuries since Christopher 
Columbus set sail across the Atlantic Ocean, 
other individuals followed his path and started 
seeking a new life in America.  Since then, 
generations of Italian Americans have helped 
shape our society and steer the course of our 
history.  During Italian American Heritage and 
Culture Month, America recognizes the 
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heritage of Americans of Italian descent and 
celebrate their contributions to the Nation. 

It is not by chance that Italian Americans have 
flourished in all areas of our public and 
economic life while preserving their proud 
Italian traditions.  Italian Americans have been 
able to persevere with hope and hard work to 
reach for the American dream and helped build 
our great country.  They have also defended 
the liberty and integrity of the United States 
since the Revolutionary War. 

Today, the legacy of these intrepid immigrants 
is found in the millions of American men, 
women, and children of Italian descent who 
strengthen and enrich our country.  Italian 
Americans operate thriving businesses, teach 
our children, serve at all levels of government, 
and succeed in myriad occupations.  Drawing 
on the courage and principles of their 
forebears, they lead in every facet of American 
life, dedicating their knowledge and skills to the 
growth of our country. 
The above information was taken from 

italoamericano.org/Italian-heritage-2 

THE ‘48 WORLD SERIES 
OCTOBER 6 – 11, 1948 

Its October so some of us are thinking about 
the MLB Playoffs as well as the World Series.  
That got me to thinking about the last time the 
Guardians (then the Indians) won the world 
Series.  This is what I found. 

The 1948 World Series was the championship 
series in Major League Baseball for the 1948 
season.  The 45th edition of the World Series, it 
matched the American League (AL) champion 
Cleveland Indians and the National League 
(NL) champion Boston Braves.  The Braves 
had won the National League pennant for the 
first time since the "Miracle Braves" team of 
1914, while the Indians had spoiled a chance 
for the only all-Boston World Series by winning 
a one-game playoff against the Boston Red 
Sox for the American League flag.  Though 
superstar pitcher Bob Feller failed to win either 
of his two starts, the Indians won the Series in 
six games to capture their second 
championship (as well as their most recent) 
and their first since 1920. 

It was the first World Series to be televised 
beyond the previous year's limited New York-
Schenectady-Philadelphia-Baltimore-
Washington network and was announced by 
famed sportscasters Red Barber and Tom 
Hussey (in Boston) and Van Patrick (in 
Cleveland).  This was the second appearance 
in the Fall Classic for both teams, with the 
Indians' lone previous appearance coming in a 
1920 win against the Brooklyn Dodgers and the 
Braves' lone previous appearance coming in a 
1914 win against the Philadelphia Athletics.  

Consequently, this was the first, and to date 
only, World Series in which both participating 
teams had previously played in, but not yet lost, 
a previous World Series.  Currently, this 
phenomenon can only be repeated if the Miami 
Marlins or the Washington Nationals play 
against either the Toronto Blue Jays or the Los 
Angeles Angels in a future World Series. 

Indian Hall of Famers who played included Lou 
Boudreau, Larry Doby, Bob Feller, Joe Gordon, 
Bob Lemon, and Sachel Paige.  Braves Hall of 
Famers who played included Billy Southworth 
and Warren Spahn. 

The radio announcers were Mel Allen and Jim 
Britt. 
The above information was taken from the 2024 
Wikipedia 

CUMBERLAND VS. 
GEORGIA TECH 

FOOTBALL GAME 
OCTOBER 7, 1916 

Now that we’re officially in the football season, I 
wanted to share this article I came across 
about the most lopsided football score to date. 

The 1916 Cumberland vs. Georgia Tech 
football game was played on October 7, 1916, 
between the Cumberland College Bulldogs and 
the Georgia Tech Engineers on the Engineers' 
home field of Grant Field in Atlanta.  Georgia 
Tech defeated the Bulldogs 222–0 for the most 
lopsided score in the history of college football.   

Cumberland had disbanded its football program 
the previous year but was still obligated to play 
this game against Georgia Tech.  The Georgia 
Tech Engineers' head coach, John Heisman, 
had been the coach of Georgia Tech's baseball 
team when it was defeated 22–0 by the 
Cumberland College Bulldogs earlier in 1916, 
and was looking to avenge that game.  
Heisman insisted that the Bulldogs fulfill their 
obligations to play the game and threatened 
legal action if Cumberland backed out.  
Cumberland tasked George E. Allen, its 
baseball captain, to assemble a football team 
for the game; he recruited his fraternity brothers 
and students from Cumberland's law school to 
play in Atlanta. 

Despite receiving the opening kickoff, 
Cumberland never achieved a first down in the 
entire match and opted to punt on multiple 
possessions.  The game's infamous score can 
be partially attributed to 97 percent of the 
game's plays occurring in Cumberland territory, 
with 64 of those plays occurring in its red zone.  
Georgia Tech, instigated by Heisman, scored 
on every first down it gained.  The imbalance of 
the teams was so severe that the final two 
quarters were shortened from their customary 
15 minutes to 12 minutes. 

This would be the last matchup of any sport 
between the two schools; Cumberland 
deemphasized athletics in favor of academic 
pursuits, while Georgia Tech has continued to 
compete at the highest level of college sports.  
Current National Collegiate Athletics 
Association (NCAA) rules preclude a rematch 
of this game.  After World War II, it became 
regarded as unsportsmanlike to deliberately run 
up the score to such high numbers, meaning 
that college football games of more than 100 
points have been infrequent since the 1940s. 
The above information was taken from the 2024 
Wikipedia 

“WAR OF THE WORLDS” 
OCTOBER 30, 1938 

Orson Welles (arms raised) rehearses his radio 
depiction of H.G. Wells' classic, The War of the 
Worlds. The broadcast, which aired on October 
30, 1938, and claimed that aliens from Mars 
had invaded New Jersey, terrified thousands of 
Americans. 
On Halloween morning, 1938, Orson Welles 
awoke to find himself the most talked about 
man in America. The night before, Welles and 
his Mercury Theatre on the Air had performed a 
radio adaptation of H.G. Wells’ The War of the 
Worlds, converting the 40-year-old novel into 
fake news bulletins describing a Martian 
invasion of New Jersey. Some listeners 
mistook those bulletins for the real thing, and 
their anxious phone calls to police, newspaper 
offices, and radio stations convinced many 
journalists that the show had caused 
nationwide hysteria. By the next morning, the 
23-year-old Welles’s face and name were on 
the front pages of newspapers coast-to-coast, 
along with headlines about the mass panic his 
CBS broadcast had allegedly inspired. 
Welles barely had time to glance at the papers, 
leaving him with only a horribly vague sense of 
what he had done to the country. He’d heard 
reports of mass stampedes, of suicides, and of 
angered listeners threatening to shoot him on 
sight. “If I’d planned to wreck my career,” he 
told several people at the time, “I couldn’t have 
gone about it better.” With his livelihood (and 
possibly even his freedom) on the line, Welles 
went before dozens of reporters, 
photographers, and newsreel cameramen at a 
hastily arranged press conference in the CBS 
building. Each journalist asked him some 
variation of the same basic question: Had he 
intended, or did he at all anticipate, that War of 
the Worlds would throw its audience into panic? 
That question would follow Welles for the rest 
of his life, and his answers changed as the 
years went on—from protestations of 
innocence to playful hints that he knew exactly 
what he was doing all along. 
The above information was taken from 
smithonianmag.com/history 
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WORLD EVENTS IN 
OCTOBER 

5 Oct 1919 – Enzo Ferrari’s first race 
On October 5, 1919, Enzo Ferrari began his 
career in automobiles when he drove in his first 
race.  Though he placed eleventh, he soon 
became the director of the Alfa Racing Division.  
Ten years later, he established the Scuderia 
Ferrari racing club that later became his auto 
manufacturing company.  However, he did not 
produce his first Ferrari race car until after 
World War II.  The wait was worth it --- the car 
won a coveted title during its first year, thus 
launching a long and successful saga.   

6 Oct 891 – Formosus became pope 
On October 6, 891, the controversial Catholic 
figure Formosus faced excommunication for 
leaving Rome without the pope’s permission.  
His tumultuous papacy lasted only five years, 
until his death in 896.   

12 October 1810 – The original Oktoberfest 
On October 12, 1810, the first incarnation of 
Oktoberfest unfolded when Prince Ludwig (later 
Bavaria’s King Ludwig I) married Princess 
Therese of Bavaria.  Prince Ludwig’s family 
invited the entire city of Munich to the wedding 
and reception.  The original Oktoberfest 
featured horse races; however, as the tradition 
spread across Bavaria, various locales 
developed their own traditions.  The citizens of 
Munich enjoyed the festivities so much the 
celebration became an instant annual tradition.  
Today, beer aficionados worldwide participate 
in the annual Oktoberfest festivities.   

13 October 1884 – The Prime Meridian 
On October 13, 1884, President Chester A. 
Arthur held an international conference at the 
White House to establish a meridian to divide 
the two hemispheres.  The Prime Meridian is 
the longitudinal dividing line between the 
Eastern and Western Hemispheres.  Because 
the Greenwich Observatory in England sits 
directly on the meridian, many British people 
call it the Greenwich meridian.   

17 October 1814 – London Beer Flood 
On October 17, 1814, in St. Giles. London, 
England, over 1.4 million liters of beer spilled 
out onto the streets after a large vat in the 
Horseshoe Brewery on Tottenham Court Road 
exploded.  The blast sent bricks flying over the 
tops of houses and collapsed a brick wall that 
killed a woman instantly.  Overall, eight women 
and children were killed.  The beer traveled 
through the streets, and with no drainage 
system at the time, the liquid poured into 
neighboring houses and businesses, causing 
many to drown.  A worker at the brewery had 
noticed a fault in the equipment before the 
disaster, but his boss had told him that the 
problem wasn’t imperative and that someone 
could be scheduled to make the repair.  Just 

hours later, the explosion occurred.  Two days 
after the catastrophe, an investigation into the 
incident began.  Although the brewery had 
known of the faulty equipment, they escaped 
any charges and were even recompensed for 
taxes that had already been paid on the lost 
stock.   
The above information was taken from the This Day 
in History 2024 daily calendar.  

ITALIAN 
EVENTS AND FESTIVALS 

IN OCTOBER 
October 1: Alba White Truffle Festival 
Imagine a place where the air is filled with the 
rich, earthy scent of one of the culinary world’s 
most luxurious ingredients.  This is the scene at 
the Alba White Truffle Festival, held annually in 
the charming city of Alba (province of Cuneo), 
nestled in the heart of Italy’s Piedmont region.  

From early October through to the start of 
December, the town becomes a buzzing hub of 
activity.  The core of the festivities is the Alba 
White Truffle World Market. 

Here, seasoned truffle hunters and their faithful 
dogs proudly present the fruits of their labor.  
These knobby, golden treasures are a sight to 
behold, and the excitement in the air is 
palpable as visitors from all corners of the 
globe come to witness, taste, and purchase. 

What exactly is the Alba white truffle?  It’s a 
fungal gem that resides beneath the soil near 
the roots of oak, hazelnut, and chestnut trees.  
To unearth this delicacy, a knowledgeable 
hunter and a well-trained dog are 
indispensable.  With a scent that’s both potent 
and intoxicating and a flavor that chefs 
worldwide covet, these truffles are in a league 
of their own. 

The best truffles come to the surface between 
October and November, making the Alba White 
Truffle one of the best festivals in autumn.  It’s 
a narrow window of opportunity to indulge in 
these white truffles at their peak.  This 
experience is truly once a year. 

This festival, one of the best events in Italy in 
October, offers a slice of Italian heritage rich in 
flavor and tradition.  It’s an event that promises 
not just a taste but a full dive into the sensory 
delights of Italy’s treasured Alba truffles.  

October 4: Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 
Each year, on the 4th of October, the town of 
Assisi bursts into a spiritual and joyful 
celebration for the Feast of St. Francis of 
Assisi.  It’s not just any festivity; it’s a day that 
honors a man who dedicated his life to faith, 
peace, and the love of nature. 

St. Francis, born to a prosperous merchant 
family, led a rich and varied early life before 

embracing a spiritual path.  His transformation 
from a life of luxury to one of devout poverty 
has inspired countless people. 

Known as the patron saint of animals and the 
environment, his teachings transcend time, 
emphasizing kindness to all creatures and 
preserving our natural world. 

In Assisi, the celebration is profound.  The 
streets glow with oil lamps, symbolizing the 
light St. Francis brought into the world.  These 
two days of luminance lead into a series of 
solemn services within the magnificent Basilica 
of St. Francis and the Basilica of Santa Maria 
degli Angeli, echoing with hymns and prayers in 
his memory. 

The Basilica of Saint Francis in Assisi: a pivotal 
pilgrimage site for Christians in Italy. 

The love that St. Francis had for animals is 
mirrored in today’s festivities, with children 
bringing their pets to receive blessings.  It’s a 
heartwarming sight: dogs, cats, and even the 
occasional rabbit or bird, all part of a ceremony 
that strengthens the bond between humans 
and animals. 

Declared the patron saint of Italy, St. Francis’s 
message of brotherhood and peace is ever 
relevant.  It serves as a beacon of hope and a 
call to action, inspiring us to live with 
compassion and humility.  His example 
continues to resonate, motivating a path of 
goodwill and community. 

October 18-27: Eurochocolate International 
Chocolate Exhibition 
Yearly, the charming city of Perugia transforms 
into a chocolate paradise.  Eurochocolate, an 
event that draws in nearly a million visitors, is a 
true celebration of all thing’s chocolate.  Since 
1993, this festival has been a haven for sweet 
tooths, with the air in Perugia becoming thick 
with the rich scent of cocoa. 

Perugia’s historic squares and streets, 
including the bustling Piazza Italia and the 
scenic Corso Vannucci, become the stages for 
this chocolate festival.  From awe-inspiring 
chocolate art exhibits to interactive tastings 
where you can savor avant-garde flavors, the 
city buzzes with chocolate-fueled excitement. 

The experience extends to the Perugina 
ChocoMuseum and Factory, where you can 

https://www.fieradeltartufo.org/en/
https://www.learnitalianpod.com/2023/03/09/italian-blessings-and-prayers/
https://www.eurochocolate.com/2024/
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deep dive into the legacy of chocolate. And 
during the festival? 

October 2024 Calendar: Italy’s Holidays, 
Anniversaries, Events, and Special Days 

 

October 1 

• Opening of the Alba White Truffle 
Festival:  The beginning of the prestigious 
festival honoring the highly sought-after 
white truffle, a culinary treasure deeply 
rooted in the gastronomy of Italy’s 
Piedmont region. 

• International Music Day: A celebration of 
the global language of music, highlighting 
Italy’s rich musical heritage from classical 
to contemporary. 

• International Coffee Day: Honoring the 
cherished ritual of coffee consumption 
with a nod to Italy’s iconic coffee brands 
that have shaped espresso culture 
worldwide. 

October 2 

• National Grandparents Day: A special day 
to honor the wisdom and love of 
grandparents, including the affection for 
‘nonna’ and ‘nonno. 

October 3 

• Commemoration of the Death of Saint 
Francis of Assisi (1226): Reflecting on the 
life and teachings of Saint Francis, with 
his feast honored the following day. 

October 4 

• Feast of St. Francis of Assisi: 
Commemorating the patron saint of 
animals and the environment. 

• Feast of Saint Petronius of Bologna: 
Honoring the protector of Bologna, a city 
worth visiting. 

• Sagra dell’Uva (Marino, Rome): This 
venerable festival draws crowds to honor 
local wine grapes, featuring statues 
adorned with vines and a fountain 
famously flowing with white wine. 

October 5 

• Gregorian Calendar Adjustment (1582): A 
day that never was.  It vanished during 
the shift to the modern calendar. 

 

October 6 

• Inaugural Radio Broadcast in Italy (1924): 
Marking the anniversary of Italy’s first 
radio broadcast, showcasing the country’s 
historical contributions to communication 
technology, including this significant 
Italian invention. 

October 8 

• Remembering the Death of Cola di 
Rienzo (1354): Honoring the memory of 
the visionary Roman tribune. 

October 9 

• International Beer and Pizza Day: 
Combining two staples of casual dining, 
this day pays homage to the country’s 
delicious contributions to the world of 
pizza, paired with the growing 
appreciation for Italian beer brands. 

October 10 

• Giuseppe Verdi’s Birthday: Honoring the 
legendary Italian composer.  If you’re a 
fan of Verdi’s moving compositions, 
Festival Verdi, held every year in October 
in Italy, features concerts with his iconic 
operas at venues including Parma’s 
Teatro Regio and Teatro Farnese, as well 
as Busseto’s Teatro Verdi. 

October 11 

• Boccaccesca Food and Wine Festival, 
Certaldo (Tuscany): A tribute to Giovanni 
Boccaccio, this festival, celebrated in the 
charming Italian village of Certaldo, 
invites epicureans to savor Tuscany’s 
local food and wine through engaging 
cooking classes and contests. 

• Feast Day of Pope John XXIII: Honoring 
the pope renowned for initiating the 
Second Vatican Council. 

October 12 

• Honoring the artistic life of Piero della 
Francesca (1492): Reflecting on the 
significant contributions of the Italian 
Renaissance artist. 

• Luciano Pavarotti’s Birthday (1935): 
Remembering the iconic operatic tenor. 

October 13 

Sailboats speckle the Gulf of Trieste, painting a 
vibrant scene on Barcolana Regatta Day. 

• Barcolana Regatta (Trieste): An annual 
sailing race held in the Gulf of Trieste, 
renowned as one of the largest regattas in 
the world, highlighting Italy’s maritime 
heritage and love for sailing. 

• Emperor Claudius’ Passing (54): 
Reflecting on the reign of the Roman 
Emperor. 

• Commemorating the artistic life of Antonio 
Canova (1822): Honoring the master 
sculptor. 

October 14 

• Columbus Day (Celebrated in the US): 
Commemorating the voyage of Italian 
explorer Christopher Columbus to the 
Americas in 1492. 

• Dessert Day (Celebrated in the US): A 
sweet celebration that includes a rich 
array of Italian desserts, from tiramisu to 
cannoli, that have found a special place in 
the hearts of dessert lovers. 

October 15 

• Lucretius’s Birthday (99 B.C.): Honoring 
the renowned poet and philosopher. 

• Virgil’s Birthday (70 B.C.): Remembering 
the celebrated Roman poet. 

• Foundation of the Alpini Corps (1872): 
Celebrating the establishment of the elite 
mountain warfare military corps. 

October 16 

World Food Day Feast: A tapestry of Italian flavors 
gracing the table in celebration. 

• World Food Day: A day focused on good 
food and nutrition, with an opportunity to 
explore facts about Italian food and its 
global influence on cuisine. 

• Rome Film Festival (Festa del Cinema di 
Roma): An illustrious film festival, usually 
held in mid-October, filled with premieres, 
competitions, and events, standing as 
Italy’s second grandest cinema 
celebration after Venice. 

• Birth of Gian Galeazzo Visconti (1351): 
Marking the birth of the first Duke of 
Milan. 

• Ascension of Pope John Paul II (1978): 
Celebrating when the first non-Italian 
pope took office in 1523. 

 

https://www.fieradeltartufo.org/en/
https://www.fieradeltartufo.org/en/
https://www.learnitalianpod.com/2023/02/08/best-italian-songs-about-italy/
https://www.learnitalianpod.com/2023/04/13/best-italian-coffee-brands/
https://www.learnitalianpod.com/2023/08/09/is-bologna-worth-visiting/
https://www.learnitalianpod.com/2023/08/09/is-bologna-worth-visiting/
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October 18 

• Eurochocolate: An annual event for 
chocolate enthusiasts, taking place in 
Perugia, celebrating Italy’s love affair with 
chocolate and showcasing confectionery 
innovations. 

• Establishment of Il Fondo per l’Ambiente 
Italiano (FAI) (1975): Observing the 
foundation of Italy’s leading environmental 
organization. 

October 19 

• Beatification of Mother Teresa in Rome 
(2003): Commemorating the day Mother 
Teresa was declared blessed in Rome. 

• Beatification of Pope Paul VI in Rome 
(2014): Marking the day Pope Paul VI 
was beatified in Rome. 

October 23 

• Gianni Rodari’s Birthday (1920): Honoring 
the legacy of the famed children’s book 
author. 

October 24 

• Emperor Domitian’s Birthday (51): 
Marking the birth of the Roman Emperor 
noted for his authoritarian rule. 

October 25 

• World Pasta Day: Savoring the variety 
and culinary artistry of Italian pasta, 
arguably some of the best in the world. 

• World Opera Day: Honoring the art of 
opera with a special tribute to Italy’s best 
opera singers who have graced stages 
across the globe. 

October 26 

Legacy of imagination: honoring Collodi, the father of 

Pinocchio’s timeless tale. 

October 27 

• Niccolò Paganini’s Birthday (1782): 
Honoring the virtuoso violinist and 
composer. 

• Roberto Benigni’s Birthday (1952): 
Marking the birth of the famous actor and 
filmmaker. 

October 28 

• Chocolate Day (Celebrated in the US): 
Indulging in the world of sweets, including 
the fine Italian chocolate brands 

representing Italy’s part in the rich history 
of chocolate making. 

October 29 

• Cat Day (Celebrated in the US): Honoring 
our feline friends, including those with 
Italian cat names that reflect Italy’s 
cultural heritage. 

October 30 

• Norcia Earthquake (2016): Remembering 
the devastating earthquake that struck 
Norcia in Umbria. 

• Breadstick Day (Celebrated in the US): 
Appreciating the crunchy side of Italian 
cuisine, a day for the breadsticks (grissini) 
that have become a staple in Italian snack 
foods. 

October 31 

• Completion of the Sistine Chapel 
Frescoes by Michelangelo (1512): 
Commemorating the magnificent artistic 
achievement. 

• Halloween (Celebrated in the US): 
Though not traditionally Italian, the 
holiday is marked by Italian Americans 
and showcases the global reach of this 
spooky celebration. 

The above information was taken from 

learnitalianpod.com/october-in-italy  

PHRASE OF THE MONTH 
Buona fortuna! – Good luck! 

SOME TRIVIA 
Here are a few trivia questions I came across.  I 
like to use them as space fillers so I don’t have 
empty columns.   
Q: Which US president once co-owned a 
tavern with his friend William F. Berry? 
A: Abraham Lincoln.  The tavern, called Berry 
and Lincoln, was a short-lived business 
venture, operating briefly in New Salem, Illinois, 
in the spring of 1833. 

Q: The word laser is an acronym.  What does it 
stand for? 
A: Light Amplification by Stimulated Emission 
of Radiation.  The term was coined in 1960. 

Q: Whose portrait was featured on the first $1 
bills printed in the United States?  (Hint: It 
wasn’t George Washington.)  
A: Salmon P. Chase, Abraham Lincoln’s 
Secretary of the Treasury.  Chase designed the 
$1 bill and placed his image on it.  His portrait 
was later replaced with Washington’s.  

Q: Has any independent candidate ever won 
the U.S. Presidency? 
A: Yes, only one man did, and he won two 
consecutive terms as an independent.  George 
Washington. 

Q: What was the birth name of pop star Cher? 
A: Her birth name was Cherlyn Sarkisian.  
When she began releasing music in the 1960s, 
she used a shortened version of her first name 
as her stage name.  By 1979 her legal name 
had grown to Cherlyn Sarkisian LaPierre Bono 
Allman.  At that point she had it legally changed 
to simply Cher. 
The above information was taken from the 2024 

Page-A-Day Trivia Calendar.  

MISSION STATEMENT 
dichiarazione di missione 

The purpose of this Association is to promote 
the moral, social, and civic advancement of its 
membership, and to perpetuate the customs 
and cultural aspects of Italian Heritage. 

Article II, Section 1 of the AIH Bylaws 

AMERICANS OF ITALIAN 
HERITAGE  

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
1 July 2024 – 30 June 2026 

President ........................................Gus Paolucci 
Vice President  ......................... Ronald Wassum 
Secretary ........................................Glenn Pizzuti 
Treasurer...........................................Vince Pona 

Trustee (e) ..............................Rio DeGennaro Jr. 
Trustee (e) ..................................Jim Federico Sr. 
Trustee (e) ....................................... John Perrotti 
Trustee (e) .....................................Tony Illano Sr. 
Trustee (e) ...............................Carmen Frederico 
Trustee (a) ...................................... Ken Mancuso 
Trustee (a) ................................. Richard O’Keefe 
Trustee (a) ....................................... Greg Canteri 

ATTACHMENTS 
Enclosure (1) Clam Bake Flyer 

COMMENTS TO THE 
EDITOR 

If you have any questions or comments about, 
or suggestions for this newsletter, please put 
your thoughts in an email and send them to me 
at GPizzuti@GlennPizzutiArchitect.com  
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