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Donor Guide
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About Safe Haven REC
Safe Haven REC is a 501c nonprofit founded in 2018 after one of the founders lost her brother to a heroin overdose. This event, combined with a discussion on why it happened, led to the formation of Safe Haven REC. After recognizing that the lack of resources in our area made it near impossible for people to find recovery from substance use, Safe Haven REC was started June 24th, 2018, 4 months after Dakota’s death. 
Mission: To offer our own experience, strength, and hope to those impacted by substance use, and their families. 
Vision: That our services are one day, no longer needed, because there is no longer a substance abuse problem in our county
Values: Integrity, Honesty, Advocacy, Financial Responsibility, Celebration, Inclusion
Safe Haven REC has grown over the years, starting in one office space inside a church with volunteers keeping our doors open, to now owning our own office, having a satellite location, and over 20 staff members. This growth is only possible because of donors like you!


Services Offered
Safe Haven REC offers all of its services for free to people seeking recovery or in recovery from substance abuse. 
Peer Recovery Coaching
Free one on one mentorship for people in recovery from substance use. Coaches are certified by DMHA and help participants remove barriers to their recovery and offer mentorship along their journey. 
Transportation
Free transportation for those in the criminal justice system to get to court, doctors, family visits, or just run errands
Harm Reduction
Distribution of Naloxone, the lifesaving overdose reversal agent, through 13 NaloxBoxes and direct distribution through our Harm Reduction Mobile Unit
Participant Support
Food pantry, sponsorships of needs, and hygiene needs are supported for participants in the coaching program. 
Celebration
Hosting recovery oriented celebratory events for the community. 
Safe Space
Our public building is open to the community as a space to just be, as well as host recovery oriented peer support meetings. 
Public advocacy
Local, state, and national advocacy on subjects that impact our participants. 
Community education
Hosting regular education sessions to help teach the community about the disease of Substance Use Disorder and how to break down the stigma surrounding it. 
Street Outreach
Regularly hosting meals in the community. Have a good meal and good conversation. 







Operations
Our organization is run by a board of directors, averaging 9-15 people, with at least 51% of them being in recovery themselves. 
Our administrative team consists of our Executive Director, COO, and CFO. To keep administrative costs low, our administrative team takes on a variety of organizational functions. 
Our staff team consists of 12 recovery coaches, 6 transport drivers, and 1 harm reductionist. All of our staff members are people in recovery or family members that have been impacted by substance use. 
Because we offer our services for free, we do not receive a regular source of income for the organization. We rely on local, state, and federal grants, as well as private donors to finance our programming. 
Our Form 990s are available upon request or online at propublica.org
Yearly, we publish an annual public report that goes over our data and a financial breakdown of our programming. 
All board meetings are open to the public and we encourage public participation. 

Our Impact
The following is our data for 2024: 
Naloxone: 2,612 doses given
Coaching: 
· Department of Correct referrals 
· 837 individuals served
· 800 individuals served in group setting
Transportation: 2,847 rides given
Harm Reduction Unit:
·  1,013 interactions
· 198 hygiene bags given
Orange County Jail Hygiene Program: 357 bags given






DMHA Regional Recovery Hub
Safe Haven REC is a DMHA Certified Recovery Community Organization that also operates as one of the state’s ten (10) regional recovery hubs. All of Indiana’s 92 counties are served by one of the regional recovery hubs. Safe Haven REC serves the following counties: 
· Lawrence
· Orange
· Crawford
· Daviess
· Dubois
· Martin
· Pike
· Perry
· Spencer
· Warrick
· Gibson
· Vanderburgh
· Posey
You can find a map of all of the Indiana recovery hubs on DMHA’s website. 


Why should you choose Safe Haven?
Substance use impacts over a half a million Hoosiers yearly, with up to 1 in 12 Hoosiers meeting the criteria for a Substance Use Disorder. This disproportionately impacts the rural counties of Indiana, who often lack resources to enter or sustain recovery. Safe Haven aims to fill that gap. 9.1% of Indiana residents in 2024 used an illicit substance. Without access to treatment and recovery services, those individuals will have a very hard time finding their way out of the madness. Because of organizations like Safe Haven, who ensure community access to resources such as recovery supports and life saving Narcan, Indiana’s overdose rate in 2023 decreased to 2,089 deaths, a 21.8% decrease from 2022. This is an amazing feat and shows the amazing work we do is working, but reminds us that 2,089 deaths were 2,089 too many and all were preventable. Safe Haven REC focuses on many rural areas, ensuring they have services they need to seek and maintain recovery from substance use disorder as well as ensuring access to Narcan, giving people a chance to recover instead of dying. Rural areas present unique challenges such as unstable housing, unstable transportation, and lack of educational opportunities. Donations from donors, combined with grants, keeps our doors open and programming going, allowing us to continue to offer all our services for free to the community. 
Ways to Donate
There are multiple ways to donate to support Safe Haven REC and all of our services: 
· Amazon: Choose Safe Haven REC as the nonprofit to support through Amazon Smiles
· Fundraising: Host a fundraiser at your business
· Facebook: host a birthday fundraiser and choose Safe Haven REC
· Recurring donations: set up monthly donations on our website
· One time donations: restricted or unrestricted
· Sponsorships of individual participants: view all available on our website
If you would like your donation to be restricted you can choose one of the following funds: 
· Street Outreach
· Supports purchase of food to make meals
· Harm Reduction Mobile Unit
· Supports purchase of supplies not funded by grants: sleeping bags, tents, hats, gloves, blankets
· Jail Hygiene Program
· Support purchase of toilet paper, feminine hygiene products, and other needs of Orange County Jail Inmates
· Jail Virtual Visit Cards
· Supports our coaches being able to meet weekly with participants in jails that do not allow in person visits
· Staff Salary
· Supports salaries of current staff members
· Men’s House
· Supports start up of Men’s house
· Transportation program
· Supports maintenance and repairs needed on vehicles
· Event Sponsorship
· Supports our events that celebrate recovery
· Operating support
· Supports utility and insurance cost
· Facility upgrades
· Supports future needs of our current building such as roof repair, gutters, HVAC, and windows
· Gas Cards for staff
· Supports fund for our staff that use their own cars to outreach and network
· Food Pantry
· Supports the purchase of additional food that isn’t provided by Hoosier Uplands Food Bank. 

Thank You For your Consideration of Support
Whether you have donated once or multiple times; $50.00 or $5,000.00; money or time, we thank you. None of the very important work we do would be possible without the generosity of philanthropic individuals like yourself that help make the world a better place to live in. 
We know that so many have been impacted by substance use, and we aim to use our own experiences and tragedies to reach others and give them hope that escaping the hell of active use is possible, one day at a time. 
If you would like more information, visit our center, or bring in Safe Haven administrative staff to speak to our needs, we welcome the collaboration! Please consider emailing us your request at bstout@safehavenrec.com. 







Donations
Donations can be made on our website at www.safehavenrec.com. One time and recurring donations can be set up there. 
If you wish to present a check or bring a donation in person, please visit our Paoli location at 308 S. Oak St. Paoli, IN 47454 Monday through Friday 8:30AM-5:00PM. 
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