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Article’s Subject Matter: 

This was the Judge’s decision for an application by Defense, to exclude Fingerprint Evidence 
based on a Frye Challenge.  Defense argued against the evidence and the expert stating ACE-V 
not scientific enough.  Judges decision was for the State, advising that the evidence could be 
allowed, but did state limitations of what could be testified to, by the expert. 

Key Points in Article 

 Defense claimed that the ACE-V methodology not scientific 

 No error rates reported in the scientific community for fingerprints 

 No notes or documentation had been provided by expert (bench notes) 

 Court concedes there are valid issues with ACE-V 

 Court stated there should be constraints in the testimony proffered by the expert 
1. He can say it (latent) closely or exactly matches the defendants 
2. He can point out the similarities and differences (if any) 
3. Cannot state ‘no other person could have a similar number of matching points’ 
4. Cannot state the probability or lack of probability of similar prints on different 

persons (no research done on this) 

Fallacies and Issues 

 This is a start of what seems to be a trend by courts to limit what the expert can say on the 
stand regarding fingerprints and their identification.  (Ie no two persons can have the same 
fingerprints). 

 The issue with no notes or documented examination, alludes to Bench Notes, which the RCMP 
has a standard ensuring they are done. 

 Error rates are still being explored as a possible research item. 
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