FRIENDS OF HOPEWELL HOUSE
present

A New Beginning
An opportunity to save Hopewell House, a free
standing historic home in Portland, Oregon, dedicated
specifically to those at the end of life.

10/21/2020

"HOPEWELL HOUSE HOSPICE HAS CLOSED.
YOU SHOULD CARE ABOUT THAT.”
“We believe that everyone should care, because its closing highlights a chasm in the continuum
of health services needed to prevent people from suffering needlessly before dying.”
- from an opinion piece in the online health and medical
journal STAT by nationally renowned palliative care
physicians Eric Walsh and Ira Byock, November 2019

WHERE WILL YOU DIE?
• 80% of people say they would prefer to die at home vs. a hospital. In Oregon
only 36% are able to die at home.
• 44% of hospice patients live alone.
• Most people cannot afford around the clock nursing when the time of need
comes, sending them into facilities such as nursing homes and hospitals to
die. A couple reasons for this are pain becoming unmanageable and/or their
home care unit breaks down.

GOALS
• Purchase Hopewell House from Legacy Health Systems.
• Open and operate the new Hopewell House as a Free-Standing Resident Home
dedicated exclusively to those at the end-of-life. .
• Holistically serve the emotional, spiritual, medical and familial needs of our
residents which will include access to complimentary and alternative approaches to
symptom management.
• Care will be open to a diverse population inclusive of all races, religions, sexualities,
financial resources, and ages.
• Become, for the greater Portland Community and beyond, a center of learning,
creativity, and wisdom about the nature of death and dying.

OUR UNIQUE SERVICE MODEL
“We got to be her parents again, I got to be her mom”
• A home away from home staffed with 24/7 RN’s, CNA’s and Volunteers who are
specifically trained in end of life care, mindful caregiving and conscious dying.
• Our staff will work in tandem with the medical team of each resident’s visiting home
hospice agency.
• Staff to resident ratio will never exceed 1:6 at night and 1:4 in the day.
• Our model can facilitate highly acute care that allows our capabilities to rise above
our sister agencies due to staffed 24 hr nursing.

HISTORIC HOPEWELL HOUSE
A 12,000 square foot structure consisting of a medical wing for residents and the
original historic Tudor home designed for the care of the care givers.
• Set on over 4.5 acres of serene landscaped and wooded land.
• Gracious communal living room with fireplace, large dining room, beautiful sunlit
lounge, and light filled sanctuary providing space to gather, share meals, reflect, watch
TV, play music on the grand piano, or catch a quick nap.
• Private apartment available in the upstairs of the home for those who need to remain
close to their loved ones near the time of death.
• Commercial kitchen to provide meals for all.

BUSINESS MODEL
Building and Property Purchase:
Internal Capacity and Start-Up Costs:

$3,500,000
$1,500.000

Total Capital Campaign Budget:

$5,000,000

To sustain we will be financed through:
• Contracts with select hospice providers, health systems, and medical institutions.
• Medicaid Reimbursement plans
• Private Donations
• Private Pay

TIMELINE
OCTOBER 2020 - Kick off Capital Campaign to purchase Hopewell House.
JANUARY 2021 - Reach an agreement that transfers ownership of property from
Legacy Health Systems to Friends of Hopewell House.
SPRING 2021 - Establish agreements with local hospice providers, apply for
licensure, and meet other operational requirements as needed.
FALL 2021 - Hire staff, prepare for residents
WINTER 2021 - Welcome first residents.
FUTURE VISION - Launch The Center for Integrative Studies at The End of Life and
begin community programs.

WHO WE ARE
Friends of Hopewell House (FHH), is a newly incorporated 501(c)(3) charitable nonprofit organization.
We are a diverse group that includes accomplished hospice pioneers, business
professionals, former staff members (doctors, nurses, chaplains), volunteers,
community leaders, development professionals, journalists, and family members of
those who have died at the house.
Friends of Hopewell House is led by long-time hospice advocate, Joan Strong Buell.

FRIENDS OF HOPEWELL HOUSE
Joan Strong Buell, President
A pioneer in end-of-life care, Joan was instrumental in bringing the British
model of inpatient hospice care to the U.S. She also helped craft
Oregon’s state policies around hospice care. “I had worked in an inpatient
hospice facility in England and learned not everyone can be home or
wants to be home,” she says. “I was interested in the problems and
solutions for people dying.”
A retired teacher of human development, musician, botanist, reader, Joan
is a happy member of a family ranging from 1-93 years in age.
Legacy’s decision to close Hopewell House inspired Joan to rededicate
herself, leading the way for this special resource she founded to continue
serving those in need. Joan, currently 87 years of age, is the spirited
President of our non-profit, Friends of Hopewell House.

OUR BOARD

JOHN LARKIN
Treasurer
30 year global finance executive at
Kimberly-Clark. MBA Tuck School
of Business and CPA. Longtime
Hopewell House volunteer.

DR. ERIC WALSH
Former Hospice Director at Housecall
Providers, Hospice Medical Director at
Bronx Hospice Visiting Nurse Service of
New York, and Professor of Medicine,
Division of Hematology and Medical
Oncology, OHSU

SARAH NEWHALL
Vice President
Former President and CEO of Pact, Inc.
a global non-profit development
organization. Former Director of the
Office of Neighborhood Associations.
Organizational development consultant.

PETER SCHUBERT
Secretary
Business systems analyst with
decades of experience in financial
operations and information
technologies. Hospice care
advocate for over 30 years.

SCOTT MACEACHERN
FHH Executive Director
Brand Executive. Architect of Global
Nike-Livestrong Movement,
Hopewell House volunteer. MDiv
Candidate, Maitripa College.

CHRISTINE PAVLYK
Senior Intellectual Property Paralegal at
Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt. Previous
board member, treasurer, finance chair,
Ukrainian Institute of Modern Art in
Chicago.

OUR BOARD

MARCI DONALDSON
Graduate Johns Hopkins
School of Nursing. Longtime
hospice nurse, educator and
volunteer.

CONNIE LARKIN
Longtime Hopewell House
volunteer. Global women’s
health advocate.

JOHN CALLAHAN
Retired Odell Professor of
Humanities at Lewis and Clark
College. Literary Executor for
the estate of Ralph Ellison,
author of Invisible Man, and a
trustee of the Ellison Trust.

CARLA STARRETT-BIGG
Retired Development Director
for Ecumenical Ministries of
Oregon. Former journalist and
freelance writer. Longtime
hospice advocate and board
member.

VIRNY MAXAM
Hospice volunteer for 24
years. Former paralegal,
teacher and education union
officer.

STEFAN CLAYTON
Stefan’s wife Julie died at Hopewell
House in September 2019.
Business owner, artist, consultant,
and Neuro-Linguistic Master
Practitioner.

DR. KEESHA EWERS
PhD, ARNP, FM-C
Board cer)ﬁed in func)onal and
Ayurvedic medicine.
Doctor of Sexology.
Family prac)ce Advanced
Registered Nurse Prac))oner with
a specialty in integra)ve medicine.
Cer)ﬁed Conscious Dying Doula.
Founder and medical director of
the Academy for Integra)ve
Medicine.

COMMUNITY VOICES
For hundreds in Hillsdale, as well as thousands elsewhere, Hopewell House is no less than a sanctuary
where the dying and their friends and family found care and comfort, love and peace. That this hospice
center and “final home” might be sold for any other purpose is unthinkable. The house and its gardens
are not just another piece of real estate to be sold to the highest bidder. They must be preserved and
sustained as a haven for all who seek end-of-life care and as a place of solace and support for their
families and friends. Hopewell house also stands as a living testament to the loving care of hundreds of
nurses, doctors, aides and volunteers. May Hopewell House, which has touched the lives of so many in
our Hillsdale Community and elsewhere, continue to enrich, comfort and bless us. - Rick Seifert
Rick is a thirty-year resident of Hillsdale, founder of the Southwest Community Connection newspaper, founding board member of the
Hillsdale Farmers Market, co-founder of the HIllsdale Community Foundation, past president of the Hillsdale Business and Professional
Association, founder of the Hillsdale Alliance.

Hopewell House was a place for holistic healing of body, mind and spirit; not only for our patients, but
also for their loved ones. Sharing with them some of the most sacred moments in their lives stripped us
who were privileged to serve there of our inconsequential irritations and helped us to focus on what was
truly important. I think all of us believed that our patients and families gave us the keys to living an
authentic human life: compassion and solidarity with all of our sisters and brothers, especially those
living at the margins. With enough support, Hopewell House can again serve as an integral part of the
comprehensive health care services offered to our community. - Rev. Larry Hansen
Larry was a longtime hospital and hospice chaplain and served as Hopewell House Chaplain and Volunteer Coordinator, 2003-2013

COMMUNITY VOICES
“One of the nurses came in and opened the window just a little bit; she said that this would
make it easier for his spirit to pass on. All of us were so touched by this gesture and by other
simple ceremonial touches after his passing: a toast to his life with sparkling cider, a candle lit
in the entry foyer that would be left on for a time to honor him. This is the kind of dignity and
honoring of human life that would only occur at a place like Hopewell House.” - Linda Martin
“My mother-in-law went to Hopewell House from the hospital suffering from late-stage
inoperable lung cancer. The care she received from the staff at Hopewell was beyond compare:
she was treated like she was their family member. It was an incredibly moving experience for us,
her loved ones, to witness the compassion, kindness and love these nurses show their patients.
She had a very comfortable room that looked out onto a lovely garden where she was able to
watch her beloved hummingbirds in the flowers. Every patient had fresh flowers in their room
everyday and was made as comfortable as possible, as were their family members. My motherin-law passed peacefully after a week at Hopewell House. I can’t say enough about the
incredible staff and facility. I can’t think of a better way for a loved one to reach their final resting
place than in the care of these angels on earth in this peaceful setting.” - Shawn Taylor

COMMUNITY VOICES
“The week before my brother’s death, I was a guest at Hopewell House. The staff, incredible
people, weren’t constrained by all the rules usually imposed at hospitals. They pushed my
brother’s bed out into the sunny courtyard where we enjoyed boisterous family gatherings. My
brother’s dog Brillo was allowed to romp on his bed, kissing his master’s face. The folks at
Hopewell House even provided a suite where my parents could spend the night to be near their
son!” - Antoinette Gordon
“In just 24 hours my whole family fell in love with Hopewell House and remember fondly our
time there. Hopewell House is a warm, loving home that supports the whole family during a very
hard time of life.” - Jeanne Zuelk
“I am hopeful that we can create wonderful places for patients to go at the end of their life.
Families may not know that it could be better, but I certainly know. I worked at Hopewell House.
It was a magical place.” - Beth Cavenaugh

THANK YOU
If you would like to know more, get involved and/or make a donation, please contact either
our President, Joan Buell and/or our Executive Director, Scott MacEachern at:
info@FHHpdx.org
or
scott.maceachern@FHHpdx.org

