
   The Happy Pig Collectors Club         “When You See A Pig Think Of  Me!”

The Happy Pig Collectors Club, Box 244, Macomb, IL  61455  |  www.happypigcollectors.com

If  you haven’t already 
registered, there’s still time, 

but you’d better hurry!  
Mail the enclosed yellow 

form with your fees.

Location: Manitowoc, Wisconsin
Dates: July 26-27, 2013
Hosts: Mickey Mangin & Karen Bouril 
Cost: $100/two days or $50/one day
Hotel Info: The Best Western, 101 Maritime 
Drive, Manitowoc WI
Send Fees To:
	 Happy Pig Collectors Club
	 Box 244
	 Macomb IL  61455
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HAPPY  PIG
Summer 2013

A club dedicated to people 
who collect pigs, so that they 

may gain enjoyment from 
their hobby; and to meet and 

mingle with others cursed 
with the same affliction.  Just 
for the nonsense of  it all and 

to give respect to
“When I see a pig

I think of  you”

Convention Registration 
Deadline:  July 1st

Volume 16, Issue 4 www.happypigcollectors.com

THE HAPPY PIG
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  I’m ready to welcome you to 

Wisconsin!!!
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Message From The Head Hog’s Pig Pen
JANET BOOTH

Hi and a great big oink to all you piggy lovin' people out there!

The big day is almost here.  By the time you read this newsletter, you'll have just the 
right amount of time to pack your bags, plan your route, gather your pigs, and scoot up 
to Manitowoc, Wisconsin for our annual Happy Pig Collector's convention.  If you're 
like the rest of us you're squealing oinks of joy just at the thought of it.  Think of all the 
old friends you'll get to see, new friends to meet, and pigs a plenty to enjoy.

I can barely contain myself from the urge and anticipation.  I'm so excited!!!

Here are my top ten reasons to go to the H.P.C.C. Convention:

Number 10)  Get to see the sights in and around Manitowoc, Wisconsin.
Number 9)  The chance to find and acquire new pigs.
Number 8)  Pig out on lots of good food.
Number 7)  Buying pigs in the Silent Auction.
Number 6)  Win the grand prize at the Best Pig Contest.
Number 5)  Oink in agreement at our club business meeting.
Number 4)  Show us (brag about) your favorite, most interesting pig at the Show and Tell.
Number 3)  See pigs you have never seen before.
Number 2)  Meet and mingle with others cursed with the same affliction just for the nonsense of 
it all.

And, drum roll please:

The Number 1) Reason:  Pigs, pigs, pigs, pigs, pigs, pigs, pigs........and more pigs!

See you all soon!  I'm so excited!!!

Your Head Hog,
Janet
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To market, to market, to buy a fat pig,

Home again, home again, jiggety-jig.

Although my collection doesn’t contain many, I am always fascinated by the German Pink Pigs.

These turn-of-the-century porcelain mass-produced pieces are unusual and I love the detail in them.

Originally, believed to be bearers of  good luck, according to German superstition, the pig theme was a natural for the 
American novelty market.  Teddy bears, also the rage, were molded in similar detail, some figures incorporating both animals 
in their design.  Most bear a generic maker-mark yet the production has not been narrowed down to one particular factory.  
Some of  the figures were molded individually for a single, original design, while others were churned out by the thousands for 
mix and match purpose.   Though most of  the glazing is noticeably production-line, fingerprints are detected in the blushing 
on ear tips and snouts, giving them a personal anonymous signature.

Most of  the figures contain a ‘travel’ theme, probably due to the popularity as souvenir items.  They surely competed with 
etched cranberry-glass mugs and candy containers, to be taken home from a vacation spot.  You can note the occasional town, 
city or state inscribed on the side of  a figure, an American addition, yet some figures carry traces of  their origin, such as the 
red-shingled roofs of  Germany.  Over 150 examples of  these porcine porcelains are described and pictured   in the book I 
have written by Cynthia Gaskill, THIS LITTLE PIGGY.  I have attained my information from this book.  I enjoy reading the 
history of  my pig items and have picked up books and literature thru years of  antique and thrift store shopping.  

Submitted by M’Liss Hay
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Hey, that's Mercy Watson!  I love those books!  I think I'll read them all again . . .

In the Spring 2013 issue of  The Happy Pig, the adorable piggie in the center of  the top row on 
page 15 (Famous Pigs . . . Is your favorite here?), just above Pumbaa, at Petunia's right elbow, is 
Mercy Watson.  Mercy Watson isn't just any pig.  She is a porcine wonder.  At least that's what Mr. 
Watson and Mrs. Watson always say!

Mercy Watson is the shining star of  a series of  delightful children's books by Kate DiCamillo, 
marvelously illustrated by Chris Van Dusen.  Mercy (a pig) lives with Mr. Watson and Mrs. 
Watson (who are people) in a house at 54 Deckawoo Drive.  Mercy is their darling, their dear, 
their porcine wonder.

There are six books in the series:
Mercy Watson to the Rescue, 2005
Mercy Watson Goes for a Ride, 2006
Mercy Watson Fights Crime, 2006
Mercy Watson:  Princess in Disguise, 2007
Mercy Watson Thinks Like a Pig, 2008
Mercy Watson:  Something Wonky This Way Comes, 2009

The stories are cute and clever.  The illustrations are joyous and exuberant in a colorful 1950s sort 
of  way.  The text and the illustrations complement each other very well.

At the heart of  each story is Mercy Watson and her love of  toast with a great deal of  butter.  Add 
in Mr. Watson and Mrs. Watson who simply adore Mercy; and the nextdoor neighbors, Eugenia 
and Baby Lincoln, a pair of  elderly sisters.  Eugenia, not a sympathetic character, does not like 
Mercy at all, but the sweeter-tempered Baby sees Mercy as a dear.  The books add in additional 
quirky characters along the way.  (I think my favorite is Leroy Ninker, "a small man with a big 
dream."  He is a thief, but he really wants to be a big strong cowboy.  Yippie-i-oh!)

The final book in the series does a skillful job of  bringing together all the assorted characters 
introduced along the way, all mixed in  with a drive-in movie theater (showing When Pigs Fly), 
popcorn with real butter, and of  course toast, with a great deal of  butter.

I'll leave you with Eugenia Lincoln's assessment of  Mercy:  
"She is a sly pig . . . and things with her are never as they seem."  
I'm going to leave it up to you to decide if  this is a fair description
 of  our porcine wonder.  

Yes, seeing Mercy's delighted face (with buttered toast and Eugenia 
Lincoln, in order of  importance) in The Happy Pig made me want 
to read the books all over again, just for the sheer joy of  it.  And 
read them all again, I did.  Such fun!

And for my next trick, I think I'll re-read all the Toot and Puddle 
books, skillfully authored and illustrated by Holly Hobbie.  Toot 
and Puddle are pictured (Famous Pigs . . . Is your favorite here?) 
directly above Freddy diligently seated at his typewriter. 

Submitted By Cheryl Rider
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	 Happy Pig Collectors  Club is 
a not for profit corporation 
registered in the state of  Illinois.

Membership dues  are $25.00 
annually for members  residing in 
the USA and $30.00 annually 
for members residing outside US 
borders.  Annual dues entitle 
each member to four “Happy 
Pig” newsletters and other 
assorted perks as  devised and 
divvied up by the newsletter 
editor.  

All members  are invited to 
contribute articles, pictures, and 
information to the “Happy Pig” 
editor and also encouraged to 
at tend the HPCC annual 
conventions.

Club E-mail:
info@happypigcollectors.com

Newsletter Editor’s E-mail:
pkwaggoner@aol.com

Club Website:
www.happypigcollectors.com

 Club Forum:
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
happypigcollectors/

Club Officers &
Board Members

President

Janet Booth

Vice President

Laura Townsend

Secretary

Glen Allen

Treasurer

Marie Gage

Members of  the Board

Gene Holt, Director Emeritus

Bobbie Mueller

Jill Johnson

George Collins

M’Liss Hay

Jean Sharp

Club Mailing Address

The Happy Pig Collectors Club

Box 244

Macomb IL  61455

Happy Pig Editor

Patsy Waggoner

Website Administrator &

HPCC Social Media Director

Frank Yao

Postmistress

Cheryl Rider

2013 Convention

Coordinator

Mickey Mangin,

with help from her

sister Karen

Convention Dates

July 26-27, 2013

Convention Location

Manitowoc, Wisconsin

Everything You’ve Always Wanted To 
Know About HPCC. 

(BUT WERE AFRAID TO ASK????)

mailto:pkwaggoner@aol.com
mailto:pkwaggoner@aol.com
http://www.happy
http://www.happy
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/happy
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/happy
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/happy
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/happy
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Birthday Greetings

Happy Birthday to the following club 
members!  

(I will be attempting to get a more inclusive list of  member’s birthdays.  
These dates are from the members of  our Club Card Exchange.)

July:		 Linda Colaric (31st)
	 	 	 	
August:	 Barbara Pigg (13th)
	 	 Jean Sharp (28th)

Sepember:	 Shirley Hall (19th)
	 	

To view this entire newsletter in color, visit the club’s website and enter...
 USERNAME:  hpccmem          PASSWORD:  Hogwild2

If you are planning a move, please let us know 
so you won’t miss getting your newsletter!!

HPCC Members:  If you should move or change your phone number or email address, please contact 
me at Lbtown@isoc.net or Laura Townsend, 2803 Fraternity Court, Crestview Hills, KY 41017.

I will make sure the change is made in our roster so you do not miss any issues of the Happy Pig 
Newsletter.

Thank you,
Laura
Club Vice-President, Archivist, and “Keeper of the Roster”

mailto:Lbtown@isoc.net
mailto:Lbtown@isoc.net
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	 In many circumstances, a piglet without the use of  its hind legs would be put down.  But Chris P. Bacon's unusual condition 
has made him an international star and an inspiration to those with disabilities.  When Chris was born in January, a woman brought 
him into Dr. Len Lucero's veterinary office in central Florida.  The piglet's two back legs were deformed because of  a congenital 
defect that left the joints fused together.  Lucero said the woman thought the animal would need to be euthanized.
	 But Lucero watched as the baby potbellied pig crawled out of  the carrier.  "His front legs were down on the ground, his 
back legs were up in the air, and he was balancing and walking forward," said Lucero.  "He was full of  life. So I thought, there was no 
way I could put this thing down, I'd rather give him a fighting chance, at least if  not at my home, I would find someplace for him."
	 Lucero, who lives on a farm in central Florida, brought the little pig home to his wife, two kids and menagerie of  animals.  
The animal's official name became "Chris P. Bacon," but informally, they called him "Piggy."  Lucero's kids loved him and snapped 
photos.  The family dog, a black and white Australian Shepherd, became his protector.  The doctor wondered how he could help the 
pig move easier and considered a set of  wheels attached to a harness, similar to what some lame dogs use.

 His son had a set of  K'nex toys — with wheels and other pieces that snap together — and Lucero built a small cart and 
cobbled together a tiny harness.  At first, the pig didn't like the harness, but then the tiny animal got the hang of  the contraption.  A 
couple of  weeks later, Lucero was at a veterinary conference and met with a representative from handicappedpets.com, a Nashua, 
N.H.-based company that builds pet wheelchairs, harnesses and carts. That company built a special wheelchair for Chris and created 
a Facebook page for the pig.

 Lucero videotaped one of  Chris' first jaunts and put the video on YouTube, and a star was born.  That video, dubbed "Pig 
in a Wheelchair," has gotten 1.2 million hits.  His Facebook page has 56,000 "likes."  Chris now has his own webpage, Twitter 
account, Pinterest site — and as of  last week, a book deal.  Hay House, a publishing house that specializes in self-help and 
motivational media, has signed Lucero to write three books about the adventures of  Chris, the disabled pig.  The first book, which is 
geared to children aged 4 to 10, will be out in the fall.
	 Chris, now 22 pounds and using a dog wheelchair, is seemingly oblivious to his new-found fame.  He's been on the "Today" 
show and met Anderson Cooper.  Now nearly 6 months old, the pig knows his name, comes when called and is housetrained. Lucero 
and his family take him outside several times a day, where he uses his wheels.  Inside, Chris has a pen with plush beds where he can 
scoot around            or nap in air-conditioned comfort.  During a recent interview, he scarfed down his favorite foods: grapes and 
Cheerios.
	 It's possible that people are drawn to the piglet's tiny, cute body, or to his soft "uff, uff, uff" noises as he pulls himself  around 
with his front hooves.  But Lucero noticed something else: People were inspired by the little pig who wanted to walk and play.  One 
commenter said her boyfriend had used a motorized wheelchair since 1988, telling Chris: "Keep chugging little man....keep 
chugging."  Lucero and Chris now appear at fundraisers for disabled children, and Lucero is looking to start a foundation that helps 
people with disabilities.  "I've actually gotten a lot of  people on our Facebook site, people with disabilities, and people who have got 
recent disabilities.  And they said that this little guy right here has inspired them to give it their all," Lucero said. "And that gives me 
the tingles in my arms every time I read something like that."                                                   Submitted by Dianne Hamm
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